s&¢2% Richmond Agenda

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee

Anderson Room, City Hall
6911 No. 3 Road

Tuesday, June 28, 2016
4:00 p.m.

Pg. # ITEM

MINUTES

PRCS-3 Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Services Committee held on May 25, 2016.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

July 21, 2016, (tentative date) at 4:00 p.m. in the Anderson Room

DELEGATIONS

PRCS-18 1. (1) Anita Georgy, Executive Director, Richmond Food Security Society,
and Anne Swann, Public Health Dietician, Vancouver Coastal Health,
to speak on the Richmond Food Charter.

PRCS-26 (2) The Canadian Federation of University \WWomen to speak on the
Richmond Food Charter.
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee Agenda — Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Pg. #

PRCS-27

PRCS-34

5042434

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION

RICHMOND FOOD CHARTER
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 5032742 v. 3)

See Page PRCS-27 for full report

Designated Speaker: Marie Fenwick

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the Richmond Food Charter, as detailed in the staff report titled
“Richmond Food Charter,” dated June 8, 2016, from the Senior Manager,
Parks, be endorsed.

RICHMOND ARTS UPDATE 2015
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 5032449)

See Page PRCS-34 for full report

Designated Speaker: Liesl Jauk

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

(1) That the staff report titled, ""Richmond Arts Update 2015™ from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, dated June 3, 2016, be
received for information; and

(2) That the City of Richmond Arts Update 2015 be circulated to the
Community Partners and Funders for their information.

COMMITTEE STANDING ITEM
Garden City Lands

MANAGER’S REPORT

ADJOURNMENT
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

5021948

It was moved and seconded

That the concept proposal for the Sharing Farm Community Public Art
Project by artist Blake Williams as presented in the staff report from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services dated May 4, 2016, be
endorsed.

CARRIED

RICHMOND SPORTS WALL OF FAME NOMINATING

COMMITTEE ADDITIONAL CATEGORY REQUEST
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-10-01) (REDMS No. 5003542 v. 6)

Discussion ensued with respect to (i) the location of the Wall of Fame display
within the Richmond Olympic Oval, (ii) the selection criteria for nomination
and (ii1) the definitions of the nomination categories.

In reply to queries from Committee, Bob Jackson, Richmond Sports Council,
noted that the Richmond Sports Council nominates athletes to the Richmond
Sports Wall of Fame, however does not design the display. Gregg Wheeler,
Manager, Sport and Community Events, added that nominations are received
by December 31 and then are reviewed by a nomination committee.

Discussion ensued with regard to the recognition provided to athletes in
different sporting categories and the way it would be displayed in the
Richmond Sports Wall of Fame.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Wheeler noted that additional
information on Wall of Fame inductees are available in a kiosk in the
Richmond Olympic Oval and that inductees are consulted on the written
descriptions provided on the Wall of Fame.

It was moved and seconded

(1) That the Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Selection Criteria be
amended as described in Attachment 2 of the staff report titled,
“Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Nominating Committee Additional
Category Request,” dated May 6, 2016, from the Senior Manager,
Recreation and Sport Services; and

(2)  That the Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Policy 8711 be amended to
include the category “Masters Athlete” as identified in Attachment 4
of the staff report titled, “Richmond Sports Wall of Fame Nominating
Committee Additional Category Request,” dated May 6, 2016, from
the Senior Manager, Recreation and Sport Services.

CARRIED
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

5021948

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SERVICE AT CITY FACILITIES AND

EVENTS
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 4680744 v. 10)

Marie Fenwick, Manager, Parks Programs, and Brendan McEwen,
Sustainability Manager, reviewed the proposed Sustainable Food Service
Quick Guide, noting that (i) staff consulted with the community on the
recommendations for the best sustainable practices, such as utilizing reusable
or compostable materials, (ii) a total ban on plastic bags is not recommended,
and (ii1) the Quick Guide can be updated when new sustainable materials are
available,

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) an incremental ban on plastic bags and
plastic utensils, (ii) caterers and vendors in the city utilizing compostable
utensils and containers, (iii) costs of compostable utensils and containers
compared to plastics, (iv) examining options to use reusable dishes in
community centres, (v) encouraging support from the private sector, and (vi)
increasing public awareness on the matter.

It was suggested that staff update Committee on the program in one year’s
time.

