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General Purposes Committee

Anderson Room, City Hall
6911 No. 3 Road

Monday, September 21, 2015
4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes
Committee held on September 8, 2015.

FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION

DECEMBER 2015 COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETING

SCHEDULE
(File Ref. No. 01-0100-01) (REDMS No. 4727959)

See Page GP-11 for full report

Designated Speaker: David Weber

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

(1) That the Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, December 21, 2015
be re-scheduled to Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at Richmond City Hall;

GP -1




General Purposes Committee Agenda — Monday, September 21, 2015

Pg. #
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ITEM

(2) That the Committee meetings scheduled for the week of December 21,
2015 be re-scheduled, if needed, to the week of December 14, 2015, as
shown on Attachment 1 to the staff report dated September 14, 2015
from the Director, City Clerk’s Office; and

(3) That a Special Council meeting be called, as per standard practice, in
conjunction with the last Committee meeting(s) before the holiday
break, in order to ratify any Committee recommendations that are
time-sensitive.

ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION

RICHMOND’S ECOLOGICAL NETWORK  MANAGEMENT

STRATEGY
(File Ref. No. 10-6125-11-01) (REDMS No. 4541922 v. 4)

See Page GP-14 for full report

Designated Speaker: Lesley Douglas

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the Ecological Network Management Strategy, as described in the staff
report titled “Richmond’s Ecological Network Management Strategy,”
dated August 21, 2015, from the Director, Engineering, be adopted.

ADJOURNMENT
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hmond Minutes

General Purposes Committee

Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2015
Place: Anderson Room
Richmond City Hall
Present: Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie, Chair
Councillor Chak Au
Councillor Carol Day

Councillor Ken Johnston
Councillor Alexa Loo
Councillor Bill McNulty
Councillor Linda McPhail
Councillor Harold Steves

Absent: Councillor Derek Dang
Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

AGENDAADDITION

[t was moved and seconded
That Emergency Preparedness be added to the Agenda as Item No. 11.

CARRIED

MINUTES

[t was moved and seconded
That the minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on
July 20, 2015, be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION

MAYFAIR LAKES MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, DOING

BUSINESS AS MAYFAIR LAKES GOLF COURSE 5460 NO. 7 ROAD
(File Ref. No. 12-8275-05) (REDMS No. 4690928)

In reply to a query from Committee, Cecilia Achiam, Director, Performance
and Compliance, advised that letters were sent to businesses, residents and
property owners within a 50-metre radius of the establishment; also, she noted
that she would provide Council with detailed information regarding the
properties captured in the 50-metre radius.

It was moved and seconded

That the application from Mayfair Lakes Management Corporation, doing
business as Mayfair Lakes Golf Course, for an amendment to add a patron
participation endorsement under Food Primary Licence No.129629, in
order to offer entertainment in the form of live bands and recorded music
Sor dancing, be supported and that a letter be sent to the Liquor Control and
Licensing Branch advising that:

(1)  Council supports the amendment of an endorsement for patron
participation as the issuance will not pose a significant impact on the
community;

(2)  Council comments on the prescribed criteria (set out in Section 53 of
the Liquor Control and Licensing Regulations) are as follows:

(a) The potential for additional noise and traffic in the area was
considered;

(b) The impact on the community was assessed through a
community consultation process;

(c) Given that there has been no history of non-compliance with the
operation, the amendment to permit patron participation under
the Food Primary Licence should not change the establishment
so that it is operated in a manner that is contrary to its primary
purpose as a golf course and food and beverage establishment;

(3) As the operation of a licenced establishment may affect nearby
residents the City gathered the view of residents as follows:

(a) Property owners and businesses within a 50 metre radius of the
subject property were contacted by letter detailing the
application and provided instructions on how community
comments or concerns could be submitted;
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

(b) Signage was posted at the subject property and three public
notices were published in a local newspaper. The signage and
notice provided information on the application and instructions
on how community comments or concerns could be submitted;

(4) Council’s comments and recommendations respecting the views of
the residents are as follows:

(a) That based on the number of letters sent and the lack of
response received from all public notifications, Council
considers that the amendment is acceptable to the majority of
the residents in the area and the community.

