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Lingyen Mountain Temple

Briefing Notes: Round Table Meeting

Meeting Date: November 03, 2015

Location: South Arm Community Centre, Riohmohd, BC -

DA Architects + Planners

Date: November 10, 2015

Page: 10of4 -

Revision: 00

Present:

Name: Randy Knill
Name: Jeff Ashwell

Name: Carol Day ' City Councillor, City of Richmond -
Name: Joe Kirk Local Resident

Name: Jennifer Kirk Local Resident

Name: Marty McKinney Local Resident

Name: R. Frederickson Local Resident

Name: Ray Nix Local Resident

Name; Stefan Emberson- - —Local-Re

Name: Ed Kroteker Local Resident

Name: Derek White " Local Resident

Name: Elaine White Local Resident

DA Architects and Planners
DA Architects and Planners

www.da-architects.ca

The meeting was a round table open forum workshop. It opened with a project overview presentation by

DA Architects, followed by comments / questions from the attendees,

e Randy Knill (RK) opened the meeting at 7pm.

* -Questionnaires and comment forms were provided to all attendees (see attached).

* RKasked that everyone present introduce themselves.

e RK presented a history of the Temple project, which included how DA became the project
Architect, and a history of the previous James Cheng Architects submissions.

Group concerns, questions, and discussion items:

1. Traffic / Parking:

a. DA current proposal has the majority of the parking (approx. 377 cars) hidden within a
covered parking structure, below the temple buildings. The group indicated this is a much

better and practical solution than past proposals.

P:1418-000 Lingyen Mountain Templei3.0 Design Meetings\05 Warkshop Meeting2015.11.03 - Roundtable\2015 11 03 - Lingyen Briefing Notes.docx
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For the 3 large annual Temple Celebration Days (Chinese New Year's, Buddha’s Birthday,
and The Temple Opening Anniversary), the proposed 377 parking stalls may not be
adequate. Lingyen has signed agreements with Winners and other institutions along No.
5 road to share parking, and has committed to provide shuttle busses and traffic directing
persons, These agreements have been given to The City. The group generally agreed this
was an improvement.

No. 5 Rd existing traffic is already at high volumes and considered “dangerous”, due to
excessive speeds. Trafficis generated by many users, not just Lingyen.

Most No. 5 Rd. traffic is moving southbound, and bottlenecks at Steveston Hwy. Much of
this southbound traffic is generated by “rat-runners” using No. 5 Rd. as a means of short-
cutting the Hwy. 99 Massey Tunnel backups. It was noted that the resultant problems at
the No 5 Rd / Steveston Hwy intersection, and the Steveston Hwy on - ramp to Hwy 99
would be remedied when / if the new Massey Bridge project proceeds and that No. 5
road traffic volumes during peak hours would be greatly reduced.

Attendees commented that a median strip, or concrete curbing (as installed at “The

www.da-architects.ca

_Gardens”), running the full length_of No_5 Road wouldallow for left turn.in, and onlyright ——

turn out from the eastern sites. This would help reduce the traffic congestion and
“dangerous” left turn out conditions. The concrete median causes problems, however
for residents along No 5 Road.

Attendees commented that much of the existing hazardous conditions at Williams and
No 5 Rd. arise from parents dropping their children off at the neighbouring Church
School south of the Lingyen site. Common traffic patterns have parents turning right
onto No. 5 from Williams Rd., then weaving to the centre lane to turn left into the school
parking lot,

i. Arecommendation made by attendees was to allow eastbound Williams Rd.
traffic to continue across No. 5 Rd. intersection and enter the Lingyen Site from
the north property line. Cars would then turn south {right) and enter the Lingyen
site using the proposed laneway running parallel to No. 5 Rd. Cars would
continue across the Lingyen site and enter-the temple parking, or continue south
and enter the Church School grounds via a newly cut access, Attendees felt that

" this would remove much of the congestion and the perceived dangerous
“maneuvering” the parents were making under the current traffic conditions.

ii. DA promised to bring this idea to the attention of the City Traffic Planners and to
our Traffic Consultant for review and comment,

Distribute traffic load when exiting the Lingyen site. Concern that all Temple
practitioners would leave the Temple at the same time was addressed by DA,
Historically, the temple users do not all leave at the same time, but are dlstrlbuted over
several hours,
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Attendees also noted:
i. No.5Rd./Steveston Hwy intersection congestion is an existing big problem.
ii. Might need a traffic light at Seacliff and No. 5 Rd.
iii. Concern for “added load to an already busy street” on No. 5 Rd.
iv. Tandem dump trucks and semi-trailers, as many as 40 at a time, running
southbound and clogging intersection at No. 5 and Steveston Hwy.,
v. Rice Mill Rd. joining Steveston Hwy. discussed as a “hopeful” traffic improvement
for future. ' ‘
vi. Port of Vancouver wants to open Blundell access to Hwy 99 for truck access
route. Attendees noted this would be “a nightmare” and that Blundell is not
“designed to carry this additional load or truck traffic,
vii. Future Massey Bridge {Tunnel Replacement)

1. Carol Day noted that in a presentation given by MoTl at their recent
presentation (Oct 30), that 60% of Hwy 99 existing northbound traffic is
Richmond-bound and exits the 99 before reaching the Oak st. Bridge.
This was presented and received with skepticism. Belief was that the

existing tunnel bottlenecks would transfer to the Oak St. Bridge.

