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Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to help guide the City’s actions to make
Richmond a city with a thriving cultural life where the opportunities for participation in the arts
are accessible, where artists feel they have a place and are seen as contributing to the community,
where cultural industries are welcomed and where cultural activity is visible and supported.

The five strategic directions outlined in the strategy guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting Richmond’s arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene
in Richmond:

Strengthen and support the arts community.
Increase the number of arts spaces and more effectively use existing ones.

Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities.

B~ W=

Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts.
5. Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts.

These strategic directions create a solid foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism and economic development. This report presents the
Richmond Arts Update 2015 (Attachment 1), which highlights the year’s achievements in the arts.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3.  Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond
community.

Analysis

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 profiles the year in the arts with particular attention to the
programs and activities led by Community Cultural Development, Richmond Arts Centre,
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Richmond Media Lab, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art Program and Gateway Theatre.
Together, these accomplishments reflect the City’s continued support and investment in the arts.

Highlights and achievements of last year include:

e ArtRich 2015, aregional juried art exhibition at the Richmond Art Gallery in partnership
with the Richmond Arts Coalition, that featured work by 49 local artists;

e Pollinator Pasture, a multi-faceted project coordinated by an Emily Carr University
research team, involving Environmental Sustainability, Public Art, BC Hydro, Westcoast
Seeds and VanCity, with related bee-themed exhibitions and programs at the Richmond
Art Gallery and during Culture Days;

e first place ranking (among medium-sized cities) by Culture Days for largest number of
registered activities;

e anew campaign, How Art Works, to increase public awareness about the importance of
the arts to vibrant communities;

e performance and exhibition opportunities for local artists as well as professional
development workshops presented by Public Art and the Richmond Art Gallery in
collaboration with external partners; and

e new community partners such as Viva Pharmaceuticals, sponsor of the Richmond Media
Lab drop-in program.

The report also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts bring to Richmond by
encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, enhancing
understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills, and
encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to individual well-
being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The Richmond Arts Update 2015 highlights the activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and exemplifies the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s
growth into one of the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of
meaning and sense of place for citizens. An investment in the arts is an investment in the
community’s quality of life.

Mauager Arts Services
(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Richmond Arts Update 2015
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A STRONGER ECONOMY THROUGH ART

Arts and culture play an important role in promoting economic
goals through local regeneration, developing talent, creating
jobs, spurring innovation and attracting tourists.

Statistics Canada estimates that cultural industries (including broadcasting,
film and video, interactive media, design, newspapers and crafts) contribute an
estimated $53.2 hillion in direct contribution to Canada’s GDP and more than
700,000 jobs. That's ten times larger than the estimated economic impact of
sports ($4.5 billion), and well over the impact of utilities ($35 billion), and the
combined impact of agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting ($23 billion).

Cultural industries can actually turn ordinary cities into “destination cities” giving
them a competitive advantage for cultural tourism. And tourists who come
for the arts stay longer and spend more money than the average tourist.

ART IMPROVES QUALITY OF LIFE

The mental and physiological ways that the arts contribute to positive health and well-
being for older adults are only now beginning to be understood. Learning new skills
when creating a work of art (be it visual or performing) not only provides a greater
sense of confidence and control, it can even help our immune systems fight infections.

Among the elderly, those that take part in creative pursuits are less likely to
experience mild cognitive impairment. These activities are thought to maintain
neuronal function, stimulate neural growth and recruit neural pathways to maintain
cognitive function. This is particularly true of those that actively create works of art.

Music appears to be especially beneficial when complemented with standard
therapies in treating everything from depression to cancer to Parkinson’s.

Moreover, the arts can provide opportunities to meet others, create
together and share experiences, all of which can improve perceived
health status, chronic pain and sense of community.

Further details at www.howartworks.ca.
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