It was moved and seconded

That the Sustainable Food Service Quick Guide, provided as Attachment 1,
as detailed in the staff report titled “Sustainable Food Service at City
Facilities and Events,” dated May 3, 2016, from the Senior Manager, Parks,
be endorsed as a tool to promote the use of sustainable food service items in
City facilities and on City-owned land.

CARRIED
Discussion ensued with respect to the incremental restrictions on plastic food
utensils and containers.
As aresult of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced:

It was moved and seconded
That staff examine options for incremental restrictions on the use of plastic
and styrofoam materials and report back.

CARRIED
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

5021948

4A.

PARTICIPATION IN THE 11TH CHINA (ZHENGZHOU)

INTERNATIONAL GARDEN EXPO
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-00) (REDMS No. 5009414 v. 3)

Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks, briefed Committee on the City’s
proposed participation in the 11™ China International Garden Expo,
highlighting that (i) the Expo is an opportunity to showcase Richmond, (ii) in
addition to participating in the Expo, the City will have an opportunity to
participate in a garden exchange with the City of Zhengzhou, and (iii) it is
anticipated that participation in the Expo will have no cost to the City.

Discussion ensued with respect to participation costs related to staff time, and
it was suggested that staff time be tracked for the proposed project.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that the design
process would be managed by the City and that the proposed design concept
for the park located in the City will be subject to Council approval.

It was moved and seconded

That the City of Richmond participate in the 11th China (Zhengzhou)
International Garden Expo and Park Design exchange with the City of
Zhengzhou, China as detailed in the staff report titled, “Participation in the
11th China (Zhengzhou) International Garden Expo,” dated May 18, 2016,
from the Senior Manager, Parks.

CARRIED

The Chair advised that Equipment for the Sharing Farm will be considered as
Item No. 4A.

EQUIPMENT FOR THE SHARING FARM
(File Ref. No.)

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) acquiring a tractor and other farming
equipment for the Sharing Farm, (ii) using the Council Contingency or
Provisional funds to acquire the farming equipment, and (iii) utilizing
potential private donations to acquire the farming equipment.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that the operating
budget for the Garden City Lands (GCL) will include provisions for the
acquisition of farming equipment.
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

5021948

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced:

It was moved and seconded
That staff examine:

(1) options to utilize the Council Contingency Fund or the Provisional
Fund to acquire a tractor and farming equipment for the Sharing
Farm; and

(2)  options to utilize private donations to acquire a tractor and farming
equipment for the Sharing Farm and report back.

CARRIED

COMMITTEE STANDING ITEM

Garden City Lands

Jamie Esko, Manager, Park Planning and Design, distributed an updated
development schedule for the Garden City Lands (GCL) (attached to and
forming part of these minutes as Schedule 1), and briefed Committee on the
GCL, highlighting that (i) the City has received significant feedback from the
open houses, (ii) there is community support for segregated bicycle and
pedestrian pathways and for the proposed programming on the Mound area,
(ii1) consultation on the GCL is on-going, (iv) design of water storage areas
on-site are being refined, and (v) staff are reviewing data from the Water
Management Study and the results will be presented to Committee.

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) allocating more land for farm use,
(ii) utilizing water sources on-site for irrigation of farm areas, (iii) alignment
of the central dike, (iv) testing the site’s soils, and (v) the collaborating with
Kwantlen Polytechnic University on the GCL’s Farm Management Plan.

Jim Wright, representing the Garden City Conservation Society, referenced a
letter from the Garden City Conservation Society (attached to and forming
part of these minutes as Schedule 2), and offered comments on (i) the central
dike, (ii) soil analysis of the site, and (iii) agricultural uses of the site.

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) revising statements made in the letter
from the Garden City Conservation Society regarding previously proposed
non-farm uses, (ii) hosting public information workshops on the GCL,
(ii1) reducing the number of pond areas, (iv) using the bog as a source for
farm irrigation, (v) rehabilitating soils on the whole site, and (vi) discussing
soil rehabilitation with other developers in the city.

It was suggested that minutes from the Advisory Committee on the
Environment be included on reports related to the Garden City Lands.
Mr. Redpath added that information boards and materials on the Garden City
Lands can be made available to Council.
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

5021948

As aresult of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced:

It was moved and seconded
That staff review the letter from the Garden City Conservation Society,
dated May 25, 2016, and report back.

