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General Purposes Committee 
 

Anderson Room, City Hall 
6911 No. 3 Road 

Tuesday, November 3, 2026 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 
Pg. # ITEM  
 
  MINUTES 
 
GP-4  Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes 

Committee held on October 19, 2026. 

  

 
 
  LAW AND COMMUNITY SAFETY DIVISION 
 
 1. APPLICATION FOR A LIQUOR PRIMARY LIQUOR LICENCE # 

307706 STRUCTURAL CHANGE (CAPACITY INCREASE) XTREME 
BOWLING ENTERTAINMENT CORP., DBA: SPLITSVILLE 
RIVERPORT – OPERATING AT 14200 ENTERTAINMENT 
BOULEVARD UNIT 150 
(File Ref. No. 12-8375-3) (REDMS No. 8526008) 

GP-9  See Page GP-9 for full report  
  Designated Speaker:  Mark Corrado 

  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  (1) That the application from Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corp. 

doing business as, Splitsville Riverport, seeking a permanent 
amendment to Liquor Primary Liquor Licence # 307706; for a 
Structural Change (Capacity Increase) to 500 persons, currently set 
at 460 persons, be supported; and 
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  (2) That a letter be sent to the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch, 

which includes the information as set out in Attachment 1 to this 
report, advising that Council recommends the approval of the 
amendment to the Liquor Primary Liquor Licence as described in 
Recommendation 1 of this report. 

  

 
 
  PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
 
 2. UPDATE ON IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES AND CITIZENSHIP 

CANADA (IRCC) FUNDING REDUCTIONS AND ELIGIBILITY 
CHANGES 
(File Ref. No. 07-3300-01) (REDMS No. 8552770) 

GP-21  See Page GP-21 for full report  
  Designated Speaker:  Dorothy Jo 

  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  That a letter be prepared for the Mayor’s signature addressed to senior 

levels of government, including the Prime Minister of Canada; the Premier 
of British Columbia; the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship; the Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills; 
and Richmond’s Members of Parliament and Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, advocating for the reinstatement of funding for intermediate and 
advanced English language training and the development of a sustainable 
funding model that is informed by immigration targets and responds to 
newcomers’ needs. 
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  PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURE DIVISION 
 
 3. CITY SIGNATURE AND COMMUNITY EVENTS PROGRAM 2027 

(File Ref. No. 11-7400-01) (REDMS No. 8524208) 

GP-29  See Page GP-29 for full report  
  Designated Speakers:  Dee Bowley & Marie Fenwick 

  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  (1) That the City Signature and Community Events Program 2027, as 

outlined in Table 1 of the report titled "City Signature and 
Community Events Program 2027", dated October 22, 2026, from the 
General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, be approved for 
the following events and initiatives: 

   (a) Children's Arts Festival; 

   (b) Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival; 

   (c) Doors Open Richmond; 

   (d) Community Celebration Grant Program; 

   (e) Neighbourhood Block Party Program; 

   (f) Steveston Salmon Festival; 

   (g) Richmond Maritime Festival; and 

   (h) Richmond Farm Fest. 

  (2) That the expenditures totaling $1,115,000 for the City Signature and 
Community Events Program 2027 with funding of $960,000 from the 
Rate Stabilization Account, $95,000 estimated sponsorship and 
$60,000 estimated grant revenue be included in the 2027 budget 
process. 
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  COUNCILLOR LAURA GILLANDERS 
 
ADDED 4. CLARIFYING THE CITY’S POSITION ON SUPERVISED 

CONSUMPTION SITES 
(File Ref. No. ) (REDMS No.) 

  MOTION 
  WHEREAS public perception and uncertainty persist regarding whether the 

City of Richmond may pursue or consider a supervised consumption site in 
the future; 

  AND WHEREAS the City of Richmond has previously considered the 
feasibility of a supervised consumption site and subsequently confirmed that 
such a site would not proceed; 

  AND WHEREAS clarity regarding the City's position is important to 
ensuring that residents have an accurate understanding of this matter; 

  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Richmond will not pursue, initiate, 
study, plan for, or advance the establishment of a supervised consumption 
site within the City of Richmond. 

