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Re: Signing the Call for Action on Energy and Climate in the Building Sector

Staff Recommendation

That the City join other regional stakeholders in the Call for Action on Energy and Climate in the
Building Sector in support of a new provincial “Climate Leadership Plan”, as presented in the
staff report titled “Signing the Call for Action on Energy and Climate in the Building Sector,”
dated November 17, 2015 from the Director, Engineering.
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Staff Report
Origin

The province announced its intention to develop a revised Climate Leadership Plan. This report
recommends that the City sign a Call for Action on Energy and Climate in the Building Sector.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #4 Leadership in Sustainability:
Continue advancement of the City’s sustainability framework and initiatives to improve
the short and long term livability of our City, and that maintain Richmond’s position as a
leader in sustainable programs, practices and innovations.
4.1.  Continued implementation of the sustainability framewortk.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:
Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond

community.

5.1.  Advancement of City priorities through strong intergovernmental relationships.

Background

City Commitments

In 2008, the province of British Columbia released a Climate Action Plan, which outlined an
array of climate action commitments. Correspondingly, in 2010, Council adopted targets in
Richmond’s OCP to reduce community GHG emissions 33 percent below 2007 levels by 2020,
and 80 percent below 2007 levels by 2050. Council specified that these targets are “subject to
the understanding that senior levels of government undertake necessary GHG reduction
improvements within their jurisdictions.”

Richmond’s subsequent 2014 Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP) outlines an array
of strategies that the City is taking to pursue its energy and emissions goals. Modeling
conducted for the CEEP suggests that City emissions reduction targets will only be achieved
with “Big Breakthroughs,” including:

e All new buildings being constructed to achieve zero carbon performance by 2025.
¢ Widespread uptake of deep energy retrofits to existing buildings.

The CEEP recognizes that these reductions are not achievable by the City alone; rather, they

require provincial and federal regulatory changes, market innovation, increasing carbon pricing,
and coordinated efforts between all levels of government and industry.
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Provincial Climate Leadership Plan

On May 12, 2015, the province announced its intention to develop a Climate Leadership Plan.
The province noted that a draft version of the plan will be released in December 2015, and a final
version in March 2016. In September 2015, Council endorsed comments on a Climate
Leadership Plan Discussion Paper released by the province. Among other items, these comments
included requesting that the province articulate an energy code roadmap to achieve zero carbon
new buildings, and a plan for widespread deep energy retrofits.

Analysis

The Urban Development Institute Pacific Region, the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada,
and the Pembina Institute are seeking formal endorsement of a “Call for Action on Energy and
Climate in the Building Sector” (Attachment 1). The statement and the list of its supporters will
be delivered to Premier Clark to inform the development of British Columbia’s Climate
Leadership Plan. The cities of Victoria, Vancouver, Smithers, Powell River, and North
Vancouver are signatories to the Call for Action. Likewise, staff understand that other
municipalities are considering supporting the Call for Action. A declaration supporting the
inclusion of a “Roadmap” for low-carbon buildings has been developed (Attachment 1).

This declaration outlines key provincial policies and actions that are considered necessary to
achieve low-carbon buildings and the province’s legislated goals to reduce GHG emissions 80%
by 2050. The Call for Action asks that the Province:

e Seta clear target for the end performance goal for new buildings — for example, for new
buildings to be net-zero energy ready by 2030.

o Lead by example by requiring that all new planned public buildings meet this goal
starting in 2016, and by establishing a renovation program for existing public buildings to
reduce their carbon emissions by half in the next decade.

¢ Launch a multi-year incentive program to accelerate market transformation for high
performance new construction and deep retrofits, prioritizing affordable housing and high
visibility projects.

e Develop financing mechanisms to redistribute incremental costs of high performance
buildings to the beneficiaries of lower energy bills and more comfortable, healthy
buildings (e.g. financing through property taxes or utility bills, or loans to strata).

e Ensure access to energy performance data to monitor progress and provide feedback on
policies and behaviour.

e Support integrated land use and transportation planning to encourage location efficient
development.

e Strengthen the price signal for efficiency and conservation through utility rates and
carbon pricing.

e Support local governments and resource the Building Safety and Standards Branch to
facilitate code changes, streamline approval of innovative solutions through variances or
alternative solutions, decrease permitting times and increase code compliance.
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The Call for Action is consistent with comments the City has already made on the provincial BC
Climate Leadership Plan Discussion Paper, and with the actions identified in Richmond’s CEEP
as necessary to meet the City’s emissions targets.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

This report recommends the City join other regional stakeholders in signing a Call for Action on
Energy and Climate in the Building Sector.

2
Brendan McEwen

Sustainability Manager
(604-247-4676)
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Att. 1: Text of the Call for Action on Energy and Climate in the Building Sector
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