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Staff Recommendation

That deaccession of the ten painted wood posts of the Cambie Community Gathering Place artwork,
as described in the staff report titled, “Cambie Community Gathering Place Artwork Partial
Deaccession”, dated November 25, 2024, from the Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services
be approved.
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Staff Report
Origin

Richmond’s Public Art Program Policy 8703, indicates that Council approval is required to
deaccession (remove) an artwork sited on City property.

This report presents a recommendation to deaccession the ten painted wood posts of the Cambie
Community Gathering Place artwork.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to
get involved, build relationships and access resources.

Analysis

Background

Cambie Community Gathering Place by artist Pomegranate Center was installed in King George
Park in 2006. The artwork consists of a stone amphitheatre set within a circular earth mound, and
is comprised of three sections separated by three paths leading-to its centre. Near the
amphitheatre, there are four wooden obelisks, each marked with a Chinese character, as well as
ten painted wood posts that mark the pathways to the amphitheatre (Attachment 1).

The artist worked with City staff, East Richmond Community Association members and local
volunteers to create the artwork. Community Gathering Place was designed to be a
neighbourhood focal point by providing seating for community events and summer concerts.

In 2015, the ten wood posts were re-painted by volunteers as part of a community engaged
activity.

Current Condition

A condition assessment of the artwork indicates that the ten wood posts are in poor condition as
they have deteriorated due to rot from moisture, biological growth (algae) and insect activity. As
a result, the wood structures are weakened and there is significant loss to the painted layer.

It is recommended that the ten wood posts be removed as they are now at risk of breaking and
could pose a concern for public safety. Repair is not recommended. The stone amphitheatre and
four wooden obelisks are in stable condition and can remain in place. See Attachment 2.

The East Richmond Community Association was consulted and supports the removal of the ten
wood posts.

The Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee is also in support of the recommendation to
remove the posts.
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Financial Impact

The estimated cost to remove the posts is $3,000 and can be accommodated within the existing
Public Art operating budget.

Conclusion

Council approval is required to deaccession the ten wood posts from the artwork Cambie
Community Gathering Place as they pose a concern for public safety. The recommendation is
supported by the East Richmond Community Association and the Richmond Public Art Advisory
Committee.

Cambie Community Gathering Place represents a community project where local residents and
volunteers worked with an artist in creating their own gathering place. The removal of the posts
will not impact its ability to continue to be a meeting place for the community in King George
Park.

Biliana Velkova
Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Cambie Community Gathering Place Photos
Att. 2: Cambie Community Gathering Place Condition Assessment
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