 

  

 
 
ADDED 5. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL (AND THEIR 

ALTERNATES) AS THE LIAISONS TO CITY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
 

   Appointment of Council liaisons (and where applicable, their alternates) to 
City Advisory Committees and Organizations until November 8, 2027: 

  (a) Accessibility Advisory Committee; 

  (b) Advisory Committee on the Environment; 

  (c) Child Care Development Advisory Committee; 

  (d) Council/School Board Liaison Committee; 

  (e) Economic Advisory Committee; 

  (f) First Nations Building Committee; 

  (g) Food Security and Agricultural Advisory Committee; 
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  (h) Heritage Commission; 

  (i) Major Construction Projects Oversight Committee; 

  (j) Minoru Centre for Active Living Program Committee; 

  (k) Richmond Addiction Services Society; 

  (l) Richmond Centre for Disability; 

  (m) Richmond Chamber of Commerce; 

  (n) Richmond Intercultural Advisory Committee; 

  (o) Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee; 

  (p) Richmond Sister City Advisory Committee; 

  (q) Richmond Social Development Advisory Committee; 

  (r) Richmond Sports Council; 

  (s) Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Nominating Committee; 

  (t) Richmond Youth Advisory Committee; 

  (u) Seniors Advisory Committee; 

  (v) Steveston Historic Sites Building Committee; and 

  (w) Vancouver Coastal Health/Richmond Health Services Local 
Governance Liaison Group. 

 

  

 
 
ADDED 6. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AS LIAISONS 

TO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS  
 

   Appointment of Council liaisons (and where applicable, their alternates) to 
Community Associations until November 8, 2027: 

  (a) City Centre Community Association; 

  (b) East Richmond Community Association; 

  (c) Hamilton Community Association; 

  (d) Richmond Arenas Community Association; 



General Purposes Committee Agenda – Tuesday, November 2, 2026 
Pg. # ITEM  
 
 

GP – 3C 

  (e) Richmond Art Gallery Association; 

  (f) Richmond Fitness and Wellness Association; 

  (g) Sea Island Community Association; 

  (h) South Arm Community Association; 

  (i) Thompson Community Association; and 

  (j) West Richmond Community Association. 
 

  

 
 

ADDED 7. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AS THE 
LIAISONS TO VARIOUS CITY BOARDS 
 

  Appointment of Council liaisons (and where applicable, their alternates) to 
various Boards until November 8, 2027: 

  (a) Aquatic Services Board; 

  (b) Museum Society Board; 

  (c) Richmond Gateway Theatre Society Board; and 

  (d) Richmond Public Library Board. 
 

  

 
 

ADDED 8. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AS LIAISONS 
TO VARIOUS SOCIETIES 
 

  Appointment of Council liaisons (and where applicable, their alternates) to 
various Societies until November 8, 2027: 

  (a) Britannia Heritage Shipyard Society; 

  (b) Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society;  

  (c) London Heritage Farm Society; 

  (d) Lulu Island Energy Company; 
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  (e) Minoru Seniors Society; 

  (f) Richmond Nature Park Society; 

  (g) Steveston Community Society; and 

  (h) Steveston Historical Society. 
 

  

 
 

ADDED 9. APPOINTMENT OF PARCEL TAX ROLL REVIEW PANEL FOR 
LOCAL AREA SERVICES 
 

   RECOMMENDATION 
  That the members of the Public Works & Transportation Committee be 

appointed as the Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel for Local Area Services 
until November 8, 2027. 

 

  

 
 

ADDED 10. APPOINTMENT OF ACTING MAYORS FROM NOVEMBER 2, 
2026 TO NOVEMBER 8, 2027 
 

 

  

 
 
  ADJOURNMENT 
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To: 

From: 

City of 
Richmond 

General Purposes Committee 

Anthony Capuccinello lraci 
General Manager, Law and Community Safety 

Report to Committee 

Date: September 3, 2026 

File: 12-8375-3/2025-Vol 01

Re: Application For a Liquor Primary Liquor Licence# 307706 Structural Change 
(Capacity Increase) Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corp., dba: Splitsville 
Riverport- Operating at 14200 Entertainment Boulevard Unit 150 

Staff Recommendations 

1. That the application from Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corp. doing business as, Splitsville
Riverport, seeking a permanent amendment to Liquor Primary Liquor Licence # 307706; for
a Structural Change (Capacity Increase) to 500 persons, currently set at 460 persons, be
supported; and

2. That a letter be sent to the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch, which includes the
information as set out in Attachment 1 to this report, advising that Council recommends the

approval of the amendment to the Liquor Primary Liquor Licence as described in
Recommendation 1 of this report.

