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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

1. Activities and Noteworthy files

2. Analysis of Police Statistics

3. Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions

4. Auxiliary Program

5. Block Watch

6. Community Police Station Programs
7. Crime Prevention Unit

8. Road Safety Unit

9. Victim Services

10. Youth Section

Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Arrest

On April 8, 2019, Richmond RCMP officers assisted in the arrest of a suspect after a road rage
incident in Langley. The 22 year old male suspect reportedly threatened another driver with a
firearm. The suspect was followed by the RCMP Air 1 helicopter into Richmond and was
observed fleeing into a building. The Lower Mainland Emergency Response Team and
Richmond RCMP responded and arrested the suspect.

Volunteers are Stars

On April 9, 2019, Richmond Cares Richmond Gives held their annual Volunteers are Stars Gala
event, which celebrates the city’s volunteers for their exceptional community work. This year,
the Richmond RCMP Community Police Office front counter volunteers won the Constellation
Award, which honours volunteer groups for their service and contribution to the community.

Thefts at Vancouver International Airport (YVR)

On April 17, 2019, Richmond RCMP officers at YVR arrested a suspect in a series of thefts,
which occurred in and around YVR in March and April 2019. Plainclothes investigators had
been conducting surveillance and observed a female suspect stealing a purse from a passenger. A
60 year old foreign national has been charged with nine offences, including six counts of theft.
The accused is believed to be part of a larger, organized theft group. Additional law enforcement
agencies are assisting in the investigation.
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Mental Health

There were 159 mental health incidents in April 2019, which is a 15 per cent decrease from
March 2019 and a 34 per cent increase from April 2018, For a fifth consecutive month, the
number of mental health incidents is significantly above the five-year average range.

The elevated number of files this month indicate no patterns or trends. Analyst projections
indicate these elevated numbers are expected for future months. Further analysis indicates that
there were 70 police apprehensions this month, which represents a nine per cent increase from
March 2019.

Residential Break and Enter

There were 46 break and enters to residences in April 2019, which is a 31 per cent increase from
the previous month and a four per cent decrease from April 2018. The number of residential
break and enters has been trending downwards the last three months and this month the total is
below the five-year average range.

This decrease can be largely attributed to a combination of proactive and investigational crime
reduction efforts. This includes key arrests of a number of residential break and enter offenders,
who remain in custody.

Commercial Break and Enter

In April 2019, there were 18 break and enters to businesses. This number represents a 38 per cent
decrease from March 2019 as well as a 38 per cent decrease from April 2018. Commercial break
and enters are below the expected range.

Robbery

There were five robbery incidents in April 2019, which is down two incidents from the previous
month and is three more incidents than reported in April 2018. This number is within the five-
year average range.

Sexual Offences

There were 25 sexual offence files in April 2019, which represents a 79 per cent increase from
the previous month and a 56 per cent increase from April 2018. This month’s total is
significantly above the five-year average range.

The increased number of sexual offences this month is primarily due to nine investigations which
originated with the BC Integrated Child Exploitation Unit. The number is also elevated due to
the CCIJS scoring changes. No patterns or trends have been identified.

Shoplifting

There were 78 shoplifting thefts in April 2019, which is a 10 per cent decrease from the previous
month and a 13 per cent increase from April 2018. This month, reported shoplifting thefts are
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engagement and police accessibility. These initiatives help to reduce anxiety and fear related to
crime. The program activities vary from month to month reflective of weather conditions,
seasonal initiatives, events and the availability of volunteers.

During the month of April volunteer highlights included:

The deployment of 28 volunteer foot/van patrols totalling 205 hours and five bike patrols,
totalling 50 hours.

47 Fail to Stop deployments took place, which resulted in 1,573 warning letters.

Speed Watch was conducted on 1,599 vehicles at various locations.

April 1 — While conducting a Lock Out Auto Crime deployment at Lansdowne Mall,
volunteers discovered a car that had been broken into. Police were contacted to
investigate.

April 2 - Three volunteers participated in crime prevention outreach in residential break
and enter hot spot areas. Accompanied by an RCMP Reserve Constable and Auxiliaries,
volunteers spoke to 64 residents and distributed 92 information packages.

April 10 — Volunteers, RCMP Members and Auxiliaries played basketball with students
in a school sports event at McKay Elementary School.

April 11 —The annual Volunteer Appreciation BBQ was held at Richmond City Hall.
This event recognizes volunteers from all three Community Police Offices, Victim
Services and RCMP Auxiliaries.

April 17 — 10 volunteers received training on the Speed Watch program.

April 17 - In collaboration with ICBC, four RCMP Members and 12 volunteers
conducted a Lock Out Auto Crime blitz throughout a number of hot spot areas, including
Aberdeen and Lansdowne malls. A total of 623 crime prevention notices were issued.
April 10 — Volunteers, RCMP Members and Auxiliaries played floor hockey with
students in a school sports event at Tomsett Elementary School.

April 30 — Four volunteers participated in crime prevention outreach in residential break
and enter hot spot areas. Accompanied by an RCMP Reserve Constable and Auxiliaries,
volunteers visited 64 homes.
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Crime Prevention Unit

The Crime Prevention Unit reduces crime and enhances community engagement through public

awareness and dialogue initiatives. During the month of April, the Crime Prevention Unit
participated in the following events/activities:

¢ Break and Enter Outreach
¢ Broadmoor Patrols
e Lock Out Auto Crime

Road Safety Unit

School Sports Events
Volunteer Appreciation
Vulnerable Institution Patrols

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions and public education programs. The
following statistics compare April 2019 data to both February 2019 and March 2019.

Violation Tickets were issued for the following infractions:Table 1: Violation Tickets Issued

Infraction February 2019 March 2019 April 2019
Distracted Driving 172 207 161
Driver License 200 261 267
Impaired 26 28 23
Intersection Offences 88 97 61
Moving Violations’ 139 145 133
Speeding 308 314 580
Seatbelts 6 16 4
Vehicle Related® 61 66 83
Other” 24 11 27
Total 1,024 1,145 1,339

Victim Services

In April 2019, Richmond RCMP Victim Services attended to 46 new clients and attended 11
crime/trauma scenes after hours. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 149 ongoing
files. Victim Services responded to a number of cases involving medical related sudden deaths,
suicides, armed robberies and family conflict.

Youth Section

The Detachment’s Youth Section focuses on strategies that contribute to safe and healthy
behaviours essential to the development of productive and civic-minded adults. During the
month of April, Youth Section highlights include:

" Moving violations refers to unsafe lane change and unsafe passing.
§ Vehicle related refers to vehicle defects, for example no lights and no insurance.
% Other refers to miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of an accident and failing to stop for

police.
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