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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Analysis of Crime Statistics

Auxiliary Constables

Block Watch

Community Police Stations and Programs
Crime Prevention Unit

Road Safety Unit

Victim Services

Youth Section
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This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #1 A Safe Community:

Maintain emphasis on community safety to ensure Richmond continues to be a safe
community.

Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Residential Burglaries

The City of Richmond is experiencing a recent rise in residential burglaries from November to
December 2016. Residential burglaries have increased 42 percent over the same time period in
2015. Property crimes are often committed by individuals to fuel a drug habit. Commonly
stolen items, such as jewelry and personal electronics, are often stolen and converted to cash.
Patrol officers and officers from specialized units have been re-tasked to focus on this increase in
residential burglaries. '

Robbery

On December 8, 2016, Richmond RCMP officers responded to a complaint at the 7000 block of
Turnill Street. The victim, a 39 year old male from Richmond, was located by officers suffering
from the effects of pepper spray. The victim had advertised the sale of a 2009 Mazda Tribute
SUV on Craigslist and arrangements were made to meet with the suspect to view the Mazda in
Richmond. The suspect received the key and then sprayed the victim with the pepper spray. The
vehicle was last seen travelling northbound on Turnill Street. The suspect and vehicle are still
outstanding. The victim was treated for his injuries and is expected to recover. RCMP is
actively investigating this incident.
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Christmas Blitz

The Christmas Blitz project is an annual deployment of the Richmond RCMP Quick Response
Team and their partners in loss prevention to address theft in the central business district.
Sixteen arrests were made and numerous charges are forthcoming. Recovered merchandise
included: beauty products, clothing, sports apparel, electronics, and video games.

Analysis of Crime Statistics

Arson

In December 2016 there was one incident of arson, which is a decrease of 75 percent from
December 2015 and an 80 percent decrease from November 2016. Arson at this time is within
the five-year statistical average range.

Assault with a Weapon

There were 14 assaults with a weapon, which is no increase from December 2015 and a 7.6
percent increase from November 2016. Assault with a weapon is just above the five-year
statistical average range.

Drugs

-There were 65 drug incidents, which is an increase of 66 percent from December 2015 and a 41
percent increase from November 2016. Drug incidents are above the five-year statistical average
range.

Residential Break and Enter

There were 64 break and enters, which is an increase of 64 percent from December 2015 and a
1.5 percent increase from November 2016. Residential break and enters are within the five-year
statistical average range.

Sexual Assault

There were four sexual offences, which is a 33 percent increase from December 2015 and a 50
percent decrease from November 2016. Sexual offences are within the five-year statistical
average range. ’

Shoplifting

There were 67 shoplifting thefts, which is a 9.8 percent increase from December 2015 and a

three percent increase from November 2016. Shoplifting is just above the five-year statistical
average range.
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of a policy review, an assessment of the policing environment, and consultation with the contract
partners and stakeholders, the RCMP have decided to implement the following changes:

The program will be structured nationally with a tiered model to allow Divisions and contract
partners to choose one or any combination of the tiers.

Tier 1: Provides RCMP Auxiliaries an opportunity to participate in community policing
services, such as public safety education and crime prevention initiatives. This tier requires
general supervision. Under Tier 1, Auxiliaries would not be given peace officer status.

Tier 2: Includes all of the duties listed in Tier 1, with the addition of attendance at community
events, community presence via foot and bicycle patrols, crowd and traffic control duties,
training support and delivery, disaster assistance and search and rescue operations assistance.
Tier 2 does not include general duty patrols (ride-a-longs). Auxiliaries under Tier 2 would be
under the direct supervision of a regular member of the RCMP. Tier 2 would provide peace
officer status where provincial/territorial legislation permits.

Tier 3: Includes a combination of duties from both Tiers 1 and 2, with the addition of General
Duty Patrols and Check Stops. Tier 3 would provide peace officer status where provincial/
territorial legislation permits. ‘

Training Standards: Mandatory national training standards will be developed for all three Tiers
within the Tiered model.

Uniform Options: Options have yet to be finalized, however high visibility garments will be
included in the uniforms with the word "Volunteer" added to uniform garments.

These changes were made to ensure the safety of Auxiliaries, members and the public. The men
and women who serve as Auxiliaries continue to provide countless hours of dedicated service to
their communities and are a vital part of the RCMP organization.

In the next few months, the RCMP will work to update the policy to reflect these changes and
finalize the training standard. The expected availability of "Tier 3" Auxiliary Constables in
Richmond should provide a significant increase in duties, volunteer hours and positive benefits
to the community.