CARRIED

MAYFAIR LAKES MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, DOING

BUSINESS AS MAYFAIR LAKES GOLF COURSE 5460 NO. 7 ROAD
(File Ref. No.) (REDMS No. 4693238)

It was moved and seconded

That the application from Mayfair Lakes Management Corporation, doing
business as Mayfair Lakes Golf Course, for an amendment under Liquor
Primary Licence No. 130519 to change the hours of liquor service from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Monday to Saturday and 11:00 a.m. to Midnight
Sunday to 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Monday to Saturday and 9:00 a.m. to
Midnight Sunday, be supported and that a letter be sent to the Liquor
Control and Licensing Branch advising that:

(1)  Council supports the amendment for an increase in liquor service
hours as the increase will not have a significant impact on the
community

(2)  Council’s comments on the prescribed criteria (set out in Section 53
of the Liquor Control and Licensing Regulations) are as follows:

(a) The potential for additional noise and traffic in the area was
considered

(b) The impact on the community was assessed through a
community consultation process

(3) As the operation of a licenced establishment may affect nearby
residents the City gathered the view of the residents as follows:

(a) Property owners and businesses within a 50 metre radius of the
subject property were contacted by letter detailing the
application and provided instructions on how community
comments or concerns could be submitted
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

(b) Signage was posted at the subject property and three public
notices were published in a local newspaper. This signage and
notice provided information on the application and instructions
on how community comments or concerns could be submitted

(4)  Council’s comments and recommendations respecting the views of
the residents are as follows:

(a) That based on the number of letters sent and the lack of
response received from all public notifications, Council
considers that the amendment is acceptable to the majority of
the residents in the area and the community.

CARRIED

BUSINESS REGULATION BYLAW NO. 7538, AMENDMENT

BYLAW NO. 9289 — 8555 SEA ISLAND WAY UNIT 120
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-9289) (REDMS No. 4700997)

It was moved and seconded

That Business Regulation Bylaw No. 7538, Amendment Bylaw No. 9289
which amends Schedule A of Bylaw No. 7538 to include the premises at
8555 Sea Island Way Unit 120 among the sites that permit an Amusement
Centre to operate with more than 4 amusement machines, be introduced
and given first, second and third readings.

The question on the motion was not called as in reply to a query from
Committee, Ms. Achiam advised that the proposed bylaw amendment is to
permit an increased number of amusement machines at the subject site; also,
she commented that computerized games are recognized as Amusement
Centres by regulation and by definition, thus necessitating a business
regulation bylaw amendment.

The question on the motion was then called and it was CARRIED.

BUSINESS REGULATION BYLAW NO. 7538, AMENDMENT
BYLAW NO. 9288 — 5731 NO. 3 ROAD

(File Ref. No. 12-8060-9288) (REDMS No. 4697299)

It was moved and seconded

That Business Regulation Bylaw No. 7538, Amendment Bylaw No. 9288
which amends Schedule A of Bylaw No. 7538 to include the premises at
5731 No. 3 Road among the sites that permit an Amusement Centre to
operate with more than 4 amusement machines, be introduced and given
first, second and third readings.

CARRIED
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION

BRIGHOUSE FIRE HALL NO. 1 PUBLIC ART CONCEPT

PROPOSAL
(File Ref. No. 11-7000-09-20-187) (REDMS No. 4691945 v. 4)

It was moved and seconded

That the concept proposal and installation for the Brighouse Fire Hall No.
1 public artwork by artist Nathan Scott, as presented in the staff report titled
“Brighouse Fire Hall No. 1 Public Art Concept Proposal” from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, dated August 12, 2015, be
endorsed.

