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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee 
 

Anderson Room, City Hall 
6911 No. 3 Road 

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 
Pg. # ITEM  
 
  

MINUTES 
 
PRCS-3 Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Services Committee held on May 25, 2016. 

  

 
  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
 
  July 21, 2016, (tentative date) at 4:00 p.m. in the Anderson Room 

 
  

DELEGATIONS 
 
PRCS-18 1. (1) Anita Georgy, Executive Director, Richmond Food Security Society, 

and Anne Swann, Public Health Dietician, Vancouver Coastal Health, 
to speak on the Richmond Food Charter. 

PRCS-26 
 

 (2) The Canadian Federation of University Women to speak on the 
Richmond Food Charter. 
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  COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION 
 
 2. RICHMOND FOOD CHARTER 

(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 5032742 v. 3) 

PRCS-27 See Page PRCS-27 for full report  

  Designated Speaker:  Marie Fenwick

  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

  That the Richmond Food Charter, as detailed in the staff report titled 
“Richmond Food Charter,” dated June 8, 2016, from the Senior Manager, 
Parks, be endorsed. 

  

 
 3. RICHMOND ARTS UPDATE 2015 

(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 5032449) 

PRCS-34 See Page PRCS-34 for full report  

  Designated Speaker:  Liesl Jauk

  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

  (1) That the staff report titled, "Richmond Arts Update 2015" from the 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, dated June 3, 2016, be 
received for information; and 

  (2) That the City of Richmond Arts Update 2015 be circulated to the 
Community Partners and Funders for their information. 

  

 
 4. COMMITTEE STANDING ITEM 

  Garden City Lands 

 
 5. MANAGER’S REPORT

 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
  

 
 



Date: 

Place: 

Present: 

City of 
Richmond 

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee 

Wednesday, May 25 , 2016 

Anderson Room 
Richmond City Hall 

Councillor Harold Steves, Chair 
Councillor Ken Johnston 
Councillor Carol Day 
Councillor Bill McNulty 
Councillor Linda McPhail 

Minutes 

Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00p.m. 

MINUTES 

It was moved and seconded 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Services Committee held on April 26, 2016, be adopted as circulated. 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 

June 28, 2016, (tentative date) at 4:00p.m. in the Anderson Room 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION 

1. SHARING FARM COMMUNITY ART PROJECT 
(File Ref. No. 11 -7000-09-20-131) (REDMS No. 5001989 v. 3) 

CARRIED 

Discussion ensued with regard to the location of the art piece on-site and Liesl 
Jauk, Manager Arts Services, noted that elements of the art piece will include 
weathered farm tools and materials. 

1. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

It was moved and seconded 
That the concept proposal for the Sharing Farm Community Public Art 
Project by artist Blake Williams as presented in the staff report from the 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services dated May 4, 2016, be 
endorsed. 

CARRIED 

2. RICHMOND SPORTS WALL OF FAME NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE ADDITIONAL CATEGORY REQUEST 
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-10-01) (REDMS No. 5003542 v. 6) 

Discussion ensued with respect to (i) the location ofthe Wall of Fame display 
within the Richmond Olympic Oval, (ii) the selection criteria for nomination 
and (iii) the definitions of the nomination categories. 

In reply to queries from Committee, Bob Jackson, Richmond Sports Council, 
noted that the Richmond Sports Council nominates athletes to the Richmond 
Sports Wall of Fame, however does not design the display. Gregg Wheeler, 
Manager, Sport and Community Events, added that nominations are received 
by December 31 and then are reviewed by a nomination committee. 

Discussion ensued with regard to the recognition provided to athletes in 
different sporting categories and the way it would be displayed in the 
Richmond Sports Wall ofFame. 

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Wheeler noted that additional 
information on Wall of Fame inductees are available in a kiosk in the 
Richmond Olympic Oval and that inductees are consulted on the written 
descriptions provided on the Wall of Fame. 

It was moved and seconded 
(1) That the Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Selection Criteria be 

amended as described in Attachment 2 of the staff report titled, 
"Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Nominating Committee Additional 
Category Request," dated May 6, 2016, from the Senior Manager, 
Recreation and Sport Services; and 

(2) That the Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Policy 8711 be amended to 
include the category "Masters Athlete" as identified in Attachment 4 
of the staff report titled, "Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Nominating 
Committee Additional Category Request," dated May 6, 2016, from 
the Senior Manager, Recreation and Sport Services. 

CARRIED 

2. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

3. SUSTAINABLE FOOD SERVICE AT CITY FACILITIES AND 
EVENTS 
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 4680744 v. 10) 

Marie Fenwick, Manager, Parks Programs, and Brendan McEwen, 
Sustainability Manager, reviewed the proposed Sustainable Food Service 
Quick Guide, noting that (i) staff consulted with the community on the 
recommendations for the best sustainable practices, such as utilizing reusable 
or compostable materials, (ii) a total ban on plastic bags is not recommended, 
and (iii) the Quick Guide can be updated when new sustainable materials are 
available. 

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) an incremental ban on plastic bags and 
plastic utensils, (ii) caterers and vendors in the city utilizing compostable 
utensils and containers, (iii) costs of compostable utensils and containers 
compared to plastics, (iv) examining options to use reusable dishes in 
community centres, (v) encouraging support from the private sector, and (vi) 
increasing public awareness on the matter. 

It was suggested that staff update Committee on the program in one year's 
time. 

It was moved and seconded 
That the Sustainable Food Service Quick Guide, provided as Attachment 1, 
as detailed in the staff report titled "Sustainable Food Service at City 
Facilities and Events," dated May 3, 2016,from the Senior Manager, Parks, 
be endorsed as a tool to promote the use of sustainable food service items in 
City facilities and on City-owned land. 

CARRIED 

Discussion ensued with respect to the incremental restrictions on plastic food 
utensils and containers. 

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced: 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff examine options for incremental restrictions on the use of plastic 
and styrofoam materials and report back. 

CARRIED 

3. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE 11TH CHINA (ZHENGZHOU) 
INTERNATIONAL GARDEN EXPO 
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-00) (REDMS No. 5009414 v. 3) 

Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks, briefed Committee on the City's 
proposed participation in the 11th China International Garden Expo, 
highlighting that (i) the Expo is an opportunity to showcase Richmond, (ii) in 
addition to participating in the Expo, the City will have an opportunity to 
participate in a garden exchange with the City of Zhengzhou, and (iii) it is 
anticipated that participation in the Expo will have no cost to the City. 

Discussion ensued with respect to participation costs related to staff time, and 
it was suggested that staff time be tracked for the proposed project. 

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that the design 
process would be managed by the City and that the proposed design concept 
for the park located in the City will be subject to Council approval. 

It was moved and seconded 
That the City of Richmond participate in the lith China (Zhengzhou) 
International Garden Expo and Park Design exchange with the City of 
Zhengzhou, China as detailed in the staff report titled, "Participation in the 
11th China (Zhengzhou) International Garden Expo," dated May 18, 2016, 
from the Senior Manager, Parks. 

CARRIED 

The Chair advised that Equipment for the Sharing Farm will be considered as 
Item No. 4A. 

4A. EQUIPMENT FOR THE SHARING FARM 
(File Ref. No.) 

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) acquiring a tractor and other farming 
equipment for the Sharing Farm, (ii) using the Council Contingency or 
Provisional funds to acquire the farming equipment, and (iii) utilizing 
potential private donations to acquire the farming equipment. 

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that the operating 
budget for the Garden City Lands (GCL) will include provisions for the 
acquisition of farming equipment. 

4. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced: 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff examine: 

(1) options to utilize the Council Contingency Fund or the Provisional 
Fund to acquire a tractor and farming equipment for the Sharing 
Farm; and 

(2) options to utilize private donations to acquire a tractor and farming 
equipment for the Sharing Farm and report back. 

CARRIED 

5. COMMITTEE STANDING ITEM 

Garden City Lands 

Jamie Esko, Manager, Park Planning and Design, distributed an updated 
development schedule for the Garden City Lands (GCL) (attached to and 
forming part of these minutes as Schedule 1 ), and briefed Committee on the 
GCL, highlighting that (i) the City has received significant feedback from the 
open houses, (ii) there is community support for segregated bicycle and 
pedestrian pathways and for the proposed programming on the Mound area, 
(iii) consultation on the GCL is on-going, (iv) design of water storage areas 
on-site are being refined, and (v) staff are reviewing data from the Water 
Management Study and the results will be presented to Committee. 

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) allocating more land for farm use, 
(ii) utilizing water sources on-site for irrigation of farm areas, (iii) alignment 
of the central dike, (iv) testing the site's soils, and (v) the collaborating with 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University on the GCL's Farm Management Plan. 

Jim Wright, representing the Garden City Conservation Society, referenced a 
letter from the Garden City Conservation Society (attached to and forming 
part of these minutes as Schedule 2), and offered comments on (i) the central 
dike, (ii) soil analysis of the site, and (iii) agricultural uses of the site. 

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) revising statements made in the letter 
from the Garden City Conservation Society regarding previously proposed 
non-farm uses, (ii) hosting public information workshops on the GCL, 
(iii) reducing the number of pond areas, (iv) using the bog as a source for 
farm irrigation, (v) rehabilitating soils on the whole site, and (vi) discussing 
soil rehabilitation with other developers in the city. 

It was suggested that minutes from the Advisory Committee on the 
Environment be included on reports related to the Garden City Lands. 
Mr. Redpath added that information boards and materials on the Garden City 
Lands can be made available to Council. 

5. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced: 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff review the letter from the Garden City Conservation Society, 
dated May 25, 2016, and report back. 

CARRIED 

6. MANAGER'S REPORT 

(i) Mary's Barn 

Ms. Fenwick advised that the official opening of Mary's Bam will be on June 
18,2016. 

(ii) Ships to Shore 2016 

Dee Bowley-Cowan, Britannia Site Supervisor, noted that there 14 vessels 
are confirmed for this year's Ships to Shore event and added that the ships 
will be positioned at Imperial Landing and the Britannia Shipyard. 

(iii) New Exhibits at Seine Net Loft 

Ms. Bowley-Cowan advised that there will be new exhibits at the Seine Net 
Loft during Doors Open Richmond. 

(iv) The Fleetwood 

Discussion ensued with regard to repurposing The Fleetwood rum runner as 
an indoor civic art project. 

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced: 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff examine options to restore The Fleetwood as an indoor civic art 
project using the City's Public Art Reserve Fund and report back. 

CARRIED 

(v) Piles at Garry Point 

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) removing piles at Garry Point in one 
month's time, (ii) the cost to remove the piles, and (iii) using the piles to 
position ships for the Ships to Shore event. 

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that (i) staff have a 
referral to update the Garry Point Master Plan, (ii) approach floats are 
required to remove the piles and previous approach floats were damaged, 
(iii) new approach floats are in the process of construction and completion is 
expected in October 2016, and (iv) current agreement from the Province 
allows the relocation of floats from the Imperial Landing site to the Garry 
Point site for events, however approach floats are required for access. 

6. 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Discussion ensued regarding purchasing or repurposing other floats in the 
city. 

It was suggested that the report on the 2017 Garry Point Park Legacy Pier 
Proposal be recirculated to Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved and seconded 
That the meeting adjourn (5:36p.m.). 

CARRIED 
Certified a true and correct copy of the 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services 
Committee of the Council of the City of 
Richmond held on Wednesday, May 25, 
2016. 

Councillor Harold Steves 
Chair 

Evangel Biason 
Legislative Services Coordinator 

7. 
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Schedule 1 to the Minutes of the .----------~~-~ 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Services Committee meeting of 
Richmond City Council held on 
Tuesday, May 25, 2016 . 
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Schedule 2 to the Minutes of the 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Services Committee meeting of 
Richmond City Council held on 

May 25,2016 

Tuesday, May 25, 2016. 

Garden City Conservation Society 
8300 Osgoode Drive, Richmond, British Columbia V7A 4Pl 
www .ga rdencityla nds.ca • ga rdencityla nds. word press.com 

Mayor and Councillors, especially Parks Committee, 

We commend your determined efforts on behalf of the Richmond community to 
resolve the Massey Crossing, and we work with you on that, especially via Fraser Voices. On 
behalf of the community, we also aim to work with you on the Garden City Lands situation. 

The Garden City Lands project began with a well-done project chart in September 
2012. After that, the project went off track with its focus on skirting the ALR (example in 
Endnote 10). That is in contrast to celebrating the ALR status and Richmond's agri-eco 
legacies, although the somewhat improved collaboration with Kwantlen after we wrote to 
the Agricultural Land Commission is a step in the right direction. 

As well, whims and guesswork appear to pre-empt knowledge-based decisions. 
Unfortunately, council's step of approving (in June 2014) the proposed plan in a limited 
way-as a "guide"-seems to have been taken as a carte blanche. 

Now the project is supposedly on the brink of starting the main infrastructure, the 
dike-road trail system, in August. The project is woefully unready for that desirable step. 

The dike-road trails have three crucial roles: (1) for water management, (2) as arterial 
roads/trails, and (3) for open-land park recreation, all ALR purposes. They are like a good 
quarterback in football-essential for success and worth the cost of quality. 

We contend that the arterial dike-road trail system is worth building with excellent 
accessibility, excellent capacity and excellent low-maintenance durability. By deleting less­
needed features like the kilometre of wooden viaducts, the project could afford quality, 
leading to very popular use for a very long time. 

At this point, it is still possible for the project (with improved planning) to make the 
dike-road trails follow the best routes for all the agri-eco-rec ALR uses of the Lands-and 
build them with little adverse impact. However, in 2013, drastically underfunded 
consultants could do only cursory mapping and analysis of soil and vegetation. 

In the past year, our calls to fill the gaps were heeded when Kwantlen did soil analysis 
on a grid of 55 half-hectare squares on the west side of the Lands. The City still needs to do 
the east side. Working from knowledge can only help, even for tending the bog vegetation, 
and Coun. Harold Steves has said the whole Lands might be farmed in future (not our wish) . 

Concurrently, the soil grid of the whole Lands needs to be filled out with a vegetation 
inventory featuring the sphagnum species (at least four), native blog plants, and invasive 
plants. That would enable informed placement of dike-road trails and the transplanting of 
sphagnum and blog plants from outside the bog restoration area (including the trail routes) 
to the bog restoration area. 

1 
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Consultants' 2013 Vegetation Map 

RISE 

Revised Central Route (rough) 

It's clear that the southern half of central dike­

road trail in the April2016 project map (at 

left) is misplaced. It should not wander left. 

