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Re: Federal Minister for Seniors and Aging

Staff Recommendation

i That a letter be written to the Federal Government respectfully requesting that
consideration be given to appointing a Minister for Seniors and Aging; and

2. That copies of the letter be forwarded to Richmond’s Members of Parliament.

Lliath

Cathryn Volkering Carlile
General Manager, Community Services
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Staff Report
Origin

At the Richmond Seniors Advisory Committee (RSAC) J anuarg/ 13, 2016 meeting, the topic of
the need for a Minister of Seniors was discussed and it was resolved:

That the Richmond Seniors Advisory Committee submit a letter to City Council proposing
that the Federal Government appoint a Minister for Seniors.

The RSAC subsequently sent a letter to Council (Attachment 1) with this request. The purpose of
this report is to present the letter and attached information to Council for consideration.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:
5.1.  Advancement of City priorities through strong intergovernmental relationships.
This report also supports the Social Development Strategy Action 41:

Develop and maintain strong networks and communication channels with senior
government partners to seek their policy and financial assistance in addressing
Richmond social issues.

Analysis

In announcing the Federal Ministry appointments in November 2015, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, unlike his predecessor, did not appoint a single Minister responsible for Seniors. In
announcing Ministers and their mandates, Prime Minister Trudeau indicated that all Ministers
were to be of equal rank, hence no Ministers of State were appointed.

While no ministries were given oversight of seniors concerns, the Ministerial Mandate letters,
made public for the first time, indicated that many include directives to address such matters.
While advocacy organizations have acknowledged that many of these directives will benefit
senior citizens, the lack of an oversight Ministry has caused concern. For example, the Council
of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC (COSCO) is working with the National Pensioners
Federation to prepare a Seniors Ministry proposal. The COSCO position was discussed at the
RSAC January meeting, and a sub-committee was established to research how the Federal
Government was planning to address seniors concerns. Relevant excerpts from Ministry Mandate
letters are included in Attachment 1.

Staff support the RSAC request. Given that 12 Ministries are involved in delivering mandates
related to seniors issues, the range and complexity of these issues, and the significant growth in
the seniors population anticipated in coming years, a devoted Ministry would provide needed
focus to this substantive body of work. A Minister responsible for Seniors and Aging would
provide oversight, coordination and profile to these undertakings. A dedicated Ministry would
also provide seniors with a single point of contact in a complex, wide-ranging bureaucracy, thus
improving communication channels between legislators and the public they are seeking to serve.
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Financial Impact
There is no financial impact.
Conclusion

The RSAC is requesting advocacy to the Federal Government for a Minister Responsible for
Seniors and Aging. Given the range and significance of seniors issues to be addressed by the
Federal Government through a number of Ministries, as outlined in Attachment 1, staff support
the RSAC request. A coordinated, concerted approach to supporting and monitoring the progress
of these substantive undertakings through parliament, as well as a single point of contact for
seniors, is required to ensure the best possible outcomes for Canadians at all stages of the aging
process.

S ,://.Z%u:-.k%:f;((\
e .

Lesley Sherlock
Planner 2
(604-276-4220)

Att. 1: Richmond Seniors Advisory Committee Letter, “Federal Minister for Seniors and
Aging”, March 9, 2016.

GP - 30



ATTACHMENT 1

March 9, 2016

Richmond City Council
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1

Dear Mayor and Councillors:
Re:  Federal Minister for Seniors and Aging

At the January 13, 2016 meeting of the Richmond Seniors Advisory Committee (RSAC), it was
moved:
“That the Richmond Seniors Advisory Committee submils a letter to City Council
proposing that the Federal Government appoint a Minister for Seniors”.
Following the change in government in October 2015, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau selected a
Cabinet and issued mandate letters to the thirty-one Cabinet Ministers. The Prime Minister also
decided that there would be no Ministers of State and that all his Ministers would be of equal rank.

Many of these mandate letters include responsibilities that directly affect seniors. Extracts from the
relevant letters are attached and parts relating to seniors and aging issues have been highlighted.

