On Jul 16, 2015, at 3:34 PM, Harold Steves <harold(@stevesfarm.com> wrote:

During discussions about the Onni site Councillor Au suggested the possible use of one of the
buildings for a maritime museum. The BC Maritime Museum is looking for a home. To date .
none of the sites proposed as an alternative have been deemed "viable enough" We have vacant
rentable buildings on the Onni site that could be used in the short term. We are entitled to -
construct a two storey 70,000 sq. ft building in the envelope of the Imperial Cannery on city
owned land in front of the Onni site. We already have two national "maritime" historic sites and
the Imperial Cannery site would be ideal for the Maritime Museum of the Pacific. Please
circulate to committee and put the BC Maritime Museum on the Parks agenda.

Esquimalt adds name in hat to house maritime museum

* by Kendra Wong - Victoria News

* posted Jul 13,2015 at 12:00 PM

The Maritime Museum of B.C. may have an opportunity to stay local and return
to its original home in Esquimalt, says Mayor Barb Desjardins.

Desjardins said the township is interested in starting discussions with the
Maritime Museum of B.C. Society Board to bring the currently homeless
collection back to the place it was born.

“It has a lot of opportunity when you think of combining the maritime museum
and the military museum. There’s a lot of opportunity for that kind of

facility in Esquimalt,” she said.

“We are a maritime community, we have the navy and we have the First Nations
history as well. It would be a fit with Esquimalt and we’re not far away

from V1ctor1a and we’re well connected to tour1sts It seems to make sense

to me.’

Municipal archivist Gregory Evans said the museum originally opened its
doors in Esquimalt in 1957 where it stayed for roughly seven to eight years
before moving to Bastion Square in the mid 1960s.

“It was opened by the navy so that artifacts that were important to both the
Royal Navy and Royal Canadian Navy could be saved and displayed somewhere,
50 they set up in that building that was a married officer’s quarters,” he

said.

Desjardins started the process of bringing the museum back roughly a year
ago, before it set up shop in the Steamship Terminal.

“In the past, we’ve had some preliminary discussions that was before they
opted to go to the Steamship building. Since that has now fallen through and
they’re looking for another building, certainly we would be open to having -
discussions,” she said.

The next step is to set up a meeting with the museum board to see if they’re
interested, something board chair Clay Evans said they’re open to doing.

“We are willing to consider all viable options, particularly if they are on
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Victoria’s Harbour,” said Evans, noting that with limited staff, they are
focused on moving the rest of the collection to a space on Seymour Street
and setting up the new office in the Inner Harbour.

“We have had a multitude of enquiries from other municipalities, from
property owners and agents as well as suggestions for alternative approaches
such as ex B.C. Ferry and RCN vessels . . . As it stands we are reviewing
options but have not seen any that are viable enough to provide the museum
with a successful venue and keep the entire collection together.”

Dave Shirlaw

Publishers of SeaWaves Press, RCN News and SeaWaves Magazine
T: 778-968-7447 F: 778-338-4074
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In memory of our dear friend John (Jack)Arrowsmith December 21, 1927 - April 21, 2005, His love of naval history was an
inspiration to us all.

Please ensure you cite a source if posting a news article.

Members are encouraged to post ship movement information under "Calendar.”
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