CARRIED

KIWANIS TOWERS - THIRD DISBURSEMENT FROM THE

AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESERVE FUND TO 7378 GOLLNER

AVENUE

(File Ref. No. 08-4057-01) (REDMS No. 4536424 v. 14)

[t was moved and seconded

(1)  That, subject to Part 2 below, 33,961,556 be paid to Richmond
Kiwanis Senior Citizens Housing Society (the “Society”) towards
construction costs associated with 296 subsidized senior housing
units at 7378 Gollner Avenue (formerly 6251 Minoru Boulevard) to be
used by the Society;

(2)  That, pursuant to the Contribution Agreement, dated November 9,
2012 and amended March 24, 2015, between the City and the Society,
no payment be made by the City until:

(a) substantial completion of all 148 Seniors Housing Units in the
second tower as determined by a quantity surveyor retained by
and reporting to BC Housing; and

(b) the City grants a final building inspection permitting occupancy
of all 148 units;

(3)  That the Chief Administrative Officer and the General Manager of
Community Services be authorized to disburse the amount as stated
in Part 1 above; and

(4)  That the Five-Year Financial Plan (2015-2019) Bylaw be amended to
include an additional 33,961,556 (from the Affordable Housing
Reserve Fund) for the City’s contribution.

CARRIED
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION

DONATION BINS WITHIN THE CITY OF RICHMOND
(File Ref. No.) (REDMS No. 4582116 v. 13)

Discussion ensued regarding the viability of the proposed donation bin
regulations for not-for-profit groups.

In reply to a query from Committee, Jennifer Kube-Njenga, Program
Manager, Public Works, advised that under the proposed regulations, bin
operators would be given 24-hours to clean up any unsightly or illegal
dumping around their donation bins; if compliance is not achieved, the City
would undertake the cleanup and charge back the cost for such remedy from
the bin operator’s damage deposit. Also, she noted that should an
organization’s damage deposit be used fully for remedial action, the City
would require that it be replenished.

Discussion then took place on the potential to limit eligible bin operators, i.e.,
a registered charity, to those specific to Richmond. It was noted that there are
several registered charities that, although are not specific to Richmond,
provide services to the community.

The Chair directed staff to incorporate in the Expression of Interest that
signage surrounding the bins identify Richmond aspects of a particular
organization.

It was moved and seconded
That:

(1) a fee and permit structure for donation bins on City property, as
outlined in Option B of the staff report titled, “Donation Bins within
the City of Richmond”, dated August 21, 2015 from the Director,
Public Works Operations, be endorsed; and

(2) staff prepare the required bylaws and bylaw amendments to
implement the proposed fee and permit structure.

CARRIED

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP PLAN COMMENTS
(File Ref. No. 10-6125-07-02) (REDMS No. 4704160 v. 2)

It was moved and seconded
That staff provide comments to the Climate Action Secretariat on the
provincial “Climate Leadership Plan Discussion Paper,” as presented in the

staff report titled “Climate Leadership Plan Comments,” dated August 20,
2015 from the Director, Engineering.
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

4721235

10.

The question on the motion was not called as it was suggested that staff
incorporate agriculture, a carbon sequester, into the proposed key comments
on natural areas preservation.

The question on the motion was then called and it was CARRIED.

VANCOUVER AIRPORT FUEL DELIVERY PROJECT UPDATE
(File Ref. No. 10-6060-01) (REDMS No. 4716394)

In reply to a query from Committee, John Irving, Director, Engineering,
advised that the proposed staff comments will be shared with the Vancouver
Airport Authority.

Discussion took place on Council’s ongoing unanimous opposition to the
Vancouver Airport Fuel Delivery Project, and it was suggested that Council’s
position be conveyed in correspondence regarding the Project. As a result,
the following motion was introduced:

It was moved and seconded

Notwithstanding City Council’s ongoing objection to this project, that the
comments regarding the Vancouver Airport Fuel Facility Corporation’s
application to Port Metro Vancouver for the proposed Fuel Receiving
Facility identified in the staff report titled “Vancouver Airport Fuel
Delivery Project Update” dated September 1, 2015, from the Director,
Engineering, be endorsed for submission to Port Metro Vancouver.

CARRIED

CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

REVISED UBCM RESOLUTION - PORT METRO VANCOUVER

AND AGRICULTURAL LANDS
(File Ref. No. 01-0005-01) (REDMS No. 4714001)

The Chair provided background information regarding the City’s relations
with Port Metro Vancouver, noting that Council has made numerous attempts
to meet with their Board; however, the City was advised that all

intergovernmental relations have been delegated to Port Metro Vancouver
staff.