CARRIED
MANAGER’S REPORT

(i)  Mary’s Barn

Ms. Fenwick advised that the official opening of Mary’s Barn will be on June
18, 2016. ‘

(i)  Ships to Shore 2016

Dee Bowley-Cowan, Britannia Site Supervisor, noted that there 14 vessels
are confirmed for this year’s Ships to Shore event and added that the ships
will be positioned at Imperial Landing and the Britannia Shipyard.

(iii) New Exhibits at Seine Net Loft

Ms. Bowley-Cowan advised that there will be new exhibits at the Seine Net
Loft during Doors Open Richmond.

(iv)  The Fleetwood

Discussion ensued with regard to repurposing The Fleetwood rum runner as
an indoor civic art project.

As a result of the discussion, the following referral motion was introduced:

It was moved and seconded
That staff examine options to restore The Fleetwood as an indoor civic art
project using the City’s Public Art Reserve Fund and report back.

CARRIED

(v)  Piles at Garry Point

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) removing piles at Garry Point in one
month’s time, (ii) the cost to remove the piles, and (iii) using the piles to
position ships for the Ships to Shore event.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that (i) staff have a
referral to update the Garry Point Master Plan, (i) approach floats are
required to remove the piles and previous approach floats were damaged,
(111) new approach floats are in the process of construction and completion is
expected in October 2016, and (iv) current agreement from the Province
allows the relocation of floats from the Imperial Landing site to the Garry
Point site for events, however approach floats are required for access.
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee
Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Discussion ensued regarding purchasing or repurposing other floats in the
city.

It was suggested that the report on the 2017 Garry Point Park Legacy Pier
Proposal be recirculated to Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded
That the meeting adjourn (5:36 p.m.).

CARRIED
Certified a true and correct copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the Parks,
Recreation and  Cultural  Services
Committee of the Council of the City of
Richmond held on Wednesday, May 25,

2016.
Councillor Harold Steves Evangel Biason
Chair Legislative Services Coordinator
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5. Surely the dike-road trail ought to be efficient to build and maintain. Instead, we still
see a wastefully winding perimeter trail and also designs that run water onto the trail
surface instead of off it. In this, we can learn from the closely-spaced storm drains down
the Garden City Road side of the Lands. The drains are typically so clogged that the
project team didn’t know they exist (judging from the recent survey, which said they
don’t exist). Since Richmond apparently can’t afford much park maintenance, we must
assume the need for trails that are self-maintaining to the extent possible.

6. The project shows two large areas of pollinator fields, which could be okay if there are
plans for botanical gardens and their maintenance. However, the obvious starting point
is the pollinator field in the southwest corner that just needs to be left alone to function.

7. There seem to be plans for trees all around the Lands, and having quite a lot of trees is
fine in principle. Since this letter is mainly about dike-road trails, especially the central
one, we should at least caution that a large part of the community (including many in a
large ethnic group) would have security concerns if there are woods close to the trails.
That includes (for instance) the wide “hedgerow” (along the central trail), which might
also be taxing on the scarce water resources.

8. Bicycle paths and possible bicycle use of the multipurpose main path of the dike-road
trails need to be addressed in the context of beginning construction of the dike-road
trails. The bike use is marginally an ALR use (e.g, as a means for sightseeing). Bike
paths separated from the main path of the dike road trails have the additional value of
enabling safer and pleasant ALR use for the more-clearly ALR uses. Related aspects:

» Since there are bike paths bordering the Lands on the south and west sides,
perhaps they could be separated from Westminster Highway and Garden City Road
by a physical barrier (attractive and safe).

e On the north side, where there is a need for an area of mixed urban forest, a bike
path between the dike-road trail and the forest would require no incremental space
because it would serve as security space.

* On the east side, where there logically should be visitor parking and only minimal
trees except toward the north end, the bike park could be between the parking and
the dike-road trail.

* That would result in a continuous bike path around the Lands, bordering the road
on the south and west and providing a security buffer along the outer side of the
dike-road trail on the north and east sides.

5
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June 7, 2016

Mayor and Council
City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC

Dear Mayor and Council,

On behalf of the Richmond Food Charter Working Group, we are pleased to present to you, for
endorsement, the Richmond Food Charter.

