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Staff Report
Origin

Amongst the regulated businesses in Richmond are Amusement Centres that contain Amusement
Machines, which are defined in the Business Regulation Bylaw No. 7538 as:

A machine on which mechanical, electrical, automatic or computerized
games are played for amusement or entertainment, and for which a coin or
token must be inserted or a fee charged for use, and includes machines used
for the purposes of gambling.

Business Regulation Bylaw No. 7538 restricts a business premise to only 4 amusement machines
unless the location is listed in Schedule A of the bylaw.

This report deals with an application received from Kai Du (the Applicant) operating as Victoria
Cyber Cafe, to operate a internet café with 70 machines from premises located at 8555 Sea
Island Way Unit 120. This premise is not on the list of approved addresses that allows an
operation to have more than 4 amusement machines.

Analysis

By regulation and definition, Internet Cafes with more than 4 machines used to play
computerized games are recognized as Amusement Centres. These businesses generally use
networked computers for the purposes of playing games on the Internet amongst a group of
individuals.

The location at which the Applicant intends to operate is zoned Auto-Oriented Commercial
District (CA) which permits among other uses, Amusement Centres. The premise is located in a
single level strip mall and other businesses operating in the mall are a paint shop, computer shop,
liquor store and fast food take-out operation. The areas to the south and east are under re-
development and upon completion of construction will be a mix of commercial and residential
uses. To the north and east are more commercial businesses including a hotel (Attachment 1).

The City has imposed regulations including restricted operating hours, which Amusement
Centres must adhere to and this type of regulated use is one that the Richmond Special Task
Force Team inspects from time to time to ensure compliance to the regulations.

The RCMP were contacted and have responded that they have no concerns with the application.
The Applicant will be required to ensure that the premises meets all building, health and fire
codes before a Business Licence would be issued.

Financial Impact

None.
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