The problem can be deduced from the pattern of 

wetness (darkness) in the Consultants' 2013 

Vegetation Map and in the Satellite View of the 

Lands (below). The non-bog vegetation and the 

dryness are both unsuitable. 

The consultants' map is consistent with 2011 

Garden City Lands Coalition findings, which we 

have kept on sharing and recently confirmed. 

Satellite View of the Lands 

An approximate suitable route for the southern half 

of the central dike-road trail is shown in our rough 

Revised Central Route graphic (at left). 

Note: The small V6 area near the centre is a 

natural saucer that retains precipitation water. 

The saucer contains the most extensive patch of 

sphagnum moss. The particular sphagnum species 

there doesn't occur elsewhere on the Lands. 

Of course, refining the route with the needed 

inventory findings continues to be essential. 

2 
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RIS£ 

VJ 

The central dike-road trail route in the 

graphic would keep acidic bog water in the 

bog area (V3 & V6)-not mixing with the 

alkaline water in a succession area to the 

west, where birches and other non-bog 

plants would consume it. 

After transplanting of bog plants from 

VS to V3, the correction could free up VS 

land for agriculture. (Duplicating the later­

stage ecology of the Richmond Nature Park 

is likely less valuable.) Also, the area of the 

reservoir pond could be increased by a 

hectare or more in the low-lying and barely 

fertile area on the south edge of the Rise. 

That could still result in a large net 

increase in eco-friendly farmland, along 

with a more adequate irrigation supply. 

On a related topic, we..g.at,her from the 

project team that the contrived "fen" near 

the southwest corner is one of the senior 

parks manager's ideas. The Lands have 

enough fens. One is V2, which could be 

augmented with a jog in the perimeter trail, 

as shown in the Revised Central Route 

graphic at top left. (But that conservation 

area could be configured even better to 

suit the observed ways that native bees 

and nesting birds make use of it.) 

We should add, since we've touched on the perimeter dike-road trail, that there are 

problems with the perimeter route too, and the dike-road system map should be problem­

free before any trail building begins. We hope KPU can start farming without it. 

Currently the problems may seem unsolvable because even the best of consultants are 

limited by the terms of reference and funding from the City. Solutions are possible anyway. 

The main need at this point is to increase and apply the necessary knowledge to make 

the route of the dike-road trail system optimal, with initial care to get the central trail right. 

3 
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Endnotes: 

1. The Garden City Lands project's current maps begin with the Landscape Zones map 

(shown in a small size in this letter). After that, there's a version with numbered areas 

and a legend. That is very revealing. Notice, for example, that there is very little 

agricultural land other than the KPU land (north of the middle, Lansdowne Road). 

Note: Garden City Conservation advocates ALR uses that are simultaneously agriculture, 

ecological conservation and open-land park recreation uses, but we realize there's 

usually one primary use. The Richmond Food Security Society (under a previous name) 

was the advocate for agriculture use first, the default priority on ALR land. It seems 

appropriate to maintain balance unless informed food security stakeholders, including 

the RFSS and permaculture leaders, say it doesn't matter. 

2. The non-KPU agriculturalland, including community gardens, may be as little as 

3.5 hectares. But at least 1.5 hectares of that is in the natural fen along Garden City 

Road between the southwest corner and the multifunction area. That fen area is suited 

to conservation (featuring nestingbirds and native bees), but it is very poor land for 

farming. Apart from that, there is only about 2 hectares for non-KPU agriculture, 

which is very little. (Note: Since some areas are not labeled, perhaps there's a bit more.) 

Many of the farming uses that would suit the ALR parkland would be of interest for 

open-land park recreation participants to observe and engage in. The body of this letter 

has shown how it is possible to increase the agricultural land while simultaneously 

helping the sphagnum bog restoration. 

3. By nature, the Garden City Lands supports a range of ALR uses for agriculture, ecological 

conservation and open-land park recreation. The planning does not seem to envision 

them so that decisions about dike-road trails and land use would enable them. That is 

particularly true for open-land park recreation, which is what should make the Garden 

City Lands one ofthe world's great parks. 

4. A high-profile example is the non-ALR use of an event field taking up valuable ALR 

space for events such as concerts and sports tournaments when it would just be 

duplicating the roles of locations like Minoru Park. Furthermore, the idea that a field 

can be trampled by thousands of people at a concert (a nein-ALR use unless there is 

specific ALC permission for an event) and then switch back to wildlife habitat or even to 

food growing seems unrealistic. 

A real ALR use for it at this stage would be for soil enrichment through cover crops and 

grazing and also for wildlife. A longer-term use would almost certainly be community 

gardens and community farms. The needs will grow, and the amount of available land in 

the City Centre cannot grow as quickly. The project's vision needs a far-off time horizon. 

4 
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5. Surely the dike-road trail ought to be efficient to build and maintain. Instead, we still 

see a wastefully winding perimeter trail and also designs that run water onto the trail 

surface instead of off it. In this, we can learn from the closely-spaced storm drains down 

the Garden City Road side of the Lands. The drains are typically so clogged that the 

project team didn't know they exist (judging from the recent survey, which said they 

don't exist). Since Richmond apparently can't afford much park maintenance, we must 

assume the need for trails that are self-maintaining to the extent possible. 

6. The project shows two large areas of pollinator fields, which could be okay if there are 

plans for botanical gardens and their maintenance. However, the obvious starting point 

is the pollinator field in the southwest corner that just needs to be left alone to function. 

7. There seem to be plans for trees all around the Lands, and having quite a lot of trees is 

fine in principle. Since this letter is mainly about dike-road trails, especially the central 

one, we should at least caution that a large part of the community (including many in a 

large ethnic group) would have security concerns if there are woods close to the trails. 

That includes (for instance) the wide "hedgerow" (along the central trail), which might 

also be taxing on the scarce water resources. 

8. Bicycle paths and possible bicycle use of the multipurpose main path of the dike-road 

trails need to be addressed in the context of beginning construction of the dike-road 

trails. The bike use is marginally an ALR use (e.g., as a means for sightseeing). Bike 

paths separated from the main path of the dike road trails have the additional value of 

enabling safer and pleasant ALR use for the more-clearly ALR uses. Related aspects: 

• Since there are bike paths bordering the Lands on the south and west sides, 

perhaps they could be separated from Westminster Highway and Garden City Road 

by a physical barrier (attractive and safe). 

• On the north side, where there is a need for an area of mixed urban forest, a bike 

path between the dike-road trail and the forest would require no incremental space 

because it would serve as security space. 

• On the east side, where there logically should be visitor parking and only minimal 

trees except toward the north end, the bike park could be between the parking and 

the dike-road trail. 

• That would result in a continuous bike path around the Lands, bordering the road 

on the south and west and providing a security buffer along the outer side of the 

dike-road trail on the north and east sides. 

5 
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9. While the 20-acres arrangement with Kwantlen Sustainable Agriculture is a good step, 
the City cooperation with KPU is not convincing (e.g., with KPU practically forced off the 
Rise, though tending orchard trees for picnickers). Ideally the City will enable KPU to 

meet its needs well and set clear expectations for KPU's community outreach in return. 

10. The lack of effective progress in the enhancement of the Garden City Lands appears to 
result partly from systemic problems, including the mindset of trying to get around the 
obstacle of the ALR status. The ongoing contra-ALR effort has been the Sports Council 
one championed by Coun. Bill McNulty. It overtly includes a soccer complex of at least 
26 acres. At two meetings on February 28, 2011 (General Purposes Meeting and Council 
Meeting), Sports Council representatives clarified further, They brought out their desire 
to replace the Riverport swimming and arena facilities with better ones on the Lands. 
(This has been checked at the Richmond Archives-using audio of the meetings.) 

It is a huge challenge for the City to make the radical change from the perspective of 
getting around the ALR as an obstacle to the perspective of celebrating the ALR and 
Richmond's agri-eco legacies (the approach with the potential to foster one of the 
world's great parks). 

11. With the systemic problem (down to the level of senior manager of parks and roughly 
parallel manager positions in planning, communications, etc.), the best efforts of the 
dedicated hands-on staff and consultants are frustrated. The consequence is that the 
project makes the least of capable consultants who are hobbled by their terms of 
reference and sometimes inadequate funding (e.g., when contra-ALR uses receive 
funding priority). Our 2015-19-15 message to General Manager Dave Semple (see 
appendix) brings this out. 

In the same way, the tremendous value provided by the community is wasted, including 
by fake consultation, exemplified by the 2013 survey that Garden City Conservation 
carefully showed to be not at all valid. Despite that best effort with community 
expertise, the survey "results" were still used as a pretend foundation. 

We cannot be sure of the motivation for making the least of all forms of valuable 
expertise. In contrast, we can have a pretty good idea of the results, and we have done 
our best to share the knowledge. 

12. Of course, all this has ramifications for the Musqueam lawsuit. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Wright, 

in consultation with the directors, Garden City Conservation Society 

6 
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APPENDIX: Message to Dave Semple, 2015-10-15, re biophysical inventory and consulting 

I commented about the "Garden City Lands Biophysical Inventory and Analysis" yesterday. 
Since I hadn't looked at the inventory for a long time, I went back to it in order to be more 
sure and precise about what I was saying. 

I looked at the "Inventory and Analysis" related to sphagnum mosses, the keystone species 
of any sphagnum bog ecosystem (the ecosystem Harold Steves has advocated restoring for 
many years). On page 27 (PDF 31), the introductory paragraph about sphagnum says that 
only two sphagnum species were identified, whereas Michael Wolfe had identified four and 
also confirmed that there are still four after seeing the conflicting observation. It would be 
easier to miss a distinction or miss an occurrence of a species than to mistakenly identify 
an additional one, and the likelihood is that Michael's information from at least eleven 
years of observation of the Lands (and the rest of the Lulu Island Bog) is more credible. 

A further factor is that the "Inventory and Analysis" is internally inconsistent. For instance, 
page 27 conveys that sphagnum was identified only in Zones V-2, V-3 and V-4. However, in 
the Vegetation Analysis on page 35 (PDF 39), sphagnum is indicated only in V-6 and V-7. 
That analysis correctly identifies that there are large patches in V-6 but probably does not 
identify the species there correctly, and it completely misses the numerous sphagnum 
patches spread over V-3. If I recall correctly, there are also some in the eastern part ofV-5, 
which certainly includes vegetation worthy of sphagnum bog ecosystem conservation. 

The consultants, Diamond Head, are reputable, but I had the initial sense (when the 
document suddenly appeared after apparently being a long way in the future) that it had 
been rushed into publication without sufficient observation or careful analysis, let alone 
validation for quality assurance. The blatant inconsistencies in the observations/analysis of 
the most important species, the mosses of the genus sphagnum, confirm the symptoms. 

My quick critique of the treatment of sphagnum also confirms that the terms of reference 
-the City's expectations about Diamond Head deliverables- must have been inadequate. 
Since Harold Steves had long promoted sphagnum bog ecosystem restoration and 
enhancement on roughly 60% of the Lands, and since Garden City Conservation had 
knowledgeably supported that, one certain need was for Diamond Head to provide 
organized observations and analysis that would be a first step toward making science­
based decisions about whether, where and how to go about that ecosystem restoration and 
enhancement. Since Diamond Head is a capable company, they would have met the clear 
expectation if it had been established. Furthermore, the fact that the City accepted the 
report indicates that Diamond Head had met whatever expectations may have existed, 

Yesterday, I commented about the inadequacy of the Wildlife/Habitat inventory /analysis, 
which is another main part of a biophysical inventory, and I see that the first sentences on 
that topic confirm it: "A detailed wildlife survey was not conducted for this inventory and 
analysis. However, potential wildlife presence was determined based on assessment of 
existing habitat quality (in addition to any incidental observations while on site) ." 

Enough said? 

Note: The red highlighting has been added for the purposes of this appendix. 

7 
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June 7, 2016 

Mayor and Council 

City of Richmond 

6911 No. 3 Road 

Richmond, BC 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

On behalf of the Richmond Food Charter Working Group, we are pleased to present to you, for 

endorsement, the Richmond Food Charter. 

Food Charters remind the community of the primary importance of adequate food for all. In a food 

secure world, all people will, at all times, have access to food that is nutritious, safe, personally 

acceptable and culturally appropriate and produced in ways that are environmentally sound and 
socially just. Food Charters address the food system holistically from production through 

processing, consumption and waste, and guide for policy planning, and program development. 

Food Charters have been endorsed in Canadian cities such as Toronto, Vancouver, Squamish, 

Kamloops, and Victoria. The City of Richmond has a strong commitment to a healthy food system. 

Examples include the Official Community Plan, Council Term Goals, Community Wellness 
Strategy, and preservation of agricultural lands. 

This Richmond Food Charter captures and expresses the community's shared values and 

commitments towards creating a healthy food system and a food secure Richmond. Your 

endorsement will launch the Richmond Food Charter in Richmond. We believe that building a 

food secure community is a collective responsibility, and are committed to engage Richmond's 
organizations and citizens to endorse and action the Charter. We look forward to the release of 

the Metro Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan and the potential to advance 

commitments of both documents through a Richmond food strategy working group. 

Sincerely, 

·t1~;mg;r· 

Anita Georgy 

Executive Director 
Richmond Food Security Society 

Appendix 1: Richmond Food Charter 

Anne Swann 

Public Health Dietitian 
Vancouver Coastal Health 

Appendix 2: Richmond Food Charter Working Group Member Organizations and Community 
Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks 
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RICHMOND Food security 
exists when all members 

FOOD of our community, at all times, have 
access to nutritious, safe, personally 

acceptable and culturally 
appropriate foods, produced in 
ways that are environmentally 

sound and socially just. 
CHARTER 

Community Values 

Food is a basic human need and right 

Safe and nutritious foods are essential for 
good health 

Farming and food are important parts of 
Richmond 's culture 

Food-related education contributes to 
community wellbeing 

Ecologically sound practices are the basis of a 
sustainable food system 

....___ __ __, Community Commitment 

Social 
Justice 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Culture 

Education 

Healthy 
Environment 

Work continually to improve access to food for all 

Ensure our food supply is safe and healthy 

Celebrate our diversity by supporting and sharing 
food traditions 

Provide education and support for food skills 
training, including gardening, healthy cooking, 
and safe food handling 

Preserve and strengthen land and water resources 
that support food production. Promote food 
industry practices that reduce environmental 
impacts and greenhouse gas emissions 

Local farms and food processors strengthen Economic Foster a culture that values and supports farmers 
Richmond's economy Development and farm workers 

Policies and regulations strengthen community 
food security 

Responsible Collaborate with community groups, businesses, & all 
Government levels of governments to ensure a food secure future 
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Appendix 2 

Richmond Food Charter Working Group 

Member Organizations 

Canadian Federation of University Women-
Richmond 

City of Richmond 

Richmond Poverty Response Committee 

Richmond Food Security Society 

Vancouver Coastal Health 

Community Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks 

Vancouver Cogstal Health Bariatric Program Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee 
Nutrition and Cooking Class 

Canadian Federation of University Women- Richmond Family Place Society (4 groups) 
Richmond 

City of Richmond Advisory Committee on the Richmond Food Bank Society 
Environment 

City of Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee Richmond Multicultural Community Services 
(2 groups) 

Family Services of Greater Vancouver Richmond Poverty Response Committee 

Feeding A Healthy Richmond Forum Break Out Richmond Public Library 
Group 

Foster Parents Support Group Richmond Women's Resource Centre 

MILAP (Indo-Canadian Women's Group) Richmond Youth Service Agency 

Minoru Place Activity Centre Somali Women's Group 

Richmond Centre for Disability (2 groups) Stir It Up Youth Community Kitchen 

Richmond Child Care Resource and Referral Centre Touchstone Family Association 

June 2016 
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c f u w THE POWER OF WOMEN WORKING TOGET~E~J ·· 
. :'~;.t '_-'" 

·i;.. 