It was moved and seconded

That the Federal Port Operations on Agricultural Land Resolution, as
proposed in Attachment 2 of the staff report dated August 27, 2015 from the
Director, Intergovernmental Relations and Protocol Unit be submitted to
the Union of BC Municipalities for their endorsement.

CARRIED
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General Purposes Committee
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

11.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
(File Ref. No.)

Discussion took place on the recent windstorm that swept through the Lower
Mainland, and on the potential for staff to examine what was learned as a
result of the storm in relation to the City’s emergency preparedness. As a
result of the discussion, the following referral was introduced:

It was moved and seconded
That staff examine lessons learned as a result of the recent windstorm in
relation to the City’s emergency preparedness.

CARRIED

Committee then expressed their sincere gratitude to all staff that worked
tirelessly throughout the windstorm to ensure the community’s safety. It was
suggested that a thank you letter be sent to all staff that contributed to
remedial activities throughout the windstorm.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded
That the meeting adjourn (4:30 p.m.).

CARRIED

Certified a true and correct copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the General
Purposes Committee of the Council of the
City of Richmond held on Tuesday,
September 8, 2015.

Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie Hanieh Berg

Chair

4721235

Legislative Services Coordinator
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’ City of

Report to Committee

2 Richmond
To: General Purposes Committee Date: September 14, 2015
From: David Weber File: 01-0100-01/2015-Vol
Director, City Clerk's Office 01
Re: December 2015 Council and Committee Meeting Schedule

Staff Recommendation

1. That the Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, December 21, 2015 be re-scheduled to
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Richmond City
Hall; ‘

2. That the Committee meetings scheduled for the week of December 21, 2015 be re-
scheduled, if needed, to the week of December 14, 2015, as shown on Attachment 1 to
the staff report dated September 14, 2015 from the Director, City Clerk’s Office; and

3. That a Special Council meeting be called, as per standard practice, in conjunction with
the last Committee meeting(s) before the holiday break, in order to ratify any Committee
recommendations that are time-sensitive. ‘

Tl bl

David Weber
Director City Clerk's Office
(604-276-4098)

Att. 1

REPORT CONCURRENCE

CONCURRENCE OF GENERAL MANAGER

/S

-REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT / INITIALS:

AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE W\é}

A@Tsvm
/ Laon, ¥ P

— ==
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September 14, 2015 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

Due to the fact that December 1% falls on a Tuesday this year, the Council Meeting schedule
extends unusually late into December in 2015. Given this, and given the inconvenience to the
public of attending Council and Committee meetings as well as a Public Hearing close to the
holiday season, staff are recommending an adjustment to the Council meeting schedule.

In essence, staff propose to re-schedule the meetings that would otherwise have been held during
the week of December 21 to 24 and instead schedule these meetings during the previous week of
December 14 to 18. This revised schedule would be more convenient for the public in terms of
attendance and would also allow enough time to complete the necessary business follow-up after
the final Council meeting.

A calendar has been provided to assist in consideration of this proposal (Attachment 1).

The following specific changes are proposed:
e The Public Hearing would be held on Tuesday, December 15, 2015;

e The General Purposes Committee meeting (if one is needed) would be held on Monday,
December 14, 2015;

e The Planning Committee meeting (if one is needed) would be held on Tuesday,
December 15, 2015;

e A Special Council Meeting would be called in conjunction with the last Committee
meeting (likely on December 16, 2015) in order to consider any time-sensitive matters
that would require Council ratification prior to year-end.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

It is recommended that the Council meeting schedule be adjusted as provided herein and that
staff take all necessary steps to ensure that all matters requiring Council’s attention and
ratification prior to year-end are brought forward to the final Special Council meeting likely to
be held on December 16, 2015 (the specific date and time will be confirmed by notice closer to
the date).

