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Recreation and Cultural Services Committee

Anderson Room, City Hall
6911 No. 3 Road

Tuesday, June 23, 2015
4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Services Committee held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

Thursday, July 23, 2015, (tentative date) at 4:00 p.m. in the Anderson Room

DELEGATIONS

James Gates, Executive Director, Richmond Sharing Farm Society, to provide
an update on the Society’s activities.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION

ORIS DEVELOPMENT THE PIER AT LONDON LANDING -

DONATION OF PUBLIC ARTWORK
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-09-20-116) (REDMS No. 4592981 v. 3)

See Page PRCS-16 for full report

Designated Speaker: Eric Fiss
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee Agenda — Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Pg. # ITEM

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

(1) That the artwork donation by Oris Development to the City of
Richmond, as presented in the staff report titled “Oris Development
The Pier at London Landing - Donation of Public Artwork™, dated
June 12, 2015, from the Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Services, be approved; and

(2) That an amendment to the City’s Five Year Financial Plan (2015-
2019) to include $59,897 for the cost of the artwork with funding
coming from the Oris Development’s contribution as part of the
rezoning application to the Public Art Reserve Fund be brought
forward for Council’s consideration.

3. INTRACORP RIVER PARK PLACE DONATION OF PUBLIC

ARTWORK
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-09-20-163) (REDMS No. 4588298 v. 2)

PRCS-39 See Page PRCS-39 for full report

Designated Speaker: Eric Fiss

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the artwork donation by Intracorp River Park Place to the City of
Richmond, as presented in the staff report titled “Intracorp River Park
Place Donation of Public Artwork,” dated June 2, 2015, from the Director,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, be approved.

4.  STEVESTON TOWN SQUARE PARK CONCEPT PLAN
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-00) (REDMS No. 4586522 v. 10)

PRCS-60 See Page PRCS-60 for full report

Designated Speaker: Mike Redpath

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

(1) That the Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan as described in
the staff report titled “Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan,”
dated June 3, 2015, from the Senior Manager, Parks, be approved;
and
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee Agenda — Tuesday, June 23, 2015
Pg. # ITEM

(2) That $250,000 from the following completed projects, McLennan
South ($23,000), McLennan North ($119,000), and Woodwards
School ($55,000), and Parks General Development ($53,000) be
transferred to fund the Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan
project and that this project be included in the 5 Year Financial Plan
(2015-2019) amendment.

5. MANAGER’S REPORT

ADJOURNMENT
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee
Tuesday, May 26, 2015

DELEGATION

With the aid of a PowerPoint presentation, Kara Fredrick, Manager,
Richmond Animal Protection Society (RAPS), accompanied by Donna
Murray, Director, provided an update on the Society’s activities.

In reply to queries from Committee, Ms. Fredrick commented that the RAPS
would prefer that another location be explored to accommodate the expansion
or replacement of the current facility. Also, Mike Redpath, Senior Manager,
Parks, referenced a feasibility study, which would be forwarded to new
Council members, commenting that it identified the need for open space for
additional programming, including exercising the animals.

Discussion ensued regarding the potential for the RAPS to consider expansion
of the facility at its current location and contracting with a bon-a-fide farmer
for the care and shelter of farm animals.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION

RICHMOND HERITAGE UPDATE 2014
(File Ref. No. 11-7141-01) (REDMS No. 4573983)

With the aid of a video presentation, Connie Baxter, Supervisor, Museum and
Heritage Sites, accompanied by Sheila Hill, Curator of Exhibitions,
highlighted the 2014 Richmond Heritage Update.

It was moved and seconded

That the Richmond Heritage Update 2014 as presented in the staff report
titled “Richmond Heritage Update 20147 from the Director, Arts, Culture
and Heritage, dated May 7, 2015, be received for information.

CARRIED

RICHMOND ARTS UPDATE 2014
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-01) (REDMS No. 4502337)

A video presentation highlighting the 2014 Richmond Arts Update was
viewed by Committee.

In reply to queries from Committee, Kim Somerville, Manager, Arts Services,
noted that the installation of the second public art project at the Canada Line’s
Brighouse Station will be installed in fall 2015. She further noted that staff
anticipates continued growth in arts and public education programming, such
as (i) the adult dance company, (ii) the children’s festival, (iii) the arts
festival, and (iv) the exhibits and programming at the Richmond Art Gallery.
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee
Tuesday, May 26, 2015

It was moved and seconded

That the staff report titled, “Richmond Arts Update 2014 from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, dated May 4, 2015, be
received for information.

