
Schedule 2 to the Minutes of the 
Planning Committee meeting of 
Richmond City Council held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020. 

City of 
Richmond 

ON TABLE ITEM 
Date: M~, f;ffio 
Meeting: 
Item: ::tf g.. 

Memorandum 
Corporate Administration 

City Clerk's Office 

To: Mayor and Councillors Date: March 3, 2020 

From: Claudia Jesson File: 12-8000-01/2020-Vol 01 
Director, City Clerk's Office 

Re: Update on Petitions received regarding the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy 

Attached please find a detailed summary and one copy of each of the signed petition forms/letters 
received to date (as of 2:00 pm) in opposition to Item #7 - Education, Dormitory and Child Care 
Uses in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area and for Sites in the Agricultural Land Reserve for 
Planning Committee on Tuesday, March 3, 2020. 

Date Received: Petition from: Page# Number 
received: 

February 28, 2020 Lingyen Mountain Temple 1 1529 
March 2, 2020 Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association 14 651 
March 2, 2020 St. Joseph The Worker 17 797 
March 2, 2020 St. Paul Parish Roman Catholic Church 20 1455 
March 2, 2020 Richmond Residents 22 1446 
March 2, 2020 Canadian Martyrs Catholic Church 25 832 
March 2, 2020 St. Monica Parish & Eastern Catholic Church 27 536 

March 3, 2020 Total Submissions received 7246 

The original petitions are in the City Clerk's Office and available for viewing at your convenience. 

Lftfl!tf/tf))O/t#z/\_ 
Claudia JessVn 
Director, City Clerk's Office 

ec: George Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Joe Erceg, General Manager, Planning and Development 
Wayne Craig, Director, Development 
Barry Konkin, Director, Policy Planning 
Kevin Eng, Planner 2 
Tony Capuccinello lraci, City Solicitor and Senior Director, Legal and Legislative Services 

6423575 
~mond 



Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 1,529 Petitions in total on Friday, February 
28, 2020 from Lingyen Mountain Temple 

Attached: 
7 letters 
1 form letter. 1,522 Received 

6417857 



Date: II+ - 0 2 - 2 o 2.-D 

Dear Mayor and Councillors of the City of Richmond, 

I, JOS\.t YV\ Jl'()j , '(\A. , a resident of Richmond, B.C., am strongly opposed to 

. the removal of "school use" from the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy. The No 5. Road Backlands 

Policy must continue to include "school use" as traditionally defined as daycare and kindergarten 

through grade 12. The proposed changes will negatively affect Lingyen Mountain Temple and 

other religious institutions on No. 5 Road, many of which are planning to establish religious 

schools. Lingyen Mountain Temple is a non-profit religious organization looking to fill the unmet 

need of a Buddhist school in the city. The proposed changes will have a detrimental impact on 

our efforts and those of other religious organizations. 

Address: 

Phone: 
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February 14, 2020 

tt 
Dear lVfayor and Councillors of the City of Richmond, 0 f\E.CE.N€.0 f<«." 

;t;-y 0 
I, Lhven Zhang, a resident of Richmond, B.C., strongly oppose the removal of "s W!<o 
from the No.5 Road Backlands Policy. This proposed change will have a detrimental hnpact 
on our efforts and those of other religious organizations. This letter will provide reasons why 
we strongly oppose the removal of "school use" from the No. 5 Road Back lands Policy. 

1. \Vorshipping alone cannot raise individuals to a full character~ 
same time. 

The proposed changes will negatively atTect Lingyen Mountain Temple, a non-profit religious 
organization, and other religious institutions, many of which are planning to establish religious 
schools. Based on research, religious schools benefit ymmg children in the tbllowing 4 ways: 

1) Everyday Exposure for an ultimate learning experience 
Once-per-week religious education classes cannot offer the education young 
children will have in the everyday exposure by attending a religious school. 
Academics intertwining with religious teachings and vice versa, will give young 
children a unique and strong tmderstanding of his or her taith. 

2) A Strong Sense of Community 
Students attending a taith-based school will have religion as a fmmdation for 
friendship building. Parents will also be able to build treasured friendships with 
tellmv parents with the possibility of forming litelong bonds. Parental involvement 
in the school and community-building cannot be emphasized enough in the healthy 
growth of children. 

3) Stability 
Religious schools provide stability that other schools cannot. Being arotmd like
minded individuals allows students to feel comfortable and secure in their school 
environment, almost like a tamily. The comfort and care offered by religious school 
are indeed priceless. 

