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Re: Arts Services Year in Review 2022

Staff Recommendations

1. That the Arts Services Year in Review 2022 as presented in the staff report titled, “Arts
Services Year in Review 2022,” dated February 23, 2023, from the Director, Arts,
Culture and Heritage Services, be received for information; and

2. That the Arts Services Year in Review 2022 be circulated to Community Partners and
Funders for their information.

W }Vh il —
arie'Fénwick

Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services
(604-276-4288)
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Staff Report
Origin

ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019-2024 was developed through extensive community
engagement, guidance and consultation to help guide the City’s actions in making Richmond a
city with a thriving arts scene that animates the city every day; offers rich arts education and
experiences, festivals and events; fosters social connections and wellness; builds arts and culture
leadership; and provides creative spaces.

The Strategy provides Five Strategic Directions to guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting the arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene in
Richmond:

Ensure affordable and accessible arts for all;

Promote inclusivity and diversity in the arts;

Invest in the arts;

Increase awareness and participation in the arts; and

A

Activate public spaces through (and for) the arts.

These strategic directions create a foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism, health and social well-being, economic development and
more. This report presents Arts Services Year in Review 2022 (Attachment 1), which highlights
this last year’s achievements in the arts.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #3 One Community Together:

Vibrant and diverse arts and cultural activities and opportunities for community
engagement and connection.

3.1 Foster community resiliency, neighbourhood identity, sense of belonging, and
intercultural harmony.

3.2 Enhance arts and cultural programs and activities.
3.3 Utilize an interagency and intercultural approach to service provision.
3.4 Celebrate Richmond's unique and diverse history and heritage.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #4 An Active and Thriving
Richmond:

An active and thriving community characterized by diverse social and wellness
programs, services and spaces that foster health and well-being for all.
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Analysis
The Arts Services Year in Review 2022 describes last year’s achievements in the arts.

At the beginning of 2022, most of the City’s public programs and services continued with online
offerings and reduced registration for indoor programs in response to health order restrictions on
gathering. By mid-year, with restrictions lifted, registrations enjoyed an upward climb towards
pre-pandemic levels and Richmond Art Gallery exhibition openings, Culture Days, festivals and
other programs were back in full swing with live music, hands-on activities and more.

As always, the arts maintained their vital and sustaining presence in the community.
Programming and artist-led themes explored Richmond’s cultural and community identities,
reconciliation, local ecology, climate change, and more. Residents and visitors were invited to
discover and share new arts experiences at cultural venues, community centres, in the public
realm and, of course, online.

Highlights and achievements of 2022 include:

e In January, Thomas Cannell’s monumental glass artwork, Sea fo Sky was unveiled at the
corner of No. 3 and Cook Road. At five-storeys high, the work, which was completed
through the Private Development Public Art Program, powerfully acknowledges and
celebrates Musqueam culture in the heart of City Centre.

e The 14th annual Children’s Arts Festival (CAF) adopted a new City-wide approach to
providing in-person artist-led activities for Richmond School District No. 38 (SD 38)
students. To address pandemic-related barriers to field trips, CAF artists led activities not
only at the Richmond Cultural Centre and Brighouse Public Library but at many easier-
to-access locations including the Gateway Theatre, six community centres and three
schools. Over 10 days, 1,770 children from 14 elementary schools took part, many by
simply walking there.

e Over the spring, the Richmond Art Gallery presented NOURISH, an exhibition of pieces
by Jane Wong and artist duo Mizzonk, whose works reminded visitors of the capacity to
nourish ourselves and others. The exhibition was accompanied by an expansive series of
digital and in-person programs highlighting Richmond’s diverse and dynamic food
culture and histories.

e Seventh annual Branscombe House Artist-in-Residence, Punjabi-Canadian performing
artist and educator Krystal Kiran, fostered healing arts practices through dance,
meditation, books, talks and more with activities not only at Branscombe House but at
festivals, parks and civic facilities throughout Richmond.

e Now in its fourth year, the Community Mural Program saw five new large-scale murals
completed to enhance our public realm, three of them for SD 38, where students and staff
played a vital role in their designs. These included Garden City School Mural, by Coast
Salish artist and McNair alumna, Atheana Picha, whose beautiful and informative mural
was revealed and celebrated in February 2022, and garnered a cover photo on Richmond
News.
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e In partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition and Britannia Shipyards National
Historic Site Society, the 19th Richmond Maritime Festival successfully returned to full
in-person programming that was delivered by more than 50 local artists, performers and
“pop-up” style heritage storytellers, amidst maritime-themed décor and installations
throughout the site. Wooden and working boats along the dock rounded out the festival.