Projections over the last many years continue to clearly show that seniors are rapidly becoming a
significant and growing proportion of the Canadian population. Seniors and organizations
representing seniors need one point of contact with government, and this is vitally important at the
Federal level,

There is an urgent need for a separate Ministry for Seniors to advocate for seniors within the
Cabinet, be directly accountable to seniors and organizations representing seniors, conduct policy
research, and design and coordinate policies and programs for seniors.

Richmond City H’all' 6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC V&Y 2Cl
Telephone 604 276-4220, Fax 604 276-4052, Email Ishierlock@richmond.ca
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The Richmond Seniors Advisoty Committee is requesting that Mayor and Council write to the
Prime Minister, with copies to all the Premiers and leaders of other Federal and Provincial paities,
urging the Prime Minister to appoint a Minister with responsibility for all issues related to seniors
and aging,

Thank you for considering this request.

S Ny,

Kathleen Holmes
Chair, Richmond Seniors Advisory Conmittee

KH:hin
Att. 1
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Federal Government Mandate Letters highlighting items specifically or somewhat related to seniors
issues (excerpted by Leslie Gaudette, November 2015)

e Mihychuk: Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Labour Mandate:
o Work with the Mg‘pis@gr of Flnance lov improve the Income securily of lower income seniors living alone by:

rééPricefiffdéxf

i i cas anﬁ | mlories lo ensure adequata and coordmated suppon pmgt ] vs to address seniors’: ' 'overty
See more at: [ LQ Ifgm qo.calenafminister-famifies-children-and-social-development-mandate-{elterfsthash.VHRIOKcs douf
®  Duclos: Minister of Families; Children and Soclal Development;

o Inyoutrole as Minister responsible for the Canada Morlgage and Housing Corporation, work with the Minister of Infrastructure and
Comrmunities to develop aslralegy o re- -gstablish the [edera! govemmsnts role in supporﬂng aﬁordabta housmg, Includlng i
ncluding t’ndmg ways 1o support the

5 pnonkzmg nfrastructure |
municipal consiruction of new hausing Units and re n
providing support to municipalities to malntain rent-geared- (o Income subsudies in co-ops;
providing communilies the monsy they need for Houslng First iniliatives that help homeless Canadians find stable housing;

& working with the Minister of Finance o encourage the consiruclion of new affordable rental housing by removing all GST on
new capltal Investmenis In affordable rental hausing;

®  working with the Minister of Finance to modernize the existing Home Buyer's’ Plan {o allow Canadians impacted by sudden
and significant life changes fo buy a house without tax penally;

% working with the Minister of Finance {o ensure that the new Canada Infrastructure Bank provides financing to suppor the
canstruction of new, alfordable rental housing; - See more al: hitpd/pm.uc.cafena/minister-familles-children-and-social-
development-mandate-letieristhash. VHRIOKcs. douf

@ Philpolt; Minlster of Health No specitic mention of a senlors health care plan; nor pharmacare

o Engage provinces and temilores in the development of a new multi-year Health Accord. This accord should Include a long term funding
agreement. I should also: I

¥ gupport the delivery ofmore, 0 e sewices This includes more access, o high quality In-home careglvers,
financlal supports for famlly care, and when necessary, palliative care;

¥ advance pan-Canadian collaboration on health innovalion to encourage the adoption of new digital heallh technology to
improve ‘access lncrease emczency and Improve lcomes for patients;

/ f accesslo necessary prescﬂpuon met This wilt include joining wifh provinclal and territorial governments
o buy dmgs In bulk, reducing (he cost Canadian govemmanls pay for these drugs, making them more alfordable for
Canadians, and exploring the need for a national formulary;

s and make high quality mental health services more avallable to Canadians who need them. - See more al:

hitp:flpm.gc.caleng/minister-health-andate-letledisthash QuiEhFap.dput note: this could include dementla

&  Momeau, Finance:

o Mestwlth your provincial and ferritorial colleagues at your earflest opportunity fo begin a process io enfiance lhe Canada Pension Plan
to provide miore Income security fo Canadians when they retire, ~ Sse more al: hitp:iom ac.cafenalminister-finance-mandate-
{etteristhashJbZzSCx5 dpuf

o Gameau, Transport:

o Workwith the Minister of Infrastructure and Comraunities, who will have the lead, and in consultation with provinclal and territorial
govemmenls as well as municlpalifies, to develop and implement an Infrastructure Strategy which will see significant investments made
to improve public transit Infrasiriiclure and green Inlrastriciire. The Stralegy should alsa improve access o, and governance of,
exlsting Infrastruclure programs, Increase data collection capadity, promole better asset management of infrastruclure In Canada and
provide better supports for local communities. - See more at: hito:/pn.ac.calenalministerdranspori-mandate-

stieriisthash MSow8FH douf
®  Wilson-Raybould: Justice:

o Lead a process, supported by the Minister o! Health, to work with provinces and teritories to respond fo the Supreme Court of Canada
detlslon regarding phys isled death.