4) High Quality Academics 
Religious schools often offer higher quality academics than public schools with 
smaller class-size allowing more discussion and personal attention Many religious 
institutions continue to be recognized for their academics by publications that 
produce rankings, such as U.S. News & World Report, The Princeton Review, and 
Forbes. Religious schools will also give students the freedom to celebrate their 
spiritual life without the fear ofbeing judged like in other schools. 

As illustrated above, religious education can provide advantages well beyond a strong sense of 
taith Highly rated general academics, a commtmity of friends, teachers and clergy with the 
same moral base, and a stable environment in \Vhich to learn, grow and thrive all make for a 
positive and inspiring school experience. 

2. A land to be better culHvated. 



Based on statistics from City of Richmond, approximately 4,993 ha of Richmond's land base 
(39%) of the city, invithin the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) but only 3,122 ha, 65%, is 
±armed by 189 farms. The outlook of the land has remained relatively stable in the last30 years. 
From an economic perspective, a low turnover rate on the stock market could signal a \vorthless 
company. In order to realize and maximize the potentials of our land, without intertering the 
regular business that it serves, a religious school could be a resolution for a mutually beneficial 
situation 

Last but not least, Lingyen Mmmtain Temple is a non-prot1t religious organization looking to 
1111 the unmet need of a Buddhist school in Canada. This would be a milestone to exhibit city 
Richmond, as well as the colmtry's generosity and inclusiveness to embrace a multicultural 
society based on the ideo logy of liberalism, egalitarianism, love, and respect. 

Address: 8-9051, Bhmdell Road, Richmond, B.C. 

Phone: (778) 297-9930 

Signature: 07-
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February 18,2020 

SQ Zhang 
8031 Colonial Drive, 
Richmond BC, V7C 5B7 

Dear mayor and councilors of the city of Richmond: 

I am a resident of Richmond, Every Sunday I sent my son to Sunday School of Lin Yen Mountain Temple 

Canada in order to get Buddha words of wisdom and hope my son to grow up with compassion and love 

for the peaceful world and in the peaceful world. 

And as for many families' earnest expectations, Lin Yen Mountain Temple has planned to set up a 

private school for elementary and high school in 2020, named Lin Yen Buddhist Academy, which is near 

by the temple in No.5 road. Parents are excited for the good news. 

But recently It was heard that the No.5 Road Backlands Policy will remove 'school use'. I am wondering 

whether this policy will effect on the setting-up of the academy? If the academy has to be cancelled, I 

will feel so sad and I think many families feel the same. 

Lin Yen Mountain Temple has been helping people in the spirit level by using Buddha's teaching to get 

an insight into suffering, the end of suffering and get happiness for the past 20 years, and the future 

academy also aims to help the next generation to be open, compassion and server for more people, 

which has contributed and will contribute to our society a lot to protect the peace and resolve the 

conflictions. 

Lin Yen Mountain Temple is a non-profit organization, if the land can't be for school use, it is difficult to 

find a place and It will cost a lot to set up a school in Richmond. As you know, the land price is so high in 

Richmond. 

I hope that the backlands could be used for religious school purpose and help our society happier. 

Thank all of you for the helping .. 

Sincerely, 

SQ Zhang 



February 18,2020 

Andrew Liu 
8031 Colonial Drive, 
Richmond BC, V7C SB7 

Dear mayor and councilors of the city of Richmond: 

I am a resident of Richmond, I sent my son to Sunday School of Lin Yen Mountain Temple Canada in 

order to get wisdom words and hope my son to grow up with compassion and love to contribute to the 

society. 

Recently I heard that the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy will remove 'school use'. While Lin Yen Mountain 

Temple has planned to set up a private school for elementary and high school in 2020, named Lin Yen 

Buddhist Academy by using the temple's land. Lin Yen Mountain Temple is a non-profit organization, if 

the land can't be for school use, it is difficult to find a place and It will cost a lot to set up a school in 

Richmond. As you know, the land price is so high. 

Lin Yen Mountain Temple has been helping people in the spirit level by using Buddha's teaching to get 

an insight into suffering and get happiness for the past 20 years, and the future academy also aims to 

help the next generation to be open, compassion and server for more people, which increases the 

verities of culture. 

So, I hope that the backlands could be used for religious school purpose and help our society happier. 