Food Charters remind the community of the primary importance of adequate food for all. In a food
secure world, all people will, at all times, have access to food that is nutritious, safe, personally
acceptable and culturally appropriate and produced in ways that are environmentally sound and
socially just. Food Charters address the food system holistically from production through
processing, consumption and waste, and guide for policy planning, and program development.

Food Charters have been endorsed in Canadian cities such as Toronto, Vancouver, Squamish,
Kamloops, and Victoria. The City of Richmond has a strong commitment to a healthy food system.
Examples include the Official Community Plan, Council Term Goals, Community Wellness
Strategy, and preservation of agricultural lands. '

This Richmond Food Charter captures and expresses the community’s shared values and
commitments towards creating a healthy food system and a food secure Richmond. Your
endorsement will launch the Richmond Foed Charter in Richmond. We believe that building a
food secure community is a collective responsibility, and are committed to engage Richmond'’s
organizations and citizens to endorse and action the Charter. We look forward to the release of
the Metro Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan and the potential to advance
commitments of both documents through a Richmond food strategy working group.

Sincerely,

/%/ é/{mﬁ/}, [22;"?239 %&f?szﬁ??,

Anita Georgy Anne Swann
Executive Director Public Health Dietitian
Richmond Food Security Society Vancouver Coastal Health

Appendix 1: Richmond Food Charter
Appendix 2: Richmond Food Charter Working Group Member Organizations and Community
Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks
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Appendix 2

Richmond Food Charter Working Group
Member Organizations

Richmond

Canadian Federation of University Women-

City of Richmond

Richmond Poverty Response Committee

Richmond Food Security Society

Vancouver Coastal Health

Community Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks

Vancouver Coastal Health Bariatric Program
Nutrition and Cooking Class

Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee

Canadian Federation of University Women-
Richmond

Richmond Family Place Society (4 groups)

City of Richmond Advisory Committee on the
Environment

Richmond Food Bank Society

City of Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee

Richmond Multicultural Community Services
(2 groups)

Family Services of Greater Vancouver

Richmond Poverty Response Committee

Feeding A Healthy Richmond Forum Break Out
Group

Richmond Public Library

Foster Parents Support Group

Richmond Women’s Resource Centre

MILAP (Indo-Canadian Women's Group)

Richmond Youth Service Agency

Minoru Place Activity Centre

Somali Women's Group

Richmond Centre for Disability (2 groups)

Stir It Up Youth Community Kitchen

Richmond Child Care Resource and Referral Centre

Touchstone Family Association

June 2016
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June 8, 2016 -2-

Staff Report
Origin
This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #4 Leadership in Sustainability:

Continue advancement of the City’s sustainability framework and initiatives to improve
the short and long term livability of our City, and that maintain Richmond’s position as a
leader in sustainable programs, practices and innovations.

4.1, Continued implementation of the sustainability framewortk.
4.2, Innovative projects and initiatives to advance sustainability.
This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond
community.

5.2.  Strengthened strategic partnerships that help advance City priorities.

On June 8, 2016, Mayor and Council received a letter (Attachment 1) from the Richmond Food
Charter Working Group seeking endorsement of the Richmond Food Charter (Charter)
(Attachment 2).

Analysis

Food Charters and the Food Security Movement

A food charter is a non-binding set of principles which articulates a community’s values
concerning the production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal of their food.

In recent years, a growing awareness of the need for sustainable and healthy food has sparked a
grassroots movement calling for food system reform. This movement has led to the development
and adoption of food charters in many communities in Canada including Toronto, Vancouver,
Waterloo, Squamish and Victoria.

Richmond Food Charter

Work on the Charter began in 2013 with the establishment of a working group comprised of
members of the Richmond Food Security Society, the Richmond Poverty Response Committee,
Vancouver Coastal Health and the Canadian Federation of University Women. The working
group began by exploring the role of food charters in helping to create food-secure communities
where all people at all times have access to nutritious, safe food, produced in ways that are
environmentally sound and socially just.

After conducting research into best practices across Canada, the working group realized that
Richmond needed a charter developed by their community for their community. The working
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June 8, 2016 3.

group coordinated a series of “Kitchen Table Talks” to better understand the needs and
aspirations of Richmond residents regarding food security and the local food system. Hundreds

of residents representing a variety of local organizations participated in these dialogue sessions
(Attachment 3).