Executive Summary 

This Report requests that Council endorse amending the existing Liquor Licence for Splitsville 
Riverport, with premises located at 14200 Entertainment Boulevard Unit 150, to allow a capacity 

increase of 40 additional people to a maximum of 500 people. 

Council's endorsement is required by the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) for 
all new liquor primary licences or amendments to existing Liquor Licences. Should Council 
choose to endorse this amendment, a letter will be sent to the LCRB who has the final authority 
to approve all such amendments. 

8526008 
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September 3, 2026 - 5 -

Cannabis Regulation Branch. In addition, existing municipal bylaws, along with regular 
inspections and enforcement, are sufficient to further mitigate the public's concerns with this 
application. 

Other Agency Comments 

As part of the review process, staff requested comments from other agencies and departments 
such as Vancouver Coastal Health, the Richmond RCMP, Richmond Fire-Rescue and the 
Building Approvals. These agencies and departments generally provide comments on the 
compliance history of the applicant's operations and premises. All of the agencies and 
departments expressed no concerns regarding this application. 

Budgetary Implications 

None 

Conclusion 

Both the community consultation process and due diligence around Splitsville Riverport's 
proposed amendment application to its Liquor Primary Liquor Licence surfaced no significant 
risks. The analysis concluded there should be no noticeable potential impact from noise, no 
significant impact on the community and with only two comments received, no concerns from 
the majority of the public in this area. There were no concerns raised by City departments or 
other agencies. It is, therefore, recommended that the application from Splitsville Riverport to 
operate a Liquor Primary Licence with an increase in person capacity to 500 be supported. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Corrado, Director, Community Bylaws and Licencing 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Victor Duarte, Program Manager, Business Licence and reviewed 
by Fire-Rescue. RCMP and Building Approvals. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 

Att. 1: Particulars of Application and City Comments 
Att. 2: 50 Meter & Location Map 
Att. 3: Letter of Intent 
Att. 4: Opposed Letter# 1 
Att. 5: Opposed Letter # 2 

8526008 
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Attachment 1 

Re: Application to Amend Liquor Primary Liquor Licence # 307706 -Structural Change 

(Capacity Increase)-Splitsville Riverport-14200 Entertainment Boulevard Unit 150, 

Richmond, BC 

8526345 

1. That the application from Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corporation., doing business as:
Splitsville Riverport, operating at, 14200 Entertainment Blvd. Unit 150, requesting an
increase to occupancy to 500 persons to Liquor Licence # 307706, be supported for:

a) A permanent change to structural change to 500 persons capacity;
i. From, Patio 1 -30; Person 01 -145; Patio 2-25; Person 02-260: (Total-460)
ii. To, Patio 1 -25; Person 01 -160; Patio 2-30: Person 02-285: (Total-500)

b) Hours of Liquor Service to remain the same as currently permitted set as, Monday to
Sunday, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 AM.

2. That a letter be sent to Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch advising that Council
supports the amendment for a permanent change to Structural Change (Capacity Increase)
to 500 persons for Liquor Primary Liquor Licence # 307706, with the hours as listed
above;and

3. Council's comments on the prescribed criteria (Section 71 of the Liquor Control and
Licencing Regulations) are as follows:

a) The impact of additional noise and traffic in the area of the establishment was
considered;

b) The potential impact on the community was assessed through a community
consultation process; and

c) Given that this is an amendment to an existing licence, there is no history of non­
compliance with this establishment;

d) As the operation of a licenced establishment may affect nearby residents, businesses
and property owners, the City gathered the views of the community through a
community consultation process as follows:

i) Residents, businesses and property owners within a 50 meter radius of the
establishment were notified by letter. The letter provided information on the
application with instructions on how to submit comments or concerns; and

ii) Signage was posted at the subject property, and three public notices were
published in a newspaper distributed locally. The signage and public notice