June 17, 2016 

To Mayor Brodie and City of Richmond Councillors, 

CFUW Richmond (Canadian Federation of University Women) has been part of the Richmond 
community since 1967. CFUW has developed national policies, which are supported by clubs in 
every provmce. 

The members of CFUW-Richmond have a longstanding interest in food security and the 
resolution below was proposed by us and adopted as CFUW-National policy in 2012. 

"RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation ofUniversity Women urge the federal, provincial, 
aboriginal, territorial, regional and municipal governments 

1. to create a comprehensive, legislated, coordinated national food security policy, with a 

dedicated budget, to ensure an affordable, accessible, nutritious, safe, and sustainable food 
supply for all; 

2. to develop urban and rural food production opportunities, and in particular, to encourage new 

farmers, by identifying land suitable for agriculture, ensuring access to credit for land and 
equipment purchase, providing educational support, and facilitating infrastructure investment; 

3. to adopt and enforce legislation that preserves agricultural land for food production." 

CFUW Richmond participated in developing the Richmond Food Charter. Past President, Sue 
Burford, as the club representative, was very involved in the committee and a number of our 
members participated in the kitchen table discussion. 

We strongly endorse the adoption of the Richmond Food Charter. 

Brenda Denchfield 

President 

CFUW Richmond 

cfuw-richmond.org CFUW Richmond 
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To: 

From: 

Re: 

City of 
Richmond 

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
Committee 

Mike Redpath 
Senior Manager, Parks 

Richmond Food Charter 

Staff Recommendation 

Report to Committee 

Date: June 8, 2016 

File: 11-7000-01/2016-Vol 
01 

That the Richmond Food Charter, as detailed in the staff report titled "Richmond Food Charter," 
dated June 8, 2016, from the Senior Manager, Parks, be endorsed. 

M .~ 
Mike Redpath 
Senior Manager, Parks 
(604-247-4942) 

Att. 3 

ROUTED TO: 

Sustainability 
Community Social Development 

REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT I 
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 

5032742 

REPORT CONCURRENCE 

CONCURRENCE CONCURRENCE OF GENERAL MANAGER 

0 ~~ 0 ----= 

INITIALS: -tt:~o PvJ 
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June 8, 2016 - 2-

Staff Report 

Origin 

This report supports Council's 2014-2018 Term Goal #4 Leadership in Sustainability: 

Continue advancement of the City's sustainability framework and initiatives to improve 
the short and long term livability of our City, and that maintain Richmond's position as a 
leader in sustainable programs, practices and innovations. 

4.1. Continued implementation of the sustainability framework. 

4.2. Innovative projects and initiatives to advance sustainability. 

This report supports Council's 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration: 

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with 
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond 
community. 

5.2. Strengthened strategic partnerships that help advance City priorities. 

On June 8, 2016, Mayor and Council received a letter (Attachment 1) from the Richmond Food 
Charter Working Group seeking endorsement of the Richmond Food Charter (Charter) 
(Attachment 2). 

Analysis 

Food Charters and the Food Security Movement 

A food charter is a non-binding set of principles which articulates a community's values 
concerning the production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal of their food. 

In recent years, a growing awareness of the need for sustainable and healthy food has sparked a 
grassroots movement calling for food system reform. This movement has led to the development 
and adoption of food charters in many communities in Canada including Toronto, Vancouver, 
Waterloo, Squamish and Victoria. 

Richmond Food Charter 

Work on the Charter began in 2013 with the establishment of a working group comprised of 
members of the Richmond Food Security Society, the Richmond Poverty Response Committee, 
Vancouver Coastal Health and the Canadian Federation of University Women. The working 
group began by exploring the role of food charters in helping to create food-secure communities 
where all people at all times have access to nutritious, safe food, produced in ways that are 
environmentally sound and socially just. 

After conducting research into best practices across Canada, the working group realized that 
Richmond needed a charter developed by their community for their community. The working 
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June 8, 2016 - 3-

group coordinated a series of "Kitchen Table Talks" to better understand the needs and 
aspirations of Richmond residents regarding food security and the local food system. Hundreds 
of residents representing a variety of local organizations participated in these dialogue sessions 
(Attachment 3). 

The Richmond Food Charter emerged from this process and reflects the needs and aspirations of 
Richmond residents for their community. The Charter outlines Richmond's values and 
commitments concerning the production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal of 
food. These values and commitments are tied to the numerous ways the food system impacts the 
lives of people who live, work and play in Richmond. They are linked to themes of social justice, 
health and well-being, culture, education, healthy environment, economic development and 
responsible government (Attachment 2). 

Rationale and Civic Policy Directives in Support of Endorsing the Richmond Food Charter 

At the regular open Council meeting held on June 11, 2012, Council unanimously endorsed the 
Richmond Children's Charter as a first step in launching that Charter into the broader 
community. The rationale and process for endorsing the Richmond Food Charter is similar. 

In addition to supporting Council Term Goals, the endorsement of the Food Charter supports the 
goals of Council-endorsed policies and plans including the Agricultural Viability Strategy, 
Sustainability Framework, Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape Plan, Parks and Open Spaces 
Strategy, Building our Social Future, the Richmond Wellness Strategy and the 2041 Official 
Community Plan- Moving Towards Sustainability. 

Specifically, the Charter supports the OCP objectives: 

• 7.2.1 - To support and increase the range of urban agriculture and strengthen the food 
system beyond production; 

• 7.2.2 - Strengthen the local food system to contribute to the economic, ecological and 
social well-being ofthe City; 

• 7.2.3- Support locally grown food; 

• 7 .2.4 - Increase access to affordable, healthy food for residents; and 

• 7.2.5- Find ways to recover food waste. 

By endorsing the Charter, Council could further demonstrate the City of Richmond's 
commitment to supporting urban agriculture, strengthening the local food system, increasing 
access to affordable and healthy food and promoting environmentally sustainable practices 
related to food production, distribution and disposal. 

The Food Charter Working Group is seeking endorsement from the City of Richmond first. 
Should Council choose to endorse the Charter, the Working Group will take the Charter back to 
the community to seek endorsement from other organizations. As stated in the letter from the 
Working Group, "Your commitment will launch the Richmond Food Charter in Richmond. We 
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June 8, 2016 - 4-

believe building a food secure community is a collective responsibility, and are committed to 
engage Richmond's organizations and citizens to endorse and action the Charter" (Attachment 
1 ). 

Metro Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan 

On April29, 2016, the Metro Vancouver Board of Directors endorsed the Regional Food System 
Action Plan as a collaborative approach through which local governments can jointly advance a 
sustainable, resilient and healthy regional food system. The Plan was conveyed to member 
municipalities on June 2, 2016 for consideration for endorsement. Staff are currently preparing a 
report with additional background information and recommendations for Council's 
consideration. While endorsing the Charter does not commit the City to any specific actions at 
this time, should Council choose to endorse the Regional Food System Action Plan, staff will 
explore opportunities to advance the values of the Charter in the context of the Regional Food 
System Action Plan. The Richmond Food Charter is consistent with and supports the directions 
of the Action Plan. 

Next Steps 

Should Council choose to endorse the Charter, the next steps would be: 

1. The Food Charter Working Group will take the Charter back into the Community for 
endorsement by other organizations; and 

2. Staff will consider options to action the charter within the context of the Metro 
Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan and report back. 

Financial Impact 

None. 

Conclusion 

The Richmond Food Charter provides a set of principles to guide future food system policy and 
planning. Its endorsement will strengthen the City of Richmond's reputation as a leader in the 
food security movement and support the vision to be "the most appealing, liveable, and well­
managed community in Canada " 

Marie Fenwick 
Manager, Parks Programs 
(604-244-1275) 

Att. 1: Letter to Mayor and Council from Richmond Food Security Society and Vancouver 
Coastal Health 

2: Richmond Food Charter 
3: Richmond Food Charter Working Group and Community Partners 
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June 7, 2016 

Mayor and Council 

City of Richmond 

6911 No.3 Road 

Richmond, BC 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

Attachment 1 

On behalf of the Richmond Food Charter Working Group, we are pleased to present to you, for 

endorsement, the Richmond Food Charter. 

Food Charters remind the community of the primary importance of adequate food for all. In a food 

secure world, all people will, at all times, have access to food that is nutritious, safe, personally 

acceptable and culturally appropriate and produced in ways that are environmentally sound and 
socially just. Food Charters address the food system holistically from production through 

processing, consumption and waste, and guide for policy planning, and program development. 

Food Charters have been endorsed in Canadian cities such as Toronto, Vancouver, Squamish, 

Kamloops, and Victoria. The City of Richmond has a strong commitment to a healthy food system. 

Examples include the Official Community Plan, Council Term Goals, Community Wellness 
Strategy, and preservation of agricultural lands. 

This Richmond Food Charter captures and expresses the community's shared values and 
commitments towards creating a healthy food system and a food secure Richmond. Your 

endorsement will launch the Richmond Food Charter in Richmond. We believe that building a 

food secure community is a collective responsibility, and are committed to engage Richmond's 
organizations and citizens to endorse and action the Charter. We look forward to the release of 

the Metro Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan and the potential to advance 

commitments of both documents through a Richmond food strategy working group. 

Sincerely, 

Anita Georgy 

Executive Director 

Richmond Food Security Society 

Appendix 1: Richmond Food Charter 

Anne Swann 

Public Health Dietitian 

Vancouver Coastal Health 

Appendix 2: Richmond Food Charter Working Group Member Organizations and Community 

Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks 

PRCS - 31



RICHMOND 
FOOD 
CHARTER 

Community Values 

Food is a basic human need and right 

Safe and nutritious foods are essential for 
good health 

Farming and food are important parts of 
Richmond's culture 

Food-related education contributes to 
community wellbeing 

Ecologically sound practices are the basis of a 
sustainable food system 

Social 
Justice 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Culture 

Education 

Healthy 
Environment 

Attachment 2 

Food security 
exists when all members 

of our community, at all times, have 
access to nutritious, safe, personally 

acceptable and culturally 
appropriate foods, produced in 
ways that are environmentally 

sound and socially just. 

Community Commitment 

Work continually to improve access to food for all 

Ensure our food supply is safe and healthy 

Celebrate our diversity by supporting and sharing 
food traditions 

Provide education and support for food skills 
training, including gardening, healthy cooking, 
and safe food handling 

Preserve and strengthen land and water resources 
that support food production. Promote food 
industry practices that reduce environmental 
impacts and greenhouse gas emissions 

Local farms and food processors strengthen Economic Foster a culture that values and supports farmers 
Richmond's economy Development and farm workers 

Policies and regulations strengthen community 
food security 

Responsible Collaborate with community groups, businesses, & all 
Government levels of governments to ensure a food secure future 
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Attachment 3 

Richmond Food Charter Working Group 

Member Organizations 

Canadian Federation of University Women-
Richmond 

City of Richmond 

Richmond Poverty Response Committee 

Richmond Food Security Society 

Vancouver Coastal Health 

Community Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks 

Vancouver Coastal Health Bariatric Program Richmond Family Place Society (4 groups) 
Nutrition and Cooking Class 

Canadian Federation of University Women- Richmond Food Bank Society 
Richmond 

City of Richmond Advisory Committee on the Richmond Multicultural Community Services 
Environment (2 groups) 

City of Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee Richmond Poverty Response Committee 

Family Services of Greater Vancouver Richmond Public Library 

Feeding A Healthy Richmond Forum Break Out Richmond Women's Resource Centre 
Group 

Foster Parents Support Group Richmond Youth Service Agency 

MILAP (Indo-Canadian Women's Group) Somali Women's Group 

Minoru Place Activity Centre Stir It Up Youth Community Kitchen 

Richmond Centre for Disability (2 groups) Touchstone Family Association 

Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee 
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City of 
Richmond 

Report to Committee 

To: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
Committee 

Date: June 3, 2016 

From: Jane Fernyhough File: 11-7000-01/2015-Vol 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 01 

Re: Richmond Arts Update 2015 

Staff Recommendation 

1. That the staff report titled, "Richmond Arts Update 2015" from the Director, Arts, 
Culture and Heritage Services, dated June 3, 2016, be received for information; and 

2. That the City of Richmond Arts Update 2015 be circulated to the Community Partners 
and Funders for their information. 

Jane Femyhough 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 
(604-276-4288) 

Att. 1 

5032449 

REPORT CONCURRENCE 

REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT I 
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 

INITIALS: 
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June 3, 2016 - 2 -

Staff Report 

Origin 

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to help guide the City's actions to make 
Richmond a city with a thriving cultural life where the opportunities for participation in the arts 
are accessible, where artists feel they have a place and are seen as contributing to the community, 
where cultural industries are welcomed and where cultural activity is visible and supported. 

The five strategic directions outlined in the strategy guide the City and its stakeholders' 
involvement in supporting Richmond's arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene 
in Richmond: 

1. Strengthen and support the arts community. 

2. Increase the number of arts spaces and more effectively use existing ones. 

3. Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities. 

4. Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts. 

5. Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts. 

These strategic directions create a solid foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its 
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place 
making, community building, tourism and economic development. This report presents the 
Richmond Arts Update 2015 (Attachment 1), which highlights the year's achievements in the arts. 

This report supports Council's 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City: 

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of 
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond's demographics, rich 
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and 
connected communities. 

2. 3. Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and 
a sense of belonging. 

2. 4. Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities. 

This report supports Council's 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration: 

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with 
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond 
community. 