CARRIED

GARDEN CITY LANDS 2015 UPDATE
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-20-GCIT1) (REDMS No. 4573521 v. 4)

In response to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath, accompanied by Jamie
Esko, Park Planner, provided the following information regarding progress on
the Garden City Lands:

= a public information session is anticipated to take place in fall 2015;

" detailed planning and development of the Lands is ongoing; Phase 1
work includes the design and construction of the perimeter trail, the
Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) agriculture farm, and the
completion of the hydrology report;

= the final hydrology study, expected to be presented to Council in fall
2015, will report on the height and delineation of the dyke;

= existing drainage on the Lands will allow access to KPU for the
development of a agriculture and research farm;

" construction of the southwest perimeter trail will commence in fall
2015; and
= the “Sanctuary” and “Wetland” areas will be protected natural habitats.

Discussion ensued regarding (i) the location of the dyke, (ii) the suspension of
development planning pending the results of the hydrology study, and (iii) the
removal of the “mound” area.

Jim Wright, 8300 Osgoode, spoke on behalf of the Garden City Conservation
Society and read from the written submission (attached to and forming part of
these minutes as Schedule 1).

Councillor Johnston entered the meeting (4:45 p.m.).

In reply to a query from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that further public
consultation will take place in fall 2015 and staff will continue to liaise with
many groups including the Garden City Lands Conservation Society.

Discussion ensued regarding staff conducting a workshop to obtain further
public input, and examining agricultural lands drainage on any future
development.
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Tuesday, May 26, 2015

4A.

It was moved and seconded
That the staff report titled “Garden City Lands 2015 Update,” dated May 6,
2015, from the Senior Manager, Parks, be received for information.

CARRIED

KING GEORGE PARK RUGBY FIELD UPGRADES
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-20-KGEO1) (REDMS No. 4570342 v. 2)

In response to queries from Committee, Gregg Wheeler, Manager,
Community Services Division, advised that approximately $300,000 will
remain in the Special Sports Reserve sub-fund following the completion of
the rugby field upgrades. Also, he advised that every effort is being taken to
ensure construction will have minimal impact on the sports fall schedule.

It was moved and seconded

That the City’s 5 Year Financial Plan (2015-2019), as outlined in the staff
report titled “King George Park Rugby Field Upgrades,” dated May 7, 2015,
Jrom the Senior Manager, Parks, be amended to include $115,000 for rugby
Sfield improvements at King George Park to be funded from the Sports Fund
within Capital Building Infrastructure Reserve.

CARRIED

GARRY POINT PARK PIER AND ACCESSIBLE FLOAT
(File Ref. No.)

Councillor McNulty spoke to the need for a permanent pier and accessible
float at Garry Point Park. As a result of the discussion the following referral
was introduced:

It was moved and seconded

That staff prepare a concept and develop cost estimates for the modification
of the Garry Point Park marine pilings and associated structures for the
creation of a permanent pier and accessible float to be considered as a
legacy project for the Canada 150 Fund and report back to Commiittee.

CARRIED
MANAGER’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT
It was moved and seconded
That the meeting adjourn (4:51 p.m.).
CARRIED
4,
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee
Tuesday, May 26, 2015

Certified a true and correct copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the Parks,
Recreation and  Cultural  Services
Committee of the Council of the City of
Richmond held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

Councillor Harold Steves Heather Howey
Chair Committee Clerk
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In the PARC concept graphic, that northwest corner is
shown as “Urban agriculture research and education” because
Kwantlen Sustainable Agriculture has always indicated it fits
their concept. That goes back to when council directed staff to
study the Kwantlen concept on 48 acres of the Garden City
Lands in February 2008. The Kwantlen assessment is clear proof
that the northwest corner is suited to agriculture. The city
should not have misled the Agricultural Land Commission
about it, as the ALC letter of April 2014 seems to imply.

To add to the concern, the park graphics that the city
presented in public engagement all show sports fields in that
corner with “Community Fields” labels, and the City’s bit of soil
testing on the Lands skipped that area. Misuse of that very
agricultural ALR land would be another lost legacy.

By the way, experts like Arzeena Hamir have always seen a
partner like Kwantlen as a key component for the community’s
agricultural success on the Lands. Arzeena is a Professional
Agrologist who was closely involved in the Terra Nova Sharing
Farm success. She was the main writer of the Sustainable Food
Systems Park concept —presented to council in early 2007 —
which made that point.

The people have always seen the Garden City Lands as ALR
parkland, and the City now professes to agree. We need the
City to put that intent into action.

You may wonder why the clear sleeves holding the handout
are sealed at the top. It keeps the contents dry on eco-tours.
You're invited to the next one, joining Anita Georgy and Marie
Fenwick, two good consulters. It's on Wednesday, June 3rd
from the East Entrance at 4:20 pm, Even if you've taken part
before, we learn something new every time. I'll send details.
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j L0 The Laraen
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This discussion is illustrated by the PARC graphic. Park stands for Parkland for Agriculture, Recreation & Conservation.