e In-person special events also returned to community centres, including the Harvest Full
Moon Project at City Centre Community Centre, West Fest at West Richmond
Community Centre, and Pride Week at Thompson, South Arm and West Richmond
Community Centres.

e Pride Week was celebrated at the Richmond Cultural Centre with the annual Pride stairs
painting activity and Printmaking for Pride, a free drop-in workshop on the plaza with
artists Edward Fu-Chen and Jade Balogh-Callow leading more than 150 participants of
all ages to create monotype prints with artisan plant dyes.

e Ranked by the national Culture Days organization as No. 1 in BC and No. 2 in Canada
for mid-size cities in 2022 due to the level of community engagement and particpation,
Richmond continued to be a national leader with the 14th annual Culture Days campaign
with 55 free, in-person and online activities presented by 40 artists and cultural
organizations. The opening weekend event at the Richmond Cultural Centre attracted an
estimated 2,000 people.

e $119,502 was invested through the 2022 Arts and Culture Grant Program providing
operating and project assistance grants to 19 non-profit arts organizations, in order to
strengthen the infrastructure of arts and culture organizations, increase funding for arts
opportunities, show support for the careers of local artists and support a wide range of
artistic and cultural activity.

e The Richmond Youth Media Program (RYMP), a free referral-based program for youth
aged 13-24, completed its 12th year as a signature offering of the Richmond Media Lab.
In 2022, 50 RYMP members completed more than 2,200 hours learning media arts skills
and building social connections.

e Community event rentals returned to the Gateway Theatre mid-year with 12 rental
partners presenting music, dance, awards ceremonies and more.

The Arts Services Year in Review 2022 also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts
bring to Richmond by encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and
pride, enhancing understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster
new skills and encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to
individual well-being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact

None.
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Conclusion

The Arts Services Year in Review 2022 highlights activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s identity as one of
the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of place as well as a
sense of personal meaning and community identity.

Liesyﬁ uk
Manger, Arts Services
(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Arts Services Year in Review 2022
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ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019 — 2024

Major Strategic Directions
1. Ensure affordable and accessible arts for all
2. Promote inclusivity and diversity in the arts
3. Investin the arts
4. Increase awareness and participation in the arts

5. Activate public spaces through (and for) the arts

The Arts Services Year in Review summarizes progress made towards achieving
the goals of ArtWorks: Richmond Arts Strategy 2019—-2024. Throughout the
document, you will see coloured icons that show how the year's activities help to
advance the Strategy’s five strategic directions.
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2,661 NOURISH
8,477 A Minaret for the General's Wife
3,483 That Other Hunger

2,089 The trees weep, the mountain
still, the bodies rust

Accessibility diversity nvestment

Jane Wong and Mizzonk, NOURISH

Richmond Art Gallery (RAG) is a nationally recognized municipal gallery
featuring Canadian and international artists. It is known for a diverse array of
exhibitions, educational programs and events that address issues and ideas of
importance to our community and contribute to the growth of a vibrant
cultural scene in Richmond. Through 2022, RAG hosted visitors in the gallery
and across digital platforms including live-streamed talks and on-demand
video content found on the gallery’s website and YouTube.

In 2022, following a 22-year tenure, RAG staff and board bid a fond farewell
to curator, Nan Capogna. In May, Zoé Chan, most recently assistant curator at
Vancouver Art Gallery, was appointed to the role following a national search.

Exhibitions

AG presented four exhibitions in the Gallery, four at City Hall Galleria and

two off-site installations in 2022, representing emerging to senior artists
from the Lower Mainland and beyond. Each exhibition highlights a range of
contemporary artistic mediums.

GALLERY
NOURISH

Jane Wong and Mizzonk
January 22-April 3, 2022

Nourishment — its scope and significance — was at the heart of this
exhibition of works by Jane Wong and artist duo, Mizzonk (Wan-Yi Lin and
Roger Chen). Wong's installation drew upon her experience of growing up in a
Chinese American restaurant in New Jersey, and her family’s history of hunger
and poverty in China. Meanwhile, Lin and Chen’s video projections
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