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With Richmond’s strong position to take advantage of the sport tourism market, it
successfully partnered with Tourism Richmond, Richmond Sport Council and
Richmond Olympic Oval to launch a robust Sport Hosting Strategy that was
adopted by council on February 8th, 2010. This was the first milestone of many in
a successful rookie year for the Sport Hosting Office.

2010 Snapshot

Venue City for the 2010 Winter Games 

Launched the Sport Hosting Incentive Grant Program 

Hosted the largest and most successful World Wheelchair Rugby Championship, $3 million economic
impact to Richmond 

Partner ad campaign (online and print) with Tourism Richmond – Sport  Business, Sport Travel, 
Sport Cal, World Class Sport Hosts 

Richmond Olympic Oval Legacy mode opened September 2010 

Awarded a BC Tourism Award in the Sport Tourism Community Legacy Award category 

Secured 15 sport events 

More than 11,000 total room nights from sport hosting

Sample Ad Sport Tourism Community Legacy Award

2010 Snapshot
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Sport Hosting Progress
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Objective 1

To position Richmond as the preferred location and premier sport host for existing events and
targeted regional, provincial, national and international events. 

Tactics

• Developed sport hosting promotional and marketing materials.

• Ad campaign leveraging the “Venue City” brand.

• Targeted mail campaign to specific provincial national and international sport organizations.

• Attended targeted sport hosting workshops and tradeshows – CSTA and NASC.

• Winner of the BC Tourism Award in the Sport Tourism Community Legacy Award category, UBCM
Community Excellence Award for Best Practises – Partnerships.

• 2009 BC Seniors Games Legacy Funding established to support seniors travelling for sport competition. 

• Signing of three high-performance sports to train at the Richmond Olympic Oval: Volleyball, Table
Tennis and Hockey Canada.

2011 Priorities

• Continue development of marketing and communications to provincial, national and international
sport organizations.

• Complete sport hosting micro website (www.richmondsporthosting.ca) including new image bank,
facility guide and quarterly newsletter.

Richmond Oval Tours (April 1 - October 25, 2010)

Type of Group Delegations

Businesses 7

Schools (Elementary, Secondary, University/College, or other Educational Institutions) 30

Community Groups 17

International and Local Tourism Organizations (Tourists) 86

Architecture and Wood Organizations (BC Wood, Fast n Epp, FII, Engineers) 11

Tourism Richmond FAM Tours 9

City or Government 4
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Objective 2

To increase Richmond’s capacity to host sporting events, meetings and conferences. 

Tactics

• Launched the Sport Hosting Task Force consisting of representation from the Richmond Sport Council,
Tourism Richmond and Richmond Olympic Richmond Olympic Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation Ad
campaign leveraging the “Venue City” brand.

• Launched the Sport Hosting Incentive Grant program with $35,000+ awarded to sport organizations. 

• Developed a bid book template.

• Built partnerships with the Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance (CSTA), Sport BC and the National
Association of Sport Commissions.

• Submitted 3 formal and 3 informal bid books.

• Volunteer legacy from the 2010 Games, more than 2,000 trained volunteers.

2011 Priorities

• Grow the Sport Hosting Incentive Grant Program to be more inclusive to national and international
events.

• Develop a spectator capacity plan for events that require a large amount of seating.

• Increase the number of sport AGMs and conferences.
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Objective 3

To work closely with our community partners to be an advocate for the development of sport
hosting in the City of Richmond. 

Tactics

• Presented to over fifteen community groups, organizations and internal stakeholders introducing the
sport hosting strategy.

• Developed a database of sport tourism venues/facilities determining the sports that are the best fit for
our community.

• Worked with Tourism Richmond on a collaborative marketing campaign leveraging “Venue City” 
status.

• Using the CSTA’s Sport Tourism Economic Assessment Model to analyze the economic impact of sport
events in Richmond.

• 2010 WWRC generated $2.9 million in economic impact.

• 2009 BC Seniors Games generated $3 million in economic impact.

• Facility upgrades through Parks & Recreation: Blundell Baseball Diamond, Richmond Lawn Bowling
Club and outdoor basketball courts at South Arm.

• Richmond Olympic Oval opened Fall 2010 in post-Games legacy mode.

• Attended Richmond Sport Council meetings, Sport BC member roundtable meetings, CSTA
Marketing/Communication committee meetings and BC Sport Tourism Network quarterly 
conference calls.

