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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Analysis of Crime Statistics

Auxiliary Constables

Block Watch

Community Police Stations and Programs
Crime Prevention Unit

Road Safety Unit

Victim Services

PN R =

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #1 A Safe Community:

Maintain emphasis on community safety to ensure Richmond continues to be a safe
COmMmUnIry.

Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Stolen Vehicle

On November 29, 2017, Richmond RCMP observed a stolen vehicle with three occupants in a
parking lot located in the 11600 block of Steveston Highway. The vehicle had earlier been
reported stolen from Coquitlam. The police observed the vehicle perform a U-turn on Highway
99 which resulting in a collision with a cement barrier. All three occupants were arrested and
transported to hospital due to the collision. Charges are pending.

lllegal Distribution of Liquor

On December 3, 2017, Richmond RCMP Anti-Gang Unit identified and shut down an illegal
drinking establishment in the 11700 block of Voyageur Way. The two-level unit, similar to a
karaoke lounge, was openly serving alcohol. Illegal activity included gambling, fire hazards,
overcrowding, unlicensed liquor service and impaired drivers. The RCMP works closely with
the City of Richmond’s Community Bylaws and Business Licencing departments to provide a
safer community through establishment checks.

Rollover Fatality

On December 19, 2017, at 11:30 a.m., Richmond RCMP responded to a serious motor vehicle
incident at River Road and No. 8 Road. A vehicle was discovered partially submerged in a ditch
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after colliding with a hydro pole. The driver managed to escape from the vehicle and the
passenger was rescued from the vehicle with the assistance of the driver and several good
samaritans. Both occupants were transported to hospital but unfortunately by late afternoon the
passenger succumbed to his injuries. Neither alcohol nor drugs are believed to be factors in this
collision; however road conditions are being considered a factor. The fatality remains under
investigation.

Retail Theft

In December 2017, Richmond RCMP officers from the Prolific Offender Suppression Team and
15 Loss Prevention Officers teamed up to address retail theft. Together they focused on
businesses along the No. 3 Road corridor looking for retail theft offenders. Over the course of
two days, 12 thieves were caught; one prohibited driver was apprehended twice; another suspect
was found breaking into a vehicle; and two suspects were arrested on outstanding warrants.

Pedestrian Collision

On December 27, 2017, Richmond RCMP responded to an accident involving a pedestrian at
Garden City Road and Sea Island Way. A 27 year old female pedestrian was struck by a semi-
tractor power unit and rushed to hospital with life threatening injuries. The female has since
succumbed to her injuries. The fatality is being investigated.

Analysis of Crime Statistics

Arson

In December 2017, there were three arsons, which increased by three incidents from November
2017 and two incidents from December 2016. Arson at this time is within the five-year statistical
average range.

Assault Serious (Assault with a Weapon)

There were eight assault serious events, which is a 38 per cent decrease from November 2017
and a 42 per cent decrease from December 2016. Assault serious is within the five-year
statistical average range. :

Auto Theft

There were 27 auto theft incidents, which is a three per cent increase from November 2017 and a
28 per cent increase from December 2016. Auto theft is within the five-year statistical average
range.
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Drugs

There were 38 drug incidents, which is a 38 per cent decrease from November 2017 and a 41 per
cent decrease from December 2016'. Drug incidents are below the five year statistical average
range.

Mental Health

There were 124 mental health incidents, which is a 10 per cent increase from November 2017
and an 11 per cent decrease from December 2016. Mental health incidents are within the five
year statistical average range?.

Residential Break and Enter

There were 70 break and enters, which is an increase by one per cent from November 2017 and a
nine per cent increase from December 2016. Residential break and enters are within the five year
statistical average range.

Robbery

There were five robbery incidents, which is no change from November 2017 and an increase of
three incidents from December 2016. Robbery incidents are within the five-year statistical
average range.

Sexual Assault

There were nine sexual assault offences, which is a 52 per cent decrease from November 2017
and an increase of five incidents from December 2016. Sexual Assault incidents are above the
five year statistical average range. There was a small increase in child pornography files from
YVR. A file review showed no patterns but a mixture of different incidents:

e Child pornography at YVR;
e Indecent Acts/Exposing;

e Procuring sex services; and
e Sexual assault.

Shoplifting
There were 56 shoplifting thefts, which is a three per cent decrease from November 2017 and a

16 per cent decrease from December 2016. Shoplifting is within the five-year statistical average
range.

! Drug incidents are on pace to meet the five per cent increase benchmark as noted in the Annual Performance Plan.

2 Detachment training sessions and audits have been designed to help members better recognize when to flag files as mental

health related. As a result, better training has led to a more accurate representation of calls for service and has increased the
number of mental health flagged files.
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Theft from Auto

There were 241 thefts from auto incidents, which is a 24 per cent increase from November 2017
and a 51 per cent increase from December 2016. Theft from auto is above the five-year statistical
average range since January 2017. Theft from auto has been high during the fall/winter season
and is attributed to a small number of prolific offenders who are active. Media releases have
been sent out this month on featured top targets.