Auxiliary Constable Activities
Auxiliary Constables attend events in the community to promote positive police presence,

support regular members and provide traffic and crowd control. During the month of December
auxiliary constables participated in:

e Counter Attack Road checks - e Pedestrian Safety

e Crime Watch e Project 529

e Ignite the Warmth e School Sports Program
e Pathways Initiative e Steveston Santa Parade
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Block Watch

Block Watch Activities

At the end of December 2016 the Block Watch program had 433 groups containing 9957
participants. Currently, the program includes 575 captains having increased by four captains, one

group and decreased by seven participants.

Community Police Station Programs

Community Police Station Activities

Community police stations continue to enhance the Detachment’s policing service by providing
an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. City staff and
volunteers pursued safety initiatives to enhance crime prevention program awareness,
community engagement, police accessibility and reduce anxiety and fear levels related to crime.
The demographics of the programs vary from month to month based on weather conditions,
seasonal initiatives, events and the availability of the volunteers. During the month of December
highlights of volunteer activities included:

e Deployed 10 foot/van patrols totalling 72.5 hours;

e Conducted 19 Fail to Stop deployments which resulted in 589 warning letters;

e Conducted Speed Watch on 952 vehicles at various locations in Richmond;

¢ Conducted Lock Out Auto Crime on 3,225 vehicles at various locations in Richmond;

¢ Handed out 300 armbands, 316 Crime Prevention notices and checked 618 vehicles
during a Lock Out Auto Crime and Pedestrian Safety blitz on December 1, 2016 at
Richmond Centre mall; and

e Made contact with 141 individuals, checked 234 vehicles, and issued 141 arm bands
during a Lock Out Auto Crime and Pedestrian Safety blitz on December 12, 2016 at
McArthur Glen Mall.
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video surveillance cameras. The program allows businesses to voluntarily register their
cameras to assist investigators in identifying potential surveillance video evidence.

e December 23, 2016, an Ignite the Warmth project was conducted with a local group of
students from Richmond assists homeless and vulnerable persons. Students delivered
jackets, warm clothing, and blankets for distribution to the downtown eastside in
Vancouver. The collaboration between the Richmond RCMP and the local group was

profiled in the Richmond News and on CTV Vancouver News.

Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions, and public education programs. The
statistics below compare December 2016 data to both October and November 2016.

The Moving Violations category refers to violations such as unsafe lane change and unsafe

passing. The Vehicle category refers to motor vehicle regulation defects such as no insurance
and no lights. The Other category refers to other motor vehicle infractions such as miscellaneous

charges including failing to remain at the scene of accident and failing to stop for police.

Violation Tickets were issued for the following infractions:

Infraction October 2016 | November 2016 | December 2016

Distracted Driving 187 79 51
Driver License 174 88 145
Impaired 43 44 53
Intersection offences 121 102 72
Moving Violations 189 87 137

Speeding 350 93 44

Seatbelts 19 5 57

Vehicle Related 139 63 58

Other 50 83 55

Total 1272 644 672

Notice and Orders issued for the following infractions: '
Infraction October 2016 | November 2016 | December 2016

Distracted Driving 12 12 9

Driver License 17 28 23
Intersection 44 52 6

Moving Violations 62 74 126

Speeding 72 43 17

‘Seatbelts 3 1 33

Vehicle Related 177 92 90

Other 0 0 0

Total 387 302 304
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Parking Tickets:
' Oct Nov Dec
Name Act Example 2016 2016 | 2016
Parking Municipal BylawMunicipal parking offences| 42 76 44

Victim Services

In December 2016 Richmond RCMP Victim Services provided on-going support to 49 clients
and attended seven crime/trauma scenes. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 180
on-going files.

In addition, Victim Services responded to a number of cases involving medical related sudden
deaths, threatening behaviour, family conflict, and a residential townhouse fire. Victim Services
provides on-going emotional support and some cases were referred for long term assistance.

Youth Section

The Detachment’s Youth Section focuses on strategies that contribute to safe and healthy
behaviours essential to the development of productive and civic-minded adults. During the
month of December Youth Section members participated in:

The Movember foundation, where members raised $1,848 for men’s health issues such as
prostate cancer, testicular cancer and mental health.

Supporting the Crime Prevention unit in the School Sports program — internet
responsibility training.

A physical abilities test at Minoru Track for Youth Academy candidates in preparation
for the Youth Academy program during spring break at the Stillwood Camp and.
Conference Centre south of Cultus Lake.

The 2016 Youth Squad graduation which took place on December 8, 2016 at the
Detachment. Over 150 people attended in support of the graduates.

Enhanced visibility patrols on December 20, 2016, at Richmond Centre, Lansdowne Mall
and Canada Line Stations.

Handing out toys to children with illnesses at Richmond General Hospital on December
21, 2016. ‘

Financial Impact

None.
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