City of Richmond Report to Committee

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services

To: c . Date: July 21, 2009
ommittee
From: Elizabeth Ayers Filez  11-7000-09-20-074/2008-
Acting Director, Recreation and Cultural Vol 01
Services
Re: Richmond Oval Precinct Public Art Plan Implementation: Telling the Stories of
Richmond Art Work

Staff Recommendation

1. That the concept proposal prepared by the artists Deanne Achong and Faith Moosang for
the “Telling the Stories of Richmond — Lulu Suite” public art work at the Richmond Oval
be endorsed;

2. That the General Manager, Parks Recreation and Cultural Services, be authorized to enter
into a contract with the artists for the detailed design, construction and integration of the
artwork into the Richmond Oval and Oval precinct; and

3. That this concept proposal be endorsed subject to the Richmond Olympic Oval
Corporation Board being informed. .

Elizabeth Ayers
Acting Director, Recreation and Cultural Services
(604-247-4669)
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Staff Report
Origin

In June 2006 Council adopted the Richmond Oval Precinct Art Plan as the guide for
incorporating art opportunities in the Oval site and Olympic Gateway Neighbourhood.

On April 14, 2008, Council endorsed the Oval Precinct Art Plan Update 2008. The Update
recommended the creation of an interpretive program for the site, to be named Telling the Stories
of Richmond. This art project will include:

e Aninterpretive program at the Oval precinct, based on the interviews and images
produced and collected;

¢ Documenting and collecting materials relevant to the Oval public art collection; and

» Creation of an archive of historical and documentary information collected for future art
reference.

'This report presents the concept proposal for the Telling the Stories of Richmond for Council
endorsement, and authorization for the General Manager, Parks Recreation and Cultural
Services, to enter into a contract with the artists for the detailed design, construction and
integration of the artwork into the Richmond Oval and Oval precinct. Staff will review the
concept proposal with the Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation Board prior to proceeding with
implementation.

Analysis

Selection process

An open call (Attachment 1) to artists from the region for the Telling the Stories of Richmond
art opportunity at the Oval was circulated through the City of Richmond web site, the City of
Vancouver public art web site, and distributed through regional galleries, in May 2008. A
website was created to facilitate Questions and Answers.

Under the mandate set out by the Richmond Public Art Commission through the Richmond
Public Art Program, a three-person panel of two art professionals and a member of the Richmond
Heritage Commission was organized to review the submissions. A total of eight submissions,
each of high quality, were received.

The panellists met June 2, 2008 to review the submissions and select a shortlist. Four
artists/teams were considered by the panel to have potential for the work, and were invited to an
orientation session and tour of the Oval site on June 10, 2008, and for interviews.

On June 11, 2008, after a rigorous discussion of the merits of each of these teams, the panel
unanimously selected the team of Deanne Achong and Faith Moosang, two local artists whose
practices involve archival studies, web design, film-making, print production and multi-media
(Attachment 2).

Staff and the Oval Public Art Oversight Committee have reviewed the recommended concept
proposal, as submitted September 22, 2008. Suggested revisions to the concept to increase the
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visual component of the art work have been incorporated in the updated concept proposal,
submitted July 13, 2009 (Attachment 3).

Concept Proposal - Executive Summary

Lulu Suite is designed to engage the audience in a unique visual and audio artwork that uses
current technologies to narrate the stories of Richmond. Using a variety of approaches, the work
will appeal to a wide range of visitors. These approaches include:

» Using video monitors in the Richmond Olympic Oval entrance - a blend of archival and
contemporary images are woven together as a series of short vignettes, evoking the rich
and diverse cultural history and present moment of Richmond.

¢ Interactive mobile devices that are controlled by GPS - where a visitor walks around and
comes across a hotspot, and then hears/sees a story appear on their screen. Viewers can
discover the past in a fun and interactive way. This approach is of particular appeal to a
younger audience, who are very comfortable with this technology. Visitors to the site will
also be able to access the stories using personal handheld digital devices (i.e. cell phones,
iPhones and Blackberties).

* A website which acts as a documentation of all these artworks, inctuding the existing
public art commissioned works. It will also provide practical information such as maps,
visiting hours and the like.

These stories will be compiled from both actual interviews with living people and archival
research. Additionally, the stories will also contain interviews with the other artists at the Oval.
Actors will voice over some of the stories to re-create some of the historical material in an
engaging manner.

Story Cycles
The proposed artwork will be an audio/visual work that has both a daytime and night time

presence, and is to be presented through a series of interwoven themes, or “Story Cycles”, Three
Story Cycles are proposed:

¢ The History of the Land Upon which the Speed Skating Oval Sits - an audio and visual
natrated archive of the inhabitants and the transformation of the site and the legacy of the
Olympic experience;

¢ Cultural Groups Who Call Richmond Home — narratives developed along thematic
topics; and

o Artists’ Response to the Richmond Oval Precinct — interviews with those involved in the
creative vision for the Oval, landscape and artworks.