=y

David Weber
Director City Clerk's Office
(604-276-4098)

Att.1: December 2015 — Council and Committee Meetings
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City of

Report to Committee

# Richmond
To: General Purposes Committee Date: August 21, 2015
From: John Irving, P. Eng File: 10-6125-11-01/2015-
Director, Engineering Vol 01
Re: Richmond’s Ecological Network Management Strategy

Staff Recommendation

That the Ecological Network Management Strategy, as described in the staff report titled
“Richmond’s Ecological Network Management Strategy” dated August 21, 2015 from the
Director, Engineering, dated August 21, 2015, be adopted.

_®

John Irving, P. Eng
Director, Engineering
(604-276-4140)

Att. 3

REPORT CONCURRENCE
ROUTED TO: CONCURRENCE | MAvnnimnmriar Ar Mraemar BAMAGER
Parks Department
Development Applications
Policy Planning
Arts Services

N
REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT/ INTIALS: PPROVED BY[GA0
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE _
% I < ~
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Staff Report
Origin

On November 9, 2012 Council adopted the Richmond 2041 Official Community Plan (OCP).
Chapter 9 of the OCP entitled “Island Natural Environment (and Ecological Network
Approach)” provides direct support for the development of an Ecological Network in Richmond
through Objective 1: “Protect, enhance and expand a diverse, connected and functioning
Ecological Network.”

The Ecological Network Management Strategy — Phase I report was presented to Council on
April 28, 2014 and endorsed by Council for the purposes of public consultation. Public
consultation took place between June and October 2014, while stakeholder engagement took
place between Summer 2014 and Spring 2015.

The purpose of this report is to summarize the outcomes of engagement activities and present the
final Ecological Network Management Strategy, which includes actions for the City to take over
the long-term.

This report supports Council’s Term Goal #4 Leadership in Sustainability:
4.1 Continued implementation of the sustainability framework
4.2 Innovative projects and initiatives to advance sustainability
Analysis

The Ecological Network Management Strategy provides a comprehensive framework for
managing and guiding the decisions regarding the city-wide system of natural areas in Richmond
and the ecosystem services they provide on City, public and private lands. Many past and
current City actions, initiatives and projects have enhanced Richmond’s natural environment.
The Strategy provides a comprehensive approach to complement, align, and inform the City’s
planning and regulatory context in order to continue strengthening and enhancing Richmond’s
natural spaces. The Ecological Network Management Strategy is intended to be opportunistic
and collaborative, setting out priority actions and initiatives for the ongoing enhancement and
long-term implementation of the Ecological Network.

Ecological Network Vision and Goals

The following vision for the Ecological Network was developed in consultation with staff across
City departments, and benefited from input from the public and stakeholders:

The Ecological Network is the long-term ecological blueprint for the collaborative
management and enhancement of the natural and built environments throughout the City,
within neighbourhoods, and across land-uses and development types in order to achieve
ecologically connected, livable and healthy places in which residents thrive.
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Four goals for improving and strengthening the Ecological Network over time guide actions in
the Strategy:

1. Manage and Enhance our Ecological Assets

2. Strengthen City Green Infrastructure

3. Create, Connect, and Protect Diverse and Healthy Spaces
4. Engage through Stewardship and Collaboration

The Ecological Network Management Strategy is presented in four parts:

Part 1: What is Richmond’s Ecological Network
Part 2: Ecological Network Management Context
Part 3: Consultation

Part 4: Strategy Areas and Actions

Part 1: What is Richmond’s Ecological Network

The Ecological Network (EN) is comprised of Richmond’s natural and semi-natural areas,
including terrestrial (land-based) areas, shoreline, and riparian zones. The Richmond Nature
Park, Terra Nova Rural Park, Sturgeon Bank, the South Arm Islands, Northeast Bog as well as
smaller-scale natural areas such as backyards, parks, school yards, and old fields are all part of
the Ecological Network. These areas of the EN support ecosystem services on which the City
and its residents depend, including wildlife habitat, erosion protection, pollination and food
production, water filtration, drainage, flood mitigation, recreation and aesthetics. Another key
component of the EN is to incorporate more green infrastructure into developing and
redeveloping neighbourhoods. Green infrastructure refers to natural or constructed features that
support ecosystem services, such as habitat provision, flood protection, clean air and water, and
rainwater management.

