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Staff Report 

Origin 

This report presents the Sister City Advisory Committee (SCAC) 2014 Year in Review Report. 

This report supports Council's Term Goal #6 Intergovernmental Relations: 

6. 6. Development of protocols, role definitions and communication approaches with 
our Friendship and Sister Cities. 

Findings of Fact 

The primary purpose of the City of Richmond's Sister City Program is to foster a mutual 
understanding and meaningful cultural connections with designated Sister/Friendship cities in the 
interests of our citizens for their common benefit. 

The specific objectives of the Sister City Program are: 

• To establish and maintain relationships with designated SisterlFriendship Cities that are 
meaningful and sustained through on-going activity; 

• To develop a broad base of activity for Sister/Friendship City relationships in which 
many people and organizations in the community participate through planned and on­
going contact; and 

• To engage the Richmond community and it's Sister/Friendship Cities in projects and 
exchanges that promote cultural awareness and joint learning opportunities. 

The City of Richmond has enjoyed a Sister City relationship with Pierrefonds, Quebec since 
1967 and Wakayama, Japan since 1973. The City of Richmond formed a Friendship City 
relationship with Qingdao, China in 2008 and a Sister City relationship with Xiamen in 2012. 

The SCAC activities and events during 2014 are outlined in Attachment 1. 

Some of the highlights for 2014 include: 

• 

• 

• 

Newly appointed committee members were introduced at the first meeting in January: 
With the implementation of the new Sister City Program policies and procedures in 2013, 
the SCAC welcomed six new members for the 2014 term. 

SCAC receives Council approval to partner with Wakalama Sister City Affiliation 
Committee on production of book to commemorate 40t Anniversary: A working group 
consisting of current and previous SCAC members was formed to research and develop 
material to celebrate the long standing relationship between Wakayama and Richmond. 
The book is expected to be printed in early 2014. 

SCAC Vice-Chair for Pierrefonds, Francis Turmeau, met with new Mayor Beis of 
Pierrefonds to discuss the Sister City relationship and future opportunities: Pierrefonds 
elected a new Mayor and Councillors in August. Mayor Brodie and SCAC members sent 
congratulatory and thank you letters to the incoming and outgoing Mayors of Pierrefonds. 
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e Annual Richmond Wakayama Student Exchange Visit: A group of 37 Wakayama 
student and four teachers visited Richmond as part of the annual student exchange 
program organized by the Richmond School Board and supported by the Sister City 
Program. 

• Steveston Salmon Festival Parade: SCAC members and supporters participated in the 
annual Steveston Salmon Festival Parade. 

e Xiamen CFIT Delegation visit: SCAC members and Richmond Chamber of Commerce 
representatives attended a breakfast meeting at the Westin Wall Centre with the Xi amen 
CFIT delegation. 

• A Tourism and Business Development Seminar was hosted by the Vice Mayor of 
Qingdao: The seminar was organized by the Ministry of International Trade and held at 
the Richmond Olympic Oval. Members of Richmond Council attended to welcome the 
Qingdao Vice Mayor and Minister Teresa Wat. 

Financial Impact 

No financial impact. 

Conclusion 

The 2014 Sister City Advisory Committee activities and events provide a foundation to further 
strengthen the existing Friendship and Sister City relationships. 

A,~ 
Amarj eet S. Rattan 
Director, Intergovernmental Relations & Protocol Unit 
(604-247-4686) 

AR:zf 

Att. 1: SCAC 2014 Activities 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister City AdvisOIyCommitlee -20H Year in Re.,riew 

City of Richmond 

Sister City Advisory Committee 
2014 Year in Review 

2014 Summary: 
The Sister City AdvisOlY CommitteemaIla!ge.sthe relat]cmsmps wilthtbree 0 fucial Si!sterCities: 
Wakayanu, Japan(since 1973), Pienefonds, Quebec (since 1967) andXlamen, Cl1ina(since 
2012); as weD as one Friendship City: Qffigdao, China{smce 2008). 2014 was another busyye.ar 
forthe SCAC. Info:tll1ation fromvarious SCAC a,cfivitiesandeverJtsisoutJined intlle fcDowing 
pages. 