The Story Cycles will allow for the telling of the collected stories by diverse cultural
communities and from infer-generational perspectives, and told through broader elemental
themes, such as earth, air, fire, and water, For example, one Story Cycle may look at how
different cultural groups related to the Fraser River (water) or the use of land (earth).

Schedule

The artwork will include several overlapping phases of work, including interviews, technical
research, production and editing, field-testing, documentation, development and maintenance of
the web site, and compilation of the archive collection.
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The overall project schedule for gathering and coordinating material runs through to the
conclusion of the 2010 Olympic Games. Additional time will be required post-games for
production and editing of the artwork. Segments of the Story Cycles will be available for
presentation on site during the development of the artwork and prior to the Games.

The concept proposal has been reviewed with Oval staff in June 2009, and there is support for
the use of the lobby monitors. A staff technical review team, including representation from the
Oval Corporation, will review the proposed installation sites and technical requirements to
ensure compatibility with Oval programming and operations. The City, through the Oval
Precinct Public Art Program approved budget, will be responsible for the maintenance of the art
project and specialized equipment both within the Oval and on the grounds. Staff will review the
concept proposal with the Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation Board prior to proceeding with
implementation.

Financial Impact

The Council endorsed Oval Precinct Art Plan Update 2008 identified a total project budget of
$200,000 for this art work, and includes all costs of fabrication, equipment, delivery, installation,
artist and engineering design fees, insurance, disbursements and contingency. The proposed cost
for the recommended project is within the Oval Precinct Public Art Capital Project in the
approved 2008 Capital Budget. The operating and maintenance costs will not exceed 2% of the
total capital costs. Costs have been submitted in conjunction with the capital budget request for
the Oval Precinct Public Art as per corporate policy.

Conclusion

Telling the Stories of Richmond — Lulu Suife will capture the history of the site and its
relationship to the cultural communities who have lived and worked in the area. As well, it will
document the energy and creativity of the artists and builders who have transformed the site for
the 2010 Games and to serve as a lasting legacy for the City.

The proposal includes both traditional documentary techniques (i.e. video and sound) and
innovative uses of technology (i.e. web and hand-held video units, as well as personal cell
phones) to reach a broad audience at a reasonable cost, and in particular to engage youth familiar
with these new technologies.

Staff recommend that the Concept Proposal for Telling the Stories of Richmond — Lulu Suite, as
described in this report, be approved, and that the General Manager, Parks Recreation and
Cultural Services, be authorized to enter into a contract with the artists for the detailed design,
construction and integration of the artwork into the Richmond Oval and Oval precinct. Staff will
review the concept proposal with the Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation Board prior to
proceeding with implementation.

Eric Fiss

Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)
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ATTACHMENT 1

Richmond Oval Public Art
Art/Documentary Opportunity:

Telling the Stories of Richmond
Interpretive Program

Terms of Reference for Artists
April, 2008

City of Richmond, British Columbia, Canada

prepared by Karen Henry, Barbara Cole & Lorna Brown
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ATTACHMENT 2

TELLING THE STORIES OF RICHMOND
Artist Biographies
Art/Documentary Opportunity

Deanne Achong + Faith Moosang

Artists Biographies
Telling the Stories of Richmond

Deanne Achong is an artist working in Vancouver, Canada. Her practice explores
photographic and digital media in installations, net art, with a brief foray into robotics, following a
residency at the Western Front, where "Sheryl:crowbot" was born. She has exhibited her work
in Canada, the US and Europe. She has also been artist-in-residence in 2005 at Studio XX in
Montreal, and La Chambre Blanche in Quebec City, and at the Caribbean Contemporary Arts in
Trinidad in 2003, as part of a Canada Council international residency. She will be a visiting
artist at Sir Wilfred Grenfell College (Memorial University of Nfld) during the 2008/09 academic
year. She is originally from Montreal and studied at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
(BFA), and holds an MFA from the University of British Columbia. An early net piece, "Excerpts
from An Archive" is included in a recent publication on photography and the web - "L'Image
Ramifiée" , published by VU, in Quebec City. She also runs her own design company, Dia
Media, where her art and business interests dovetail together in a quest to outwit google.

Faith Moosang is an artist who lives and works in Vancouver, Canada. She received her BFA
from Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design and her MFA from Simon Fraser University’s School
for the Contemporary Arts. Her work, while largely based in photography, has also included
installations using video and film. Recently she has been interested in what she calls
rephotography, using found imagery as the basis for her explorations. Her work has been
shown in group and solo exhibitions in Canada, the United States and Europe. She is also a
curator and researcher of photography and has just completed curating an exhibition from a
series of glass plate negative portraits from the early 20" century. She is currently creating a
body of work from a found collection of slides snapped by an unknown tourist who visited Hearst
Castle in the 1960s. This work, supported by the Canada Council, is about the empire of media,
dirty money and the amassing of classical statuary.

2505049
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TELLING THE STORIES OF RICHMOND
Concept Proposal

prepared by:
Deanne Achong + Faith Moosang

for the City of Richmond

September 22, 2008
Revised July 21, 2009
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