There are six (6) key components that form Richmond’s EN:

e Hubs: the large natural areas in Richmond (> 10 hectares) that make up the core of the
EN

e Sites: smaller, more discrete areas of 0.25-10 hectares of natural ecosystems, that provide
‘stepping stone’ connections between hubs

e Corridors and Connectivity: linkages between hubs that facilitate the movement of
species, water, nutrients, and energy

e Shoreline and Riparian Areas: Buffers to sensitive watercourses and the edge of the
Fraser River. Many also function as wildlife corridors and greenways.

e Parks and Greenways: Most developed parks lack sufficient natural vegetation to be
considered hubs or sites, but they still provide ecosystem services and are priority sites
for various degrees of restoration, especially given the majority are under City control

e Matrix: land lying between the other components of the EN outlined above,
encompassing most of the City’s land-base, many opportunities exist to restore ecological
features and functions through the creation of green infrastructure on this land.

The Ecological Network components are illustrated in Attachment 1.
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Part 2: Management Context

The Strategy approaches ecological management through the lens of collaboration and
integration, and selectively integrates with other City structures and frameworks that already
exist in order to strengthen them. The EN does not aim to create a series of new regulations and
policies, but complement and where appropriate, inform the current planning and regulatory
context in order to strengthen and enhance the City’s natural spaces.

Currently, the EN is already supported by a range of regional and City policies, regulations and
plans. The Richmond 2041 OCP directly lays the foundation for the EN through a series of
objectives and policies. Other recent City strategies that directly support and influence the EN
include the 2022 Parks and Open Space Strategy, the Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape
Plan, and the Integrated Rainwater Resource Management Strategy (under development). The
City’s Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Riparian Management Areas, and certain bylaws (e.g.
Watercourse Protection and Crossing, Pesticide Use Control and Pollution Prevention bylaws)
also strengthen the EN. At a regional level, Metro Vancouver’s Ecological Health Action Plan
identifies the development of a regional green infrastructure network, and Richmond’s EN
positions the City as one of the leaders in shaping this regional network.

The EN also includes lands in Richmond outside of the City’s ownership, including private lands
and other public lands. Though some areas are under the jurisdiction of other landowners and
senior governmental agencies, collaborative opportunities exist to establish connectivity between
City, private and public EN lands.

Part 3: Consultation Process

To ensure that the Ecological Network Management Strategy remains a pragmatic and evolving
strategic document, input and feedback was sought from internal and external stakeholders. The
intent of consultation was to gather input to inform the development of the Strategy’s action
plan. The consultation process also served as a platform to deliver education and awareness
about Richmond’s environment and the Ecological Network.

Internal stakeholder consultation was conducted with the Advisory Committee on the
Environment (ACE) and Agriculture Advisory Committee. A number of comments were
received in particular from ACE members, supporting the focus on ecological protection in
agricultural areas, reduction of habitat loss and fragmentation, review of existing bylaws, and
collaboration across jurisdictions. Internal stakeholder consultation was also conducted with
various internal City staff departments.

Public consultation was delivered between June and October 2014 through an online survey and
an Ecological Network booth hosted at multiple community events. The Ecological Network
booth was hosted by City staff, provided background materials and information on the
Ecological Network, and gave residents the opportunity to talk with staff on ideas and issues
related to Richmond’s natural areas. The booth was present at a total of ten community events,
including the Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market, Reptile Show, Blueberry Sale & Tea,
Richmond Maritime Festival, Richmond Raptor Festival, Cambie Outdoor Movie Night,
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Summer West Fest, Garlic Festival, Best Catch Sustainable Seafood Festival, and Culture Days.
In addition, staff also delivered four Ecological Network-themed youth workshops to summer
day camps at the Hamilton, West Richmond, and City Centre community centres.