GP- 14 
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City of 
Richmond 

#150 - 14200 Entertainment Blvd 

50 Meter Map 

Attachment 2 

Original Date: 09/03/26 
Revision Date: 

Note: Dimensions are in METRES 
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July 20 2026 

City of Richmond 
6911 No. 3 Road, 
Richmond BC V6Y 2C 1 

Re: Increase in Occupancy to an existing Liquor Primary 
Address: 180-14200 Entertainment Blvd, Richmond BC V6W 1K3 
Richmond File Number: 12-8275-30-001/2025--Vol 01 

Background 

Attachment 3 

Via Email 

Splitsville Bowl Richmond Riverport, Richmond, is BC's premier bowling alley and entertainment 
destination. Formerly home to Lucky 9 Lanes, the licensee acquired this venue in 2023. 

As of the date of this letter, they have proudly own and operate sixteen sites, across Canada. 
Splitsville transformed the Richmond site into a world-class entertainment complex packed with 
34 ten-pin lanes, a fully loaded arcade, and a Kitchen + Bar, where lane-side food and drinks 
are available. 

As part of their ongoing commitment to creating and enhancing their family friendly site, 
Splitsville is making application to increase their occupant load on their existing liquor primary. 

Hours of Operation 
The applicant is currently licensed for hours of operation from 1 0am - 2am every day of the 
week. They are not proposing to amend these hours 

Site Layout & Proposed Service Area 
The liquor primary is comprised of two distinct indoors areas, the bowling area and the 
restaurant area, along with two patios. The patios have no proposed changed to occupancy. 
The proposed occupancy breakdown is as follows: 

Person 01 - 160 persons 
Person 02 - 285 persons 
Patio 1 - 25 persons 
Patio 2 - 30 persons 
Total Person capacity: 500 persons 

Proposed Capacity 
The applicant is seeking a capacity 500 persons throughout all areas. 

604.314.0176 I rebecca@thriveadvisors.ca I thrlveadvisors.ca I It's easi'er than you thihk 1M 
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Attachment 4 

Thl,�s in response to the notice regarding an increase for capacity application in my 
}�1gt'lborhood.Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corp,doing business as Splitsville Riverport,has 
J��lled for an amendment to LP Liquor License to increase occupancy currently set at 460 
p�rsons to 500 persons.We live at the apartment complex behind it,and we are totally against 
it.This will lead to more traffic,more noise and future problems. 

Joseph Tian Seng 
406-14300 Riverport Way
Richmond,B.C.
V6W0A4
604 2709210

..

,. 

.. 

, 
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Attachment 5 

Duarte, Victor 

To: Duarte, Victor 
Subject: RE: Objection to Proposed Capacity Increase - LP Liquor Licence# 307706 (Splitsville 

Riverport) 

From: siu lai <cne900sl@yahoo.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 10:17 AM 

To: Buslic <BusLic@richmor1d.ca> ,. 

1 • 

Subject: Objection to Proposed Capacity Increase - LP Liquor Licence # 307706 (Splitsville Riverport) 

I
You

c::; ::::::: :::

i

:i:

o

;a::i::���:�:��:�:

a

:e�::;�mwa:

y

e::�:;:li:�:�

t

:::side the City. Please do not click or open 
attachments unless you recognize the source of this email and the content is safe .. 

..... � ,

Dear City of Richmond Business Licences t>epa'rtment, 

/ 
I am writing as a property owner at 14300 Riverport Way #202 to formally submit my strong objection to the proposed 
capacity increase for Xtreme Bowling Entertainment Corporation (doing business as Splitsville Riverport) located at 
150 - 14200 Entertainment Blvd., Richmond, BC (LP Liquor Licence# 307706). 

I strongly oppose increasing the maximum occupancy by 40 persons (from 460 to 500 persons). Given that the 
establishment operates liquor service until 2:00 AM every day of the week, allowing an additional 40 patrons will 
significantly deteriorate the quality of life in our neighborhood. 