The Richmond Food Charter emerged from this process and reflects the needs and aspirations of
Richmond residents for their community. The Charter outlines Richmond’s values and
commitments concerning the production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal of
food. These values and commitments are tied to the numerous ways the food system impacts the
lives of people who live, work and play in Richmond. They are linked to themes of social justice,
health and well-being, culture, education, healthy environment, economic development and
responsible government (Attachment 2).

Rationale and Civic Policy Directives in Support of Endorsing the Richmond Food Charter

At the regular open Council meeting held on June 11, 2012, Council unanimously endorsed the
Richmond Children’s Charter as a first step in launching that Charter into the broader
community. The rationale and process for endorsing the Richmond Food Charter is similar.

In addition to supporting Council Term Goals, the endorsement of the Food Charter supports the
goals of Council-endorsed policies and plans including the Agricultural Viability Strategy,
Sustainability Framework, Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape Plan, Parks and Open Spaces
Strategy, Building our Social Future, the Richmond Wellness Strategy and the 2041 Official
Community Plan — Moving Towards Sustainability.

Specifically, the Charter supports the OCP objectives:

e 7.2.1 — To support and increase the range of urban agriculture and strengthen the food
system beyond production;

e 7.2.2 — Strengthen the local food system to contribute to the economic, ecological and
social well-being of the City;

e 7.2.3 — Support locally grown food;
e 7.2.4 —Increase access to affordable, healthy food for residents; and
e 7.2.5—Find ways to recover food waste.

By endorsing the Charter, Council could further demonstrate the City of Richmond’s
commitment to supporting urban agriculture, strengthening the local food system, increasing
access to affordable and healthy food and promoting environmentally sustainable practices
related to food production, distribution and disposal.

The Food Charter Working Group is seeking endorsement from the City of Richmond first.
Should Council choose to endorse the Charter, the Working Group will take the Charter back to
the community to seek endorsement from other organizations. As stated in the letter from the
Working Group, “Your commitment will launch the Richmond Food Charter in Richmond. We

PRCS - 29



PRCS - 30



Attachment 1

June 7, 2016

Mayor and Council
City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC

Dear Mayor and Council,

On behalf of the Richmond Food Charter Working Group, we are pleased to present to you, for
endorsement, the Richmond Food Charter.

Food Charters remind the community of the primary importance of adequate food for all. In a food
secure world, all people will, at all times, have access to food that is nutritious, safe, personally
acceptable and culturally appropriate and produced in ways that are environmentally sound and
socially just. Food Charters address the food system holistically from production through
processing, consumption and waste, and guide for policy planning, and program development.

Food Charters have been endorsed in Canadian cities such as Toronto, Vancouver, Squamish,
Kamloops, and Victoria. The City of Richmond has a strong commitment to a healthy food system.
Examples include the Official Community Plan, Council Term Goals, Community \Wellness
Strategy, and preservation of agricultural lands.

This Richmond Food Charter captures and expresses the community’s shared values and
commitments towards creating a healthy food system and a food secure Richmond. Your
endorsement will launch the Richmond Food Charter in Richmond. We believe that building a
food secure community is a collective responsibility, and are committed to engage Richmond’s
organizations and citizens to endorse and action the Charter. We look forward to the release of
the Metro Vancouver Regional Food System Action Plan and the potential to advance
commitments of both documents through a Richmond food strategy working group.

Sincerely,
g )
( (4 C’% / Wi .&M&fﬁﬁ,
Anita Georgy Anne Swann
Executive Director Public Health Dietitian
Richmond Food Security Society Vancouver Coastal Health

Appendix 1: Richmond Food Charter
Appendix 2: Richmond Food Charter Working Group Member Organizations and Community
Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks
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Richmond Food Charter Working Group

Member Organizations

Richmond

Canadian Federation of University Women-

City of Richmond

Richmond Poverty Response Committee

Richmond Food Security Society

Vancouver Coastal Health

Attachment 3

Community Partners Hosting Kitchen Table Talks

Vancouver Coastal Health Bariatric Program
Nutrition and Cooking Class

Richmond Family Place Society (4 groups)

Canadian Federation of University Women-
Richmond

Richmond Food Bank Society

City of Richmond Advisory Committee on the
Environment

Richmond Multicultural Community Services
(2 groups)

