Report to Committee

To: Community Safety Committee Date: March 14,2016

From: Rendall Nesset, Superintendent File: 09-5000-01/2016-Vol
Officer In Charge, Richmond RCMP Detachment 01

Re: RCMP's Monthly Report - February 2016 Activities

Staff Recommendation

That the report titled “RCMP’s Monthly Report — February Activities 2016,” — dated March 14,
2016 from the Officer in Charge, Richmond RCMP, be received for information.

Rendall Nesset, Superintendent

Officer In Charge, Richmond RCMP Detachment
(604-278-1212)

Att. 5
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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

Victim Services
Youth Section and Programs

1. Noteworthy Files and Activities

2. Auxiliary Constables

3. Block Watch

4. Community Police Stations and Programs
5. Road Safety Unit

6.

7.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #1 A Safe Community:

Maintain emphasis on community safety to ensure Richmond continues to be a safe
community.

Analysis
Below is the RCMP’s monthly report for February 2016.

1. Noteworthy Files and Activities

Multi-jurisdictional Investigation

This incident originally occurred on October 27, 2015 when a stolen vehicle was spotted in
Richmond. As a result of a coordinated effort involving four municipalities, Richmond RCMP
Property Crime Unit (PCU), the Quick Response Team (QRT), Air Services and the Police Dog
Service, five suspects were apprehended. The investigation resulted in a significant recovery of
stolen property items such as vehicles, credit cards, cheques, loyalty cards, personal
identification, mail, passports, computer equipment and a credit card skimmer. Subsequently,
numerous charges were laid against the suspects including break and enter, possession of stolen
property and mail theft.

In November 2015, the suspect driver in the October 2015 incident was released and failed to
report as per his release conditions. While at large this individual is alleged to have committed:

Two incidents of renting a vehicle while using stolen identification

Possessing stolen property, identification and credit card information

The theft of gasoline from a Richmond area gas station

Willful damage over $5000 to a Richmond area hotel room that was secured through the
use of stolen identification

¢ And four violations of driving a motor vehicle while prohibited
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January 15, 2016-Richmond Property Crime Unit officers were able to re-locate and arrest the
suspect at a Richmond restaurant. A Vancouver resident was charged with various criminal
code charges including theft of gas, fraud and possession of identity documents, and driving
while prohibited. The accused is scheduled to appear in court in February 2016.

Assault With-Weapon

February 9, 2016, 12:00 am — Richmond RCMP responded to a disturbance in the area of
Cambie and Shell Road. Police attended a residence where one injured victim, exhibiting
multiple stab wounds, was located. Police determined a second person, who they believed was
also injured, had left the residence prior to police arrival. Shortly thereafter, the second subject
was located and also found to be exhibiting stab wounds. Both parties were transported to
hospital with non-life threatening injuries, where they were treated and released from hospital.
The police investigation continues.

Street Racers

February 9, 2016, 10:00 pm — A Richmond RCMP patrol officer observed two vehicles street
racing westbound along Bridgeport Road near the Highway 99 off ramp. Richmond RCMP
patrol officers, through a coordinated effort, were able to quickly stop both vehicles near Gage
and Bridgeport Road. The drivers were each issued violation tickets for “Drive without Due
Care” as well as 15 day driving prohibitions. The vehicles in question were towed and
impounded for 7 days. The drivers were 20 and 31 year old males who are both residents of
Richmond. The 20 year old male was found to be licensed under a Class 7 Novice Driver’s
License.

2. Auxiliary Constables

As of January 27, 2016, Auxiliary Constables were no longer permitted to participate in “ride-
along” duties. This national RCMP directive is subject to a policy review which is now
underway and expected to be completed in the summer of 2016. The directive supplements a
prior directive that required auxiliaries to be supervised by regular members for most duties in
the community. The primary mandate of Richmond’s Auxiliary Constables is to support
community police activities related to public safety and crime prevention.

At the end of February 2016, Richmond Detachment had a complement of 42 auxiliary
constables. The auxiliary constables provided 238 volunteer hours in February.
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3. Block Watch

Block Watch Activities:

Alerts/Letters — In February there were 65 residential and 16 business burglary email
alerts sent to the community as well as 223 residential and 11 business letters sent to
registered Richmond residents and businesses. These emails and letters inform home and
business owners that a break and enter has occurred, provide crime prevention
information, and direct residents and business owners to a crime prevention web page.