Analysis 

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 profiles the year in the arts with particular attention to the 
programs and activities led by Community Cultural Development, Richmond Arts Centre, 
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Richmond Media Lab, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art Program and Gateway Theatre. 
Together, these accomplishments reflect the City's continued support and investment in the arts. 

Highlights and achievements of last year include: 
• ArtRich 2015, a regional juried art exhibition at the Richmond Art Gallery in partnership 

with the Richmond Arts Coalition, that featured work by 49 local artists; 
• Pollinator Pasture, a multi-faceted project coordinated by an Emily Carr University 

research team, involving Environmental Sustainability, Public Art, BC Hydro, Westcoast 
Seeds and VanCity, with related bee-themed exhibitions and programs at the Richmond 
Art Gallery and during Culture Days; 

• first place ranking (among medium-sized cities) by Culture Days for largest number of 
registered activities; 

• a new campaign, How Art Works, to increase public awareness about the importance of 
the arts to vibrant communities; 

• performance and exhibition opportunities for local artists as well as professional 
development workshops presented by Public Art and the Richmond Art Gallery in 
collaboration with external partners; and 

• new community partners such as Viva Pharmaceuticals, sponsor of the Richmond Media 
Lab drop-in program. 

The report also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts bring to Richmond by 
encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, enhancing 
understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills, and 
encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to individual well­
being and healthy, sustainable communities. 

Financial Impact 

None. 

Conclusion 

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 highlights the activities and achievements in the arts in the 
community and exemplifies the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond's 
growth into one of the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of 
meaning and sense of place for citizens. An investment in the arts is an investment in the 
community's quality oflife. 

M ager Arts Services 
(604-204-8672) 

Att. 1: Richmond Arts Update 2015 
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Introduction 
n 2015, year-round, Richmond residents of all ages had access 
to affordable, professional arts instruction in visual, media and performing 
arts. They attended co lourful, energetic outdoor cultura l festivals as wel l as 

meaningful, informative presentations by nationally and internationally 
recognized cultural leaders. They encountered contemporary, thought-provoking 
and relevant artworks in the gallery and in the public realm. And they were 
entertained, inspired and moved by musical and theatrical performances. 

Local visual and performing artists and artisans play a vital role in the city's 
cultural identity and Richmond continued to invest in and support their 

development w ith grants, awards, affordable studio space, marketing campaigns 
such as Culture Days, professional development workshops and opportunities 
to participate in Artist Ca lls and to be showcased at public events. 

A healthy arts scene that offers a wide range of opportunities 
to participate in and experience the arts is essential 
to Richmond's aspiration to be the most appealing, 
livab le and well-managed community in Canada. 

Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities are also 

integral to the 2014-2018 Council Term Goal of 

-Silver Donald Cameron, author 

A Vibrant, Active and Connected City, along with strong 
neighbourhoods, effective social service networks and 
outstanding places, programs and services that support 
active living, wel lness and a sense of belonging. 

This 2015 Arts Update summarizes the progress made towards 

achieving the goals of the Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017. 
Throughout the document, you wi ll see coloured icons to show how 
the year's activities help to advance the five strateg ic directions. 

3 
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Richmond Arts Strategic Directions 

1. Strengthen and support the arts community 

2. Increase the number of art spaces and 
more effectively use existing ones 

3. Broaden the diversity of arts 
experiences and opportunities 

4. Expand public awareness and 
understanding of the arts 

5. Broaden the economic potential 
and contribution of the arts 

5 
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Community Cultural 
Development 
Lulu Series: Art in the City ~ A/ 

The 2015 Lulu Series of guest speakers presented three free-to­
the-public events about Art in the City and its importance to 

creating connections between citizens and their communities: 

March 19: Artist, curator and designer, Connie Watts, presented an 
overview of her experiences working with Aboriginal artists across Canada 
as well as creating her own art work for public spaces in cities. Ms. Watts' 
most celebrated work, Hetux, is a large Thunderbird sculpture that hangs 
at Vancouver International Airport's international arrivals terminal . The talk 
was preceded by a short performance by local country music artists Damian 

Marshall and Shanna Lynn performing as Georgia Rain. Attendance: 93 

April 23: Norman Armour, artistic and executive director of Va ncouver's 

PuSh International Performing Arts Festival discussed how the arts, particularly 
festivals, can be a central player in expressing and shaping a city's evolving 
sense of itself. The PuSh Festival has, for more than ten years, presented 
contemporary works for the stage and public spaces that explore and 

reflect upon civic history and identity. A short performance by celebrated 
performing musical artist, Veda Hille, opened this talk. Attendance: 60 

May 14: Founding partner of Winnipeg's multiple award-winning 5468796 
Architecture, Johanna Hurme, talked about how architects and clients 
can think beyond the ordinary when designing for the public realm. The 
difference between good and bad design, according to Ms. Hurme, is long­

term vision, intelligence and care-not the price tag. Her talk was preceded 
by a performance by flamenco guitarist, Baraa Safaa . Attendance: 70 

Diversity l§J Public Awareness A/ Economic Potential 
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2015 RICHMOND ARTS 
AWARDS WINNERS 
Arts Education: Miyouki Jego 

Artistic Innovation: Glen Andersen 

Business and the Arts: Michael 

Audain (Polygon Homes) 

Volunteerism: Geok Bin Phua 

Youth Arts: Angelica Poversky 

Cultural Leadership: Sara Holt 

Richmond Arts Awards • ~ 

C reated in partnership w ith the Richmond Arts Coalition in 2009, 
the seventh annual Richmond Arts Awards recognized artistic 

achievements and contributions to the cultural community by residents, 

artists, educators, organizations and business leaders. The purpose is to: 

honour major contributions by individuals, organizations and businesses 
to the arts; 

cultivate greater visibility and understanding of the va lue of the arts; 

encourage excellence and build new leadership w ithin the arts community; and 

develop patrons for the arts. 

This year, 91 nominations were reviewed and finalists were promoted with 

website announcements, emails to the arts community and a series of ads 
in the Richmond News. The winners in six categories were announced at 
the Richmond Arts Awards ceremony in Council Chambers on May 12. 

Mayor Brodie presided over the ceremony w hich was attended by approximately 
1 00 people. Special guests included Professor of Professional Practice, SFU 
School for Contemporary Arts, Howard Jang; Richmond Arts Coalition 
President, Marina Szijarto; Solaris String Trio; Lulu Island Strummers; the 

Richmond Youth Dance Company and two members of the Richmond 
Youth Media Program, Steven Yau (aka DJ Zazz) and Alex Seleniov. 

Arts and Culture Grant Program • A/ 

T he City's Arts and Culture Grants Program was implemented 
in 2011 to strengthen the infrastructure of arts and culture 

organizations, increase the investment in arts opportunities, 
show support for the careers of local artists and support a w ide 

range of artistic and cultural activity. The program offers two 
types of grants: Project Assistance and Operating Assistance 
to registered non-profit arts and culture organizations . 

On February 2, Council approved the distribution of $105,080. 
A total of $62,190 in Operating Assistance was distributed 

- Tickle Me Pickle Theatre Sports 
Improv Society 

to nine recipients and $42,890 in Project Assistance went to 
eleven adjudicated programs and projects. (See Appendix 1) 
Over the summer, each of the grant recipients met individually 
with staff to discuss the progress of their programs and 
share feedback about the grant application process. 

Minoru Chapel Opera A l§ 

I n 2015, the Minoru Chapel Opera series offered a spring season of three 
concerts (each w ith a matinee and evening performance) in the historic Minoru 

Chapel. On March 4, Opera Mariposa made their Minoru Chapel debut with 
"From Wolfgang to Wagner: Great Moments in Opera" to more than 1 00 
attendees; on April 1, City Opera Vancouver presented "C lassics of the Musical 
Stage," featuring favourites by Gershw in, Porter and Kern, to 110 guests; and 
on May 6, Burnaby Lyric Opera performed highlights from Verdi's La Traviata 
to 70 opera fans. Due to restoration work being undertaken at Minoru Chapel 

later in the year, the Fall Minoru Chapel Opera series was not scheduled . 
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CULTURE DAYS BY 
THE NUMBERS 
48 participating art ists 

and cultural organ izations 

106 free, interactive publ ic activities 

6,000 estimated attendees 

33% of Metro Vancouver 
activities in Richmond 

95% of surveyed activi ty organizers 
positive about the experience 

2015 Arts Update 1 City of Ri chmond 

Culture Days • A~ A/ 

T he seventh annual Culture Days (September 25, 26 & 27, 2015) was another 
highlight of the year with Richmond continuing to be recognized as a leader 

in this Canada-wide movement to raise awareness, accessibility, participation and 

engagement in the arts with free, hands-on and interactive activities. Among 

the offerings were behind-the-scenes tours of the Gulf of Georgia Cannery and 

Gatew ay Theatre; hands-on activities in printmaking, papermaking, Latin dance 

and digital photography; and a wide range of demos, exhibits and activities with 

a bee theme to raise awareness and inspire action to improve bee habitats. 

In terms of numbers, in 2015, Richmond played host to 48 individual artists and 

cultural organizations who collectively presented 106 free, interactive public 

activities over the three-day weekend . This total is raised to 139 if multiple-

day activities are accounted for- a 286% increase since Richmond's first year 

of participation in 201 0. Combined attendance is estimated to be 6,000. 

Richmond's involvement represents 33% of the total 323 activities in the Metro 

Vancouver area, and 17% of the 614 registered activities across the province. 

In the national Culture Days "Top Ten" lists, the City of Richmond topped the list 

of cities with population 50,000-499,999 for largest number of activities, and 

remains in the top fi ve overall. Richmond w as also honoured this year to host the 

official Culture Days Provincial Launch event at Britannia Shipyards National 

Historic Site on September 24. 

i: -··.~· Culture Days provides beneficial professional development 
opportunities for local artists beyond the experience of 

organizing a public activity. The national website offers a wide 

range of how-to's and peer learnings and the third Culture 

Days National Congress, held in Edmonton in May, was an 
occasion for the City to host a free "lunch and learn " for 

~ . . ~ . 

~· A great way to showcase and : ,:~, 
I, promote positive socialization l~ 
~-- and healthy activity. A 92~y;~~r- · '~ 
f. old man tried Zumba.for the · first' ., 
~- time and.he did the high energy j 

~- workout for half an hour and he 
enjoyed it so much that he is . .. , ~ 
considering joining the class ~ ·: 

local artists to attend a live webcast of keynote speaker Jean 

Grand-Maitre, artistic director of Alberta Ballet, and a panel 

discussion on measuring cultural engagement in the arts. 

This fully subscribed event was extremely well-received. 

Artists and organizations that participate in Culture Days 

are provided with packages of promotional materials (some 

provided by the national Culture Days office) including posters, 

programs, balloons, buttons, tattoos, bookmarks and more . 

Feedback from artists and event organizers continues to be excellent; almost all 

(95%) that responded to the follow-up survey found the event to be a positive 

experience and would both participate next year and recommend others to join in . 

• Support A Art Spaces Diversity ~ Public Awareness A/ Economic Potentia l 
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Writer-in-Residence • ~ 

I n Fall 2015, Richmond hosted its fourth Writer-in-Residence program at the 

Richmond Public Library, Richmond Arts Centre and Minoru Place Activity Centre. 

Playwright, Sally Stubbs, led a series of events in October and November that gave 

Richmond residents the opportunity to engage with a professional author. 

Ms. Stubbs is a celebrated playwright and arts educator, who 

also directs and loves to clown. Her plays have been produced, 

presented and studied in Canada as well as South Africa, 

Sweden and India, in theatres, festiva ls, secondary and post­

secondary classrooms and at international conferences. 

The Writer-in-Residence program opened with a public 

reading, Q&A and launch event on September 25 (as part of 

Culture Days) where her "Writing Our Dreams" series of free 

programs for seniors, adults with young children and youth was 

introduced. During her residency, Sally also offered manuscript 

consultations for local aspiring authors to have samples of 

their writ ing evaluated and discussed one-on-one w ith her. 

The residency concluded w ith a multi-generational finale 

performance on November 21 w here 26 participants shared 

wri ting developed at workshops in the previous weeks to an 

audience of 53. 

Richmond Maritime Festival A A/ 

The 12th annual Richmond Maritime Festiva l (a nd fifth as a multi-faceted, 

large-scale arts, culture and heritage ce lebration) at Britannia Shipyards 

National Historic Site attracted an estimated 40,000 visitors on August 6 & 7. The 

heritage site was transformed by delightful maritime-themed art installations, 

roving costumed characters, staged performances featuring local talents and 

many exhibits and interactive creative activities involving artists and artisan guilds 

including the Richmond Carvers Society, Steveston Maritime Modelers, Richmond 

Pottery Club and Richmond Gem and Mineral Society among many other 

organizations. Local artist, David Axelrod, was selected to create the illustration for 

the annual promotional campaign. The festival was programmed in partnership 

with the Richmond Arts Coalition and Britannia Heritage Shipyard Society . 

• Support A Art Spaces Diversity C§J Public Awareness A/ Economic Potential 
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• Support A Art Spaces 

Richmond World Festival A A/ 

T he inaugural Richmond World Festival, on September 5 at Minoru Park, 
was a high-energy international showcase of music, performance, 

food, sports and arts. Among the plethora of cu ltural offerings, visitors (an 
estimated 25,000) enjoyed witty word play at the World of Poetry organized 
by local poet and 2015 Youth Arts Award-winner, Ange lica Poversky; exciting 

technolog ical media insta llations at the Your Kontinent Digital Carnival 
presented by Cinevolution Media Arts Society; Chinese Opera costumes, 
make-up and performance by Vancouver Cantonese Opera (whose Richmond­

based Multicultural Heritage Festival will be merging with the World Festival 
in 2016); and hands-on creative fun with artist Marina Szijarto, as part 
of her Harvest Full Moon Project, a four-month residency at City Centre 
Community Centre (see pages 21 and 25 for more about this project). 

In March 2016, the event was named Most Outstanding Event in Canada by the 
Canadian Event Industry Awards. 

How Art Works ~ 

z 
0 
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MATH & SCIENCE GRADES 

I n Fall 2015, Arts Services launched a new promotional campaign, How Art 
Works, with postcards, posters and a website at www.howartworks.ca to raise 

public awareness about the importance of the arts to vibrant communities. Citing 
research from a range of sources, the campaign describes the often surprising 
ways that arts participation impacts health and wel lness, quality of life for seniors, 

cultural empathy, economic impact and academic performance. (See Appendix 2) 

Diversity ~ Public Awareness A/ Economic Potential 
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The campaign also features photographs of three Richmond residents­
ballerina, Iris Chen; singer, Ajaye Jardine and vio linist, Shoyao Ma-who, under 
the direction of 123W creative director, Rob Sweetman (h imself a Richmond 
resident), posed for a series of designs that mimic mathematical graphs. 

