Report to Committee

o City of
2042 Richmond

To: General Purposes Committee Date: March 17, 2025

From: Marie Fenwick File: 03-1085-06/2025-Vol
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 01

Re: 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grants Allocation

Staff Recommendations

1. That the 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grants be awarded for the
recommended amount of $51,052 as identified in Attachment 2 of the staff report titled,
“2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grants Allocation”, dated March 17, 2025,
from the Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services; and

2. That the grant funds be distributed accordingly following Council approval.
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Marie Fenwick
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services
(604-276-4288)
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Staff Report
Origin

At the regular Council meeting on October 21, 2024, Council endorsed the 2025 Richmond
Community Celebration Grant Program as part of the 2025 City Event Program.

The purpose of this report is to recommend grant recipients for Council approval.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to
get involved, build relationships and access resources.

6.1 Advance a variety of program, services, and community amenities to support diverse
needs and interests and activate the community.

6.3 Foster intercultural harmony, community belonging, and social connections.

This report also supports a number of Council endorsed strategies including: City of Richmond
Signature and Community Events Plan 2025-2029; Richmond Arts Strategy 2019-2024; City of
Richmond Community Wellness Strategy 2018-2023; Cultural Harmony Plan 2019-2029; City
of Richmond Youth Strategy 2022-2032; City of Richmond Seniors Strategy 2022-2032; City of
Richmond Accessibility Plan 2023-2033; and the Steveston Heritage Interpretive Framework.

Analysis

Program Objectives and Eligibility Criteria

The Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program supports the Council-endorsed guiding
principles for City events, including building local capacity by investing in community-driven
events, providing opportunities for Richmond residents and community groups to collaborate,
contribute and participate; and maximizing social benefits to the community by fostering
volunteerism and increasing sense of community pride and belonging.

The objectives of the program are to:

e Provide an opportunity for Richmond based organizations to receive funding to support
hosting a free public event that offer opportunities to connect residents of diverse
backgrounds through shared experiences;

e Encourage the development of grassroots events that support priority themes identified in
the Cultural Harmony Plan, such as facilitating intercultural interaction and promoting
intercultural understanding;

e Inspire community event planners to collaborate with community partners and
Richmond-based artists; and

e Promote environmentally sustainable event practices, ensuring events follow the
principles in the Richmond Sustainable Event Toolkit.
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Eligible applicants include:

s Richmond-based not-for-profit community organizations/groups;
e Richmond-based not-for-profit faith-based groups;

e Richmond Parent Advisory Committees (PAC); and

e Richmond School Student Councils.

Eligibility criteria include:

e Event must be held in Richmond;

e Event must demonstrate alignment with program objectives, including creating events
that build community in Richmond;

e Event must be free and open to the public;

e Applicant must demonstrate the capacity to host the event and a realistic estimate of
resources and total budget required,

e Applicant may apply for a maximum of $2,000 in funding; and

e The event must take place in Richmond between June 1 and December 31, 2025.

Individuals, political parties or events related to political activities or lobbying, events or projects
that have funding from another City of Richmond grants program, and for-profit businesses are
ineligible for funding.

Program Promotions and Applications Received

The launch of the 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program was announced to the
public on January 13, 2025, via the City website, What’s On Bulletin, the City’s social media
channels, Richmond School District No. 38 student councils and PACs, targeted communications
to previous program applicants, groups and in community facilities throughout Richmond
(Attachment 1).

77 applications were received by the February 9, 2025 deadline. A summary of all submissions
can be found in Attachment 2.

Adjudication Process

Of the 77 applications, 52 are recommended for funding. 25 applications do not meet the
eligibility criteria, withdrew their application or do not meet the program mandate.

An adjudication panel reviewed the applications and evaluated each project based on five key
areas: alignment with program objectives, inclusiveness/accessibility and diversity, capacity,
budget, and sustainability.

The 52 eligible projects requested a cumulative total of $101,105.

For each application, the adjudicated score (expressed as a percentage) was multiplied by the
project’s eligible funding request and adjusted to accommodate the existing Council-approved
budget, resulting in a total recommended funding of $51,052. In 2024 eligible applicants
received 83% of the eligible requested amount of funding. Due to the growing popularity of the
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program 66.7% is recommended (see Attachment 2) in order to provide an equitable distribution
of funding, and stay within the Council-approved budget for the program.

While this amount exceeds the $51,000 in 2025 funding approved by Council, staff recommend
that the additional $52, out of existing operating budgets, be approved to allow for the
recommended funding to be distributed.