Specifically, this capacity increase will adversely affect our community in the following ways: 

1. Peace and Tranquility: Our residential neighborhood relies on a quiet and safe environment. Adding more late­
night patrons directly undermines the livability and peaceful nature of this community.

2. Traffic Congestion and Parking: An increased occupancy limit will generate additional vehicular traffic and
parking demands, creating unnecessary congestion on our local streets late at night.

3. Noise Pollution: Increased capacity at a liquor-primary establishment will inevitably escalate late-night noise
levels, disturbing nearby residents during sleeping hours.

4. Public Safety and Security: Higher numbers of late-night alcohol-consuming patrons raise serious concerns
regarding community safety, public disturbances, and security risks in the immediate area.

As a local property owner, I respectfully request that the City of Richmond deny this application. At a minimum, the 
capacity should remain capped at its current level (460 persons), though I strongly urge the City to consider reducing the 
permitted capacity to safeguard our community's well-being. 

Thank you for considering my feedback on this matter. Please confirm receipt of this email objection. 

Sincerely, 

Siu LAI 

1 
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To: 

From: 

Re: 

City of 
Richmond 

Report to Committee 

General Purposes Committee Date: October 13, 2026 

Wayne Craig File: 07-3300-01/2026-Vol 01
General Manager, Planning and Development 

Update on Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) Funding 
Reductions and Eligibility Changes 

Staff Recommendation 

That a letter be prepared for the Mayor's signature addressed to senior levels of government, 
including the Prime Minister of Canada; the Premier of British Columbia; the Minister of 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; the Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future 
Skills; and Richmond's Members of Parliament and Members of the Legislative Assembly, 
advocating for the reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced English language 
training and the development of a sustainable funding model that is informed by immigration 
targets and responds to newcomers' needs. 

Executive Summary 

This report outlines the ongoing impacts of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) settlement funding reductions, particularly the discontinuation of intermediate and 
advanced Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada (LINC) programs, which has 
significantly limited access to English language training for newcomers seeking to pursue further 
education, employment and long-term settlement opportunities. 

As settlement funding falls under the jurisdiction of senior levels of government, it is 
recommended that a letter be prepared for senior federal and provincial elected officials, 
including the Prime Minister of Canada and the Premier of British Columbia, advocating for the 
reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced English language training and the 
development of a sustainable settlement funding model that is informed by immigration targets 
and responds to newcomers' needs. 

8552770 

GP- 21 



GP- 22 



GP- 23 



GP- 24 



GP- 25 



October 13, 2026 - 6 -

As federally funded LINC programs fall outside the City's jurisdiction, the City's role is primarily 

to support newcomers through local initiatives, partnerships and advocacy. Continued advocacy for 
the restoration of IR.CC funding is therefore essential to help ensure that Richmond's newcomer 
population has access to the language training and settlement services needed to participate fully in 
community life and pursue education and employment opportunities. 

Advocacy to Senior Levels of Government 

Pursuant to Council direction, letters will be prepared for the Mayor's signature and addressed to 
senior levels of government, including the Prime Minister of Canada; the Premier of British 
Columbia; the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; the Minister of Post-Secondary 
Education and Future Skills; and Richmond's Members of Parliament and Members of the 

Legislative Assembly, advocating for the reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced 
English language training and the development of a sustainable funding model that responds to 

newcomers' needs. 

The letters will emphasize the need for IRCC to develop a sustainable funding model for settlement 
service providers that considers not only the projected number of newcomers arriving in Canada, 
but also the ongoing demand for services among immigrants already residing in the community. 
This includes continued access to language training and other supports that are essential for labour 
market participation and social integration. 

Budgetary Implications 

None. 

