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Staff Recommendations

1. That the Arts Services Year in Review 2023 as presented in the staff report titled, “Arts
Services Year in Review 2023”, dated February 2, 2024, from the Director, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Services, be received for information; and

2. That the Arts Services Year in Review 2023 be circulated to Community Partners and
Funders for their information.
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Marie Fenwick
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services
(604-276-4288)
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Staff Report
Origin

ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019-2024 was developed through extensive community
engagement, guidance and consultation to help guide the City’s actions in making Richmond a
city with a thriving arts scene that animates the city every day; offers rich arts education and
experiences, festivals and events; fosters social connections and wellness; builds arts and culture
leadership; and provides creative spaces.

The Strategy provides Five Strategic Directions to guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting the arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene in
Richmond:

Ensure affordable and accessible arts for all;

Promote inclusivity and diversity in the arts;

Invest in the arts;

Increase awareness and participation in the arts; and

A S

Activate public spaces through (and for) the arts.

These strategic directions create a foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism, health and social well-being, economic development and
more. This report presents Arts Services Year in Review 2023 (Attachment 1), which highlights
this last year’s achievements in the arts.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to
get involved, build relationships and access resources.

6.1 Advance a variety of program, services, and community amenities to support diverse
needs and interests and activate the community.

6.3 Foster intercultural harmony, community belonging, and social connections.

6.5 Enhance and preserve arts and heritage assets in the community.

Analysis

The Arts Services Year in Review 2023 describes last year’s achievements in the arts.
2023 saw public programming in the arts fully return to, and often surpass, pre-pandemic levels
of service provision and participation.
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As always, the arts maintained its vital and sustaining presence in the community. City-led
programming and artist-led themes continued to explore Richmond’s cultural and community
identities, reconciliation, local ecology, climate change, and more. Residents and visitors were
invited to discover and share new arts experiences at cultural venues, community centres, in the
public realm, and online.

Highlights and achievements of 2023 include:

7569237

In October, the City was awarded the 2023 Creative Cities Network of Canada Award of
Excellence for Thomas Cannell’s monumental glass artwork, Sea fo Sky, located in the
Keltic Development at the corner of No. 3 and Cook Road. At five-storeys high, the
work, which was completed through the Private Development Public Art Program,
powerfully acknowledges and celebrates Musqueam culture in the heart of City Centre.

Twenty-two Richmond-based artists were contracted for public art commissions,
providing vibrant works for exhibition along No. 3 Road, as well as murals and utility
box wraps throughout the city.

The annual Children’s Arts Festival (CAF) continued its City-wide approach to providing
in-person artist-led activities for Richmond School District No. 38 (SD 38) students. CAF
artists led activities not only at the Richmond Library/Cultural Centre, but also at six
community centres and the Richmond Nature Park. Over two weeks, 2,733 children
representing 48 classes from 35 Richmond elementary schools took part, many by simply
walking or riding their bikes there.

After a ten-year hiatus, the Richmond Art Gallery revived its popular open-call exhibition
of postcard-sized artworks open to anyone over age 18. Artworks were sent through the
postal service, and every artist’s entry was accepted into the online and gallery
exhibition, and later auctioned to raise funds for public programs offered through the
Richmond Art Gallery Association. The exhibition saw many returning participants and
included works by 288 artists from 32 countries.

In partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition and Britannia Shipyards National
Historic Site Society, the 20th Richmond Maritime Festival presented more than 50 local
artists, performers and “pop-up” style heritage storytellers, amidst maritime-themed
décor and installations throughout the site. Twelve wooden and working boats along the
dock and a range of food and community vendors rounded out the festival.

City Centre Community Association marked the darkest day of the year with a new
intercultural event, Invite the Light: A Winter Solstice Celebration, held at City Centre
Community Centre. The event included a meditative labyrinth comprised of 500 lanterns
brought to life by Richmond artist Marina Szijarto, a reflective interactive activity by
Indigenous artist Christine Mackenzie, stories about local nocturnal wildlife by the
Richmond Nature Park, and more.

From National Indigenous Peoples Day in June through National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation in September, the Richmond Cultural Centre rotunda played host to Hope
and Healing Canada, a site-responsive temporary artwork by Ontario-based Métis artist
Tracey-Mae Chambers. As one of more than 100 sites across Canada, the installation—
comprised of crochet, knit and woven red yarns—illustrated connections between First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples with settlers and newcomers, while addressing the
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decolonization of public spaces. Experiences and stories gathered from each participating
site will inform a forthcoming book project and traveling exhibition.

e Ranked by the national Culture Days office as No. 1 in BC and No. 3 in Canada for mid-
size cities based on the level of community engagement and participation, Richmond
continued to be a national leader in 2023 with a campaign boasting 93 free, in-person and
online activities presented by 62 artists and cultural organizations. The opening weekend
event at the Richmond Cultural Centre attracted an estimated 2,000 people.

e $124,256 was invested through the 2023 Arts and Culture Grant Program providing
operating and project assistance grants to 21 non-profit arts organizations, in order to
strengthen the infrastructure of arts and culture organizations, increase funding for arts
opportunities, show support for the careers of local artists and support a wide range of
artistic and cultural activity.

e The Richmond Youth Media Program (RYMP), a free referral-based program for youth
aged 13-24, completed its 13th year as a signature offering of the Richmond Media Lab.
In 2023, 43 RYMP members completed more than 3,200 hours learning media arts skills
and building social connections.

e Community event rentals at the Gateway Theatre totaled 44 performances by 20 clients
presenting music, dance, awards ceremonies and more.