When we look and listen, the Garden City Lands tell us what’s good for them.

In the graphic, the underlying image is a satellite view in rainy season. Wetter areas look darker. Notice, for
example, the light “clean clay fill” in the northwest corner and the darker—and wetter—lower-lying land south of it.

More subtly, several of the labeled areas convey the close-range view of Michae!l Wolfe, who knows and loves the
ecology of the lands. He spent time with them in the spring to map where he found native species, streams, and more.

A few streams caught the satellite’s eye, but Michael located a hidden one with banks of abundant cloudberries and
sphagnum. It’s east of the green “ecology dyke trails” label and parallel to it, easy to miss but well worth conserving.

Aspects like that are the lands’ way of showing us the “restorable sphagnum bog,” which can be saved with
dyking that holds in the acidic bog water and lets precipitation raise the water table. Michael was recording Nature’s
wishes when he drew a slanting and winding western border, which could be the future route of a dike trail.

In the northeast, Michael found none of the living sphagnum moss that enables a sphagnum bog. Still, it remains
a field of ancient peat. With the right planting method and water levels, that’s an ideal base for regenerating
sphagnum. The city would witness the rebirth of a bog in its midst.

Although the bog ecosystem of the Garden City Lands is in critical shape, the published resources of the Canadian
Peat Moss Association prove there are Canadian experts who could help. Also, the 2008 Lulu Island Bog book
describes efforts to save bog remnants east of the Garden City Lands, and we can learn from the scant success.
Leading-edge care is essential. Deep commitment will enable full recovery.

Agriculture expert Kent Mullinix says the higher land in the northwest is suited to orchard trees and farm
animals, which would rather not stand in water. South of that, the soil is more organic. With drainage, it can become
productive for growing.

The areas for agricultural education and community farms and gardens could be crisscrossed by a trail system
designed to feed visitors’ interest while prompting respect for what others grow.

The Garden City Lands have cousins, the Terra Nova Rural Park and Natural Area far to the west, role models to
imitate in adapted ways. Farming groups outgrowing the Terra Nova Sharing Farm in the rural park would make good
early adopters of community farms on the lands, and Food Bank clients might be able to help grow their food there.

In time, the 120,000 people who will be jammed into the city centre may require 25 acres for community

gardeners on the lands. They’d grow culturally good food, chat with their garden neighbors and passers-by, and savor
the settings of mountains and woods.

Around the west entrancé, the most disturbed part of the lands is labeled “multi-purpose area.” Clean clay fil},
which would be brought in for trail-bearing dykes, could also extend the existing firm ground. That would suit
buildings like a multi-purpose community barn.and farmgate market, along with a little parking.

In the southwest corner, nesting birds and native bees reminded Michael that the water conditions and
vegetation there are just right for them. Bee expert Brian Campbell tells us that native bees are best for pollinating
native plants. Some species don’t fly far from their nests, but they can be helped to find homes where their work is
needed. For natural harmony, the “habitat” corner calls for distinct handling.

Those who listen to the Garden City Lands love to share the joy. They envision peaceful gathering places, tai chi
beside reservoir lakes, theme playgrounds, lookouts, and lots of interpretive signs on all-weather trails for walking,
cycling, and access. '

By B.C. law this ALR land is agricultural, by nature it cries out for conservation, and as green wellness space in the
city centre it’s vital for recreation. So the Garden City Lands can be a great “PARC,” which is more than a nod to
bilingualism en francais. As PARC, they’re Parkland for Agriculture, Recreation & Conservation for community wellness.

The prospects are exciting. When we listen to the lands, enthusiasm is natural.

www.gardencitylands@shaw.ca http://garcPrR@/Sanqzuordpress.com gardencitylands@shaw.ca
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The Sharing Farm Society

We Grow Food

2014 - Donated upwards of 14,000 pounds of organic produce to the Food Bank and
Community Meals.

2014 - Our produce ended up on the plates of up to 1900 low-income adults, children and
seniors weekly.

2014 - Bees - Grew apiary from 10 to 25 hives — doubled the honey production. Produced
200 pounds of honey from sustainably managed bees.

Through our history we have donated upwards of 200,000 pounds of organic produce.

Enterprise Endeavors: Community Supported Agriculture program (weekly harvest boxes),
Farmers Markets and Farm Stand at Terra Nova Adventure Playground

We Grow Farmers

Continued relationship with Kwantlen — Richmond Farm School. 12 students this year.

Focus on: Local production, processing and distribution, Human-scale systems that provide
sustainability to local farms. Natural production methods that value ecological resources
and local health.

