Open Letter

July 9, 2020

To The Honourable John Horgan, Premier
Cc: The Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture

The COVID-19 global pandemic is a wake up call to take action to transform BC’s food systems. The
pandemic confirms the stark vulnerability of our global and regional food systems to economic,
environmental, health, and social crises. Much of our food in BC travels thousands of miles, across many
borders, and passes through many hands before reaching our plates. While climate change and the
pandemic response are top of mind, our food system also suffers from deep social inequities,
biodiversity loss, and water and soil degradation. The flaws in this system are becoming more apparent
daily, as we see a range of immediate and medium to long-term impacts across our food systems.

The pandemic has caused significant disruptions but it has also presented an opportunity to make
change as part of the pandemic Recovery Plan. BC can take transformative steps to simultaneously
develop resilient food security and address the climate emergency. Now is the time to build and protect
place-based food systems able to withstand future threats and disturbances. COVID-19 may well be the
dress rehearsal for the ongoing impacts of climate change and for future global crises, for which we
hope to be better prepared.

The direction and programs set for and by the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) contain much promise for
the achievement of sustainable agriculture and food security in the province. Appended to this letter,
we offer a range of recommended strategies that align with and extend the MOA’s “Buy, Grow, Feed”
mandate and that respond to the current crises. We believe that our recommendations are tangible,
achievable, and address the some of the key challenges facing the immediate and long term food
security of British Columbians from both climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic:

e Grow BC: BC's skilled fishers and farmers are deeply invested in their communities and food
systems. The recommendations under this goal seek to stabilize, to the degree possible, the
climatic, economic, and community contexts of their livelihoods.

o Feed BC: many of BC's fishers and farmers are highly motivated to make their product available
to BC citizens. Our recommendations seek to lower barriers and optimize opportunities for
domestic market access.

® Buy BC: the Buy BC program is an important means for making BC products more accessible to
BC consumers. Our recommendations address additional structural, policy, and market barriers
that face BC’s fishers and farmers.

The authors of this letter come from diverse backgrounds, organizations and regions of British Columbia.
Collectively, we bring decades of experience, expertise, and insight into the necessary steps to rebuild
strong, sustainable, and innovative food economies across the province. We believe that BC's food
producers are key to our collective food security. Now widely recognized as the essential service that
they are and will always be, food producers and our domestic food economy are key and reliable pillars
of our recovery from this current pandemic and any future shocks.
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We also recognize that we are settlers in this place commonly known as British Columbia. Like all of
society, food systems are subject to systemic racism and injustices, as perpetrated upon Indigenous and
Black communities, People of Colour, and low-income people. The voices and priorities of these
populations must be heard and addressed. We acknowledge that we do not speak on behalf of these
groups and urge you to seek out, recognize, and support Indigenous food systems and traditional
knowledge holders as leaders in the food and climate conversation, particularly at this time of crisis. We
urge you to support Indigenous-led knowledge sharing on food systems and land relationships with
settlers. Further, we encourage you to seek Indigenous participants to identify opportunities to
strengthen long-term relationship building and to learn from Indigeous approaches to land stewardship.
These measures will contribute positively to the government’s commitment to achieve the objectives of
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as stated in BC's Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. There are also many groups that represent the needs and voices of
Black and other People of Colour in the province who will have their own priorities and
recommendations on food security and justice which should be heard, and heeded with clear
acknowledgement.

The world will never go back to the way it was before COVID-19. However, we can seize the opportunity
today to rebuild our food systems in BC to be secure, just, resilient, and climate friendly. To build a
resilient, food sovereign British Columbia will require many new partners and new ways of thinking
about and creating regenerative ecosystems and food access for all.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you and to collaborate on implementing the
recommended strategies. OQur partners are able to provide expertise, resources, and additional
recommendations. Please contact Anita Georgy, Executive Director of FarmFolk CityFolk
director@farmfolkcityfolk.ca or 604-730-0450 ext 302 to liaise with the signatories.

Sincerely,

Anita Georgy, Executive Director, FarmFolk CityFolk

Abra Brynne, Executive Director, Central Kootenay Food Policy Council

Dr. Kent Mullinix, Director, Institute for Sustainable Food Systems, Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Dr. Hannah Wittman, Academic Director, UBC Centre for Sustainable Food Systems

Harold Steves, Agroecologist, City Councillor, Richmond

Heather O’Hara, Executive Director, BC Association of Farmers’ Markets

Heather Pritchard, Executive Director, Foodlands Co-operative of BC

Jim Mclsaac, Managing Director, BC Commercial Fishing Association

Kathleen Gibson, Sustainable Food Systems Advocate

Linda Geggie, Executive Director, Capital Region Food and Agriculture Initiatives Roundtable
Mark Gifford, CEO, Real Estate Foundation of BC

Sara Dent, Executive Director, Young Agrarians

Dr. Tammara Soma, Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser University
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http://www.farmlandadvantage.com/
https://farmersforclimatesolutions.ca/
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http://www.bcseeds.org/
http://www.seedsecurity.ca/en/programs/creating-seed-diversity/302-canovi
https://www.kpu.ca/seeds
https://www.kpu.ca/seeds
https://www.cattlemen.bc.ca/docs/submission_alr_revitalization_april_6_2018_final637099471539011493.pdf
http://www.richmondfarmwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Letter-to-Premier-Horgan-June-2020_final.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2019/04/Final-Committee-Report-to-the-Minister-of-Agriculture-Recommendations-for-Revitalization-December-4-2018_Optimized.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2019/04/Final-Committee-Report-to-the-Minister-of-Agriculture-Recommendations-for-Revitalization-December-4-2018_Optimized.pdf
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https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2019/04/Final-Committee-Report-to-the-Minister-of-Agriculture-Recommendations-for-Revitalization-December-4-2018_Optimized.pdf
https://youngagrarians.org/tools/land/bc-land-matching-program/
https://youngagrarians.org/tools/land/bc-land-matching-program/
https://www.foodlands.org/
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/96-325-x/2017001/article/54925-eng.htm
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https://www.foodshed.ca/foodflowsinmetrovancouver/
https://proof.utoronto.ca/resources/proof-annual-reports/priority-health-equity-indicators-for-british-columbia-household-food-insecurity-indicator-report/
https://proof.utoronto.ca/resources/proof-annual-reports/priority-health-equity-indicators-for-british-columbia-household-food-insecurity-indicator-report/
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