Block Watch — At the end of February, the Block Watch program had 415 groups
containing 9,730 participants. The program has 543 block watch captains/co-captains.
The program increased by 15 participants, and decreased by 1 captain/co-captain over the
last month. :

Crime Maps —received 2,549 views in February, which averages to 87 average page
views per day.

Brochures — ‘When and How to Call the Police’ brochures were sent to the City’s
community centers, the Minoru Activity Centre; City of Richmond’s Front of House, and
the Detachment’s Front counter for display and distribution to the public in both English
and Chinese. '

The 4™ Quarter 2015 Crime Prevention (attachment 4) and Business Link (attachment 5)
newsletters were distributed to Richmond residents and business owners by email.

4. Community Police Station Programs

The Community Police Stations continue to enhance the Detachment’s policing service by
providing an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. City staff
and volunteers pursued safety initiatives which enhanced crime prevention program awareness,
community engagement, police accessibility, and reduced anxiety and fear levels related to
crime. The demographics of the program vary from month to month based on weather
conditions, seasonal initiatives, events and the availability of the volunteers.

Community Police Station Activities:
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February 5, 2016 — A referral was received at the Community Police station from
concerned parents and staff regarding motorist speed violations along Cook Road. Speed
Watch volunteers were deployed at Cook Elementary School where 304 cars were
checked and 39 cars were found to be over the speed limit by 10 km or more. On
February 12, 2016 Speed Watch volunteers were again deployed to Cook Elementary
School where 397 cars where checked and 53 cars were found to be over the speed limit
by 10 km/hr or more.

February 5, 2016 —Lock-Out Auto Crime deployment of volunteers attended the Bodhi
Meditation Centre on Alderbridge Way as they were celebrating Chinese New Year.

CS -112



CS -113



CS -114



March 14, 2016 -8-

Volunteer Foot/Bike/Van Patrol

In February there were 15 foot/van patrols and 8 bike patrols totaling 185 hours.

5. Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit provided Motor Vehicle Act enforcement. The statistics below provides
February 2016 data as compared to the previous two months.

Dec Jan Feb

Name Act Example 2015 | 2016 | 2016
D . Provincial Act .

Violation Tickets Offences Speeding 700 708 980

Notice & Orders |[Equipment Violations |[Broken Tail-light 173 187 289

Driving . Motor Vehicle Act 24 hour driving prohibition 52 39 35

Suspensions for alcohol or drugs

On or off the street Municipal

Parking Offences |Municipal Bylaw parking offences 10 2 22
MTT s Mun1¢1p§l Ticket Any other Municipal Bylaw 0 0 1
Information offence

6. Victim Services

In February 2016 Richmond RCMP Victim Services provided support to 47 clients and
attended 6 crime/trauma scenes. The unit maintains an active caseload of 178 on-going
files.

In addition Victim Services provided on-going emotional support in family conflict and
threatening behaviour cases. Some cases were prepared and referred for long term
assistance.

Support was provided to a number of victims who were robbed while out for walks.
Victims were traumatized but not physically injured. Victim Services provided support,
information on strategies for increased street safety, and contact numbers to various
institutions that protect individual identity and financial well being.

7. Youth Section
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Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) —Section Constables Kelly Roberts and
Jason Pickering successfully completed the two week D.A.R.E. instructor course and will
be delivering the program to Richmond fifth graders in the near future.

SAFE Schools — Youth Section officers met with the School District to discuss
enhancements to their “Lock Down” and “Hold and Secure” policies and practices.
Drills held at Richmond elementary and secondary schools were monitored by RCMP
members.
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e Richmond Addiction Services Society-Recovery Day Program — A Youth Section officer
has been liaising with the Richmond Addiction Services Society. The society is
providing a new youth program that creates an opportunity, environment and culture that
focuses on addiction recovery. The program also provides support for family and their
long term recovery needs.

e School Sports Program — Youth Section officers participated in a hockey game against
McKinney Elementary students.

¢ On February 28, 2016-BC Muslim School Family Day — Youth Section officers attended
the BC Muslim school’s Family Day.

e On February 21, 2016-Touchstone Family Association’s Pancake Breakfast — Youth
Section officers attended Touchstone’s breakfast event.

Conclusion

The Officer in Charge, Richmond Detachment continues to ensure Richmond remains a safe and
desirable community.

ZM)e 0

Edward Warzel
Manager, RCMP Administration
(604-207-4767)
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Att. Crime Prevention Programs Definitions
Crime Statistics :

Crime Maps

4™ Quarter 2015 Crime Prevention Newsletter
4" Quarter 2015 Business Link Newsletter
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