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Staff Report
Origin

As part of the Intracorp River Park Place development at 6888 River Road, the developer
proposes to donate a public artwork to the City. This report presents for Council’s consideration
the proposed public artwork, artist and location.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

2.3. Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
Analysis

Richmond Public Art Program

The Richmond Public Art Program sets a framework for creating opportunities for people to
experience art in everyday life, encouraging citizens to take pride in public cultural expression,
and complement the character of Richmond’s diverse neighbourhoods through the creation of
distinctive public spaces. Donations of artwork to the City are an important part of Richmond’s
growing Public Art Collection.

Development Proposal

Intracorp’s “River Park Place” development is a three phase, high-rise, high-density, mixed use
project containing approximately 582 dwelling units at 6888 River Road (formerly 5440
Hollybridge Way) on a site in the City Centre’s Oval Village. The first phase of “River Park
Place” is located at the east side of Pearson Way, adjacent to Gilbert Road, and includes a 15-
storey tower containing 219 dwelling units, ground floor retail space, and three levels of parking.

Council approved the development’s rezoning application (RZ 09-506904) on September 5, 2012
and development permit (DP 12-617639) on March 11, 2013. As part of the rezoning and
development permit, the developer agreed to integrate a public art project on the development’s
site or vicinity.

Detailed Public Art Plan

The development’s Project-Wide Public Art Plan and Phase 1 Detailed Public Art Plan were
reviewed and supported by the Public Art Committee on November 20, 2012. Consultation with
the City’s Public Art Committee confirmed that the subject site occupies a strategic public art
location, bookended by the prominent new River Road/Gilbert Road “gateway” at its northeast
corner (Attachment 1).
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The developer’s second public art project, which will be located along the Lansdowne “art walk”
at the southwest corner of the development’s third phase, will be implemented with Phases 2-3.
The total value of public art proposed for Phases 1 to 3 will be $340,891 or as determined based
on the City-approved rates and policy in effect at the time of Building Permit approval,
whichever is greater. An Area Specific Detailed Public Art Plan for Phases 2 and 3 is required to
be submitted prior to issuance of a Building Permit for Lot 2 (Phase 2).

Terms of Reference

The Detailed Public Art Plan for Phase 1 and Terms of Reference (Attachment 2) describe the art
opportunity, site description, theme, budget, schedule, artist selection process, and submission
criteria. The Detailed Public Art Plan incorporates revisions as recommended by the Public Art
Advisory Committee during their review on November 20, 2012, to strive for an artwork that
will be impactful and meaningful.

Proposed Location

The Gilbert Road frontage is part of an important greenway linking the Middle Arm and
proposed Lansdowne linear park and, among other things, is intended to provide for innovative
storm water management measures and public art celebrating the City Centre’s prominent
Dinsmore Bridge “gateway”. In light of this, artist(s) involved in the development’s public art
were encouraged to incorporate a “narrative” quality in their work to engage the public in the
space, the architecture and the area.

Public Art Selection Process

Under the terms of the Public Art Program administration procedures, a five member selection
panel met on October 23, 2013 to review a list of 23 local and international artists recommended
for the commission based upon their previous experience and ability to work at a scale
appropriate to the important site in this neighbourhood. The selection panel recommended that
six artists be shortlisted and invited to submit a concept proposal. Four artists subsequently
submitted proposals.

On January 31, 2014, the selection panel met to review the concept proposals and interview the
shortlisted artists for this opportunity. The concept proposal presented by Evan Lee was
recommended for the commission (Attachment 3). Evan Lee is a Vancouver based artist, whose
work was featured in a solo exhibition, “Elders and Roots”, at the Richmond Art Gallery from
April through June 2014.

The Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee reviewed this proposal on April 21, 2015 and
recommends that Council support this proposal of donated artwork as presented.
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Proposed Artwork

The artwork consists of three transparent black and white photographs of ginseng roots scaled to the
proportions of the human figure and set between standing glass plates and situated within the rain
garden along Gilbert Road.

The proposed location of the three panels is on City owned sidewalk and boulevard space along
Gilbert Road, immediately in front of the River Park Place development (Attachment 4).

Staff Comments on Proposed Artwork Donation to the City

City staff met with the artist and consultant team to identify technical concerns including
lighting, positioning of the panels, traffic safety, skateboarding potential, visibility at night, and
drainage. These issues have been addressed by the artist and design team. Planning, Parks,
Transportation and Engineering staff have reviewed the proposal and location in terms of urban
design, boulevard maintenance, pedestrian safety and vehicular visibility, and have no concerns.
The artwork will be designed so that it can be removed and returned to its location by City street
crews if future utility or street work is required.

Cost of the artwork donation

The total value of the developer’s voluntary Public Art contribution for all phases shall be at least
$340,891 or as per the rates in effect at the time of an approved Building Permit, whichever is
greater. Based on estimated floor areas as proposed through the rezoning, the public art
contribution for Phase 1 is approximately one-third of the total contribution (a minimum of
$133,514) and two-thirds ($207,377) for Phases 2 and 3, or the value of the applicable Developer
Contribution Rate multiplied by the total Buildable Area of Phase 2 and Phase 3, as determined by
the Building Permit approval process for Phase 2.

The developer has provided a Letter of Credit on November 29, 2013 in the amount of $227,261
as security towards the administration, selection, fabrication and installation of public art as a
condition of the development approval process. As this contribution exceeds the minimum
contribution for Phase 1, the developer will be credited with the over contribution ($93,747)
towards the required contribution for Phases 2 and 3.

Of the Phase 1 contribution of $227,261, an amount of $11,361 (5%) will be paid to the Public
Art Provision for City Administration prior to the release of the Letter of Credit, and $20,000
(9%) has been allocated for public art consulting and administration costs by the public art
consultant retained by the developer. The artist contract is for $195,900. A tax receipt for the
donation would not be issued as the donation of the artwork is in exchange for development
approvals.

Financial Impact

The artwork will require minimal periodic washing and maintenance by the City at an
approximate cost of $300 per cleaning every one or two years. City funds would be allocated out
of the Public Art Program’s annual operating budget.
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Conclusion

The proposed artwork by Evan Lee and donated by Intracorp represents a significant gift to the
City of Richmond. It is a continuing show of support by developers for the importance of public
art to neighbourhoods and the City.

Z 7

Eric Fiss
Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Site Location Plans
2. Detailed Public Art Plan Phase 1
3. Artist Concept
4: Site Plan
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