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That the concept proposals for the “2017 Engaging Community and Public Art Projects” as
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Heritage Services, be endorsed.
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Staff Report
Origin

Through the arts, a community can explore ideas, issues and concerns; voice its identity; and
create dialogue. The City’s Community Public Art Program creates opportunities for
collaborative art projects between community groups and professional artists of all disciplines.
Working with a professional artist, the community group is involved in all stages of planning and
commissioning of a public art project.

This report brings forward for consideration, two project proposals by the artists recommended
for the Thompson Community Association and the Minoru Seniors Society.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.1.  Strong neighbourhoods.

2.3.  Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4. Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
Analysis

Backaground

On March 15, 2016, the 2017 Engaging Community and Public Art Pilot Program, was endorsed
by the Public Art Advisory Committee. Staff invited all Richmond Community Centre
Associations, including the Minoru Seniors Society to partner with Public Art on three
community public art opportunities. As only three community organizations responded with
expressions of interest, an internal staff selection process was not required. Staff continued to
work with the following community organizations to develop the terms of reference for an artist
call: Thompson Community Association, Minoru Seniors Society and Hamilton Community
Association.

A series of individual centre profile information sheets were integrated into the artist call to
identify three separate artist opportunities. This information assisted artists in choosing and
applying for the opportunity that best matched their skillsets and interests. The artist
opportunities also provided opportunities for local artists interested in developing socially
oriented practices working alongside culturally diverse and multi-generational participants and
audiences.
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Terms of Reference — Community Public Art Selection Process

In accordance with the terms of the Public Art Administrative Guidelines, the Public Art
Program issued a Call to Artists in September 2016 and submissions closed on October 13, 2016
(Attachment 1). Eighteen proposals were received.

In accordance with the Public Art Administration Guidelines, a two stage artist selection process
was implemented for the Thompson Community Association artist opportunity on October 25,
2016 to select shortlisted artists, and on November 3, 2016 for artist interviews. Prior to the
interviews, an artist orientation was held for the three shortlisted artists on November 3, 2016.
The Selection Panel included the following five voting members:

e Gerry Galasso — Thompson Community Centre Art Committee
e Cathy Kluthe — Thompson Community Centre Art Committee
e  Wynne Palmer — Artist

e Lexie Owen — Artist

e Megan Smetzer — Art Professional

Panel advisors included Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee member, Shawne Maclntyre
and City staff from the Thompson Community Centre and Public Art Program.

In accordance with the Public Art Administration Guidelines, a two stage artist selection process
was implemented for the Minoru Senior’s Society on November 8, 2016, to select the shortlisted
artists, and on November 17, 2016, for artist interviews. The Selection Panel included the
following five voting members:

e Laura Bucci — Artist

e Lois Klassen — Artist

e Kathleen Holmes — Minoru Seniors Society, President
e Shelby Manton — Art Professional

e Greer Attridge — Art Professional

Panel advisors included a Minoru Place Activity Centre community volunteer, Irene Wu, and
City staff from the Minoru Place Activity Centre and the Public Art Program.

All artist proposals were evaluated on the basis of artistic merit, appropriateness to the goals of
the Community Public Art Program, community organization objectives, artist qualifications and
project feasibility. On November 15, 2016, the Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee
endorsed the artist selection process for the Engaging Community and Public Art Projects.

The Hamilton Community Association artist opportunity received three artist submissions. Due
to the low number of submissions Public Art and Hamilton Community Centre Staff decided not
to proceed with the artist selection process at this time and will revisit the artist opportunity in
2017.
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Recommended Public Art Projects

The panel reviewed all artist proposals and recommended support for the following community
art projects:

e SP’ART, by Pierre Leichner, Thompson Community Association ($15,000). The
objectives for SP’ART are to have participants of all ages develop and make art that
relates to the sport they engage in, to make art that explores the artistic components of
sport and to show this work to the general public, demonstrating the many ways art and
sport overlap (Attachment 2).

e  Minoru Seniors Society Legacy Stories, by Catrina Longmuir, Minoru Senior’s Society
($10,000). This project will encompass a series of hands-on workshops with seniors that
will feature collage-making, photography, storytelling and audio recording to create a
rich mosaic of analog and digital stories. The final artwork will consist of a website and
other legacy pieces that will be displayed in the new Minoru Complex Senior’s Centre
(Attachment 3).

Next Steps

Following Council endorsement of the concept proposals, an interdepartmental staff team will
work with the artists to develop project implementation phases and evaluate the feasibility of
possible legacy artwork, including suitable locations and any on-going maintenance
requirements for the artwork. If approved, the projects will move into the development phase,
with implementation to be completed by late 2017.

In early 2017, staff will continue to work with the Hamilton Community Association to identify
an artist opportunity for a community public artwork.

Financial Impact

The Public Art Program has allocated $10,000 for each community art project for a total of
$20,000 from existing funds in the approved 2016 Public Art Capital Project. An additional
$5,000 will be contributed by the Thompson Community Association for Pierre Liechner’s artist-
in-residency project.

Conclusion

Richmond’s Community Public Art Program creates opportunities to support artists working in
communities and to enhance the public’s engagement with the arts. The community public art
projects outlined in this report will celebrate the history of Minoru Seniors Society and
encourage participation in sports and active living through socially engaged art.

Fric Fis;:

Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Engaging Community and Public Art, Artist Call and Terms of Reference
2: Project Description for SP’ART by Pierre Leichner
3: Project Description for Minoru Seniors Society Legacy Stories by Catrina Longmuir
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Attachment 3
Minoru Seniors Society Legacy Stories by Catrina Longmuir
Community Public Art Project

Project Description:

Minoru Seniors Society Legacy Stories will encompass a series of hands-on workshops with
seniors that will feature collage-making, photography, storytelling and audio recording to create
a rich mosaic of analog and digital stories. The workshops will result in colourful representations
of the unique talents and voices of individuals that make up the Minoru Seniors Society (past and
present). The projects will be housed on a website and will be publicly accessible in the new
Minoru Complex Seniors Centre.

I think hands on collage-making will be a great way to express many stories — these can be made
up with archival and/or contemporary imagery, scanning with mobile devices to access the
accompanying written or oral narration from the website. If there are enough collages, they can
be stitched together to make short films.

Artist Biography:

Catrina Megumi Longmuir is a filmmaker, documentary producer and facilitator who has been
working in media art for the past 15 years with a passion in working with diverse communities to
create aesthetically, socially and culturally significant films and art. Catrina graduated from
Concordia University with a BA in Studio Art and Anthropology in 2009. Through her work at
the National Film Board, she facilitated workshops in digital storytelling to encourage
community-based media art with initiatives such as Our World, Tales from Bridgeview, The
Colouring Book and the annual DOXA Youth Connexions program. Since 2010, Catrina has
worked as a co-producer for Our First Voices, a compilation of short films directed by
Indigenous directors on a theme of revitalization of First Nations languages, in partnership with
the Knowledge Network and the First People's Language, Heritage and Cultural Council.

Figure 2.1 Example artist concept collages participants can make and then accompany with an
audio (digital) story or written text.
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