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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

1. Activities and Noteworthy files

2. Analysis of Police Statistics

3. Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions

4. Auxiliary Program

5. Block Watch

6. Community Police Station Programs
7. Crime Prevention Unit

8. Road Safety Unit

9. Victim Services

10. Youth Section

Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Theft from Auto

On March 6, 2019, Richmond RCMP issued a media release alerting the public of an increase in
theft from automobiles in areas such as Aberdeen Mall and locations along Alexandra Road. The
most prominent items stolen were purses, bags and backpacks. The community was urged to
secure valuables out of sight.

Shooting

On March 12, 2019, Richmond RCMP officers responded to a training facility on Mitchell Island
after receiving reports that a man had been shot. Upon arrival, police located a 25-year old male
with serious injuries in what is suspected to be targeted incident. The victim was transported to
hospital for treatment. A short time later police received a report of a vehicle fire in the 5600
block of No. 7 Road. The incidents may be related. The Richmond RCMP Serious Crime Unit is
investigating.

Money Laundering

On March 13, 2019, Richmond RCMP Members in the Organized Crime Unit arrested an
individual in relation to a money laundering investigation. In the previous month, police had
identified a number of suspicious cash transactions at the River Rock Casino, prompting the
investigation. A search warrant was executed on March 22, 2019, and the investigation
continues.
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Auto Theft

There were 25 auto theft incidents this month, which is a 47 per cent increase from February
2019 and a four per cent increase from March 2018. The number of auto thefts this month is
within the five-year average range.

Drugs

In March 2019, there were 27 drug incidents, which is a 37 per cent decrease from the previous
month and a 45 per cent decrease from March 2018. The number of drug offences this month is
significantly below the five-year average range.

Mental Health

There were 186 mental health incidents in March 2019, which is a 16 per cent increase from
February 2019 and a 69 per cent increase from March 2018. For a fourth consecutive month, the
number of mental health incidents is significantly above the five-year average range.

The elevated number of files this month is primarily explained by non-operational reasons. No
patterns or trends have been identified. An ongoing, high volume client is responsible for 57 of
these incidents (approximately 31 per cent). These calls did not require police resources. Further
analysis indicates that the number of police apprehensions has remained steady, as has the
average hospital wait time, indicating that the increase in files has not resulted in a significant
change in police workload.

Residential Break and Enter

There were 35 break and enters to residences in March 2019, which is a 49 per cent decrease
from the previous month and a 38 per cent decrease from March 2018. The number of residential
break and enters this month is below the five-year average range and is the lowest it has been
since June 2018.

This decrease can be largely attributed to a combination of proactive and investigational crime
reduction efforts. This includes key arrests of a number of residential break and enter offenders,
who remain in custody.

Commercial Break and Enter

In March 2019, there were 29 break and enters to businesses. This number represents a six per
cent decrease from February 2019 and 26 per cent increase from March 2018. Commercial break
and enters remain within the expected range.

Robbery

There were seven robbery incidents in March 2019, which is up seven incidents from the
previous month and down two incidents from March 2018. This number is within the five-year
average range.

CS -65



CS - 66



CS - 67



April 10, 2019 -7-

Auxiliary Program Activities

Auxiliaries attend events in the community to promote a positive police presence, support RCMP
members and provide traffic and crowd control. During the month of March, Auxiliaries
participated in:

e Break and Enter Outreach e Distracted Driving Campaign
e Coffee with a Cop ' e Home Security Checks
¢ Crime Watch e School Sports Events

Block Watch

At the end of March 2019, the Block Watch program had 454 groups totaling 8,481 participants.
Currently, the program includes 549 captains and co-captains® (Attachment 4).

Community Police Station Programs

Community police stations continue to enhance the Detachment’s policing services by providing
an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. City staff and
volunteers pursue safety initiatives to enhance crime prevention program awareness, community
engagement and police accessibility. These initiatives help to reduce anxiety and fear related to
crime. The program activities vary from month to month reflective of weather conditions,
seasonal initiatives, events and the availability of volunteers.

During the month of March volunteer highlights included:

e The deployment of 33 volunteer foot/van patrols totalling 268 hours and one bike patrol,
totalling four hours.

e 36 Fail to Stop deployments took place, which resulted in 966 warning letters.

e Speed Watch was conducted on 1,697 vehicles at various locations.

e March 5 and 12 — Five volunteers participated in crime prevention outreach in residential
break and enter hot spot areas. Accompanied by an RCMP Reserve Constable, the
volunteers spoke to 83 residents.

e March 6 — Ten volunteers participated in a Distracted Driving Blitz in central Richmond
and checked a total of 6,248 vehicles. Two drivers were observed talking on their phones
and five were observed texting. Seven Distracted Driving letters were sent to the
registered owners of these vehicles.’

e March 8 — Four volunteers participated in break and enter outreach to local businesses in
the Steveston area. Accompanied by an RCMP member, the volunteers visited 40
businesses.

e March 17 — Four volunteers conducted a van patrol deployment and located a stolen
vehicle.

6 The variance from previous months’ data is due to an ongoing database upgrade. Revised numbers will continue to
reflect more accurate participation data.

" Traffic enforcement during Distracted Driving blitzes is conducted by the Road Safety Unit and included in their
corresponding stats.
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Violation Tickets were issued for the following infractions:Table 1: Violation Tickets Issued

Infraction January 2019 | February 2019 March 2019
Distracted Driving 116 172 207
Driver License 232 200 261
Impaired 23 26 28
Intersection offences 98 88 97
Moving Violations® 245 139 145
Speeding 379 308 314
Seatbelts 9 6 16
Vehicle Related’ 63 61 66
Other!? 12 24 11
Total 1,177 1,024 1,145

Victim Services

In March 2019, Richmond RCMP Victim Services attended to 31 new clients and attended 12
crime/trauma scenes after hours. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 163 ongoing
files. Victim Services responded to a number of cases involving property crime, medical related
and overdose sudden deaths and family conflict.

Youth Section

The Detachment’s Youth Section focuses on strategies that contribute to safe and healthy
behaviours essential to the development of productive and civic-minded adults. During the
month of March, Youth Section highlights include:

e RCMP Members from the Youth Section presented two internet safety talks in local
elementary schools discussing the benefits and dangers associated to various electronic
devices and social media platforms, cyberbullying and criminal offences related to the
internet. Presenters cautioned students regarding posting too much personal information
online and encouraged the safe use of platforms and devices.

e The second term of DARE classes concluded in the second week in March. RCMP
officers from the Youth Section in Red Serge attended 12 DARE graduation ceremonies.

Financial Impact

None.

8 Moving violations refers to unsafe lane change and unsafe passing.

% Vehicle related refers to vehicle defects, for example no lights and no insurance.

10 Other refers to miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of an accident and failing to stop for
police.
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Conclusion

The Officer in Charge, Richmond Detachment continues to ensure Richmond remains a safe and
desirable community.

Z M K

Edward Warzel
Manager, RCMP Administration
(604-207-4767)

EW: mf
Att. 1: Community Policing Programs
Crime Statistics

2:
3: Crime Maps
4: Crime Prevention Block Watch Newsletter - First Quarter 2019
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