City of Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee

Richmond Poverty Response Committee

Family Services of Greater Vancouver

Richmond Public Library

Feeding A Healthy Richmond Forum Break Out
Group

Richmond Women’s Resource Centre

Foster Parents Support Group

Richmond Youth Service Agency

MILAP (Indo-Canadian Women's Group)

Somali Women's Group

Minoru Place Activity Centre

Stir It Up Youth Community Kitchen

Richmond Centre for Disability (2 groups)

Touchstone Family Association

Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee
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June 3, 2016 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to help guide the City’s actions to make
Richmond a city with a thriving cultural life where the opportunities for participation in the arts
are accessible, where artists feel they have a place and are seen as contributing to the community,
where cultural industries are welcomed and where cultural activity is visible and supported.

The five strategic directions outlined in the strategy guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting Richmond’s arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene
in Richmond:

Strengthen and support the arts community.
Increase the number of arts spaces and more effectively use existing ones.

Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities.

B~ W=

Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts.
5. Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts.

These strategic directions create a solid foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism and economic development. This report presents the
Richmond Arts Update 2015 (Attachment 1), which highlights the year’s achievements in the arts.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3.  Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond
community.

Analysis

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 profiles the year in the arts with particular attention to the
programs and activities led by Community Cultural Development, Richmond Arts Centre,
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June 3, 2016 -3-

Richmond Media Lab, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art Program and Gateway Theatre.
Together, these accomplishments reflect the City’s continued support and investment in the arts.

Highlights and achievements of last year include:

e ArtRich 2015, aregional juried art exhibition at the Richmond Art Gallery in partnership
with the Richmond Arts Coalition, that featured work by 49 local artists;

e Pollinator Pasture, a multi-faceted project coordinated by an Emily Carr University
research team, involving Environmental Sustainability, Public Art, BC Hydro, Westcoast
Seeds and VanCity, with related bee-themed exhibitions and programs at the Richmond
Art Gallery and during Culture Days;

e first place ranking (among medium-sized cities) by Culture Days for largest number of
registered activities;

e anew campaign, How Art Works, to increase public awareness about the importance of
the arts to vibrant communities;

e performance and exhibition opportunities for local artists as well as professional
development workshops presented by Public Art and the Richmond Art Gallery in
collaboration with external partners; and

e new community partners such as Viva Pharmaceuticals, sponsor of the Richmond Media
Lab drop-in program.

The report also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts bring to Richmond by
encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, enhancing
understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills, and
encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to individual well-
being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 highlights the activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and exemplifies the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s
growth into one of the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of
meaning and sense of place for citizens. An investment in the arts is an investment in the
community’s quality of life.

Mauager Arts Services
(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Richmond Arts Update 2015
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46

Art Spaces ' Diversity |

2015 Arts Update | City of Richmond

A STRONGER ECONOMY THROUGH ART

Arts and culture play an important role in promoting economic
goals through local regeneration, developing talent, creating
jobs, spurring innovation and attracting tourists.

Statistics Canada estimates that cultural industries (including broadcasting,
film and video, interactive media, design, newspapers and crafts) contribute an
estimated $53.2 hillion in direct contribution to Canada’s GDP and more than
700,000 jobs. That's ten times larger than the estimated economic impact of
sports ($4.5 billion), and well over the impact of utilities ($35 billion), and the
combined impact of agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting ($23 billion).

Cultural industries can actually turn ordinary cities into “destination cities” giving
them a competitive advantage for cultural tourism. And tourists who come
for the arts stay longer and spend more money than the average tourist.

ART IMPROVES QUALITY OF LIFE

The mental and physiological ways that the arts contribute to positive health and well-
being for older adults are only now beginning to be understood. Learning new skills
when creating a work of art (be it visual or performing) not only provides a greater
sense of confidence and control, it can even help our immune systems fight infections.

Among the elderly, those that take part in creative pursuits are less likely to
experience mild cognitive impairment. These activities are thought to maintain
neuronal function, stimulate neural growth and recruit neural pathways to maintain
cognitive function. This is particularly true of those that actively create works of art.

Music appears to be especially beneficial when complemented with standard
therapies in treating everything from depression to cancer to Parkinson’s.

Moreover, the arts can provide opportunities to meet others, create
together and share experiences, all of which can improve perceived
health status, chronic pain and sense of community.

Further details at www.howartworks.ca.
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