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Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) was established in 2003 upon Council
approval of the Richmond Agricultural Viability Strategy (RAVS). A primary role of the AAC
is to provide advice from an agricultural perspective to Council, City staff and other stakeholders
on a wide-range of issues and projects that impact agricultural activities in Richmond and to help
implement the recommendations contained in the RAVS.

In accordance with the Terms of Reference for the AAC, this report summarizes the activities of
the Committee in 2015 and recommends a 2016 Work Program for consideration and approval
by Council. The AAC reviewed and endorsed the proposed work program at its meeting held on
February 4, 2016.

Summary of 2015 Annual Report

The detailed 2015 Annual Report is contained in Attachment 1. Highlights are as follows:

¢ Reviewed and provided comments on a total of 11 development proposals related to or
affecting agricultural activities. )

e Received regular updates and provided comments on various City policies and initiatives
(e.g., Sustainability Progress Report, fees and enforcement options for soil removal and
deposit activities).

e Received regular updates on the George Massey Tunnel Replacement project.

e Received information and commented on local food awareness events and initiatives (e.g.,
2016 Richmond Farm Tour).

¢ Received information on initiatives, funding programs and farming advisory information
sheets from the Ministry of Agriculture staff.

Summary of Proposed 2016 Work Program

The detailed 2016 Work Program is contained in Attachment 2. The following is a summary of
highlights for the proposed 2016 work program.

e Review and provide feedback on development proposals forwarded to the AAC by staff and
Council.

¢ Review and provide feedback on the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy and its implementation.

o Continue to receive updates on major transportation works including George Massey Tunnel
Replacement project and upcoming consultations.

e Receive updates on the Metro Vancouver’s Farm Property Tax Investigation and provide
comments when requested.

¢ Examine options to help promote local agricultural and food awareness.
¢ Continue to monitor and implement the RAVS and recommend improvements as necessary.
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