Interns — Students we hire annually and who learn farming.

We Grow Community

2014 - Garlic Festival — 3200 happy festivalgoers. Sold 800Ibs of garlic, 25 gallons of garlic
ice cream, 30 dozen pizzas from cob oven, and contributions from many sponsors,
community groups, the City and amazing volunteers.

Volunteers:

2014 - Hosted 796 volunteers in 2014

Greenhouse Social Club — 80 greenhouse volunteers

Saturday Friends of the Fields — 51 field friends

530 volunteers in Groups (30 groups — corporate and community groups)

15 new seniors due to New Horizons grant

Farm Location Mailing Address
2771 Westminster Hwy PRCS - 14 PO Box 36555

. RPO Seafair
Richmond, BC Richmond, BC V7C 5M4

www.sharingfarm.ca www.sharingfarm.ca



The Sharing Farm Society
New in 2015

e Barn - As a community partner we are grateful for the support and expertise provided to
build the new barn at The Sharing Farm, to support farming in Terra Nova. Community Barn
supported by the City of Richmond, the Provincial Government and donors. To us, it will be
Mary’s barn, in recognition of Mary Gazetas, our founder.

* Garlic Festival with Chefs to the Fields. Working with lan Lai, Richmond Schoolyard Society
and the City to combine these events on site the same day. August 23.
The Sharing Farm sells its renowned boutique garlic. Twenty restaurants provide samples of
their menu and cook a competitive meal % through the day using vegetables they harvest
out of our fields.

e Food Skills program — Partnership with Richmond Schoolyard Society and Terra Nova Nature
Preschool. Low-income families receive a weeks worth of vegetables for 3 % months, food
skills and nutrition training and nature-based child minding.

e The Faery Play: Collaboration with Mortal Coil who presented Salmon Roe at Britannia
Shipyards. A children’s play that moves through the farm. Promotes the farm and what we
do. Promotes the Garlic Festival. Introduces a new audience to the farm, the value of local
agriculture. Supported by Parks and Culture and Heritage.

e 2015 - Feeding bees with % acre of bee forage. Land recently opened up on our donated
land base.

Who makes it happen?
e One Full time staff (Executive Director)

e Four seasonal part time (Farmer, Volunteer Coordinator, Bee keeper/Administrator, Events
and Communications Coordinator)

* Three summer student interns

* Six volunteer board members

* Hundreds of Volunteers

e Support from Community Services staff

Contact

James Gates — Executive Director
james@sharingfarm.ca
778-984-1403
www.sharingfarm.ca

Farm Location Mailing Address
2771 Westminster Hwy PRCS -15 PO Box 36555

. RPO Seafair
Richmond, BC Richmond, BC V7C 5M4

www.sharingfarm.ca www.sharingfarm.ca
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June 12, 2015 -2 -

Staff Report
Origin

As part of Oris Development’s The Pier at London Landing at 6160 London Road, the developer
proposes to donate a public artwork to the City for integration with the new City waterfront park
at 13160 No 2 Rd. This report presents for Council’s consideration the proposed public artwork,

artist and location.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3, Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
Analysis

Richmond Public Art Program

The Richmond Public Art Program sets a framework for creating opportunities for people to
experience art in everyday life, encouraging citizens to take pride in public cultural expression,
and complement the character of Richmond’s diverse neighbourhoods through the creation of
distinctive public spaces. Donations of artwork to the City are an important part of Richmond’s
growing Public Art Collection.

Development Proposal

The Pier at London Landing is a mixed-use development containing approximately 76 residential
units, commercial space, on-site parking and a new 1.55 acre public park (Attachment 1).

Council approved the development’s rezoning application (RZ 09-466062) on September 24,
2012 and the development permit (DP 11-575759) on July 22, 2013. There is a Service
Agreement associated with the subject development that covers the new waterfront park (SA 12-
613833).

The proposed public art will be integrated with the landscaping design for the new waterfront
park and refined in coordination with the design and construction Servicing Agreement,

Public Art Plan

On March 15, 2011, a Preliminary Public Art Plan prepared by the public art consultant, HAPA
Collaborative, was presented to the Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee (RPAAC).
RPAAC supported the Preliminary Public Art Plan presented to them subject to

4592981
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June 12, 2015 -3-

recommendations that a written heritage context statement be included with the artist call; the
limited budget concentrate on a main artwork integrated within the design of the park space; the
selection panel shortlist a group of artists to prepare concept proposals for this opportunity; and
that the Public Art Advisory Committee have input on the composition of the selection panel.