In 2016, the campaign continues with (bi lingual) transit shelter 
advertising, a fold-out cover for the Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Guide, a robust social media lnstagram campaign and a public contest 
to create work for the No. 3 Road Canada Line art columns. 

Branscombe House Artist-in-Residence A ~ 

I n 2015, an inaugural Call for Artists was issued for an artist-in-residence 
to li ve at the recently restored Branscombe House. The Call attracted 24 

proposals from artists hailing from seven countries. A selection of panelists 
representing the local arts community worked w ith staff to select celebrated 
art ist, Rhonda Weppler (San Francisco, CA), as the successfu l applicant. 

Throughout 2016, Ms. Wepp ler w ill present a range of free pub lic 

activities, open stud ios, workshops and exhibitions in exchange for live/ 
work studio space upstairs in this popular heritage building. 

S ince 2009, Arts Services has annual ly sent dozens of emails 
throughout the year to Richmond's arts community to keep them 

informed about City- led opportunities and programs for and of interest 
to them. The list current ly has more than 350 recipients including 
individua l artists and cultural organizations who rece ive occasiona l 

messages to alert them to Artist Ca lls, funding deadlines, promotiona l 
opportunities, professional development workshops and more . 

11 
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2015 EXHIBITION ATIENDANCE 
3,362 Close Listening 

4,229 Greg Girard 

1,629 ArtRich 

5, 129 Cameron Cartiere/jasna guy 

Richmond Art Gallery 
ichmond Art Gallery is a nationally recognized municipal 
gallery known for its diverse array of exhibitions on issues and ideas of 
importance to our community, featuring Canadian and international 
artists. Richmond Art Gallery exhibitions, educational programs and 

events contribute to the growth of a vibrant cultural community in Richmond. 

Exhibitions • A/ 

T he Richmond Art Gallery presented five exhibitions (accompanied by 
educational programs that illuminated issues underlying the work) in 

2015, representing emerging to senior artists from Canada and other countries 
to bring a range of contemporary issues and practices to this community. 

CLOSE LISTENING: Ell BORNOWSKY, JEREMY HOF, MONIQUE MOUTON, JINNY YU 
January 30-March 29, 2015 

Close Listening featured the work of four painters who are reconsidering the 
possibilities of abstraction with inventive approaches to their material. Collectively, 
these artists explore the medium of paint through non-traditional techniques 
while challenging the definition of the act of painting. This exhibition was 
organized and circulated by the Ottawa Art Gallery and curated by Ola Wlusek . 

GREG GIRARD: RICHMOND/KOWLOON 
Aprii18-June 28, 2015 

Richmond/Kowloon presented Vancouver-based artist Greg Girard's photographs 
documenting Kowloon Walled City (Hong Kong) as well as new photos of 
Richmond neighbourhoods and residents taken specifically for the exhibition at 
the invitation of the Gallery. RAG published a 44-page illustrated catalogue with 
essays by architect Rufina Wu and UBC English Professor Glenn Deer, as well as 
an interview with Greg Girard by Nan Capogna, who curated the exhibition . 

• Support A Art Spaces Diversity ~ Public Awareness A/ Economic Potential 
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ARTRICH 2015 
July 18-August 15, 2015 

ArtRich 2015 was a regional juried art exhibition presented in 
partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition (RAC). The 

exhibition provided an opportunity to showcase the arts in our 
community on a regional level as well as assist artists to gain 
greater exposure. The more than 150 artworks submitted for 
consideration and 49 artworks se lected included a variety of 

media from emerging and established artists that explored a 
broad range of concerns and interests. 

CAMERON CARTIERE AND THE CHART 
COLLECTIVE: FOR ALL IS FOR YOURSELF 

JASNA GUY: NOT BY CHANCE ALONE 
September 12, 2015-January 3, 2016 

Public Art Facilitator and exhibition curator, Cameron 
Cartiere, and the chART Collective's For Allis For Yourself 
explored increasing sustainable habitats for bees to 

counter the alarming decrease in bee numbers. Cartiere's 
socia l practice included work ing with va rious Richmond 
communities to produce handmade seed paper (from 
recycled office paper) that was then laser cut into 

10,000 "bees" to create the Gallery installation. An exhibition brochure 

with an essay by Cameron Cartiere accompanied the exhibition. 

North Vancouver based-artist, jasna guy, created this body of work over three 
years in response to news of collapsing bee colonies and the subsequent 
impact this has on a broad variety of ecosystems. Tens of thousands of 
individually printed images on hundreds of silk tissue sheets represented 
30,000 individual honey bees in addition to other related components. 
At the opening reception, vocal ensemble musica intima performed a 
new arrangement of English beekeeper Charles Butler's madrigal, "The 
Feminine Monarchy" (1609). An exhibition brochure with an essay by 
exhibition curator Nan Capogna accompanied the exhibition. 

-Leanne Teixeira, Grade 5 Teacher 
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ARTIST INTERVIEWS ON VIDEO 
For each exhibition, the Gallery produces 
video interviews of the artists talking 
about their work. In 2015, the Gallery 
produced four art ist interviews: 

Ola Wlusek and Jeremy Hof 
for Close Listening 

Greg Girard for Richmond/Kowloon 

jasna guy fo r not by chance alone 

Cameron Cartiere for For 
All is For Yourself 

2015 Arts Update I City of Richmond 

Community Outreach and Programs • C§J 

EXHIBITION-RELATED PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
During the Close Listening exhibition, exhibiting artist Jeremy Hof led a 

sold out art workshop on Abstract Painting. Mr. Hof taught art novices 

and experienced artists experimental painting techniques, having each 

participant create up to three abstract paintings in one afternoon. The 

gallery followed up a few weeks later with a workshop on Colour when 

instructor Melanie Devoy led participants through basic colour mixing 

exercises to introduce colour theory w ith hands-on painting techniques. 

As part of the exhibition Greg Girard: Richmond/Kowloon, the Gallery hosted the 

panel, Curse of the Livable City, a discussion on the changing cityscape led by 
Facilitator Leslie Van Duze r, Professor and Director at the School of Architecture 
& Landscape Architecture, UBC. Panelists Greg Girard (photographer), Bing 
Thom (Principal, Bing Thom Architects), Glenn Deer (Assistant Professor of 
English and Associate Editor of Canadian Literature, Dept. of English, UBC), 
and Rufina Wu (a rchitect, AIBC) had a conversation about Richmond as part of 

Metro Vancouver, and its ranking as one of North America's most livable cities. 
A crowd of 65 participated in the discussion about the changing nature of cities, 
and how Richmond compares to what is happening in other cities around the 
world. The discussion was also live-tweeted via Bing Thom Associates and the 
Richmond Art Gallery, to enlarge the conversation to an online audience. 

Another event during this exhibition was an illustrated Artist Talk by 
Greg Girard . Co-sponsored by the Contemporary Art Society of Vancouver, 
this talk introduced 44 art collectors, gallery owners, local photographers, 
and art lovers to Girard's extensive photography career. Participants closed 
the program with questions, many curious about how Mr. Girard's year 
spent exploring Richmond compared with his extensive travels to Asia. 

During the Doors Open Richmond weekend, the Gallery provided tours of 

the Greg Girard: Richmond/Kowloon exhibition in English and Mandarin to 45 
visitors, as well as a hands-on paper-making workshop for 50 visitors of all 
ages. The paper-making workshop was part of the upcoming fall exhibition, 
Cameron Cart/ere and the chART Collective.· For All is For Yourself. The seed 
paper sheets made by participants at the Doors Open workshop were die-cut 
into bee shapes, and made up a larger installation in the gallery of 10,000 bees. 

Many programs were scheduled during the jasna guy and Cameron Cartiere 
exhibitions, including artist's talks and many workshops. Buzzworthy was 
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a two-day event held over the Culture Days weekend during w hich va rious 
bee-themed activities were held throughout the Cultural Centre, including 
artist tours of the exhibition, a button-making workshop w ith artist jasna 
guy, pollen microscopy viewings with beekeeper Brian Campbell, a seed-
paper making workshop w ith artists from the chART Collective, gardening 
workshops with artist Lori Weidenhammer, a bee embroidery demonstration 
and workshop with artist Heather Talbot, and many others. On December 
10, the public was invited to a special event and take away seed paper bees 
to plant in their own gardens. A panel discussion, Beeing Part of the 
Solution, was moderated by Lesley Douglas, City of Richmond Manager of 
Environmental Sustainability, and included artists jasna guy and Cameron 
Cartiere, beekeeper Brian Campbell, scientist Dr. Elizabeth Elle and w riter Nancy 
Holmes. The speakers talked about their bee-related projects and recommended 
actions we can all take to create a more sustainable environment for bees. 

A new project, For All is For Yourself-RAG Youth Outreach, was funded by 
the Richmond Community Foundation. The project brings students and their 
teachers from three Richmond schools-JN Burnett, Cambie, and McRoberts 
Secondary Schools-together w ith professional artists, art facilitators and 
Gallery staff to share skills, interests and ideas about the collapsing of honeybee 
colonies. Gallery staff, Cameron Cartiere and the chART Collective shared their 
work with students and teachers on field trips and in the classroom to help plan 
an art project that reflects the va lues of cooperative labour, promotes discussion 
about wild pollinators and supports an educational model that provides training 
for community members to take an active role in habitat solutions for bees. In 
2015, students participated in a tour of the exhibitions, a seed paper workshop 
and visited the Bath Slough Pollinator Field . This project will continue in 2016. 

The Richmond Art Gallery helps to organize exhibitions of quality 
artwork by local artists for display off-site at Richmond City Hall. 
In 2015, the Gallery presented the following exhibitions: 

Jan 13-Mar 9 Kathleen Gallagher, Translations of Nature 

Mar 9-Apr 21 Sorour Abdollahi, Intersecting Landscapes 

Apr 21-Jun 16 Sand Wan, The Passing of Time 

Jun 17-0ct 7 Focus on Creativity: Works by members of the 
Richmond Photo Club 

Oct 7-Nov 12 Richmond Society for Community Living 

15 
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2015 SCHOOL ART PROGRAM 
BY THE NUMBERS 
124 school tou rs and workshops 

3,022 st udents 

46 teachers at two Pro-D workshops 

2015 Art s Update I City of Richmon d 

Ongoing Public Programs I ~ 

I n addition to the many exhibition-based programs offered, the Gallery regularly 
presents a variety of opportunities for the public to appreciate and learn about 

art. These programs offer different "entry points" to the exhibitions depending 

on the visitors' comfort level and learning style. These programs include 

DROP-IN DRAWING FOR ADULTS 
In this on-going monthly program, local artist Tony Yin Tak Chu leads drawing 
demonstrations, encouraging participants to draw from the artworks in the gallery 

while learning new drawing techniques. This program is offered to all skill levels, 
attracting local art lovers looking for a space to socialize while they learn about art 
and how to draw. 

ART+ TEA+ TALK 

FAMILY SUNDAY 
The Family Sunday program remains a popular monthly 
program averaging 1 00- 160 participants per month, 

many of whom are regular monthly visitors. Family Sunday 
also provides training and job skills to a team of youth 
volunteers, who assist in the coordination of the program . 

The program continues to be sponsored by the RBC 
Foundation to provide this program free of charge. 

This free program is a social event for adults and seniors, to come 
once per exhibition to learn about the current exhibition and discuss 
ideas about artists and contemporary art. The program encourages 
a casual discussion with gallery staff and participants, who learn 

from each other and share what the art means to them. 

SCHOOL ART PROGRAM 
The Richmond Art Gallery School Art Program introduces students from 
Preschool to Grade 7 to the world of contemporary art through interactive 
gallery tours and exhibition-based, hands-on art activities. The Gallery 
receives annual funding for the School Art Program from TD Bank Group. 

In 2015, 124 school tours and workshops were conducted, serving 3,022 students 
from all over the Lower Mainland, including Richmond, Vancouver, Surrey and 
Delta . As well, 46 teachers participated in two Pro-Development workshops. 
Several adult ESL tours were also provided, along with presentations at the 
Richmond Teachers District Convention. 

In 2015, the School Art Program continued its partnership with the UBC Faculty 
of Education in their Community-based Field Experience program . This program 

pairs students from the Teacher Education program with community organizations 
to allow teacher candidates to gain experience outside the traditional classroom. 
Susanne Chow, a secondary arts teacher candidate was assigned to this program, 
and gained experience working with children aged 3-12 in a gallery context. 
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Partnerships A I ~ A/ 

T he Richmond Art Gallery has developed and continues to consolidate 

relationships with numerous community partners such as the Richmond 

Women's Resource Centre (and their Chinese Grandmothers' group), Richmond 

School District, City of Richmond Diversity Services, Contemporary Art Society of 

Vancouver, Richmond Public Library, Richmond Museum, Richmond Public Art 

Program, Richmond Arts Centre, Richmond Media Lab, Cinevolution Media Arts 

Society, SUCCESS, Richmond Delta Youth Orchestra, Monte Clark Gallery, 

Richmond Cares Richmond Gives, City of Richmond Seniors Services and UBC 

Faculty of Education. 

' The School Art Program delivers 
such rich and deep learning 
opportunities for students of all 
ages. The professional and very 
knowledgeable staff offer students 
the opportunity to explore the 
styles of a variety of artists in 
an authentic way. Students are 
engaged throughout the process 
from observing, discussing, 
learning, and exploring in the 
art gallery as well as in the 
painters lab. I enjoy attending 
this program and I think it is a 
wonderful extension to what 
is taught in the classroom. 

New partnerships in 2015 include those w ith Capture 

Photography Festival, Richmond Arts Coalition, Bing Thom 

Architects, UBC SALA, The Bee School, Richmond School District 

Green teams, COR Environmental Sustainability Department, 

Richmond Food Security Society, Earthw ise Society, Feed the 

Bees, Lulu Island Honey, Tugwell Creek Honey Farm & Meadery, 

Richmond Green Ambassadors, Gallery Jones, Players Wanted 

Games & Collectibles and the West Vancouver Museum. 

In 2015, the Richmond Art Gallery collaborated with Richmond 

Public Art and CARFAC BC on Art at Work, a series of 

professional development workshops for artists. The first 

of these workshops was held in October, and focused on 

providing artists w ith the necessary components of applying 

for public art projects. The series continues in 2016. 