2011 Priorities

• Develop a simple economic assessment tool that reflects the CSTA’s STEAM model to measure the
impact of all events in the City.

• Build a needs assessment of the City’s sport venues, accommodations and event calendar.

7SPORT HOSTING 2010 ANNUAL REPORT
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CITY OF RICHMOND  PROGRESS

Objective 4

To leverage and maximize media/marketing exposure from being a venue City for the 2010
Olympic Winter Games. 

Tactics

• Worked with Sport BC, Canadian Sport Centre Pacific and 2010 Legacies Now to leverage Olympic
partnerships.

• Built relationships with the Canadian Olympic/Paralympic Committees and International
Olympic/Paralympic Committees.

• Worked with communications team to distribute collateral material and tailor consistent messaging
around sport hosting in Richmond.

• Press releases and many positive media articles regarding the City’s new sport hosting program and
events.

2011 Priorities

• Leverage relationships to engage the COC and CPC in training opportunities for the 2012 Games.

• Marketing campaign around “training for the next games”.

Current Bids

The Sport Hosting Office has active bids for the following events:

Current Bids

Est Total 
Room NIghts

2011 Can-Am Wushu Martial Arts Championship 800

2011 Junior National Badminton Championship 300

2012 North American Chinese Basketball Association Invitational Tournament 1,000

2013 Men’s World Curling Championship 200

2017 World Masters Games (early discussions with Pavco and Tourism Vancouver) 3,000 –10,000

8
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Sport Facility Map
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Annual sport hosting events representing approximately 3,000 total room nights include:

Annual Events

Annual Richmond Girls Ice Hockey Invitational

Annual Richmond Minor Hockey International Midget Tournament

Annual Dolphin Classic Basketball Tournament

Annual Jimmy Ng Memorial Street Hockey Tournament

Annual Richmond Kajaks International Track Classic

Annual Nations Cup Soccer Tournament

In addition to the City of Richmond’s annual calendar of regional and provincial sport events, secured
national and international events representing approximately 5,000 total room nights including: 

2010 and Future Events

2010 Venue City for the 2010 Olympic Winter Games

2010 World Wheelchair Rugby Championship

2010 Sport BC Athlete of the Year Awards

2010 Baseball Canada Convention

2010 National Taekwondo Championship

2010 Yonex Open

2010 Jack Donahue Classic

2010 Baseball Canada Convention

2010 BC Open Squash Championship

2011 National Fencing Championship

2011 Western Canadian Fencing Championship

2011 Pacific Volleyball Society International Club Championship

2011 Royale Cup Canadian Junior Girls Championship

2011 World Masters Badminton Championship

2011 Pacific Rim Broomball Championship (new annual event)

2014 RCGA Canadian Men’s Senior Championship

2014 International Highland Dance Competition 

Confirmed Sport Events

11SPORT HOSTING 2010 ANNUAL REPORT
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Purpose

To provide guidance and feedback regarding the direction of the sport hosting strategy and administer the
sport hosting incentive grant program. 

Comprised of Key Stakeholders

Sport Hosting Incentive Grant Program

To provide financial support to provincial, national and international sport organizations and the Richmond
Olympic Oval Corporation hosting sporting events and meetings in Richmond. This financial support will
provide non-profit sport organizations the opportunity to host, create, market and administer tournament
and championship level sporting events while building on an already successful annual sport-hosting calendar.

Accepted 20 of 25 grant applications resulting in over $36,000 granted to local and provincial sport organ-
izations. (See Appendix for a detailed chart of grant allocation.)

2011 Priorities

• Modify current grant guidelines to be more inclusive and allow for a greater balance of accepted sport
events.

• Launch a bid strategy focused on specific sport hosting opportunities that are a good fit for Richmond’s
facility inventory.

Sport Hosting Task Force

13SPORT HOSTING 2010 ANNUAL REPORT
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Proposed Sport Hosting 2011 Operating Budget

Operating Expeditures 2010 Approved 2011 Proposed

Salaries $ 113,200 $ 113,200

$ 113,200 $ 113,200

Other

Supplies $  1,800 $ 1,800

Contracts 107,000 107,000

Advertising and Marketing 100,000 105,000

Travel and Training 26,000 27,000

General Expenditures 37,000 31,000

Sport Hosting Grant 100,000 100,000

Other Expenditures 15,000 15,000

$ 386,800 $ 386,800

Total Operating Expenditures $  500,000 $ 500,000

Surplus funds will be carried forward within a Sport Hosting Provisional Fund.

