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. Report to Committee
* Richmond

To: Parks Recreation & Cultural Services Committee Date: March 6, 2014

From: Mike Redpath File:  11-7200-01/2013-Vol
Senior Manager, Parks 01

Re: Richmond Athletic Commission 2014 Update

Staff Recommendations

1. That the report “Richmond Athletic Commission 2014 Update” dated March 6, 2014, from the
Senior Manager, Parks be received for information; and

2. That Richmond Athletic Commission Repeal Bylaw No. 9130 be introduced and given first
second and third readings.
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Senior Manager, Parks
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March 6, 2014 -2 -

Staff Report
Origin

At the November 18, 2013 General Purposes Committee Meeting, staff were given the following
referral regarding the Richmond Athletic Commission:

“That the Athletic Commission matter be referred to staff to review the disbanding of the
Richmond Athletic Commission in light of the establishment of the BC Athletic Commission.”

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the activities of the Richmond Athletic
Commission and its disbandment in light of the recently established B.C. Athletic Commission. This
report introduces Bylaw 9130 To Rescind the Richmond Athletic Commission Bylaw 8035.

Analysis

Richmond Athletic Commission Bylaw 8035

In October 2006, Council adopted Bylaw 8035 establishing an Athletic Commission to regulate
professional boxing activities in Richmond. Since that time, the Richmond Athletic Commission
(comprised of four Council appointed members and a Council liaison) has successfully regulated nine
professional boxing events, all of which were held at the River Rock Casino. There were three events
in 2007, one in 2008, two in 2009, one in 2010, one in 2011, and one in 2013.

Richmond’s boxing events were high profile, with two of the events televised on ESPN to millions of
viewers on a global scale. Furthermore, the events were attended by several famous professional
celebrity boxers, including: the late “Smokin” Joe Frazier, “Sugar” Ray Leonard, Thomas “The
Hitman” Hearns, “Irish” Mickey Ward (The Fighter), George Chuvalo and others.

B.C. Athletic Commission

Recent amendments by the Federal Government to the Criminal Code of Canada have made
professional boxing, kickboxing and mixed martial arts contests legal in Canada when they have the
permission of a provincially established athletic board or commission.

Following this change, the Province of B.C. introduced new regulations around combat sport events.
The Athletic Commissioner Act (Bill 50) legislation establishes the office of a Provincial Athletic
Commissioner to regulate and supervise professional contests that feature boxing, kickboxing, and
mixed martial arts. The overarching purpose of the B.C. Athletic Commission is to ensure the safety of
participants in increasingly popular combat sports such as mixed martial arts and to implement
consistent rules, policies and procedures across the Province. This Act and Commission does not apply
to amateur contests or events.

With Provincial approval of the Athletic Commissioner Act and now the establishment of the
Provincial Athletic Commission, local Commissions no longer have jurisdiction to regulate combative
sport events. Including Richmond, there were at least nine local active Commissions in the Province.
For municipalities that do not wish for professional combat sport events to take place in their
communities, they are enabled by the Community Charter to prohibit these events by bylaw.
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\ City of
# Richmond Bylaw 9130

Richmond Athletic Commission Repeal
Bylaw No. 9130

The Council of the City of Richmond enacts as follows:
1. Richmond Athletic Commission Bylaw No. 8035 is hereby repealed.

2. This Bylaw is cited as “Richmond Athletic Commission Repeal Bylaw No. 9130,

FIRST READING CTVOF
APPROVED
SECOND READING fo; :i:;irrl‘;etrilrt‘;y
dept.
THIRD READING
APPROVED
for Ieg_al_ity
ADOPTED by Solicitor
MAYOR CORPORATE OFFICER
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