These partnerships allow the Gallery to create mutually 

beneficial opportunities for audience crossover, resource 

sharing and cooperative programming and help to extend 

the understanding of art's significance in everyday life. 

Funding A A/ 

The Gallery benefits from financial and in-kind support of many organizations. 

In 2015, the Gallery received cash and in-kind assistance from three leve ls 

of government, large and small businesses, private foundations and individuals . 
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RICHMOND PUBLIC ART 
PROGRAM TO-DATE: 
154 Total number of artworks 

in collection 

11 1 Permanent artwork installations 

43 Temporary installations 
(39 no longer on display) 

115 Tota l number of permanent 
and temporary artworks currently 
on display 

Richmond Public Art Program 

T 
he Richmond Public Art Program provides a means for 
including art in creating a culturally rich environment for a vibrant 

healthy and sustainable city. Public art is incorporated into civic and 
private development projects to spark community participation and civic 

pride in the building of our public spaces. In addition to permanent and temporary 
artworks, the Public Art Program offers a stimulating program of educational and 
community engagement events to increase public awareness of the arts and 
encourage public dialogue about art and issues of interest and concern to 
Richmond residents. 

Civic Public Art Program ~ 

I n 2015, public art was commissioned by t he City and installed at community 
centres, parks, civic buildings and along city sidewalks. These included: 

MOTIF OF ONE AND MANY 
by Rebecca Bayers 
City Centre Community Centre 

Motif of One and Many explores the idea of community as a 
creation that is greater than the sum of its parts. A colourful 
grid of triangles covers the floor of this community centre's 

second floor lobby, representing individuals and groups who 
have come together to form new relationships. Research 
conducted at the Richmond Archives inspired the layout that 
echoes ancient motifs and acknowledges the city's cultural 
diversity. The word motif commonly refers to a repeated theme 

or pattern and is a term used in visual arts, textile arts and folklore. The origin of 

the word also refers to a motive, as in "that which inwardly moves a person." 
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LULU SWEET: ISLAND 
by Deanne Achong and Faith Moosang 
Britannia Shipyat·ds National Historic Site 

Lulu Suite is a public art project that looks at the history of 

Richmond through a combination of historical and contemporary 
lenses. Artists, Deanne Achong and Faith Moosang, have created 
three narrative-based projects that explore questions of 
technology, public space and the means in which history is 
collected, archived and shared. The third work, Lulu Sweet: 

Island, which premiered at the 2014 Your Kontinent International 
Film Festival, was re-installed in the Murakami Boatworks at 

Britannia Shipyards for Ships to Shore, June 28- July 1, 2015. The imagery and 

sounds invite the audience to consider the beauty of the industrial presence 
rooted to the site by the hypnotic flow of the river. In 2016, the film will be 
permanently installed as part of the Seine Net Loft's new interactive exhibits. 

STAR ARC 
by Danna De Groot, W3 Design 
Richmond Olympic Oval 

The Richmond Olympic Experience Cauldron, Star Arc, marks 
the end of the exterior exhibit experience, "Torch Route 
Across the Nation," and symbolizes the intangible elements 
of the Olympic Games: the unifying, eternal light of the flame 
(represented in LED lighting) and the sense of "being a part 

of something bigger" that the Olympic Games evoke. Star 
Arc is a distinctly transformative point in what is designed 
to be a "journey of transformation" for the visitor. 

LULU, A MEMORY GARDEN 
by Jacqueline Metz and Nancy Chew 
Paulik Gardens Neighbourhood Park 

A centrepiece of large etched black stone paver slabs, placed in a radial pattern, 
incorporates the drawings of horticultural images created by Palmer Senior 
Secondary art students . The work represents a story about the park's past and 
about people's experiences of gardens. 

CURRENT II 
by Andrea Sirois 
Alexandra District Energy Utility Building 

Current II, completed in November 2015 to expand on the work 
of Current (20 13), continues the theme of water as energy. 
Photographic images depict water flowing around the building's 
exterior, symbolizing the geothermal energy that is literally 

flowing below Richmond's first geothermal energy facility 
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City Utility Cabinet Wrap Program 
On March 23, 2015, Council endorsed the implementation program for 
integrating artwork on City of Richmond utility boxes. The Public Art Program, 
in partnership with Engineering and Public Works and the Transportation 

Department, installed eight new art wraps around Richmond in 2015. 
These included: 

DELTA TREES 
by Ross Munro 

THE SOCKEYE SPECIAL- THE INTERURBAN TRAM 
by David Pacholko 
Van Horne Sanitary Lift Station 

The artist researched the Vancouver and Lulu Island 

Railway, affectionately known as The Sockeye Special, 
which ran from 1902 to 1958. Combining images from 
Richmond Archives and a colourful BCER logo, he pays 
tribute to the industries that flourished during this 

time, and helped shape Richmond then and today. 

Odlin West Sanitary Lift Station kiosk 

This artw ork depicts birch and shore pine trees, the typical dominant species 
of the original bog landscape of the Fraser River Delta. The mountains 
beyond the trees indicate we are looking to the north and provide an 
orientation point, just as they do for the people of Richmond. 

ISLAND CITY 
by Mir Agol 
Richmond Centre Sanitary Lift Station kiosk 

This wrap features retouched archival images of various modes of transportation 
that have served Richmond, from horse drawn carts to tall ships to air planes. 

HOP ON THE TRAIN 

CANNERY GIRLS 

STEVESTON MEAT MARKET 
DOCKSIDE 

DOWNTOWN STEVESTON 
by Andrew Briggs 

Traffic control boxes at No. 1 Road and Moncton 
Street in Steveston Village and the No. 1 

Road South Drainage Pump Station. 

For these five works, the artist combined archival images of 
local architecture, streetscapes, landscapes, as well as abstract 
forms to create a juxtaposition of time and place . 

In addition, several civic public art projects were commissioned in 2015, 
and are scheduled for installation in 2016-2017 (see Appendix 3) . 
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Community Public Art Program A l l§ 

THE HARVEST FULL MOON PROJECT 
For four months, community artist Marina Szijarto offered an exciting range of 
free workshops and open studio drop-in sessions at the new City Centre 
Community Centre. The arts and environment-based programs involving food, 
lantern-making and more, culminated in the Harvest Full Moon Procession and 

Celebration on September 26, 2015. 

PIANOS ON THE STREET 2015 
The second annual program built bridges and delighted passers­
by throughout the community by bringing pianos to open-air 
locations in Minoru Plaza, Britannia Heritage Shipyards site and 
the Terra Nova Rural Park, from July through September 2015. 
Each piano was decorated by a local arts group to represent the 
flavour of the community where it was situated and the public 
was invited to play the instruments and upload media of 
themselves to a dedicated website, www.supportpiano .com. This 

project was sponsored by Pacey's Pianos. 

POLLINATOR PASTURE 
This multi -faceted project coordinated by an Emily Carr University 
research team, creates environmental-based artworks to benefit 
a multitude of pollinators in the agricultural communities of 
Kelowna and Richmond. The Richmond component, located in 
Bath Slough and Bridgeport Industrial Park, is a collaborative 
effort w ith Environmental Sustainability, Parks and Public Art with 
the City and external partners BC Hydro, Westcoast Seeds and 
VanCity. The development of an enhanced demonstration pasture 
for pollinators within the park and Bath Slough will demonstrate 
how public art can be used as a catalyst for ecological change. 

Private Development Public 
Art Program A ~ A/ 
Through the development applications process, private developers continued to 
provide high quality public art to enrich the public realm . In 2015, the follow ing 
projects were completed: 

EBB & FLOW 
by Jacqueline Metz and Nancy Chew 
Carol Tong Centre 

This work is inspired by the idea that every place is made up of 
various communities, intersecting in diverse ways like lines of 
energy and that each individual is similarly made up of varied 
histories, experiences, and interests: the strands of our identity. 
Located at the home of the new City Centre Community 
Centre, this artwork is a "snapshot", or moment in time, of 
a braided river. Such rivers come together, separate, change 
form and pattern as a metaphor for shifting, overlapping, 

interweaving communities, and for the constant flux of society and culture. 
The work was commissioned by Canada Sunrise Deve lopment Corp . 
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TANGO 
by Javier Campos and Elspeth Pratt 
Kiwanis Towers 

In contrast to the demands of habitation and construction logic 
of buildings that surround it, tango proposes deceptively simple 
sculptural gestures. With simple and elegant sculptural shapes, 
three forms of wood, steel and concrete stand locked in an 
intimate dance. Their forms allude to an individuality of material 
that resists their industrialization in the construction industry. This 

work was commissioned by Polygon Homes. 

SEQUENCE 
by Eliza Au and Nick Santillan 
Harmony building 

This work is a geometric pattern based on fish scales, carved 
by water-jet into aluminum screens and placed along the full 
height of the building. The repeated pattern and lustrous 

surface convey a sense of rhythm, movement, and flexibility, 
much like a fish moving in water. The overall design also 
alludes to the flow of water and the role streams and rivers 

play in connecting communities of people and distinct land 
regions. The work was commissioned by Tow nline Ventures . 

Several private development public art projects were commissioned in 2015, 
and are scheduled for installation in 2016-2017 (see Appendix 3) . 

Unique Projects A ~ 
N0.3 ROAD ART COLUMNS 
Exhibition 9: Small Monuments to Food 

Small Monuments to Food examines how Richmond's diversity 
of cultures-including social, economic and political histories­
have influenced the way we think, produce, consume, protect 
and build community and identity around food. The project 
was created in co llaboration with the City's Environmental 
Sustainability section and the Sharing Farm. Original artworks 
created for Part 1 of the project, on display through November 
2015, included Where do you think food comes from? by 
artist Dawn Lo, An Unfamiliar Place by Patty Tseng and Plates 
for Local Palates by Ariel Kirk-Gushowaty. Part 2, installed 

in December 2015, features the work of three local artists, and includes The 
Farm, The Market, The Table, The End by Eric Button, Seed Bank by Catherine 
Chan and When You Eat Today, Thank a Farmer by Deborah Koenker. 

CANADA LINE TERMINUS PLINTH PROJECT 
Cluster by Carlyn Yandle remained on display throughout most of 

2015. In November 2015, the brightly coloured metal artwork was 
removed for recycling to make way for the next temporary plinth 
project, Skydam by Nathan Lee, installed in early 2016 . 
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Public Art Education and Engagement Program 

· ~~ 
PECHAKUCHA NIGHT RICHMOND 
Ten speakers from a variety of different professions and 
backgrounds presented their stories at each of the four 

free PechaKucha Night Richmond events in 2015. The 
presentations reflected on influential experiences and the 
changes that these have brought about in fields ranging from 

design and art to social inclusion, environmental activism 
and entrepreneurship. Pecha Kucha is a presentation format 
w here speakers present 20 images and tell their stories as 

the photos automatically advance every 20 seconds. 

Volume 9: Feed the Soul 
March 26, 20 7 5, Melville Centre for Dialogue at KPU Richmond Campus 

Hosted and produced by second year students in the Graphic Design for 
Marketing Program at Kwantlen Polytechnic University Richmond Campus, this 
event featured ten speakers on a w ide range of subjects. Attendance: 125. 

Volume 10: Wonders of Wood 
May 8, 20 7 5, Chinese Bunkhouse, Britannia Heritage Shipyards 
Ten creative and specialized practitioners in architecture, instrument-making, 
art and design and environment shared their creative process of envisioning 

wood in unique ways. Attendance: 60 

Volume 11: Gateways: Culture in Translation 
August 5, 20 7 5, Richmond Cultural Centre Performance Hall 
Presented in partnership w ith Gateway Theatre, this event explored what 
happens w hen arts and culture are experienced in different languages. 

Attendance: 45 

Volume 12: Word, Words, Words 
Oct 7, 207 5, Richmond Public Library Brighouse Branch Living Room 
Presented in partnership with the Richmond Public Library, this event featured 
ten people who work with words including a poet, a novelist and a newspaper 
publisher. Attendance: 35 

CULTURE DAYS PUBLIC ART BUS TOURS 
Participants of all ages joined Public Art Planner Eric Fi ss and special 

guest artists Deanne Achong and Faith Moosang for two fully subscribed 
bus tours exploring some of Richmond's newest artworks. 

ART AT WORK 
Presented in partnership with the Canadian Artists Representation/Front des 
artistes canadiens (CARFAC) and the Richmond Art Gallery, this series of 
professional development workshops and events is designed to provide artists 
w ith the knowledge and skills required for pursuing a professional arts practice in 

the fields of public art, visual art and community arts. Workshops and events for 
the fall series were free, w ith additional programming planned for spring of 2016 . 
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2015 RPAAC MEMBERS: 
Aderyn Davies, Chair 

Sandra Cohen, Vice Chair 

Chris Charlebois 

Simone Guo 

Valerie Jones 

Shawne Maci lntyre 

Victoria Padi lla 

Willa Walsh 

Xuedong Zhao 

Councillor Carol Day, Council Liaison 
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ALEXANDRA ROAD PUBLIC ART PLAN I PUBLIC ART COLLECTIVE VIDEO 
Under the direction of Dr. Cameron Cartiere, Associate Professor at Emily Carr 
University of Art+ Design (ECUAD) and Amit Sandhu, General Manager, Am-Pri 

Group, ECUAD students developed and presented the Alexandra Road Public Art 
Plan to City staff representing Planning, Environmental Sustainability, Parks, Public 
Art and Archives on April 1, 2015. The collaboration was documented in a film 

produced by Sharad Khan~ with support from Am-Pri Developments, ECUAD, 
Stantec and the City of Richmond. The video, The Public Art Collective, is available 
for view ing on line through Vimeo at vimeo.com/159390304. The Alexandra 

Road Public Art Plan was used to guide the artist select ion process for the private 
development at 9580 Alexandra Road. 

Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee C§J 

The Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee (RPAAC) is a Council­
appointed voluntary advisory committee that provides input on public art 

policy, planning , education and promotion At monthly meetings, members 
received presentations on new civic, private development and community 
project proposals and provided feedback and recommendations. Updates 

on discussions on public art for upcoming development were provided by 
the Committee's appointee to the Advisory Design Panel, Xuedong Zhao. 

In 2015, the Committee held three facilitated workshops to review 
the Administrative Procedures Manual and recommended updates to 
improve clarity and administration of the Public Art Program. 
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ARTS EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
BY THE NUMBERS: 
538 courses 

4,654 registered students 

653 waitlisted 

30 professional instructors 

Richmond Arts Centre 

T 
he Richmond Arts Centre provides high calibre arts 
experiences that are accessible, relevant and professionally delivered. 