Auxiliary Constables

In December 2017, the Richmond RCMP Detachment had a total complement of 35 auxiliary
constables, who provided 284 volunteer hours. There was a 24 per cent decrease in hours from
November 2017 and a nine per cent increase from December 2016.

Figure 1 compares the monthly hours of service provided by month from 2013 to 2017.

Figure 1: Auxiliary Constable Volunteer Hours
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Jan Feb Mar | Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Total

2013 | 440 307 601 | 635 549 328 948 424 537 | 1009 | 1313 | 1098 | g189
2014 | 1240 | 1067 | 1063 | 1152 | 1354 | 1099 | 1029 | 794 896 | 1061 | 522 528 111805
2015 | 426 719 635 | 727 819 730 | 1074 | 565 570 630 750 562 | 8207
2016 | 290 238 348 | 392 374 248 565 184 297 276 2595 259 | 3730
2017 | 167 180 255 | 483 477 248 854 892 395 262 376 284 | 4873

Auxiliary Constable Aclivities

Aucxiliary Constables attend events in the community to promote a positive police presence,
support regular RCMP members and provide traffic and crowd control. During the month of
December auxiliary constables participated in:

e Crime Watch
e Counter Attack
e Steveston Santa Claus Parade
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Block Watch

At the end of December 2017, the Block Watch program had 447 groups totaling 10,197
participants which remains consistent from November 2017. Currently, the program includes 585
captains.

Community Police Station Programs

Community police stations continue to enhance the Detachment’s policing service by providing
an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. City staff and
volunteers pursued safety initiatives to enhance crime prevention program awareness,
community engagement, police accessibility and to reduce anxiety and fear related to crime. The
demographics of the programs vary from month to month reflective of weather conditions,
seasonal initiatives, events and the availability of the volunteers.

During the month of December volunteer highlights included:

e The deployment of 25 foot/van patrols totalling 202 hours and two bike patrols totalling
22 hours;

e 23 Fail to Stop deployments which resulted in 643 warning letters;
e Speed Watch deployments on 6,534 vehicles at various locations;
e Lock Out Auto Crime notices handed out on 14,789 vehicles at various locations;

e December 13, 2017, a Lock Out Auto Crime Blitz with Crime Prevention resulted in 592
licence plates being queried and 141 notices handed out;

e December 21, 2017, volunteers and police were involved in a basketball event with
students held at Jewish day school; and

e December 23 and December 30, 2017, assistance was provided at Counter Attack
deployments by the querying of licence plates.
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Distracted Drivers

Figure 2 provides a comparison by year of the number of letters sent to registered owners.

Figure 2: Distracted Driver Letters Sent
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Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct Nov | Dec | Total
1013 | 66 52 34 78 76 59 63 20 88 98 51 73 758
0014 | 60 42 26 38 42 64 44 65 44 91 38 29 583
2015| 95 48 108 142 128 55 20 66 55 79 47 46 889
2016 | 44 51 51 75 47 65 46 75 56 57 24 29 620
2017 | 36 23 11 47 6 28 30 38 61 13 11 14 | 318
Lock-Out Auto Crime
Figure 3 provides a comparison by year of the number of vehicles notices issued.
Figure 3: Lock Out Auto Crime Vehicles Issued a Notice
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Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Total
2013 | 1251 | 2859 | 4237 | 2986 | 2674 | 2557 | 1391 | 2282 | 1950 | 1080 | 2210 | 916 |,6303
2014 | 1848 | 1749 [ 1517 | 1503 | 2181 | 2101 | 2540 | 2398 | 2172 | 2534 | 1286 | 1651 |y3480
2015 | 2007 | 2814 | 2571 | 2881 | 1537 | 1893 | 3029 | 3045 | 3249 | 4900 | 3007 | 2337 {33270
2016 | 4156 | 3236 | 3594 | 2838 | 2677 | 2153 | 3440 | 2314 | 3035 | 3128 | 2168 | 996 (33735
2017 | 1771 | 2771 | 2705 | 3407 | 1351 | 2382 | 2631 | 3397 | 1679 | 3872 | 2881 | 2613 (28847
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Speed Waftch
Figure 4 provides a comparison by year of the number of letters sent to registered owners.

