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Staff Recommendation

That the staff report titled “Sister City Advisory Committee 2022 Year in Review”, dated
March 8, 2023, from the General Manager, Community Safety, be received for information.
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Staff Report
Origin

The City of Richmond’s Sister City Advisory Committee (SCAC) was established on February
11, 1974 (formerly the Sister City Twinning Committee) and fosters mutual understanding and
meaningful cultural connections with designated Sister/Friendship cities in the interests of
Richmond citizens for their common benefit.

In accordance with the SCAC Terms of Reference, this report updates Council on work
completed by the SCAC, in 2022, toward the 2019-2022 Activity Plan (Attachment 1) endorsed
by Council on January 14, 2019.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient, and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to
get involved, build relationships and access resources.

6.1 Advance a variety of program, services, and community amenities to support diverse
needs and interests and activate the community.

6.3 Foster intercultural harmony, community belonging, and social connections.
Background

The role and purpose of the Sister City Advisory Committee (SCAC) is to provide advice to and
assist Council with promoting the City’s culture and values. The SCAC is also responsible for
delivering the Sister City Program and pursuing the City’s goal to establish and sustain cultural,
educational and sustainable ties with approved Sister/Friendship Cities. Additionally, the SCAC
will advise the City of any economic development, international trade and business opportunities
presented to the Committee or its subcommittees arising from SCAC activities.

The City of Richmond has had a Sister City relationship with Pierrefonds, Quebec since 1967,
Wakayama, Japan since 1973; and Xiamen, China since 2012. The City formed a Friendship
City relationship with Qingdao, China in 2008.

Findings of Fact

Summary of 2022 Year in Review

In 2019, Council approved the Sister City Advisory Committee Four Year Activity Plan (2019-
2022) (Attachment 1), which outlines the SCAC’s work plan for that period. The 2022 SCAC
Program Activity budget was $60,000 and the Program Administration budget was $11,000. The
SCAC activities and events during 2022 are outlined in Attachment 2.
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Some of the highlights from 2022 include:

Pen Pal Program, January — The City of Pierrefonds, Wakayama and Qingdao
school boards partnered with the City of Richmond under the Sister City Program to
connect students as pen pals through greeting cards, letters and emails. The Pen Pal
Initiative was well received and over 130 students participated in the program. This
was the first time Qingdao participated in a pen pal exchange.

Celebrating 55™ milestone anniversary with City of Pierrefonds, June/July —The
mayors and select council members from City of Richmond and City of Pierrefonds
met to celebrate the milestone anniversary at the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities. On July 29, the day of the anniversary, the community participated in
a Walk Richmond walk from City Hall to the Pierrefonds garden at the Minoru
Chapel. Throughout 2022, six street banners were installed featuring the image of a
landmark in Pierrefonds and included alternate English and French text.

Steveston Salmon Festival, July — The SCAC participated in its first in-person City
event since August 2019. The goal was to share information with the public about the
Sister City Program through fun trivia questions and everyone who visited the SCAC
booth got to spin the new Japanese lottery wheel to receive a prize.

Photo Exhibitions, April, July and October — The Sister City Program
experimented with a variety of photo exhibitions at the Cultural Centre. These were
collaborations with our sister cities to celebrate the 10™ milestone anniversary with
Xiamen in April and 55" milestone anniversary with Pierrefonds in July.
Additionally, in collaboration with the Richmond Public Library, the SCAC
celebrated Canadian Libraries Month in October, showcasing photos of all
Sister/Friendship City public libraries.

Virtual Dialogue, year-long — Virtual dialogues with our city contacts continued in
2022, including meetings between committee members and Pierrefonds, Wakayama,
Xiamen, and Qingdao. The committee also communicated with the City of
Vancouver, the City of Baltimore, Maryland, and the Sunshine Coast, Queensland,
Australia to share best practices.