2011 Budget

15SPORT HOSTING 2010 ANNUAL REPORT
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Appendix

Letters of Support

• Sport BC 17

• Canada Basketball 18

• BC Wheelchair Sports 19

Sport Hosting Incentive Grants 

• Applications Accepted 20

• Applications Denied 20
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Sport Hosting Incentive Grant Applications Accepted
Organization Event Name of Event Date Total Room Hotels
Name Type Distributed Nights

Richmond Girls Provincial BCSA Provincial B Cup July 8-11 $3,000.00 880 Sheraton, Marriott, 
Soccer Association Hilton, Sandman and 

Executive
The Nations Cup Invitational Nations Cup July 16-18 $2,800.00 20 Sandman Signature, 
Soccer Society Tournament Sandman, River Rock
*Richmond Centre International 2010 International Nov 30-Dec 5 $1,062.50 250 -
for Disability Wheelchair Curling 

Bonspiel
Richmond Senior Provincial BC Lacrosse Association  July 30-Aug 2 $1,906.00 174 Accent Inns, Best Western
Lacrosse Intermediate League

Provincials
Richmond Senior Provincial 2010 BCSA Senior June 18-20 $1,980.00 96 -
Soccer League Provincial "B"Cup
Kajaks Track and International Kajaks International July 9th $411.00 30 Hilton Vancouver Airport
Field Club Track Classic
*2010 World International 2010 World Wheelchair Sept 17-26 $3,500.00 2375 Sheraton
Wheelchair Rugby Rugby Championships
Championships
Society
Richmond Winter International 2010 Pacific April 21-25 $2,697.00 297 Delta
Club International Cup
*Richmond Lacrosse Invitational 1st Annual Midget May 21-24 $1,100.00 140 -
Association Tournament
*Richmond Lacrosse Invitational Roadrunner Romp Nov 11-14 $1,175.00 150 -
Association
*Richmond Lacrosse Invitational Salmon Festival June 16-20 $1,100.00 80 -
Association Tournament
Richmond Soccer Provincial BC Soccer Coastal April 24-25 $1,263.00 21 Sheraton
Association Cup Finals
*Richmond Lacrosse Provincial BCLA Bantam Lacrosse July 7-11 $1,500.00 780 -
Association Provincial Championship
Richmond City Invitational Bantam Invitational April 23-25 $138.00 24 Comfort Inn
Baseball Association
*Richmond City Invitational Bantam AAA May 22-24 $237.50 32 -
Baseball Association Tournament
*Richmond City Invitational Midget AAA July 1-4 $330.00 - Event cancelled/
Baseball Association Tournament cheque cancelled
Richmond City National Bantam Girls National Aug 25-30 $2,621.00 316 Comfort Inn, Executive
Baseball ssociation Baseball
Richmond Grils Ice International Ice Classic March 26-28 $3,500.00 696 Sheraton, Holiday Inn 
Hockey Association Sandman, Executive, 

Abercorn
Richmond Country National 2010 Canadian Junior Aug 2-6 $5,000.00 737 Holiday Inn, Sandman
Club Boys Golf Championship
Richmond Girls Invitational Richmond Girls Soccer Oct 9-10 $1,030.00 - -
Soccer Association Thanksgiving 

Tournament
TOTAL $36,351.00 7098

* awaiting for post report before we are able to issue final payment

Sport Hosting Incentive Grant Applications Denied
Organization Event Name of Event Date Amount Room Reason Denied
Name Type Requested Nights
Richmond City Invitational 7th Annual Mosquito May 14-16 $96.00 0 No room nights
Baseball Association "A" Tournament
GLISA North America International Vancouver 2011 July 27-30 $7,000.00 715 Outside Richmond event, 
Games Society Outgames - Badminton/ small impact with little 

Volleyball guarantee of tourism impact
Badminton Canada International 2010 Yonex Canada July 13-18 $7,000.00 800 Professional event 

Open component, for profit 
involvment

Kajak Track & Field Provincial BC Elementary Track May 28-30 $3,000.00 10 Did not meet room night
Club & Field Championships minimum
Truimph Taekwon-Do/ National Canadian Taekwon-Do Nov 12-13 $1,920.00 270 For profit organization,
Canadian Taekwon-Do Federation International not a local sport host
Federation 2010 National 
International (CTFI) Championships
TOTAL $19,016.00 1,795

PRCS - 87



Richmond City Hall
6911 No. 3 Road
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