The Ecological Network online survey was available between August to October 2014, and
received over 130 responses. Common themes regarding Richmond’s Ecological Network, that
emerged from the survey responses, as well as conversations with residents include:

e Keep remaining natural areas in the city as they are and protect them from future growth
and development;

e Strike a balance between accommodating development and preserving natural areas;
e Prevent habitat fragmentation and loss;

e Encourage development that incorporates green space, parks, greenways, and
watercourses;

e Protect agricultural land from development, and limit construction that does not suit the
rural environment;

e Integrate the environment as a strong consideration during planning and development;

e Acquire ecologically valuable lands to preserve and protect them from development;
pressures;

e More litter clean-ups; and

e More education and engagement about environmental stewardship.

Part 4 — Strategy Areas and Actions

In order to prioritize and guide future actions, the recommended action plan for the Ecological
Network Management Strategy is structured around ten EN Strategy Areas. Strategy Areas are
defined geographically by vegetation distribution, land-use, and stewardship and development
opportunities. The purpose of using Strategy Areas is four-fold:

To provide an overview of Richmond’s current ecological assets;

e To identify and group the key areas of the City in order to focus future actions where
most appropriate;

e To provide tailored guidance on how the Ecological Network can be strengthened by
different vegetation/ land-use types within the City; and

e To identify the unique issues, opportunities and management objectives that pertain to the
enhancement and enrichment of the Ecological Network in specific areas.

Strategy Areas are identified in Attachment 2.

The Ecological Network Management Strategy is intended to be implemented through an
opportunistic, integrated and collaborative approach. Therefore, the Strategy’s action plan seeks
to integrate and align the Ecological Network into processes already occurring throughout many
different City departments. Importantly, recommended actions and initiatives are designed to
complement and build on many existing City processes, policies, and plans. This approach serves
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to maximize current and future land-use and development policies, guidelines, partnerships,
City-wide initiatives, and area-specific projects.

The recommended actions are tailored to each Strategy Area, addressing the unique issues,
opportunities and Ecological Network management objectives for that area. The following
actions are recommended to be prioritized in the short-term:

e Develop riparian management tools to further protect and restore riparian areas;

e Develop an Invasive Species Action Plan to guide early detection, mapping, priority
management and restoration solutions for invasive plants and pests;

e [Implement at least one showcase project per year for the Bath Slough Revitalization
Initiative, and other sloughs when opportunities arise;

e Collaborate with other stakeholders to promote and support backyard naturalization and
stewardship programming; and

e Seek ongoing integration of Ecological Network features into capital projects.

On an annual basis, staff will report out on completed and ongoing Ecological Network projects
and confirm action priorities for subsequent years.

Financial Impact

No cost at this time. Potential costs to implement the Ecological Network Management Strategy
would be addressed through staff time (e.g. outreach and engagement), while other actions
(acquisitions, infrastructure) would be submitted for Council consideration in future budget
processes.

Conclusion

Richmond’s 2041 Official Community Plan has provided strong direction for an Ecological
Network approach for the management of Richmond’s ecological resources. While several City
policies and plans are currently serving to guide ecological management, the Ecological Network
Management Strategy provides more clarity for how the broad network can be managed for
maximum community benefit. Public and stakeholder consultation provided direction on
priorities for environmental management, and the resulting action plan developed for the
Ecological Network Management Strategy provides a framework to align, collaborate and
integrate City actions with respect to environmental management. The Strategy presents an
opportunistic pathway forward to establish a foundation for the long-term preservation,
enhancement and connectivity of ecological assets in Richmond.

Manager, Environmental Sustainability
(604-247-4672)

LD:hst
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Att. 1: Richmond’s Ecological Network
Att. 2: Ecological Network Strategy Areas
Att. 3: Ecological Network Management Strategy
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i mond’sEco icalNe rork Management Strategy

This document was prepared by the City of Ricl 1ond Engineering
and Pu lic Works Division—Sustainat ty & [ itrict nergy Section.
We w: Id <e to acknowledge the contribution of Raincoast
Applied Ecology in the development of this report. We would also
like to thank the many staff across the City who have provided
their insight and expertise into this strategy.
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Rich ond’s Ecological Network Management Str: :gy

Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR): means agricultural

land designated as an agricultural land reserve under the
Agricultural Land Commission Act and includes an agricultural
land reserve under a former Act.