The Arts Centre focusses on advancing arts education in the general 

public w hile supporting artists and arts organizations in creating 

products and providing a creative outlet for the community. In addition to hosting 

significant events such as the Children's Arts Festival, the Centre is home to ten 

Resident Art Groups who, collectively, occupied 4,000+ hours in the studios. 

In order to ensure safe and professional spaces are available for the public, the 

Arts Centre has undergone several facility upgrades in the recent past including 

the pottery, painting and performing arts studios. In 2015, the process for a major 

upgrade of the lapidary studio was initiated and is slated for completion in 2016. 

Arts Education Programs • ~ ~ 

T he Richmond Arts Centre continues to develop and diversify its Arts 

Education offerings to meet the growing community demand for high 

quality arts education. The programs developed and offered in 2015 ensured 

the community continued to have access to a strong base of introductory or 

beginner arts education while increasing its access to higher-level learning 

opportunities. In 2015, the Arts Centre introduced beginner-level classes in 

sculpture, acting, improv and violin, as well as advanced programs in comics 

and cartooning, pottery, adult ballet and studio art for youth and adults. 

The year-round dance program continues to be in high demand with 558 

students in 2015 and another 124 waitlisted. In addition to classes in ballet, 

tap, jazz, hip hop and musical theatre, the Arts Centre hosts two audition­

based dance groups: the 20-member Richmond Youth Dance Company and 

multi-generational Richmond Dance Company (for ages 19-70+ years) . 
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In 2015, there were several public presentations to showcase the talents of 
Arts Centre students : 

"ATLANTIS: LIFE AFTER" SCHOOL YEAR DANCE RECITAL 
On June 13, 2015, 600 dancers presented works in ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop 
and musical theatre to an audience of 1,398 over three performances at the 
Gateway Theatre. 

"SEVEN" RICHMOND YOUTH DANCE COMPANY SHOWCASE 
On Mar 6-8, 2015, approximately 220 people enjoyed performances 
choreographed by senior instructor Miyouki Jego and guest artist Troy Mclaughlin. 
Live music was provided by the Richmond Delta Youth Orchestra with original 
compositions by Stephen Robb. 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE 
The Richmond Dance Company performed with the Richmond Youth Dance 
Company at the Minoru Place Activity Centre on November 27, 2015, performing 
works in ballet and contemporary dance, as well as inviting the audience to 
participate and try some ballet techniques. 

PIANO RECITALS 
Filling the Performance Hall in December and June with beautiful music, piano 
students performed for approximately 230 audience members and participants to 
celebrate their achievements. 

STUDENT ART SHOWCASE 
From June 2-15, work by visual artists filled the upper rotunda as well as the 

downstairs hallway of the Cultural Centre to much positive feedback from visitors . 
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10 RESIDENT ART GROUPS AT 
THE RICHMOND ARTS CENTRE 

Richmond Artists' Guild 

Cathay Photographic Society 

Richmond Chinese Calligraphy 
and Painting Club 

Richmond Gem and Mineral Society 

Richmond Photo Club 

Richmond Potters' Club 

Richmond Reelers Scottish 
Country Dancing 

Richmond Weavers and 
Spinners Society 

Riverside Art s Circle 

Textile Arts Guild of Richmond 

Community Outreach • A ~ 

RESIDENT ART GROUPS 
The Richmond Arts Centre is home to some of the city's most established 
community arts organizations. Throughout the year, these groups provide 
workshops and demonstrations to their members as well as participate in 

community events such as Culture Days. Signature group events include 
the Resident Art Group Showcase, Potters Club Winter and Spring sales 
as well as the Richmond Gem and Mineral Society art markets. 

ART TRUCK 
In 2015, the Art Truck continued to serve the community through a range 
of programs. These included the after-school lntergenerational Art Program 
which, in partnership with Minoru Place Activity Centre and City Centre 

Community Centre, connected 90 students from Samuel Brighouse, General 
Currie and William Cook elementary schools to work with 45 creative seniors. 

The Summer Art Truck reaches community members with barriers to accessing 
regular Arts Centre programs. In 2015, the free programs continued through 
partnerships w ith the Richmond Centre for Disability, Richmond Public Library 
and School District #38. 

The Art Truck also provided activities at community events such as 
Ships to Shore, City Centre Movie Night and Pianos on the Street. 

COMMUNITY ART EXHIBITIONS 
The Richmond Arts Centre leads the selection of local artist exhibitions at 
the Richmond Cultural Centre, Gateway Theatre and Thompson Community 
Centre. In 2015, there were exhibitions by the Riverside Arts Circle, Richmond 

Photo Club, Cathy Kluthe, Jian Jun An, Jean Garnett, Meredith Aitken, Vanessa 
Lam, Jeff Wilson an d art students from London-Steveston Secondary School. 
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Special Events • A ~A/ 

CULTURE DAYS 
The Arts Centre hosted several free drop-in opportunities over the Culture 
Days weekend in 2015 including a bee w indsock workshop presented in 
partnership w ith the Richmond Art Gallery, banner design workshop in 
conjunction with the City's banner design contest and Resident Art Group 
showcase w ith hands-on demos and activities in pottery, weaving, textiles, 
painting and photography. The Media Lab's Richmond Youth Media Program 
also hosted a "Be a Bee" open house event. The Cultural Centre also offers 
space free of charge to community artists and arts groups during Culture Days. 

CHILDREN'S ARTS FESTIVAL 
This popular event, presented in partnership with the Library and Minoru Place 
Activity Centre, was substantially expanded on Minoru Plaza w ith event tents and 
roving entertainers. On Family Day, February 9, an estimated 2,950 people visited . 
Through the following week, 2,554 school children took part in dozens of 
hands-on workshops led by professional artists. Another 1 ,000 were served through 
school outreach programs. Festival highlights included author/artist Barbara Reid 
and performances by the world renowned Beijing Shadow Play Art Troupe. 

ART ABOUT FINN SLOUGH 
From April 9-12, 2015, the 16th annual art exhibition featured work by 
58 artists representing photography, painting, and ceramics. The show 

was viewed by more than 400 visi tors including 100 people w ho attended 
a talk by Councillor Harold Steves at the opening night celebration . 

GRAND PLIE 
In celebration of International Dance Day, April 29, 2015, 50 community members 
of all ages joined a free mini ballet barre class led by senior dance instructor, 
Miyouki Jego, on Minoru Plaza. The event promoted the many benefits of dance. 

TIBETAN SINGING BOWLS CONCERT 
On May 14, 2015, 68 attended an intimate concert at the Performance 

Hall featuring the ancient sounds of Tibetan Singing Bowls under 
the direction of Megha Shakya, from Kathmandu, Nepal. 
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MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
An estimated audience of 2,000 enjoyed two days of performances on June 27 
and 28 at the Richmond Cultural Centre. Presented in partnership w ith Vancouver 
Cantonese Opera, Minoru Plaza w as animated with music and dance from Chinese, 
English, Scottish, Indian, Italian, Thai, Romani, Russian and Ukrainian cultures. 

Community Partners • A/ 

I n 2015, the Arts Centre partnered w ith the follow ing community organizations 
and city departments to increase the community's access to arts program 

opportunities: City Centre Community Centre, Thompson Community Centre, 
Gateway Theatre, nine Resident Art Groups of the Richmond Arts Centre, 
Vancouver Cantonese Opera Society, City of Richmond Parks Department, 
Richmond Centre for Disability, Richmond Public Library, Richmond Delta 
Youth Orchestra, Richmond Public Health, School District #38, Byte Camp 

Education Society, Richmond Art Gallery and Minoru Place Activity Centre 
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Richmond Youth Media 
Program (RYMP) member 

Richmond Media Lab 
ocated in the Richmond Cultural Centre and operated in 
conjunction with the Richmond Arts Centre, the Media Lab 
is designed to increase technology literacy, accessibility and 
creativity in our community, particularly among youth. Media Lab 

participants are taught skills and techniques for applying media and computer 

technology towards artistic activities and practical marketable skills. 

The Media Lab is also home to pa rtner professional company, Cinevolution Media 
Arts Society which uses the Lab as a hub for events such as the Your Kontinent 
festival and Media Cafe series. 

Programs A/ 

MEDIA ARTS EDUCATION COURSES 
In 2015, 128 students took classes in a range of topics from Acting on Camera to 
Build a Website. 

RICHMOND YOUTH MEDIA PROGRAM (RYMP) 
The Media Lab's signature program continued to flourish 
with youth members learning marketable skills and receiving 
mentorship and vo lunteer opportunities. A total of 79 
program members and volunteers spent over 3,000 hours in 
the Media Lab and at community outreach events in 2015. 
On May 5, three RYMP members won Outstanding Youth 
Awards at the U-ROC Awards . Members also worked w ith 
Youth Services staff to create an original banner design that 
was displayed in community centres throughout Richmond . 
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YOUTH "TEST DRIVE" PROGRAM 
A new weekly drop-in for youth called "Test Drive" launched in the fall. With 
a strong focus on animation and digital design, this drop-in has been designed 
to complement animation and game design classes offered in the Media Lab . 

SPECIAL SERIES: MARGARET DRAGU WORKSHOPS 
Presented by Cinevolution, professional artist Margaret Dragu hosted a 
series of intergenerational writi ng workshops including members of the 
Richmond Youth Media Program. The focus was on the sharing of wisdom. 

Community Outreach ~ 

THE KNOWLEDGE ZONE (RICHMOND COMMUNITY ACCESS INITIATIVE) 
In partnership with Richmond Library and Richmond Drop-in Centre at 
St. Alban's, the Media Lab offered a workshop series for new computer 
users designed to increase knowledge and confidence for eight adults. 

RICHMOND RECOVERY DAY PROGRAM 
In partnership w ith Richmond Addiction Services, the Media Lab provided 
skill development sessions to students participating in the new Richmond 
Recovery Day Program . This program is designed for youth/students who 
are entering into recovery or struggling to stay in recovery from substance 
use/misuse and mental illness. Participants spend one afternoon per week 
developing media arts skills relevant to their interests, as part of a personalized 
recovery program that includes counselling, support groups, and recreation. 

HORIZONS BOYS GROUP 
In partnership w ith Richmond School District 38, the Media Lab hosted a series 
of workshops in January and February 2015 for an after-school program from 
Horizons. Six youth and one school staff member learned animation skills and 
produced a short video. 

Services • ~ A/ 

VIDEO CREATION 
Media Lab staff produced a number of videos to highlight 
City programs and activities including pieces for the 2014 

- RYMP member to Media Lab staff 

Arts Update, Japanese Hospital and Wellness Strategy. In 
collaboration with Richmond Youth Media Program members, 
the Media Lab also created a Public Service Announcement for 
the federal election and a video to encourage people to stand up 
against bullying in recognition of Pink Shirt Day. RYMP youth also 
produced, with a professional filmmaker, a live video simulcast 
of the Richmond Remembers Remembrance Day ceremony. 

YOUTH OJ PERFORMERS 
In 2015, youth DJ performers from the Media Lab entertained audiences at the 
Kaleidoscope Skills Program Graduation Gala, City Centre Community Centre 
Launch, Thin Ice at Minoru Arenas, Youth Week at Watermania, U-Roc Awards 
and many other local events . 
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Partners and Funders • A/ 

I n 2015, the Media Lab welcomed the support of 

new presenting sponsor Viva Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 
as well as the ongoing support of Vancouver Coastal 
Health's SMART Fund grant and one-time funding from 
the TELUS Community Board through the Media Lab's 

partnership w ith Richmond Addictions Services Society. 

In addition to the programming partnerships listed above, the 
Richmond Media Lab continues to develop relationships w ith 

service agencies across the region. Members of the Richmond 
Youth Media Program have been referred to employment, volunteer and 
workshop opportunities through the Richmond Community Services Advisory 

Committee, Kaleidoscope Youth Skills Link Program, Richmond Youth Dance 
Company, BC Poverty Reduction Coalition, Urban Ink Productions, Frames 
Film Project, Alpha Education, YouthinBC.com, B.L.U.S.H. (Bold Learning for 

Understanding Sexual Health), and the Richmond Youth Service Agency . 
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Gateway Theatre 
ateway Theatre is Richmond's only live professional 
theatre. The cornerstone of programming is the Signature Series, 
a six-play professionally produced theatre series on the MainStage 
and in Studio B. In 2015, the Gateway Theatre presented the second 

annual Pacific Festiva l featuring contemporary theatre in Cantonese and 
Mandarin. Gateway also houses a play development program and a year-long 
Academy for the Performing Arts with classes for ages six to 18. The operations 
support vibrant vo lunteer, rentals and community outreach programs. 

Professional Theatre Programming • AI ~ A/ 

SIGNATURE SERIES 
The Gateway Theatre 2015 Signature Series featured comedy, drama, and music 
and welcomed some of the most talented artists from the Lower Mainland and 

across Canada. 

Valley Song 
MainStage, February 5-21, 201 5 

Gateway launched the 2015 season with Artistic Director, Jovanni Sy, directing David 
Adams and Sereana Malani in Valley Song. This Athol Fugard play tells the touching 
tale of a young girl dreaming of becoming a singer in post-Apartheid South Africa. 

Miss Caledonia 
Studio B, March 5-14, 2015 

Set in rural Ontario in the 1950s, the one-woman show, Miss Caledonia, tells 
the story of Peggy Douglas, a teenager desperately t rying to escape her father's 
farm by wi nning a series of local beauty pageants. Audiences were delighted by 
Melody Douglas's performance which included playing dozens of characters and 

baton twirling . 
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Rodgers and Hammerstein: Out of a Dream 
MainStage, April 9- 25, 2015 

Conceived and directed by Peter Jorgensen, Out of a Dream was a 
brand new revue of some of the best-loved (and the lesser known) 
songs written by the legendary team of Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II. The revue incorporated songs from Oklahoma!, Carousel, 

The King and I, South Pacific and The Sound of Music among others. 

For the Pleasure of Seeing Her Again 
Studio B, October 8-24, 2015 

Full Circle: First Nations Performance staged For the Pleasure of 

Seeing Her Again by iconic Quebec playwright, Michel Tremblay. 
Margo Kane and Kevin Loring starred in this moving and funny 
autobiographical tribute to the playwright's late mother . 

... didn't see that coming 
Studio B, November 12-21, 2015 

Beverley Elliott-a talented actress, singer, and one of the stars of ABC Television's 
Once Upon a Time-performed her one-woman show ... didn't see that coming 
based on her own life . Studio B was converted into a cabaret space to host this 

unique evening of music and storytelling. 