At the July 15,2014 RPAAC meeting, the public art consultant presented the Detailed Public Art
Plan for The Pier at London Landing. RPAAC supported the Detailed Public Art Plan and
recommended several revisions to the proposed artist selection process to better align with the
Administrative Procedures of the Public Art Program. The revised Terms of Reference
(Attachment 2) with the revisions to address the recommendations was presented to RPAAC on
October 21, 2014, prior to issuance.

Pubilic Art Selection Process

The public art consultant, with input from the Public Art Program staff, prepared a list of over
forty local and internationals artists qualified for the commission based upon their previous
experience and ability to work at a scale appropriate to the important site in this neighbourhood.
The artists on the long list were invited to submit their expressions of interest in the project. Ten
artists submitted their qualifications.

Under the terms of the Public Art Program administration procedures, a five member selection
panel met on November 23, 2014 to review the artist qualifications and statements of interest.
The selection panel was comprised of the following individuals:

e Joel Baziuk — Operations Supervisor, Steveston Harbour Authority, Richmond

e Jan Corkan — Artist, Richmond

e Naomi Sawada — Arts Professional, Belkin Art Gallery, Vancouver

e Kinichi Shigeno — Artist, Richmond

e Dana Westermark — Owner, Oris Consulting, Richmond

Additionally, the selection panel was supported by the following technical advisors:
e Brooke Lees — Heritage Coordinator, Britannia Shipyards
e Sarah Siegel — Landscape Architect, Hapa Collaborative

The selection panel recommended that four artists be shortlisted and invited to submit concept
proposals, for which they received an honorarium. Prior to submission of the concept proposals,
the artists received the Statement of Significance and reference material for review and met with
the design team for a project orientation.

On January 28, 2015, the selection panel met to review the concept proposals and interview the
shortlisted artists for this opportunity. The concept proposal presented by Glen Andersen was
recommended for the commission (Attachment 3). Glen Andersen is a Richmond based artist,
recently honoured for Artistic Innovation at the Richmond 2015 Arts Awards.

The Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee reviewed the artist proposal on May 19, 2015
and recommends that the artist work with the design team and City staff to clarify integration of

4592981
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June 12, 2015 -4 -

the artwork with the park design. The artist has refined the design proposal as presented to
address these concerns (Attachment 4).

Proposed Artwork

The approximately thirty foot long by nine foot high proposed artwork consists of a series of
metal pipes protruding from a concrete base, giving the appearance of both the skeleton of a
salmon and the ribs of a boat under construction.

Proposed Location

The artwork is to be located on the “Promontory”, a key location within the park that will act as a
landmark with high visibility at the entrance to the park from No. 2 Road as well as from the
dyke trail from the northeast and southwest. The artwork is integrated with the park design
concept and aligned with the pavement lines leading from the new building, representative of the
boat launch rails from the boat sheds formerly on this site. It will be situated on a grassy knoll,
with land formed to represent the wake pattern generated by a boat.

Final location and foundation design for the artwork will be coordinated with the future
relocation and replacement of the No 2 Road South Drainage Pump Station which is currently in
the Capital Plan for construction in 2017.

Staff Comments on Proposed Artwork Donation to the City

City staff met with the artist and consultant team to identify technical concerns including
lighting, safety, visibility and structural support. These issues have been addressed by the artist
and design team and City staff have no concerns.

Cost of the artwork donation

The developer has provided a Public Art voluntary contribution of $59,897 at the rezoning phase
(based on $0.60/ ft? over a total building area of approximately 99,828 ft?, deposited to Public
Art Reserve Fund September 24, 2012. The budget for this project is as follows:

e Transferred to the Public Art Provision (5%): $2,995
e Public art consultant fee (9%): $5,562
¢ Administration costs for the selection process: $2,900
e Heritage Statement of Significance: $4,600
e Artist honoraria: $4,000
e Artwork budget: $39,840

Financial Impact

The artwork will require minimal periodic washing and maintenance, at an approximate cost of
$300 per cleaning every one or two years. City funds would be allocated out of the Public Art
Program’s annual operating budget.

4592981
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June 12, 2015 -5~

Conclusion

The proposed artwork by Glen Andersen and donated by Oris Development represents a
significant gift to the City of Richmond. It is a continuing show of support by developers for the
importance of public art to neighbourhoods and the City. The artwork will interpret the rich
heritage of Steveston and activate this new City park for the enjoyment of visitors and residents.

Eric Fiss
Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Location Plan
2: The Pier Call for Artists & Terms of Reference
3: Public Art Concept Proposal
4: Public Art Site Plan and Section

4592981
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June 2, 2015 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

As part of the Intracorp River Park Place development at 6888 River Road, the developer
proposes to donate a public artwork to the City. This report presents for Council’s consideration
the proposed public artwork, artist and location.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

2.3. Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
Analysis

Richmond Public Art Program

The Richmond Public Art Program sets a framework for creating opportunities for people to
experience art in everyday life, encouraging citizens to take pride in public cultural expression,
and complement the character of Richmond’s diverse neighbourhoods through the creation of
distinctive public spaces. Donations of artwork to the City are an important part of Richmond’s
growing Public Art Collection.