Connectivity Zone: a non-linear area that provides
connectivity for biodiversity and other ecological components
between habitat patches; for example a large old field may
be a connectivity zone between adjacent wetlands but the
movement route does not follow a linear feature such as
watercourse.

Corridor: is a linear feature such a watercourse and adjacent
riparian zone that allows the movement of wildlife or other
biodiversity components between habitat patches.

Ecological Network: is the inter-connected system of natural
areas across Richmond’s landscape. It is composed of both
terrestrial and marine (shoreline and intertidal) areas.

Ecosystem Services: the benefits the city and its residents
obtain from the environment, These services contribute to
ecological health of water, air and soil and the wellbeing of
city residents. Ecosystem services include rainwater storage
and filtration, areas for wildlife foraging, food production,
pollination, and recreational and scenic areas.

Environmentally Sensitive Area: an ecologically important
area identified and mapped by the City of Richmond

within the Official Community Plan; most are protected as
development permit areas.

Foreshore: the sea or river-bed outside of Richmond'’s
perimeter dike and below the high water mark. Under the
Land Act, the foreshore is referred to as a “natural boundary”
and is owned by the provincial government.

GIS (Geographic Information System): a system of
organizing, analyzing, and displaying spatial (map) data; it
can be thought of as digital map with many layers including
features that are points, lines, or shapes.

Green Infrastructure: encompasses the components of the
natural and built environment that provide ecosystem services
such as drainage, water filtration, green space, and wildlife
habitat; they are often smaller than components of the EN.

Greenway: is a linear corridor for improving environmental
guality and outdoor recreation or transportation; the Railway
Avenue Greenway is an example in Richmond.

Highwater Mark: a line defining the highest elevation

of inundation from water under normal tides or floods; it

is often the lowest point for rooted woody vegetation; it
defines the boundary between the terrestrial and intertidal or
marine realms.

Hub: a component of the EN that is greater than 10 ha in size

GP

and naturalness >3; it may be forest, wetland, or other type of
ecosystem; hubs are the most important part of the EN.

Matrix: in an EN, the matrix is the developed portion of
the landscape (e.g., houses, farms, developed parks) that
surrounds the main components of the EN; it also provides
some ecological values and ecosystems services and
influences the function of the network.

Official Community Plan: reflects the overall values of the
community by establishing a vision, goals, objectives, and
policies for topics such as sustainability, development and
servicing, and urban design. The Ecological Network concept
was introduced in the 2041 OCP, adopted in 2012.

Riparian Management Area (RMA): a 5 or 15- metre wide
zone (depending on watercourse size and fish habitat value)
on both sides of a watercourse (measured from the highwater
mark) which is used to maintain watercourse health; RMAS
were implemented in response to provincial requirements
under the BC Fish Protection Act.

Riparian Zone: the land area bordering watercourses or
shorelines with distinctive vegetation, topography, and soils
related to its proximity to watercourses; riparian zones are
important for biodiversity, watercourse health, and other
values (shading, bank stabilization, etc.).

Shoreline Zone: areas within 30 m of the highwater mark of
the Fraser River or the Strait of Georgia; it includes developed
and natural areas.

Site: a component of the EN between 0.1 and <10 hectares
in size and naturalness >3; it may be forest, wetland, or
other type of ecosystem; sites are important for maintaining
connectivity within development landscapes.

Strategy Area: used to guide the application of the
Ecological Network into the future strategy areas characterize
areas of Richmond based on vegetation type, land use, and
stewardship and development opportunities.

Watercourse: a water feature with a defined channel
formed by the regular movement of water; in Richmond,
watercourses are mainly man-made or modified features such
as ditches and canals.

wildlife Management Area: an area of land designated
under section 4(2) of the Wildlife Act for the benefit of
regionally to internationally significant fish and wildlife species
or their habitats. Conservation and management of fish,
wildlife and their habitats is the priority in a WMA, but other
compatible land uses may be accommodated.
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