2. Prior to Massey Bridge proposal, the Province would not entertain
widening of the Steveston Hwy exit due to the existing watercourse. Now
that the bridge is gaining momentum, the watercourse has disappeared
as a Provincial concern,

2. Building Height / Size / Placement:

a,

Size of the overall project was presented to be much smaller than previous proposals. All
attendees agreed that changes in height and overall scale were improvements from
previous submissions. Some concern about the new height was expressed.

DA confirmed that the new proposal does not encroach into ALR land as previous
proposals had. This was favourably received by the group.

Tallest building (main temple) is 85’ tall, with flanking buildings max. height of 70".
Greatly reduced from previous submissions. Some concern that if appro'ved,'other places
of worship may wish to build taller structures. (Pandora’s box syndrome)

Asked if the main temple height could be reduced to 70’, DA responded that it would be
difficult to achieve due to the historic traditional architectural proportion system the
temple is based on. DA noted that the building was set back and away from No. 5 Rd.
and that the one storey buildings {in conformance with the 12m height allowance) closer
to No. 5 Rd. would block much of the view to the larger temple building beyond.

Building height concerns were that the DA proposal might have similar building heights
as the Cheng Architects proposal. DA presented the new proposal and much of the

www.da-architects.ca
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attendees concerns were addressed. They saw that the building heights were greatly
reduced and other than the main temple building located back from No. 5 Rd, all the new
buildings would be built at the same height or lower than the existing temple buildings.
Also, the Main Buddha Hall is approximately 1/3 the floor area of the previous proposal,
. which was favourably received.
3. Building Use: 4
a. How many people stay at the Temple, and where? The Group had the opinion that up to
450 residents would be at Lingyen. N
i. DA confirmed that the proposed numbers of resident nuns / monks, as well as
“sleep-over” guests/workshop attendees were greatly reduced from past
proposals. Approximately 50 nuns and 30 monks would be residents, and
approx. 80 workshop guests {maximum) are anticipated by the Temple.
ii. Residents, as well as guests sleep in very basic dormitory facilities. A platform
style bed, with a small cupboard for personal belongings is all that is provided,
There are no “private hotel style rooms”, VIP apartment suites, or resort facilities
available for residents or guests..

b. Where is Buddha statue?

i. Concern that the Buddha would be visible from No, 5 Rd. DA verified that the
new Buddha statue would be located within the new main temple building back
from No. 5 Rd. and not visible from No. 5 Rd.

ii. Concerns about sightlines to the existing / future Buddha(s) statues. DA
presented the Landscape Architects plans showing prbposed tree plantings
across the front of the existing and adjacent proposed building sites, as well as
the proposed pedestrian / cycling path bordering No. 5 Rd. “These are pretty
-drawings that Architects generate” was one atteridee’s comment. Others
seemed to have concerns put to rest that landscaping was being proposed.

Business cards were distributed by DA, with encouragement to share further comments.
5. When DA asked attendees whether the meeting was helpful, the response was a unanimous

u ”

yes”. .

6. Questionnaires were gathered, and additional questionnaires distributed for filling in by people
who could not attend meeting (Subsequently, several questionnaires have been sent to DA and
are included in this report package)

MEETING ADJURED approx. 9pm.

END OF MINUTES
Jeff Ashwell, Sr, Tech. :

www.da-architects.ca
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COMMENTS:
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COMMENTS:

1. Height is an issue, but perhaps itis because it is going to be a huge change outside our window & |

headlng North on No.5 Road. They could travel down the side of the temple to not create any back up oh
1 the Street, then make a right on the existing driveway behind the existing temple complex and straight into

. the parkade. Then the proposed plan of entering at N end of property where they presently enter should be
made an EXIT ONLY to accomodate Delivery trucks and be a "right turn only" 1
| DO NOT support the idea of a median down No.5 Road...that would mean all of us on the street would not
~ be able to turn left- -going north into our own driveways!! [f anyone has to drive around blocks Or down back
lanes [which we don't want to become a main thoroughfare] to get to & from their destination, it should be the
folk going & coming-from-the temple ... NOT the-neighbourhood-&and-our-visitors.
3. OVERNIGHT USE.: the 100 is probably the more realistic use at retreat time which would include Nuns/
Monks [which | keep telling them to leave the Monks in Taiwan!!] | might add here for a "plug" for the |

temple ..ItTs My understanding that the temple ininitial stages of development PAID THEMSELVES Tor the
upgrade in sewer etc infrastructure..so that could be‘checked out...[thank you Randy for responding thatéall

- | have never seen 80 guests/sleepovers/retreaters at one time either!.. but of course we are considering | the

- "Muture' here in our discussion of proposal, i

S 4A fIashmg light at Seacliff & No 5 might help a little mstead ofJust the crosswalk I|ght BUT really at h|gh

l thlnk this addresses our thoughts about what the meetmg was about & apologize aga|n that | couId not be
there to meet & participate in person. THANK YOU for giving me this opportunity to have input. !
The nuns are very good neighbours & | have appreciated the dialogue between us. ‘
best regard, Lenore Radom o
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