Thank all of you for the helping. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Liu ;(,t' \A 



Date: Feb. 22, 2020 

Re: No. 5 Road Backland - Land Usage motion to modify 

Dear Mayor and Councillors of the City of Richmond, 

I, Clara Jones, age 12, am a Richmond resident currently attending James 
McKinney School. I would like to quote the Canadian Constitution upfront, 
specifically, the Charter: 

the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 1982 (section 29) recognizes 
specific rights of denominational (religious), separate or dissentient schools. 

Therefore, I strongly oppose 

the proposed removal of "school use" from the No. 5 Road Backlands. Because by 

modifying the existing land use, my Constitutional right to seek alternative 

education is negatively affected. There are hundreds peers like me now, and there 

are many more further down the years. I have been attending Lingyen Mountain 

Sunday school for years and this weekly practice allows me to stay true to my 

ancestral root and culture. As a person who.has learned many things about my own 

culture through the studies at Lingyen Mountain Temple, I feel that it is also partly 

my responsibillity to ensure that the education also reaches the younger kids and 

teach them about our own culture and religion. As a loyal Richmond resident, I also 

view that family values and cultural diversity are the BACKBONES of the city of 

Richmond. By modifying current land use, un-necessary shadow is cast over this 

harmonious and diversified section of the City. 

The proposed changes will negatively affect Lingyen Mountain Temple and 

other religious institutions on No. 5 Road, many of which are planning to establish 

religious schools. Lingyen Mountain Temple is a non-profit religious organization 

looking to fill the unmet need of a Buddhist school in the city. The proposed 

changes will have a detrimental impact on our efforts and those of other religious 

organizations. 



I, and my family, relatives and neighbors, respectfully to urge the C:oncil to 

keep the No 5. Road Backlands usage, and allow it to include "school use" as 

traditionally defined for daycare and kindergarten through grade 12. 

The undersigned understand and agree with the content of my letter, and by 

providing contact information and/or signing below, show their support to my 

advocacy. Dear Council, I thank you for your time to review my request, and re

consider the motion to change the pre-established land use. 

Address: #3-5280 Williams Road Richmond 

Phone: 604-330-6668 

•• Signature:_.::.~ .. " ~ 1, (Clara Jones) 4 ht" St ~ha•~other Shi S. Zhong) 

~ (Grandmother Jian ~i :Yuan) - same address 

--?:k-+-\__,?!f' .... · :::__, _"' ___ (GrandfatherYan song Zhong) - same address 

----=--~- (Aunt Arica Zhong) - same address 
'· 

---.S'::7""'-t'-uWl<-uo.iJ!v'----""'Z........_. _(Uncle Simon H. Zhong)- same address 

(Neighbor Taylor Wang) - #5 5280 Williams Road 

(Neighbor Terry Wang) - #5 5280 Williams Road 

(Family friend Zhenbao Guo) #11531 Williams Road. Richmond. 

(Guiqing Wang) #'i 1531 Williams Road. Richmond 

(Family friend Terry Guo with Wife) #11531 Williams Road. Richmond 
~ . 

(Family friend Erik Yan & Wife) 9080 Desmond Road. Richmond 

(Family friend Jiali Lin) #2x8 8451 Westminster Hwy 

(Family friend Wei Zuo) #2x8 8451 Westminster Hwy 



Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 651 Signatures in total on Monday, March 
2, 2020 from Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist 
Association 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 651 Signatures. 

6417857 



PETITION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS OF 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

WHEREAS the City of Richmond has proposed changes to the Backlands Policy 

Zoning Bylaws to restrict education, dormitory and child care uses along No.5 

Road; 

AND WHEREAS the proposed bylaw changes will prevent the 

Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association from constructing an addition to 

the existing dormitory building at the Dharma Drum temple at 8240 No.5 Road; 

AND WHEREAS this addition is urgently needed because the temple needs more 

space for its resident monastics; 

AND WHEREAS these changes will unfairly affect many other religious institutions 

along No.5 Road; 

THEREFORE, we the undersigned, petition the City of Richmond to withdraw 

these bylaw changes. 

Enclosed in the packet are ~ ~ f signed petitions in a total of 

~1 pages. 

·FRo~V\ -; \)l-t(W!V1A DRutv'\ tvtou~\\-u\1./\f BL)\)J>H.lsr (~s:_s:ocrATlo~ 

~ :).L{:-o !._j 0, s- R.DA-r> R:LQ-( tV\oN \\) 
1 
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9 

PETITION TO THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

WHEREAS the City of Richmond has proposed changes to the Backlands Policy Zoning Bylaws to restrict education, 
dormitory and child care uses along No. 5 Road; 

AND WHEREAS the proposed bylaw changes will prevent the Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association 
from constructing an addition to the existing dormitory building at the Dharma Drum temple at 8240 No. 5 Road; 

AND WHEREAS this addition is urgently needed because the temple needs more space for its resident monastics; 

AND WHEREAS these changes will unfairly affect many other religious institutions along No.5 Road; 

THEREFORE, we the undersigned, petition the City of Richmond to withdraw these bylaw changes • 

13o- 6-3 (( Ced.a.·b-rtcl:;e Wety 

R1e-h m-o:n.i. 