The Wizard of Oz 
MainStage, December 10, 2015-January 3, 2016 

Gateway's final show of 2015 was the annual holiday musical: 

-Signature Series Audience Member 

a magical version of The Wizard of Oz. Helmed by Barbara 
Tomasic (director of 2014's hit musical Crazy For You), the show 

delighted audiences of all ages. A cast of 25 featured veteran 
actors, emerging artists and an ensemble of child performers 
(including many students from the Gateway Academy.) 
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PACIFIC FESTIVAL 
In September 2015, Gateway proudly presented the 2nd Annual Pacific 
Festival. This edition featured more outstanding drama performed in 
Cantonese with English surtitles. Attendance in 2015 surpassed all 
projections; the final production sold out its entire three-show run. 

The Will to Build 
Studio B, September 3-4, 2015 

The Festival opened with the return of Theatre du Pif, one of 
Hong Kong's leading theatre companies performing their verbatim 
play, The Will to Build, which examined the relentless cycle of 
construction and destruction in Hong Kong real estate. 

Nine Doesn't Follow Eight 
Studio B September 11-12,2015 

For the first time in the Festival series, Gateway welcomed a 
local company to perform: Hong Kong Exile, a Vancouver-based 

experimental theatre company, w hich held two open rehearsals 
of their play-in-progress, Nine Doesn't Follow Eight. 

Cook Your Life I Me Chat 
MainStage, September 17-19, 2015 

This double bill of one-person shows provided unique perspectives on modern 

urban life. In Cook Your Life, writer/performer MayMay Chan literally cooked 
on stage in this play about relationships. In MeChat, w riter/performer Eric 
Tang explored the loneliness and alienation of today's digital world. 

Tuesdays with Morrie 
MainStage, September 24-26, 2015 

This Cantonese translation of the play based on Mitch Albom's novella featured 
the legendary Hong Kong actor Chung King Fai. Due in part to Dr. Chung 's 
massive popularity, Tuesdays With Morrie sold out its run. The production 
was very well-received; many of the patrons were moved to tears. 
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-Academy Student 

Education Programs • C§J 

GATEWAY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
The Academy continued its after school classes and summer 
camps in musical theatre, acting, speech, singing and 
playwriting for youth aged 6-18. Annually, the program 

reaches maximum capacity w ith over 200 students 
enrolled in approximately 18 classes and camps. 

In the spring and summer of 2015, the Academy presented 

three productions. In April, Schoolhouse by Richmond playwright 
Leanna Brodie, and Legally Blonde Jr by Laurence O'Keefe, Nell 
Benjamin, and Heather Hach, were performed by the 
C: Performance level students (ages 13-18) in Studio B. The 

Musical Theatre Camp students (ages 8-13) performed How to Eat like a Child by 
Delia Ephron, John Forster and Judith Kahan in July 2015 on the MainStage. These 

productions were supported by six emerging and/or student artists making up 
the creative teams for these productions. Playwriting students (ages 1 0-13) wrote 
scripts that were performed by professional actors at the Academy's SceneFirst 
Jr. in April. Four vo lunteer senior students supported summer camps as well. 

The Academy Bursary Program subsidised the tuition of nine students 
from families experiencing temporary financial hardship. Five students 
who exemplified Academy core va lues of Courage, Creativity and 
Connection in the 2014/15 season, were provided with scholarships. 

RBC OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Four times a year, secondary school theatre students are invited for a day 
to study a play on the MainStage. On the day of technical dress rehearsal, 
students participate in presentations and discussions with Gateway's creative 
team- participating in backstage tours w ith production and stage management 
teams, watching a portion of the technical dress rehearsal, speaking with 
admin istrative staff about their roles and responsibilities- and then return to 

see the show later in the run. The students report back about their experience . 
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SCENEFIRST AND PLAY DEVELOPMENT 
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In March, Gateway hosted three public workshops as part of its SceneFirst 
reading series . Meghan Gardiner's Gross Misconduct, Sherry MacDonald's The 

Sleep of Reason, and Jovanni Sy's Nine Dragon. All received public readings and 
dramaturgical support. 

In July, Gateway hosted a unique reading series cal led A Yee-kend at Gateway. 

On July 18, Toronto playwright, David Yee (the 201 5 recipient of the Governor 
General's Literary Award) read excerpts from his impressive body of work. 
The next day, actors read New York playw right Lauren Yee's play, King of the 

Yees. La uren also led playwriting workshops with Asian -Canadian writers. 

PACIFIC FESTIVAL ARTISTS' PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
As part of the Pacific Festival in September, Gateway hosted a professional 

development workshop for Mandarin-speaking actors. The week-long workshop 
culminated in a reading of David Henry Hwang 's play Chinglish performed in 
Engl ish and Mandarin (with English su rt itles.) 

MENTORSHIPS 
Gateway's mentorship programs offers emerging artists unique learning 
opportunities and experiences . In The Wizard of Oz, 23 amateur actors 
were cast in ensemble roles to perform alongside two professional artists 
and ten professional musicians. These emerging arti sts were able to hone 

thei r skills while performing in a large-scale musica l with full production 
va lues . The Academy also hires emerg ing designers to develop their 
sk ills on a full production . In 2015, six creative team members joined the 
program. As we ll , fi ve sen ior students vo lunteered as class assistants, 
taking on new responsibilities under the guidance of Academy faculty. 

-Pacific Festival Audience Member 
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Community Engagement • A I~ A/ 

VENUE RENTALS 
In 2015, 43 different groups used the Gateway for their performances, recitals, 
fundraisers and film shoots . Many of the community-based organisations relied 
on Gateway's staff expertise to guide them through the event planning and 
producing process. 

CULTURE DAYS 
During Culture Days, Gateway Theatre opened its doors to an estimated 
50 people and offered free behind-the-scenes tours of Richmond's 
on ly live professional theatre. They also offered a unique display 
describing the history of professional theatre in British Columbia. 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 
In 2015, 120 volunteers of al l ages dedicated approximately 
10,000 hours of their time to Gateway. 

FREE TICKET PROGRAM 
Gateway supports community fundraisers and not-for-profit 
needs by donating tickets to community organizations . 

INDUSTRY DISCOUNT TICKETING PROGRAM 
Performing artists are given a discounted rate to 
encourage their engagement w ith Gateway . 
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APPENDIX 1 
2015 Arts and Culture Grant Program 
The fo llowing organ izations rece ived support: 

Operating Assistance 

Cinevolution Media Arts Society ............. ......... .. ... ... ....... .......... ........ .. ......... ....... $9,530 

Community Arts Council of Richmond ... ..... .......... ....... .. .... .. .... ... ..... .... ... .. ... ..... ... $8,475 

Richmond Arts Coa lition ............... ........ ..... ................... . ..... ...... .. .. .... ..... .... ........ $3 ,970 

Richmond Community Band Society ........ ..... .......... .. .. ........ ... ..... .. ... .... .. .. .. ..... .. ... $2 ,860 

Richmond Community Orchestra and Chorus Association ...... .. .. ... .. ... .. ........ .... .. $10,000 

Richmond Music Schoo l Society .... ... .... .. ... .... .. . ... ..... .... .. ...... ... .... .. ... ... .. ...... $7,945 

Richmond Potters' Club ........ ..... .... ...... ... .... .. ..... ............. ... ....... .. ..... ........... ... . $5,700 

Richmond Youth Choral Society ... .... ... ... ... ... ... ..... .... ...... ..... ... ...... ... .... ..... .. ..... . $10,000 

Textile Arts Guild of Richmond ...... ....... .. ............................. .... ...... ....... .............. $3,710 

Project Assistance 

Canadian YC Chinese Orchestra Association Concert Ju ly 2015 ..... .. ..... ...... ...... $4,550 

Delta Symphony Society: Instrument Petting Zoo .......... . .. .... .. ...... ... .... ...... .... $5,000 

Greater Vancouver Historical Performance Soc of BC : Go 4 Baroque .... .. ... ...... .... . $1,910 

Philippine Cultural Arts Society of BC: Recuerdos ......... ..... ...... ..... ...... .... . .. .. ... .... . $2,970 

Richmond Art Gallery Association: Buzzworthy .. ................... ... ....... ... ..... .......... .. . $5,000 

Richmond Singers: The Richmond Singers Ensemble Spring 2015 ...... ..... .. ..... ...... . $4,240 

Richmond Weavers ' and Spinners' Guild Society: 

Common Threads - Community Engagement Through Spinning ... .................... $2,650 

Steveston Historical Society: Fisherman 's Park Mural ......... .... .. ........... .. ..... ...... ..... $2,650 

Tickle Me Pickle Theatre Sports lmprov Society: lmprov Season ... .. .. .. ...... .... ......... $5,000 

Vancouver Cantonese Opera: Multicultura l Heritage Festival ... ... ...... .. .. . .. . .. $5,000 

Va ncouver Tagore Society: West Coast Tagore Festi va l 2015 .. .. ... .......... ..... ... ... ... .. $3,920 
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APPENDIX 2 
How Art Works 
The following five themes comprise the How Art Works campaign: 

ART'S IMPACT ON STUDENTS 

Research has proven that the arts have a tremendous impact on our kids. Children 
w ho participate in the arts, particularly music, have been show n to be more likely 
to stay in school, and get better grades in math and science. They're also far more 
likely to be elected to student boards and be recognized for academic achievement. 

That link between arts and academic achievement continues for life. Top 
scientists are twice as likely as the general public to have an artistic hobby, and 
Nobel Prize winners are almost three times as likely to participate in the arts. 

You might think practical education is the path to success, but keep in mind 
that creativity is the number one ski ll that employers are looking for. The arts 
help people think creatively and solve problems in unexpected ways. 

HEALTHY LIVING THROUGH ART 
One of the most su rprising things about art's impact is how it helps not only our 
happiness, but also our health. Experiencing art can alleviate stress, reduce the 
likelihood of depression and even boost your immune system by lowering chemicals 
that cause inflammation that can trigger diabetes, heart attacks and other illnesses. 

The arts also have a powerful therapeutic effect. Music has been widely researched 
in the field of pain management for cancer patients who have reported additional 
benefits including an increased sense of control, immunity and relaxation. 
There is also evidence that use of art and music reduces hospital stays. 

Music therapy is even being used to rehabilitate people with serious head 
injuries as it is proven to help them regain the ability to speak . 

ART STRENGTHENS COMMUNITIES 
When we take in culture- a play, book, concert, etc.- that focuses on a social 
issue or comes from a perspective that differs from our own, we gain a better 
understanding of humanity and the groups we live amongst. Art helps to break 
down boundaries by growing our awareness, tolerance and compassion. 

This helps us to be more civic and socially minded . In fact, people who 
engage in the arts are more likely to volunteer. A recent study of youth 
found that drama in schools significantly increased students' capacities 
to communicate, relate to each other and to respect minorities. 

Cultural festivals promote celebration and pride as well as awareness of cultural 
differences. Because dance, music, photography and other visua l arts transcend 
language, they can bridge barriers between cultural, racial and ethnic groups. 

Moreover, the arts are one of the primary means of public dialogue. Communities talk 
about and express difficult issues, emotions and the otherwise inexpressible via the arts . 
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A STRONGER ECONOMY THROUGH ART 
Arts and culture play an important role in promoting economic 
goals through local regeneration, developing talent, creating 
jobs, spurring innovation and attracting tourists. 

Statistics Canada estimates that cultural industries (including broadcasting, 
film and video, interactive media, design, newspapers and crafts) contribute an 
estimated $53.2 billion in direct contribution to Canada's GDP and more than 
700,000 jobs. That's ten times larger than the estimated economic impact of 
sports ($4.5 billion), and well over the impact of utilities ($35 billion), and the 
combined impact of agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting ($23 billion). 

Cultural industries can actually turn ordinary cities into "destination cities" giving 
them a competitive advantage for cultural tourism. And tourists who come 
for the arts stay longer and spend more money than the average tourist. 

ART IMPROVES QUALITY OF LIFE 
The mental and physiological ways that the arts contribute to positive health and well­
being for older adults are only now beginning to be understood. Learning new skills 
when creating a work of art (be it visual or performing) not only provides a greater 
sense of confidence and control, it can even help our immune systems fight infections. 

Among the elderly, those that take part in creative pursuits are less likely to 
experience mild cognitive impairment. These activities are thought to maintain 
neuronal function, stimulate neural growth and recruit neural pathways to maintain 
cognitive function. This is particularly true of those that actively create works of art. 

Music appears to be especially beneficial when complemented with standard 
therapies in treating everything from depression to cancer to Parkinson's. 

Moreover, the arts can provide opportunities to meet others, create 
together and share experiences, all of which can improve perceived 
health status, chronic pain and sense of community. 

Further details at www.howartworks.ca. 
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APPENDIX 3 
2015 Richmond Public Art commissioned in 2015 
scheduled for completion in 2016-2017 

Civic public art projects: 

Storeys by Richard Tetrault. Storeys housing project 

to be distinct and to hold together by Daniel Laskarin. Cambie Fire Hall No. 3 

Untitled bronze fire fighter by Nathan Scott. Brighouse Fire Hall No. 1 

Errant Rain Cloud by Germaine Koh and Gordon Hicks. Minoru Complex, Aquatics 

Street as Camvas by Hapa Collaborative. Along Lansdowne Road from No. 3 Road to 

the Richmond Olympic Oval waterfront 

Four Types of Water Revealed by Germaine Koh. No. 2 Road North Drainage 

Pump Station 

Private development public art projects: 

Sight Unseen by Mia Weinberg. Capstan Sanitary Pump Station Plaza, 

Pinnacle International 

Kawaki by Glen Andersen. The Pier at London Landing, Oris Development 

Upriver by Rebecca Belmore. Riva, Onni Development 

Closer Than by Bill Pechet. Mandarin, Fairborne Homes 

Nest by Atelier Anon. Jayden Mews, Polygon Homes 

Signal Noise by Mark Ashby. Oxford Lanes, Tow nline 

Untitled Wall Mural by Derek Root. Cadence, Cressey Development 

Layers by Christian Huizinga. Museo, Am-Pri Alexandra Road Development 

Spirit of Steveston by Cheryl Hamilton and Mike Vandermeer. 

Kingsley Estates, Polygon Homes 

Gulf & Fraser Fishermen 's Credit Union Heritage Panels by Leonhard Epp . 

3471 Chatham Street, Steveston Flats Deve lopment. 

Spinners by Dan Corson. Avanti, Polygon Homes 

Snow/Migration by Mark Ashby. SmartCentres, First Richmond North 
Shopping Centres Ltd. 

Layers by Christian Huizenga, Museo, Am-Pri Alexandra Road Development 

Artist call in progress for ARTS Units. Concord Gardens, Concord Pacific 

Deve lopments . 
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