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Summary of Principle Amendments to the Integrated Solid Waste 
and Resource Management Plan 

1. Goals and Targets 

a) A per-capita waste reduction target has been added, i.e. reduce the quantity of waste 
generated per capita within the region, calculated on a rolling 5-year average, to 90% of 
2010 volumes by 2020. 

b) Adds “minimum of” to the 70% diversion target by 2015, adds an 80% diversion target 
for 2020, and adds diversion targets by sector, i.e. single-family (65%); multi-family 
(30%); institutional, commercial and industrial (70%); demolition, land clearing and 
construction (80%). 

2. A.  Integrated Solid Waste and Resource Management Plan 

a) Adds Public Health Principles to the ‘Resource Management Principles:  The 5R’s’ 
section.

b) Requires a progress report every two years and a comprehensive performance review of 
the plan every five years, with a full plan review and update every 10 years to the 
‘Process and Consultation’ section. 

c) Adds reference to the BC Air Action Plan and the BC Recycling Regulation in the 
‘Aligning with Provincial Initiatives’ section.  Adds a section, ‘Aligning with Federal 
Initiatives’ and incorporates language to align with the CCME Canada Wide Action Plan 
for Extended Producer Responsibility. 

d) Clarifies legal precedence of ISWRMP over existing agreements in the ‘Governance, 
Roles and Responsibilities’ section. 

e) Adds a requirements for Metro Vancouver to work with the province to map and 
catalogue private and public landfills in the region under the ‘Approved Facilities’ 
section.

f) Establishes scope and process for inclusion of new facilities in the plan in the ‘New 
Facilities’ section. 

g) Includes language to allow the Ministry of Environment to vary waste flow provisions to 
accommodate waste management requirements of other regional districts in the ‘New 
Facilities’ section. 
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h) Establishes flow control provisions to allow waste to be managed locally.  In this context, 
Metro Vancouver will maintain management control of regional disposal facilities, and 
will maintain the ability to implement a split fee bylaw and other measures to reduce the 
flow of waste to unauthorized facilities (‘New Facilities’ section). 

i) Adds language to avoid the overbuilding of waste-to-energy facilities and undermining 
Goals 1 and 2, as well as language concerning waste flows to the ‘New Facilities’ 
section.

3. B.  Goals, Strategies, Actions and Measures – Goal 1: Minimize Waste Generation, and 
Goal 2:  Maximize Reuse, Recycling and Material Recovery 

a) Adds a strong advocacy role for Metro Vancouver to encourage senior governments to 
prohibit non-recyclable materials and products; incorporate design-for-environment/best 
management principles in extended producer responsibility (EPR) programs, and 
identifies need for involvement of regional and local governments in future EPR 
programs.  Also, additional language to strengthen management of EPR material 
handling.

b) Measures to address communication barriers created by multiple languages. 

c) Develop a national zero waste marketing council to help create national impact. 

d) Expand disposal ban enforcement. 

e) Add language to determine and implement an appropriate level of consistency among 
municipalities for waste and recycling collection services. 

f) Add economic instruments to promote recycling. 

g) Develop the model of Eco-Centres to include numerous, small-scale, one-stop drop 
centres for recycling and small quantity drop-off disposal. 

h) Adds new language to establish a system for monitoring organics processing facilities, 
including bioaerosols. 

i) Adds a schedule for implementing organics collection from single-family (2012), multi-
family (2015) and the ICI sector (2015).  Add a disposal ban on organics in 2015. 

j) Adds expanded initiatives for wood diversion, including a hierarchy for highest and best 
use of wood, including bylaws and disposal bans.  Requests the provincial government to 
expand opportunities for reuse of wood in building codes. 

k) Request that the provincial government modify the BC Building Code to require that 
space be provided for recycling in multi-family residential and commercial buildings. 
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l) Adds a strategy to develop contingency plans for the loss of recycling markets. 

m) Establishes a new advisory body – the Integrated Utility Management Advisory 
Committee to advise the region on perspectives of integrated planning and resource 
recovery across utility systems. 

4. B.  Goals, Strategies, Actions and Measures – Goal 3: 
Recover Energy from the Waste Stream After Material Recycling 

a) Identifies minimum efficiency requirements for waste-to-energy facilities. 

b) Allows for progressive shutdown of the Burnaby facility as waste flows decline as a 
measure to not undermine waste diversion targets. 

c) Adds language to clarify the meaning of waste-to-energy and commitment to transparent 
evaluation.

d) Strengthens the commitment to achieving highest environmental performance standards 
for waste-to-energy facilities.  Includes penalties for any violations of performance 
criteria.

e) Amended language to include a commitment to human health risk assessment for waste-
to-energy facilities (in addition to environmental impact assessment). 

5. B.  Goals, Strategies, Actions and Measures – Goal 4:  Dispose of All Remaining Waste 
in Landfill, after Material Recycling and Energy Recovery 

a) New language to work toward reducing the quantity of waste going to the Vancouver 
Landfill to a maximum of 100,000 tonnes annually.  Evaluate alternatives to expand 
waste-to-energy should this established reduction not be achieved. 
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