Next Steps

Pending Council approval of the 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program
allocation, all applicants will be notified of the status of their application. Staff will provide the
necessary resources and guidance to all successful applicants, including referring them to the
Richmond Event Approval Coordination Team (REACT) process, if necessary. Applicants
whose submissions are ineligible will be provided with recommendations to inform potential
future applications, directed to the Neighbourhood Block Party Program, and/or provided
connections with community organizations/associations that may offer future partnership
opportunities within or outside this program.

Applicants who receive funding will be required to submit a final report providing an overview
of the event/initiative, including the number of attendees, how the funds were used, and
photographs.

Financial Impact

The 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program budget of $51,000 was approved as
part of the City’s 2025 Budget. A total of $51,052 in grants is recommended with $51,000
coming from the City Event Program budget and $52 from existing operating budgets.

Conclusion

It is recommended that the distribution of $51,052 through the 2025 Richmond Community
Celebration Grant Program be approved to support Richmond-based organizations in the
development and delivery of free public events. These events will provide lasting social benefits
to the community by enhancing event planning and hosting capacity within Richmond,
encouraging intercultural connections, and contributing to an increased sense of community
connectedness and belonging.

oL

Dee Bowley-Cowan
Program Manager, Events
(604-276-4320)

Att. 1: 2025 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program Guidebook
2: 2025 Application Summary: Community Celebration Grant Program
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ATTACHMENT 2

West Richmond

This event series welcomes the
community to enjoy games,

52 Communit; Summer Event Series 93% 2,000
o ¥ crafts, art stations by local artists, ° 52,
Association .
and local music performances.
Total Amount Requested: $ 100,105] $ 51,052

Not Recommended for Funding

Project .
Number Organization Name Rationale
Ineligible application. Itis a fundraiser.
LS Society of British
53 A .ety Move to Cure ALS
Columbia

54 Archibald Blair PAC

Sports Day - Food Fair

Ineligible application. It is not a public event,

Ave Maria Garden

Flavors and Blooms: A

Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Federation

55 . Celebration of
Foundation R
Connection
Ineligible application. The organization is not a registered not-for-profit community organization.
BC Chi S r
56 NESESOLLET | BeCsF Fun day

57 Blanket BC

Drive on the Line

Ineligible application. Mt is a drive to solicit donation of blankets not a public event.

58 Dixon PAC

Welcome Back BBQ

Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Federation of Global
59 Youth Artificial
Intelligence Society

Youth Al Discovery Day

Ineligible application. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit community
organization/group.

60 Fusion FC

The World Cup Fusion FC

Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Hamilton Community

61 .
Association

Hamilton Night Out

Ineligible application. The organization receives City funding through the PRCE grant for the same
event.

62 Henry Anderson PAC

Outdoor Movie in the
Park

Withdrew application for the grant program.

63 Lord Byng PAC

Byng Movie Night

Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

North American
64 Converged Media
Association

Interactive Media Day

Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
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RC Palmer Student

Ineligible application.

It is not a public event.

65 . Palmer Carnival
Counci!
Ineligible application based on the terms of the City's contribution agreement with the Richmond
i Centre for Disability.
Bridging Cult d
Richmond Centre for n, .g.ng ures an.
66 R Abilities: A Celebration
Disability L !
of Diversity and Inclusion
Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
67 Richmond CommunityjGrants for Change Case
Foundation Competition
Ineligible application. 1t is a fundraiser.
UFC Walking S
68 |Richmond United Fc |0 < WWalking Soccer
Festival
ineligible application. it is not a public event.
69 Richmond Poverty Celebrating Resilient
Reduction Coalition  [Seniors
Ineligible application. Second application by the same organization.
70 Richmond Senior Canada Day Celebration
Mutual Aid Society Gala 2025
B . Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
C
7 RJ Tait PAC T‘alt ommunity Summer
Kick-Off 2025
Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
7 September Canada Day Lawn
Saxophone Club Concert
Ineligible application. it is not a public event.
The Salvation Army |3 Nights of Christmas
73 Richmond Community|[Community Celebration
Corps Meal
The Vancouver Inellgt.ble'apphcatlon. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit community
74 Ultimate League Try Ultimate Day organization/group.
Society
Ineligible application. it is not a public event.
L
75 Walter Lee PAC Walter Lee Welcome
Back Event
Young Naturalists' Inellgl.blet.appllcatlon. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit community
76 Club of British Nature Kids Richmond ~ |°T82"'22 fon/group.
Columbia Society Explorer Days
{Nature Kids BC)
Ineligible application. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit community
organization/group or a Richmond Schoot Student Council.
77 Youth Venture Fun in the Sun
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