. 6 () f/) 
)--}-~ J . .f-(_·+---"---
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Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 797 Signatures in total on Monday, March 
2, 2020 from St. Joseph The Worker 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 797 Signatures. 

6417857 



February 23rd, 2020 · 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver, 
4885 St. John Paul II Way, 
Vancouver, BC VSZ OG3 

Attn: Sean O'Brien 

Re: Petition from the General Public in support of the No~ 5 Road of the 

HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN Religious OrganizCltion members. 

Enclosed please find the petition from St. Joseph the Worker Paris~ with 797 

signed signatures from parishioners. 

St. Joseph the Worker Parish 



We, the undersigned, are strongly opposed to any proposed changes to the existing Backlands Policy Zoning 
Bylaws to restrict Religious School Use & Expansion along No.5 Road also known as HiGHWAY TO HEAVEN. 
The proposed zoning bylaws changes will affect the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver from developing 
a religious school on the land it owns on No.5 Road Backlands; and will also affect the Development & Expansion 
of existing Religious Schools on No. 5 Road Highway To Heaven members: Richmond Jewish Day School, 
Az-Zahraa Islamic Academy, BC Muslim School, Richmond Christian School, and Cornerstone Christian Academy . 

. Address: 



Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 1455 Signatures in total on Monday, 
March 2, 2020 from St. Paul Parish Roman Catholic 
Church 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 1455 Signatures. 

6417857 



lc 

To: The Mayor and Councillors of The City of Richmond. 

Signed Petition from the General Public in support of the No. 5 R.oa:d HIGHWAY TO H A N Religious 
Organization members, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver, & Richmon R mcM~thiltii~rc es 
1) ST. MONICA PARISH -12011 Woodh~ad ~oad & No. 5 Road, 
2) ST. PAUL PARISH- 8251 St. Albans Road, o ~ 
3) ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH~ 4461 Williams Road, :.--;..)..- RECEIVED ~.$? 
4) CANADIAN MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH- 5171 Granville Avenue, C'l... o'V. 
5) RICHMOND EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCH- 8700 Raiiway Avenue. ERK'S 

We, the I.Jnder$igned, are strongly opposed to any proposed changes to the existing Backlands Policy Zoning 
Bylaws· to restrict Religious School· Use & Expansion along No.5 Road also known as HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN. 
The proposed' :zoning bylaws changes will affect the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver from dev~loping 
a religious school on the land it owns on No. 5 Road aacklands; and will also affect the Development & 
Expansion of existing Religious Schools on No. 5 Road Highway To Heaven members: Richmond Jewish Day 
School, Az-Zahraa Islamic Academy, BC Muslim School, Richmond Christian School, an(:l Cornerstone 
Christian Academy. 

No. Phone Number: 



Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 1446 Signatures in total on Monday, 
March 2, 2020 from Richmond Residents 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 1446 Signatures. 

6417857 



MayorandCouncillors 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

March 2 2020 

Dear Mayor Brodie & Councillors, 

Tom Leung <tomleung88@hotmail.com> 
Sunday, 1 March 2020 23:45 
MayorandCouncillors 
Re: Petition 'to reject the removal of "school use" from the No. 5 Road Backlands policy' 
To _reject_the_removal_of_scho-2020-03-02_06_37 .pdf 

-TO: MAYOR & EACH COUNCILLOR I FROM: CITY CLERK'S OFFICE 

Richmond City Council is considering a major policy change to disallow independent schools and child care facilities from 

being build on No. 5 Road. It is a threat to parents' freedom of choosing schools for their children according to their 

faith & values and is against by many people in the city. I therefore started a petition 'to reject the removal of "school 

use" form the No.5 Road Backlands policy as proposed by the City of Richmond' 

It is an online petition at https://www.citizengo.org/en/177248-reject-removal-school-use-no-5-road-backlands-policy

proposed-city-richmond begins on Feb 24 2020 and till Mar 2 2020 (actually mid-night on Feb 1 2020}, it collected a 

total of 1446 signatures and is attached for your review. We ask the City of Richmond NOT to consider any changes to 

the current No.5 Road Backlands Policy. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Leung 

Email: tomleung88@hotmail.com 

Phone: 604.808.0782 
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· Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 832 Signatures in total on Tuesday, March 
3, 2020 from Canadian Martyrs Catholic Church 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 832 Signatures. 