Figure 4: Speed Watch Letters Sent
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Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Total

2013 | 613 669 923 | 1134 | 834 771 | 1199 | 718 636 762 | 554 305 | 9118

014 | 568 | 596 | 710 | 846 | 959 | 701 | 713 | 744 | 367 | 451 | 284 | 126 | 7065

2015 319 519 663 666 882 693 741 | 942 | 1086 | 603 | 497 392 | 8003

2016 | 438 591 565 435 515 770 742 753 636 554 | 457 149 | 6605

2017 | 315 | 341 262 220 866 424 193 | 459 225 523 107 161 | 4096

Crime Prevention Unit

The Crime Prevention Unit reduces crime and enhances community engagement through public
awareness and dialogue initiatives. During the month of December, the Crime Prevention Unit
participated in the following events/activities:

e Drug Abuse Resistance Education e Steveston Santa Claus Parade

Graduation e Volunteer Deployments and
e Mosque Interfaith Panel Community Outreach

Event e Vulnerable Institution Patrols
e School sports day at Jewish day

school

Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions and public education programs. The
statistics below compare December 2017 data to both October 2017 and November 2017.

The Moving Violations category refers to violations such as unsafe lane change and unsafe
passing. The Vehicle category refers to motor vehicle regulation defects such as no insurance
and no lights. The “Other” category refers to other motor vehicle infractions such as
miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of accident and failing to stop for
police.
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Violation Tickets were issued for the following infractions:

Infraction October 2017 | November 2017 | December 2017
Distracted Driving 62 63 53
Driver License 158 191 174
Impaired 42 30 32
Intersection offences 57 84 100
Moving Violations 116 151 152
Speeding 96 132 124
Seatbelts 7 7 6
Vehicle Related 60 64 68
Other 38 9 10
Total , 636 731 719

Notice and Orders issued for the following infractions:

Infraction October 2017 | November 2017 | December 2017
Distracted Driving 18 15 14
Driver License 34 21 24
Intersection 135 26 32
Moving Violations 37 30 33
Speeding 45 46 44
Seatbelts 4 0 2
Vehicle Related 74 73 84
Other 2 4 3
Total 249 215 236
Parking Tickets:
Oct Nov Dec
Name Act Exgmple 2017 2017 | 2017
Parking Municipal Bylaw|Municipal parking offences| 23 20 29

Victim Services

In December 2017 Richmond RCMP Victim Services provided on-going support to 63 clients
and attended 11 crime/trauma scenes. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 155
ongoing files.

Financial Impact

None.
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Conclusion

The Officer in Charge, Richmond Detachment continues to ensure Richmond remains a safe and
desirable community.

(604-207-4767)

Att. 1: Community Policing Programs Definition
2: Crime Statistics
3: Crime Maps
4: December 2017 sample of police occurrences in Richmond



Community Policing Programs Information Attachment 1

Auxiliary Constables

e The primary mandate of Richmond’s Auxiliary Constables is to support community
policing activities related to public safety and crime prevention.
e For more information, visi

Block Watch

e Community-based crime prevention program aimed at helping neighbors organize
themselves to prevent crime.

e Residents can receive email alerts of neighbourhood residential break and enters by
registering their email addresses at

e For more information, visit

Difference Maker Project

e The Difference Maker Project is an off-shoot of the School Sports Programs. Elementary
school students are mentored by teachers, police officers and community ambassadors.
This activity aims to encourage social and civic responsibility amongst elementary and
secondary school aged youth through community projects.

Distracted Driving Program

e Trained volunteers monitor intersections and observe distracted drivers.

e A letter is sent to the registered owner of the offending vehicle with information on the
safety risks associated to the observed behaviour and applicable fine amounts.

¢ For more information, visit

Fail to Stop

e Trained volunteers monitor areas that have been referred to the program by local
businesses or residents where drivers are not making a full stop at the stop sign, or
running a red light.

e An information letter is sent to the registered owner of the vehicle advising them the
date, time and location and applicable fine amounts if the driver received a violation
ticket.



Lock Out Auto Crime

e Co-sponsored by the Insurance Corporation of BC (ICBC), volunteers patrol city streets
and parking lots looking for automobile security vulnerabilities.

e Notices supplied by ICBC are issued to every vehicle inspected indicating to the owner
what issues need to be addressed in order to keep the vehicle and contents secure.

e For more information, visit

Project 529

e This program allows riders to easily and securely register their bikes. This up-to-date
database of bikes alerts its registrants if a fellow 529 bike is stolen.

e Project 529 is a unique, multi-national registry that holds a database of all registered and
stolen bikes.

Speed Watch

e Co-sponsored by ICBC, promotes safe driving habits by alerting drivers of their speed.

e Trained volunteers are equipped with radar and a speed watch reader board that gives
drivers instant feedback regarding their speed. "

e Volunteers record the license plate number and the speed, and a letter is sent to the
registered owner of the offending vehicle. The letter includes the date, time and location
and applicable fine amounts if the driver received a violation ticket.

Stolen Auto Recovery

e Co-sponsored by ICBC, trained volunteers equipped with portable computers identify
stolen vehicles.

e These volunteers recover hundreds of stolen vehicles each year throughout the Lower
Mainland.

Volunteer Bike and Foot Patrol Program

e Trained volunteers patrol Richmond neighbourhoods reporting suspicious activities and
providing a visible deterrent to crime and public order issues.