Development Proposal

Intracorp’s “River Park Place” development is a three phase, high-rise, high-density, mixed use
project containing approximately 582 dwelling units at 6888 River Road (formerly 5440
Hollybridge Way) on a site in the City Centre’s Oval Village. The first phase of “River Park
Place” is located at the east side of Pearson Way, adjacent to Gilbert Road, and includes a 15-
storey tower containing 219 dwelling units, ground floor retail space, and three levels of parking.

Council approved the development’s rezoning application (RZ 09-506904) on September 5, 2012
and development permit (DP 12-617639) on March 11, 2013. As part of the rezoning and
development permit, the developer agreed to integrate a public art project on the development’s
site or vicinity.

Detailed Public Art Plan

The development’s Project-Wide Public Art Plan and Phase 1 Detailed Public Art Plan were
reviewed and supported by the Public Art Committee on November 20, 2012. Consultation with
the City’s Public Art Committee confirmed that the subject site occupies a strategic public art
location, bookended by the prominent new River Road/Gilbert Road “gateway” at its northeast
corner (Attachment 1).
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The developer’s second public art project, which will be located along the Lansdowne “art walk”
at the southwest corner of the development’s third phase, will be implemented with Phases 2-3.
The total value of public art proposed for Phases 1 to 3 will be $340,891 or as determined based
on the City-approved rates and policy in effect at the time of Building Permit approval,
whichever is greater. An Area Specific Detailed Public Art Plan for Phases 2 and 3 is required to
be submitted prior to issuance of a Building Permit for Lot 2 (Phase 2).

Terms of Reference

The Detailed Public Art Plan for Phase 1 and Terms of Reference (Attachment 2) describe the art
opportunity, site description, theme, budget, schedule, artist selection process, and submission
criteria. The Detailed Public Art Plan incorporates revisions as recommended by the Public Art
Advisory Committee during their review on November 20, 2012, to strive for an artwork that
will be impactful and meaningful.

Proposed Location

The Gilbert Road frontage is part of an important greenway linking the Middle Arm and
proposed Lansdowne linear park and, among other things, is intended to provide for innovative
storm water management measures and public art celebrating the City Centre’s prominent
Dinsmore Bridge “gateway”. In light of this, artist(s) involved in the development’s public art
were encouraged to incorporate a “narrative” quality in their work to engage the public in the
space, the architecture and the area.

Public Art Selection Process

Under the terms of the Public Art Program administration procedures, a five member selection
panel met on October 23, 2013 to review a list of 23 local and international artists recommended
for the commission based upon their previous experience and ability to work at a scale
appropriate to the important site in this neighbourhood. The selection panel recommended that
six artists be shortlisted and invited to submit a concept proposal. Four artists subsequently
submitted proposals.

On January 31, 2014, the selection panel met to review the concept proposals and interview the
shortlisted artists for this opportunity. The concept proposal presented by Evan Lee was
recommended for the commission (Attachment 3). Evan Lee is a Vancouver based artist, whose
work was featured in a solo exhibition, “Elders and Roots”, at the Richmond Art Gallery from
April through June 2014.

The Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee reviewed this proposal on April 21, 2015 and
recommends that Council support this proposal of donated artwork as presented.
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Proposed Artwork

The artwork consists of three transparent black and white photographs of ginseng roots scaled to the
proportions of the human figure and set between standing glass plates and situated within the rain
garden along Gilbert Road.

The proposed location of the three panels is on City owned sidewalk and boulevard space along
Gilbert Road, immediately in front of the River Park Place development (Attachment 4).

Staff Comments on Proposed Artwork Donation to the City

City staff met with the artist and consultant team to identify technical concerns including
lighting, positioning of the panels, traffic safety, skateboarding potential, visibility at night, and
drainage. These issues have been addressed by the artist and design team. Planning, Parks,
Transportation and Engineering staff have reviewed the proposal and location in terms of urban
design, boulevard maintenance, pedestrian safety and vehicular visibility, and have no concerns.
The artwork will be designed so that it can be removed and returned to its location by City street
crews if future utility or street work is required.

Cost of the artwork donation

The total value of the developer’s voluntary Public Art contribution for all phases shall be at least
$340,891 or as per the rates in effect at the time of an approved Building Permit, whichever is
greater. Based on estimated floor areas as proposed through the rezoning, the public art
contribution for Phase 1 is approximately one-third of the total contribution (a minimum of
$133,514) and two-thirds ($207,377) for Phases 2 and 3, or the value of the applicable Developer
Contribution Rate multiplied by the total Buildable Area of Phase 2 and Phase 3, as determined by
the Building Permit approval process for Phase 2.