o Devslop, In collaboratior the Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affalrs, and supported by the Minister of Status of Women, an
approach to, and a mandale for, an Inquiry into murdered and missing Indigenous women and girls in Canada, including the
identiication of a lead Minisler. - See more at: htp:/fpm.qo.calena/iinister-justice-and-allomey-ueneral-vanada-mandate-
letleriisthash CukeNWn5 dpuf
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Sajjan, National Defence:
o Workwith the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National Defence {o reduce complexity, averhaul seivice delivery,
and sirengthen parinerships betvieen Nalional Defence and Veterans Affairs.
o Waorkwith the Minister of Velerans Affairs and Assoclale Minister of National Defence to develop a sticide preventic
Canadian Amed Forces personnel and velerans,
o Support the Minister of Public Safely and Emergency Preparedness in a review of exisling measures fo protect Canadlans and our
criffcal infrastructure from cyber-threats. - See'more al: htto/pr.ac.cafenaiminister-national-defence-mandate.
lettedisthash.bCY 2Kz8K dpuf
Lebouthillier, National Revente ‘
o Ensure thal CRA Is a client-focused agency that will: proaclively cantact Cafiadians Who are enfitied {6, buit are nol recoiing, fax
benefits; offer o complete retums for some clients, particularly lower-Income Canadians and those on fixed Incomes, whose financial

siluation is unchanged year-lo-year; - See more at: hitp:/ipm.q¢.cafeng/minister-national-revenus-mandate-lefledisthash remd7iG! douf

Goodale, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness :
o Enhance compensation benefils for public safely officers who are permanently disabled or killed in the line of duty, including the creation
.of a compensation benefit for firefighlers, police officers, and paramedics.

Foote, Public Services and Procurement

o Workwith the Minister of Infraslruclure and Communities o conduct an inventory of all- available federal lands and buildings that could
be repurposed for alfordable housing In communilies, - See more at: hilodipm.ge.calenalminister-public-services-and-prosurement-
mandate letterfsthash, GHv5Bihy.dpuf

Qualirough, Sport and Persons with Disabilifies

o Leadanengagement process with provinces, territories, municipalities, and stakeholders that will lead to the passage of a Canadians
with Disabilities Act, in this work, you will be supported by the Minister of Families, Children and Soclal Development. - See riore al:
hitocfpm.qo.caleng/minister-aport-and-persons-disabiiiies-mandate-letfteristhash. GbKDLEIG.dpuf

Hehr, Veleran Affairs )

o  Rewestablish lilelong perisions as an opllon for otir Injured Velerans, and increase the value of he disability award, while ensuring that
every Injured veleran has access to financlal advice and support so thal they can'determine the form of compensation val works best
for them and their familles

o Expand access (o the Permanent Impairment Allowancé 1o better support velerans who have had their career oplions fimiled by a
sewvice-related iliness or injury,

o Re-open the nine Velerans Alfalrs service offices racently closed, hire more service delivery staff, and fully implement all of the Auditor
General's recommendations on enharcirig mental health service delivery lo velerans.

limiit for survivinig spotises to apply for vocational rehabilitalion and assistance services,

Q

o amount from 50 peroent fo 70 percent.

o sothat surviving spouses of velerans recelve appropiiate pension and health
o Double funding fa the Last Post Fuind to ensure thal all veterans recelve a dignified burial,

o Workuilh the Minisler of National Defence to develop a suiclde preventlon strategy for Canadian Armed Forces personnel and
veterans. - See more at; hitp:ipm.go.cafeng/midisler-velerans-affalrs-and-assoclale-minister-nalional-defence-mandate-
letterfsthash.QnnCKG2n.dpul
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