The Arts Services Year in Review 2023 also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts
bring to Richmond by encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and
pride, enhancing understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster
new skills and encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to
individual well-being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The Arts Services Year in Review 2023 highlights activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s identity as one of
the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of place as well as a
sense of personal meaning and community identity.

(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Arts Services Year in Review 2023
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ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019 — 2024

Major Strategic Directions

1. Ensure affordable and accessible arts for all

2. Promote inclusivity and diversity in the arts

3. Investin the arts

4. Increase awareness and participation in the arts

5. Activate public spaces through (and for) the arts

The Arts Services Year in Review summarizes progress made towards achieving
the goals of ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019-2024. Throughout the
document, you will see coloured icons that show how the year's activities help to
advance the Strategy’s five strategic directions.
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Arts Education:
Mike Booton and Donna J. Wilson

Artistic Innovation and Excellence:
Nikhat Izhar Qureshi

Business and the Arts:
Steveston Harbour Authority

Volunteerism: Gabby Cometa
Youth Arts: Botao Chen

Cultural Leadership: Dr. Jim Tanaka

Richmond Arts Awards

reated in partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition, the annual

Richmond Arts Awards recognizes artistic achievements and contributions
to the cultural community by residents, artists, educators, organizations and
business leaders. The purpose is to:

- honour major contributions by individuals, organizations and businesses to
the arts;

cultivate greater visibility and understanding of the value of the arts;
encourage excellence and build new leadership within arts community; and
develop patrons for the arts.

This year, 57 nominations were reviewed by a selection panel comprised of
community members and seven recipients were selected. As part of the City's
commitment to providing meaningful opportunities for youth, 2022 Youth
Arts award recipient Megan Yung was invited to join the selection panel to
share her perspective during the adjudication process.

The awards ceremony, hosted by Mayor Malcolm Brodie, was held on May 17
at the Gateway Theatre. The evening featured an Indigenous welcome by
Morgan Guerin of Musqueam Nation, a keynote speech by CBC's Margaret
Gallagher, as well as performances by Canada YC Music Academy, Edward
Sembatya and the Richmond Singers.

The Richmond Arts Awards are a partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition
(RAC) and are sponsored by the Richmond News.

Lulu Series: Art in the City

fter a three-year hiatus, the Lulu Series: Art in the City guest speaker
series returned to explore the relationship between art and our urban
environment with the following free inspirational evening talks:

September 21: Milena Droumeva, Associate Professor of Communication
and Glenfraser Endowed Professor in Sound Studies at SFU, explored the
question of how we can reconsider the design and impact of sounds around
us. Droumeva’s current project explores best practices for soundscape design
in cities and civic participation approaches to storytelling with sound. This talk
was preceded by a musical performance by Konstantin Bozhinov.

October 19: Members of the collective Other Sights shared a range of recent
projects that include a FLEET of mobile artist studios, the Blue Cabin floating
artist residency, a public art performance exploring care recipient autonomy
and creative systems of access, and a trio of public artworks that further
important dialogues about public spaces on unceded territories. Their talk was
preceded by a performance by members of the Canada YC Chinese Orchestra.

November 23: Through his studio’s work for the Steveston Nikkei Memorial,
the Canadian Navy Monument in Ottawa, Yi Fao Park in New Westminster
and various design competitions and unrealized works, Joseph Fry, principal
at Hapa Collaborative, reviewed some of the lessons he has learned in
pursuing commemorative design work through his career, and shed light on
how public art and memorialization in the public sphere is changing in the age
of reconciliation. This talk was preceded by a performance by Ali Razmi.
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Facey. Costume Design: CS Fergu

To enrich the quality of life in Richmond Gateway Theatre is managed and operated by Richmond Gateway Theatre
and surrounding communities by creating Society, a registered charity and not-for-profit organization. Supported by the
outstanding professional theatre and a City, the theatre facility is Richmond’s live performing arts hub, normally
dynamic hub for the performing arts. drawing audiences in excess of 35,000 to more than 150 performances.

As "A Stage for Richmond", Gateway provides entry points for audiences and
performers in three key areas:

Through its Artistic Offerings, Gateway produces a breadth of stories that
tackle the ideas, values and issues that reflect the diverse people of this city. It
brings people together through shared artistic experiences that encourage
dialogue and exchange.

Gateway's Education programming connects youth to the performing arts,
through classes in acting, singing and dancing. Where it is most
transformative is beyond the stage, building confidence, self-awareness,
and a sense of belonging in ypung people.

And the Community Rentals program allows Richmond to celebrate its
achievements, with thousands of people coming through the doors each year
to participate in events presented by members of the public.
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