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Staff Recommendation 

That a letter be prepared for the Mayor's signature addressed to senior levels of government, 
including the Prime Minister of Canada; the Premier of British Columbia; the Minister of 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; the Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future 
Skills; and Richmond's Members of Parliament and Members of the Legislative Assembly, 
advocating for the reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced English language 
training and the development of a sustainable funding model that is informed by immigration 
targets and responds to newcomers' needs. 

Executive Summary 

This report outlines the ongoing impacts of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) settlement funding reductions, particularly the discontinuation of intermediate and 
advanced Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada (LINC) programs, which has 
significantly limited access to English language training for newcomers seeking to pursue further 
education, employment and long-term settlement opportunities. 

As settlement funding falls under the jurisdiction of senior levels of government, it is 
recommended that a letter be prepared for senior federal and provincial elected officials, 
including the Prime Minister of Canada and the Premier of British Columbia, advocating for the 
reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced English language training and the 
development of a sustainable settlement funding model that is informed by immigration targets 
and responds to newcomers' needs. 
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As federally funded LINC programs fall outside the City's jurisdiction, the City's role is primarily 

to support newcomers through local initiatives, partnerships and advocacy. Continued advocacy for 
the restoration of IR.CC funding is therefore essential to help ensure that Richmond's newcomer 
population has access to the language training and settlement services needed to participate fully in 
community life and pursue education and employment opportunities. 

Advocacy to Senior Levels of Government 

Pursuant to Council direction, letters will be prepared for the Mayor's signature and addressed to 
senior levels of government, including the Prime Minister of Canada; the Premier of British 
Columbia; the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; the Minister of Post-Secondary 
Education and Future Skills; and Richmond's Members of Parliament and Members of the 

Legislative Assembly, advocating for the reinstatement of funding for intermediate and advanced 
English language training and the development of a sustainable funding model that responds to 

newcomers' needs. 

The letters will emphasize the need for IRCC to develop a sustainable funding model for settlement 
service providers that considers not only the projected number of newcomers arriving in Canada, 
but also the ongoing demand for services among immigrants already residing in the community. 
This includes continued access to language training and other supports that are essential for labour 
market participation and social integration. 

Budgetary Implications 

None. 

Conclusion 

The City remains committed to working with government and community partners to build a 
welcoming and inclusive Richmond where newcomers can thrive. Recent IRCC funding cuts and 
eligibility changes have reduced access to essential settlement services, particularly intermediate 
and advanced language programs that support labour market integration and social inclusion. As 
immigration and settlement services remain primarily a federal responsibility, the City will continue 
to advocate for the reinstatement of funding for these programs. Sustained federal funding is 
essential to ensure Richmond can respond to newcomers' evolving needs and support their 

successful integration into the community. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kim Somerville, Director, Community Social Development 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Dorothy Jo, Program Manager, Social Planning and reviewed by 
Recreation & Sport Services and Richmond Public Library. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 
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NR118 Reinstatement of Federal Funding for Settlement Programs 

Attachment 1 

Richmond 

Whereas Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), as of April 1, 2025, has reduced or discontinued 

funding to organizations providing immigrant and refugee settlement programs in communities across 

British Columbia in response to reductions in federal immigration levels planned over the next three years; 

And whereas the reduction and discontinuation of federal funding for settlement programs immediately 

reduces the availability of and access to services and supports that are vital to the social and economic 

integration of approximately 200,000 recent immigrants currently living in British Columbia (2021 Census): 

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request that the Province advocate to the federal government to 

immediately reinstate Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada funding for settlement programs to 

BC organizations that were funded in 2024 for a multi-year period; 

And be it further resolved that the Province be requested to advocate to the Government of Canada to conduct 

an engagement process with provincial and local governments, community-based service providers of 

settlement programs, and recent immigrants to inform the development of a long-term, stable funding model 

that ensures continued provision of supports that help newcomers to thrive in Canada, regardless of 

fluctuations in immigration targets 

RESPONSE: Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills 

The Ministry of Post Secondary Education and Future Skills shares local governments' concern that the recent 

changes to settlement program funding by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will have a 

detrimental impact on newcomer access to supports essential to their labour market participation and social 

integration in British Columbia. This includes IRCC's decision to discontinue higher-level language 

programming, and the resulting long-term implications for newcomers to secure high-skilled jobs and maintain 

strong labour market participation. 

Through various intergovernmental channels, the Ministry continues to articulate these concerns to IRCC and 

is actively engaged in raising awareness of the impacts of these funding changes with the federal government 

as well as advocating for solutions that ensure the best outcomes for newcomers and the Province. This includes 

urging the federal government to ensure that a wide variety of perspectives, such as community organizations 

and other levels of government, are engaged. The Ministry remains committed to ensure newcomers in British 

Columbia have equitable access to the supports they need to contribute to British Columbia's workforce and 

thrive. 
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His Worship Malcolm D. Brodie 

Mayor 

City of Richmond 
mayorea@richmond.ca 

Dear Mayor Brodie: 
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Attachment 2 

2025-01363989 

Thank you for your correspondence dated July 10, 2025, addressed to the Honourable Lena Metlege Diab, 

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, expressing your interest to meet with the Minister and 

discuss funding for settlement and integration services in Richmond. I have been asked to respond to your 

concerns, and I apologize for the delay in responding. 

Regarding settlement services funding, the total amount available is determined by the number of permanent 

residents expected to arrive, as outlined in the Multi-Year Levels Plan. Since fewer newcomers are projected 

to arrive in 2025-2028, there is an associated decrease to the overall federal settlement services envelope. 

Additional information about Canada's immigration levels, including the recently announced 2026-2028 

Immigration Levels plan, can be viewed at: Canada's immigration levels - Canada.ca. 

Regarding funding for settlement services in Richmond, all proposals from service provider organizations went 

through a thorough review process. Funding decisions reflect the expected permanent resident arrivals and 

the number of clients served. Additionally, these decisions aim to streamline services, reduce duplication, 

improve efficiency, and ensure value for money. Despite these reductions, the full suite of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada {IRCC) funded settlement services remains available to eligible clients in 

Richmond, in both official languages. 

The Government of Canada recognizes the significant role municipal governments play across the country in 

the successful integration of newcomers. Integration is a collective responsibility of all levels of government, 

and IRCC remains committed to collaborating with municipalities and exploring opportunities to strengthen 

such collaboration. 

With regard to your request to meet the Minister, Arash Rahmani, Senior Advisor in the Office of the Minister, 

may be contacted at: arash.rahmani@cic.gc.ca. 

Thank you for expressing your concerns. I trust that this information is helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. Holmes

Ministerial Enquiries Division

This electronic address is not available for reply. 
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