Looking Ahead to 2023

Work is well underway for Sister City Program activities in 2023. The activities planned for this
year include:

¢ Continuing virtual information exchanges including:

o apilot virtual city tour and cooking demos;
o an active living info exchange on hockey; and
o continuing the virtual student Pen Pal Exchanges with Pierrefonds,
Wakayama and Qingdao.
Participating in City events throughout the year to commemorate the 50™
Anniversary of Sister City relationship with Wakayama and the 15™ Anniversary of
Friendship City relationship with Qingdao.
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e Celebrating the 50 Anniversary of Sister City relationship with Wakayama,
including: unveiling the “Look up” Street Banner in March and a Walk Richmond
walk in July.

e Exploring a “One Book for Kids” StoryWalk® for preschoolers/early elementary
grade children. Intended as an interactive way to share stories about Richmond’s
Sister and Friendship cities, a StoryWalk® is designed to promote literacy and
physical activity among young children. Children and adults would walk along a path
in a local community park discovering pages of a children’s picture book on a post to
read aloud. Richmond Public Library recently launched a StoryWalk® in Mclean
Neighbourhood Park in Hamilton.

e Supporting and encouraging in-person events including:

o Supporting 21 students from Richmond’s Japanese Language Program
participating in Japan Bowl; and

o Supporting a Richmond Girls Softball team to travel to Wakayama for a
tournament and tour of the Sister City.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The SCAC 2019-2022 Four Year Activity Plan provided a structure to deliver events and
activities to further strengthen the existing sister and friendship city relationships. Although the
COVID-19 pandemic continued to cause a disruption to the 2022 SCAC Activity Plan,
momentum was not lost. Planned activities pivoted to virtual and conversations have resulted in
a resiliency to strengthen the sister/friendship relationships with activities within reach for 2023
and beyond.

- Mike Romas
Manager, People Development
(604-276-4081)

MR:mr

Att. 1: SCAC 4 Year Activity Plan (2019-2022)
2: SCAC Year in Review (2022)
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Attachment 2

The Sister City Advisory Committee (SCAC) manages the relationships with three official
Sister Cities: Pierrefonds, Quebec (since 1967), Wakayama, Japan (since 1973), and
Xiamen, China (since 2012); as well as one Friendship City: Qingdao, China (since
2008). Information from various SCAC activities and events are outlined in the following
pages and can be found on the City’s website a

Chair

Vice Chair, Pierrefonds
Vice-Chair, Wakayama
Vice-Chair, Qingdao
Vice-Chair, Xiamen
Members

Council Liaison

School Board Liaison

Lisa MacNeil
Allen Chan
Glenn Kishi
Melissa Zhang
Victor Zhuo
Charan Gill
Joan Page
Karen Shigeno
Nicholas Sturtevant
Polly Tang
Sue Tian
David Yang
Jenny Zhang

Councillor Andy Hobbs

Ken Hamaguchi
Debbie Tablotney (Alternate)
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Aquatic Advisory Board

Minoru Centre for Active Living Program Committee
Public Library Board

ATLS Dervices

Corporate Communications
Development Applications
Economic Development
Major Events

Museum & Heritage Services
Parks Services

Production Centre

Richmond Archives

Jennner suanyg Photography
Metro Vancouver Japan Bowl

Nikkei National Museum & Cultural Centre - Education Program

Richmond Art Gallery

Richmond Arts Centre/Media lab
Richmond Museum

Richmond Public Library

Richmond School Board

Sister City Advisory Committee Alumni
Textile Arts Guild of Richmond (TAGOR)
Tourism Richmond

Walk Richmond

viayor wiaicoim Brodie
Councillor Chak Au
Councillor Carol Day
Councillor Laura Gillanders
Councillor Kash Heed
Councillor Andy Hobbs
Councillor Alexa Loo
Councillor Bill McNulty
Councillor Linda McPhail
Councillor Harold Steves
Councillor Michael Wolfe

City Staff — Cecilia Achiam, Mike Romas and Kaitlynn Staples
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