The developer has provided a Letter of Credit on November 29, 2013 in the amount of $227,261
as security towards the administration, selection, fabrication and installation of public art as a
condition of the development approval process. As this contribution exceeds the minimum
contribution for Phase 1, the developer will be credited with the over contribution ($93,747)
towards the required contribution for Phases 2 and 3.

Of the Phase 1 contribution of $227,261, an amount of $11,361 (5%) will be paid to the Public
Art Provision for City Administration prior to the release of the Letter of Credit, and $20,000
(9%) has been allocated for public art consulting and administration costs by the public art
consultant retained by the developer. The artist contract is for $195,900. A tax receipt for the
donation would not be issued as the donation of the artwork is in exchange for development
approvals.

Financial Impact

The artwork will require minimal periodic washing and maintenance by the City at an
approximate cost of $300 per cleaning every one or two years. City funds would be allocated out
of the Public Art Program’s annual operating budget.

4588298 PRCS - 42



June 2, 2015 -5-

Conclusion

The proposed artwork by Evan Lee and donated by Intracorp represents a significant gift to the
City of Richmond. It is a continuing show of support by developers for the importance of public
art to neighbourhoods and the City.

Z 7

Eric Fiss
Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Site Location Plans
2. Detailed Public Art Plan Phase 1
3. Artist Concept
4: Site Plan
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To: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Date: June 3, 2015
Committee
From: Mike Redpath File:  06-2345-00/Vol 01

Senior Manager, Parks

Re: Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan

Staff Recommendation

1. That the Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan as described in the staff report
“Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan,” dated June 3, 2015, from the Senior
Manager, Parks, be approved; and

2. That $250,000 from the following completed projects, McLennan South ($23,000),
McLennan North ($119,000), and Woodwards School ($55,000), and Parks General
Development ($53,000) be transferred to fund the Steveston Town Square Park Concept

Plan project and that this project be included in the 5 Year Financial Plan (2015-2019)
amendment.

fept

Mike Redpath
Senior Manager, Parks
(604-247-4942)
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Staff Report

Origin

In 2014 and 2015 work was completed relocating and transforming the Japanese Benevolent
Society Building into a publicly accessible museum at the Steveston Town Square Park. A
significant investment has been made locating the building, renovating the facility, programming
and co—locating it with the Steveston Museum building. The concept design for the surrounding
public open space known as the Steveston Town Square is the final piece required to connect the
buildings together, and allow for both indoor and outdoor programming at the site.

The current Steveston Town Square park is dated and in poor condition. The City Building
Committee for the Japanese Benevolent Society approached staff over a year ago to discuss the
Steveston Town Square Park along the Steveston Greenway however it was too late to submit as
a 2015 Capital Project. Since that time, the Committee has worked with staff to develop a
concept that will enhance the site as a tourism destination, develop and enhance a cultural
landscape commemorating past and present Japanese residents and add new accessible
programmable space adjacent to the restored heritage buildings.

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the funding and implementation of the
Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan and to secure funding for its implementation in 2015.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.1, Strong neighbourhoods.

2.3.  Qutstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4. Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #6 Quality Infrastructure Networks:
Continue diligence towards the development of infrastructure networks that are safe,
sustainable, and address the challenges associated with aging systems, population
growth, and environmental impact.

6.1. Safe and sustainable infrastructure.

6.2. Infrastructure is reflective of and keeping pace with community need.
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Analysis

Steveston Town Square Park

The Steveston Town Square Park is located at the corner of First Avenue and Moncton Street
directly west of the Steveston Post Office, along the Steveston Greenway and adjacent to the
recently renovated and relocated Japanese Fishermen’s Benevolent Society Building (Location
Map - Attachment 1). The Steveston Town Square Park has seen several minor improvements
over the years including the installation of an exposed aggregate pathway, a wooden stage (now
removed due to disrepair), several large trees, a small rose garden and a grassy area. The site has
seen limited programming over the years and is in need of updating and repair.

With the relocation of Japanese Fishermen’s Benevolent Society Building to the site, a concept
plan for redeveloping the site has been prepared that will update the park area, improve
circulation, tie in the park area to both the Steveston Museum and Japanese Building for
programming and events, and create an opportunity to celebrate the Japanese historic connection
to Steveston.

Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan

The proposed Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan (Attachment 2) respects both design
and programming consultations held with the Steveston Historical Society Building Committee.
The Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan is built around the following general elements
and ideas:

e Create a park area that is adaptable for a variety of year-round activities, with a variety of
spaces and environmental exposure opportunities;

e Create spaces that allow for accessible, casual public use as well as adapt to programmed
use and activities organized by the Steveston Historical Society;

¢ Accommodate sitting and display areas near Moncton Street for year-round use as well as
during festivals;

e Accommodate tables of approximately 35 seats, or standing social gatherings of
approximately 50 persons in a larger activity area; and

e With the relocated Japanese Fishermen’s Benevolent Society (JFBS) building present,
honor the Japanese heritage of Steveston by adapting a Japanese garden approach to
materials, forms and built elements, including a Torii gate and a Suikinkutsu sounding-
bell element.

e Enhance the Steveston Greenway.

The plan proposes to create two general activity areas, casually delineated to allow for a natural
separation of activities and uses. The street-side area retains the white picket fence and seasonal
planting edge space. Inside the gate, a paved area irregularly patterned concrete, interspersed
with stone paving slabs and stone sitting blocks, will create a multipurpose sitting area. This area
will be close to the street activity, and the paving pattern and materials establish the Japanese
garden-inspired design approach.
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The stone blocks and conventional wood-backed benches allow for a variety of sitting

opportunities. The existing flagpole is retained and the two commemorative plaques are
relocated within the park.

Central Path

The central path, also of patterned concrete and stone slabs, leads to the larger activity area. The
sides of the street-side area are renovated lawn areas, allowing for play and lounging
contemplating outdoors. The central path leads to a Japanese-style Torii gate. This gate directly
recognizes the Japanese heritage of Steveston and, at the same time, creates a natural and
appropriate transition into the larger, but more secluded main activity area.

Interior Activity Area

The interior activity area is set to meet the grade established by the relocated JFBS building steps
and sloping walk. The area is sized to accommodate approximately six tables of six seats, or 50
persons standing in a social group. In this way, it suits casual use and is adaptable for organized
school activities, adult gatherings or private parties that may rent the space. Examples of
activities could be weddings, private rentals, and events coordinated with the JFBS or Steveston
Post Office indoor spaces. The concrete and stone paving is used again, along with the stone slab
benches and conventional wood benches. The west side of the park is kept open to allow for
movies or images to be projected onto the east-facing wall of the adjacent building.

Suikinkutsu

A key feature of the park is anticipated to be the Suikinkutsu feature, set along the north edge of
the park. This is a Japanese garden element that speaks to the sacred nature of a secluded garden
corner. Water drips from a stone basin and then into a hidden bell-shaped urn, underground. The
sound of the drops of water are amplified and create a surprise as well as a feeling of serenity.
The Suikinkutsu is planned to be ‘activated’ manually, with a bamboo ladle. Very importantly,
the basin has been sourced from Wakayama City, Richmond’s sister City in Japan, the home of
the first Japanese settlers to Steveston and Richmond.

This traditional Japanese garden feature (suikinkutsu and Torii gate) are typically located in a
place of tranquility and quiet and the Steveston Town Square site has been specifically selected
as a place suitable for its location. Staff are working with Japanese gardeners from UBC and
will coordinate with the local Japanese community.

The Suikinkutsu element is proposed to be set in a raised area, surrounded by flagstone, low,
stacked basalt stone retaining and overlapping Japanese-inspired fence panels. The gravel paving
is appropriate for multiseason use, and suits the low-light conditions. It also reinforces the
Japanese garden feel of the interior, main activity area.
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Next Steps
If approved, implementation of the Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan is proposed to

commence in 2015 with a targeted completion for October 2015. A concept sign would be
installed at the site and construction would commence in the summer of 2015.

Funding Strategy

Since the concept plan for the Steveston Town Square Park project was not considered as part of
the 2015 Capital Program, staff are recommending that $250,000 from the following completed
projects, McLennan South ($23,000), McLennan North ($119,000), and Woodwards School
(855,000), and Parks General Development ($53,000) be transferred to fund the Steveston Town
Square Park Concept Plan project and that this project be included in the 5 Year Financial Plan
(2015-2019) amendment.

Financial Impact

Implementation of the Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan is estimated at $250,000.
There is no additional operating budget impact expected as existing operational funding is in
place.

Conclusion

The restoration of the Japanese Fishermen’s Benevolent Society Building and co-location of the
building with the existing Steveston Museum at the Steveston Town Square Park has presented a
unique opportunity to create a cultural landscape. This report details a concept plan that will
connect the surrounding buildings to the Steveston Town Square Park, revitalize the area and
present many opportunities for extended programming at the site for community use.

H e

Mike Redpath
Senior Manager, Parks
(604-247-4942)

Att. 1: Location Map - Steveston Town Square Park
2: Steveston Town Square Park Concept Plan
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