Conclusion 

The City remains committed to working with government and community partners to build a 
welcoming and inclusive Richmond where newcomers can thrive. Recent IRCC funding cuts and 
eligibility changes have reduced access to essential settlement services, particularly intermediate 
and advanced language programs that support labour market integration and social inclusion. As 
immigration and settlement services remain primarily a federal responsibility, the City will continue 
to advocate for the reinstatement of funding for these programs. Sustained federal funding is 
essential to ensure Richmond can respond to newcomers' evolving needs and support their 

successful integration into the community. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kim Somerville, Director, Community Social Development 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Dorothy Jo, Program Manager, Social Planning and reviewed by 
Recreation & Sport Services and Richmond Public Library. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 

Att. 1 

8552770 
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UBCM Resolution and Response: Reinstatement of Federal Funding for Settlement 

Programs 

Response from the Government of Canada's Ministerial Enquiries Division GP- 26 



NR118 Reinstatement of Federal Funding for Settlement Programs 

Attachment 1 

Richmond 

Whereas Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), as of April 1, 2025, has reduced or discontinued 

funding to organizations providing immigrant and refugee settlement programs in communities across 

British Columbia in response to reductions in federal immigration levels planned over the next three years; 

And whereas the reduction and discontinuation of federal funding for settlement programs immediately 

reduces the availability of and access to services and supports that are vital to the social and economic 

integration of approximately 200,000 recent immigrants currently living in British Columbia (2021 Census): 

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request that the Province advocate to the federal government to 

immediately reinstate Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada funding for settlement programs to 

BC organizations that were funded in 2024 for a multi-year period; 

And be it further resolved that the Province be requested to advocate to the Government of Canada to conduct 

an engagement process with provincial and local governments, community-based service providers of 

settlement programs, and recent immigrants to inform the development of a long-term, stable funding model 

that ensures continued provision of supports that help newcomers to thrive in Canada, regardless of 

fluctuations in immigration targets 

RESPONSE: Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills 

The Ministry of Post Secondary Education and Future Skills shares local governments' concern that the recent 

changes to settlement program funding by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will have a 

detrimental impact on newcomer access to supports essential to their labour market participation and social 

integration in British Columbia. This includes IRCC's decision to discontinue higher-level language 

programming, and the resulting long-term implications for newcomers to secure high-skilled jobs and maintain 

strong labour market participation. 

Through various intergovernmental channels, the Ministry continues to articulate these concerns to IRCC and 

is actively engaged in raising awareness of the impacts of these funding changes with the federal government 

as well as advocating for solutions that ensure the best outcomes for newcomers and the Province. This includes 

urging the federal government to ensure that a wide variety of perspectives, such as community organizations 

and other levels of government, are engaged. The Ministry remains committed to ensure newcomers in British 

Columbia have equitable access to the supports they need to contribute to British Columbia's workforce and 

thrive. 

RETURN TO TOP 211 
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His Worship Malcolm D. Brodie 

Mayor 

City of Richmond 
mayorea@richmond.ca 

Dear Mayor Brodie: 
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Attachment 2 

2025-01363989 

Thank you for your correspondence dated July 10, 2025, addressed to the Honourable Lena Metlege Diab, 

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, expressing your interest to meet with the Minister and 

discuss funding for settlement and integration services in Richmond. I have been asked to respond to your 

concerns, and I apologize for the delay in responding. 

Regarding settlement services funding, the total amount available is determined by the number of permanent 

residents expected to arrive, as outlined in the Multi-Year Levels Plan. Since fewer newcomers are projected 

to arrive in 2025-2028, there is an associated decrease to the overall federal settlement services envelope. 

Additional information about Canada's immigration levels, including the recently announced 2026-2028 

Immigration Levels plan, can be viewed at: Canada's immigration levels - Canada.ca. 

Regarding funding for settlement services in Richmond, all proposals from service provider organizations went 

through a thorough review process. Funding decisions reflect the expected permanent resident arrivals and 

the number of clients served. Additionally, these decisions aim to streamline services, reduce duplication, 

improve efficiency, and ensure value for money. Despite these reductions, the full suite of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada {IRCC) funded settlement services remains available to eligible clients in 

Richmond, in both official languages. 

The Government of Canada recognizes the significant role municipal governments play across the country in 

the successful integration of newcomers. Integration is a collective responsibility of all levels of government, 

and IRCC remains committed to collaborating with municipalities and exploring opportunities to strengthen 

such collaboration. 