2014 Committee Members: 

Chair 
Vice-Chair, Wakayama. 
Vice-Chair, Xiamm 
Vice-Chair. Qingdao 
Vic:eChair,Pierr,eronds 
Members 

Scho.ol Board Liaison 

City ofRich mond 

Ham Havas 
Inn Kojilma 
Weipingliu. 
Cindy Wang 
FIancis Tunneau 
Corinna Chan 
Eo,o Jock Chong 
AndIea DulIay 
Kevin Lainchbmy 
Ga)TleMoms 
Richa:rd Qiu. 
HelenQuan 
HOV.~Id Smythe 

Councillor Ken Johnston. 
Council!Jlor linda Barnes (Altemate) 

EricYung 
Deb bie Tab]otney(Al!temate~ 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister C rty Ao',; isory Corn rnittee - 2014 Y f:!3r in Relriew 

January 
.. N'e\f/ly appointed committee members were introduced at th e first meeting in 

January. 

'. Sister City AdvisoryCornmittee elected theChair ,and Vi,ce-Chairs forWakayama, 
Pi errefo. n ds, Xi amen an d Oi n gd ao; an d th e s el ected members to th e 
subcommittee forthe Pierrefonds Relationship Review, subcornmitteefor 

.. 
Co mmun ity En 9 ag ern:ent in SCAC activ iti es, an d subco rom ittee fo r th e Webs ite 
Updates and I'nteractive Display_ 

February 
.. TheChair and Vice-Chairs of Xi amen and O ingdao ,attended the 1sn Annual 

RichmondChineseColllmun ity Society{RCCS) dinnerto celebrate th e "Year of 
tn e Ho rs e~ at th e Co nti n ental Seafo a d Restaurant 

.. Coun'ci l approved thatthe Sister City AdvisoryComrn itteeworkwith the 
WakayamaSister C ity Affil iation Committee to produceaioint40~ Annivers.ary 
commemorative book. 

'. Vi,ce-Chair Francis Turm:eau metwith new Mayor Beis of Pi errefo.nds to disc,uss 
the Sister City relationship an d future o p'p,ortunities,., 

Cit!! ct R thnwnd 
= _~.Il 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister City Advisory Committee- 2014 Year in Reviev, 

May 
• Wakayama Student and Te-achers delegation consisting of 37 students and 4 

teachers visited Richmond; 

City of RicrmlOnd .. , 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sis.ter City AdvisCtry CDmmittee-2014 Ye3r in ReId!:'", 

• Members ofth e W akayama del eg ati 0 n ".lith Riellm a nd Sch 0 0 1 Repres entatives . 
Trustees .and SCAC members in steveston. 

City d Ri::hmDnd 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister City AdvisoryCommittre - 20H Year in Review 

Sayonara Party for the Wakayama Student Delegation - Saturday, May 17, 2014 

Cit! of Rim mond 
.~ &j 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister City AdvisoryCommittee - 20"14 Year in Review 

July 
• SCAC members and supporters participated in the .annual Steveston Salmon 

Festival Parade. 

City" of Rich fmmd 
~ 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sis.ter City Advis Cor)( Committee - 2014 'fear in ReId!:%'.' 

• July 25 - Wakayama Mayo r 0 h ash i's wife was in Vancouver atten din g a 
conference in an official capacity, representing a delegation from Wakayama:. 
SCAC Chair, Vi-ce-ChairWakayamaand Counci llor's ken J ohnston and Linda 
Barn e.s attend ed a dinnerwith Mrs. Ohashi on July 25,atthe Blue Canoe. 

• July7 - SCAC members and Richmond Chamber of Commerce repres.entative 
attended a breakfast meetin g at th e Westin Wall Centre with theXiamen CFIT 
delegati on .. 

Xiamen CFIT Delegation 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Sister Ctty .Ad'fi:ol"!{ Gommittee - 2014 Year in Review 

September 
• SCAC members atten d ed a din n er hosted by th e Stevesto n Jud 0 Club h el don 

Thursday Septem her 25 - with til e Jud 0 g roup fro m Q i n gdao .. 

December 
• Councill ors Bil l McNulty and AlexaLoo attended a Tourism. and Business 

DevelopmentSeminar hosted by the Vice Mayor ofQingdao. The seminar was 
organ ized by the Ministry oflnternational Trade and Ileldatthe Richmond 
Olympic Oval on December 1;9. 

Coun - lor A~exs. Loo, Oingda.o Vioe,"Ms.yor, Mr. Liu a nd IJ.lfJnister T en!ss. Wst 

c tty d R bhmDnd 
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