With regard to your request to meet the Minister, Arash Rahmani, Senior Advisor in the Office of the Minister, 

may be contacted at: arash.rahmani@cic.gc.ca. 

Thank you for expressing your concerns. I trust that this information is helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. Holmes

Ministerial Enquiries Division

This electronic address is not available for reply. 

2 
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To: 

From: 

City of 
Richmond 

General Purposes Committee 

Elizabeth Ayers 
General Manager, Parks, Recreation and 
Culture 

Report to Committee 

Date: October 22, 2026 

File: 11-7400-01/2025-Vol
01 

Re: City Signature and Community Events Program 2027 

Staff Recommendations 

1. That the City Signature and Community Events Program 2027, as outlined in Table 1 of the
report titled "City Signature and Community Events Program 2027", dated October 22, 2026,
from the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, be approved for the following
events and initiatives:

a) Children's Arts Festival;
b) Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival;
c) Doors Open Richmond;
d) Community Celebration Grant Program;
e) Neighbourhood Block Party Program;
f) Steveston Salmon Festival;
g) Richmond Maritime Festival; and
h) Richmond Farm Fest.

2. That the expenditures totaling $1,115,000 for the City Signature and Community Events
Program 2027 with funding of $960,000 from the Rate Stabilization Account, $95,000
estimated sponsorship and $60,000 estimated grant revenue be included in the 2027 budget
process.

Executive Summary 

On October 21, 2024, Council approved the City of Richmond Signature and Community Events 
Plan for 2025-2029 (the Plan). The program of events and initiatives proposed for 2027 supports 
the Council-endorsed Plan as well as other Council-endorsed strategies. 
Events enrich the lives of residents by providing opportunities for the community to connect, 
learn, and celebrate together. Events contribute to social and economic wellbeing, provide 
valuable volunteer opportunities, build a sense of community and enhance quality of life. 

This report provides information about the 2026 event program as well as recommendations for 
2027, including additional planning work for a future Minoru Lakes Festive Lights Event. 

Should Council approve the report a one-time additional level funding request of $960,000 will 
be brought forward for consideration as part of the 2027 budget process. 

8524208 
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October 22, 2026 - 11 -

Respectfully submitted, 

Marie Fenwick 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Dee Bowley-Cowan, Program Manager, Events and Alex Kurnicki, 
Manager, Parks Programs and reviewed by: Business Services, Finance, Parks Services, 
Recreation and Sport Services, RCMP, and Richmond Fire Rescue. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 

Att. 1: Overview of 2026 City Signature and Community Events Program 
2: Proposed Minoru Lakes Festive Lights Event Location Map 
3: Example of Festive Lights Displays 
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Overview of 2026 City Signature and Community Events Program 

The following is an overview of the Council approved event program for 2026. 

Children's Arts Festival 

Attachment 1 

The annual Children's Arts Festival (CAF) is the City's signature event for children, families and 
educators. The 17th year included two components: a free public event held on BC Family Day, 
February 16, 2026, at the Richmond Library/Cultural Centre and Annex, and school days 
programming held February 18-20, 2026, at the Richmond Library/Cultural Centre and Annex 
and five community centres across the city. The CAF celebrates the power of the arts to foster 
understanding and connection among families and communities across generations and cultures, 
building community, inspiring curiosity, and exploring through play. The CAF was supported by 
East Richmond Community Association, City Centre Community Association, Hamilton 
Community Association, Thompson Community Association, and South Arm Community, the 
Richmond Public Library and Richmond School District No. 38. 

Participation highlights include: 

• Over 9,000 people attended the festival during the Family Day public event on February
17, 2025;

• 833 children representing 35 classes from 17 Richmond elementary schools participated
in the school days program from February 18 to February 20, 2026, at the Richmond
Library/Cultural Centre and Annex and community centres (Cambie, City Centre,
Hamilton, Thompson and South Arm);

• 55 volunteers contributed 443 volunteer hours;
• 205 performers/artists;
• 74 social media stories;
• 480,120 ad impressions;
• 3,364 clicks to the website; and
• 2 food trucks.

Images of the Children's Arts Festival 2026 
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