6417857 



To: The Mayor and Councillors of The City of Richmond. 

Signed Petition from the General Public in support of the No. 5 Road HIGHWAY TO HEAV 
Organization members, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver, & Richmond R.-..m'""'"' 
1) ST. MONICA PARISH -12011 Woodhead Road & No.5 Road, 
2) ST. PAUL PARISH- 8251 St. Albans Road, 
3) ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH- 4451 Williams Road, 

p 4) CANADIAN MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH- 5771 Granville Avenue, 
5) RICHMOND EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCH- 8700 Railway Avenue. 

C).~L. RECEIVED 
We, the undersigned, are strongly opposed to any proposed changes to the existing OKJ s Poll _ 
Bylaws to restrict Religious School Use & Expansion along No. 5 Road also known as HIG i! Q . 
The proposed zoning bylaws changes will affect the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver eloping 
a religious school on the land it owns on No. 5 Road Backlands; and will also affect the Development & Expansion 
of existing Religious Schools on No. 5 Road Highway To Heaven members: Richmond Jewish Day School, 
Az-Zahraa Islamic Academy, BC Muslim School, Rich'mond Christian School, and Cornerstone Christian Academy~ 

Phone Number! 

r~2L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~s----
0~~~~~~~~------------~~~~~~~--~~~ 
7~~~~~~----~~~~~~~=-~--~~~~~~--~~~~~ 



Planning Committee- March 3, 2020 

Correspondence 

Item #7- Education, Dormitory and Child Care Uses 
in the No. 5 Road Backlands Policy Area 

Received 536 Signatures in total on Tuesday, March 
3, 2020 from St. Monica Parish & Eastern Catholic 
Church 

Attached: 
1 Form letter. 536 Signatures. 

6417857 



To: 

Petitions From The General Public In Support Of The 
No. 5 Road - HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN Religious 
Organization Members, Schools, The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Vancouver, and The Richmond 
Roman Catholic Churches To Oppose Any No.5 Road 
Backlands Policy Zoning Bylaw Proposed Changes. 

Signed Petition From: 

The Richmond Roman Catholic Churches: 
Pages: Signed: 

1) Saint Monica Parish 20 x 25 = 500 

2) Saint Paul Parish 60 x 25 = 1,500 

3) Saint Joseph The Worker Parish 32 x 25 = 800 

4) Canadian Martyrs Catholic Church 34 x 25 = 850 

5) Richmond Eastern Catholic Church +1 x 25 = 25 
Total = 147 x 25 =3,675 

(Approximate Round-Up Numbers:+/- 25) 

, Total Pages: 147 

----------------------

Total People Signed: 147 pages X 25/ page= 3,675 



QY R\CH 
To: The Mayor and Councillors of The City of Richmond. ~..l.., OA.\E. 

Signed Petition from the General Public in support of the No. 5 Road HIGHWAY TO H A 'tli N Religious 
Organization membe,rs,•·tbe !={oman Catf1.91i.t}Arr;. hdippe.s~.ofVancouver, & Richman R an Cath~l~~ur e 

V1) ST. MONICA PA~tSH-'1~Q11 Woodh.;~~dRoaq & {'lq •. 5 Road, \'f\~\\ .1 • 
2) ST. PAUL PARISH- 8251 St. Albans Road, lJ.J 

\0 

3) ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH- 4451 Williams Road, \{'\SO $2 
4) CANADIAN MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH- 5771 Granville Avenue, C})' f\ECE.\ ~<i. 
5) RICHMOND EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCH- 8700 Railway Avenue. Y CLER\<.'~ 0 

We, the undersigned, are strongly opposed to any proposed changes to the existing Backlan s olicy Zoning 
Bylaws to restrict Religious School Use & Expansion along No. 5 Road also known as HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN. 
The proposed zoning bylaws changes will affect the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver from developing 
a religious school on the land it owns on No. 5 Road Backlands; and will also affect the Development & Expansion 
of existing Religious Schools on No. 5 Road Highway To Heaven members: Richmond ,Jewish Day School, 
Az-Zahraa Islamic Academy, BC Muslim School, Richmond Christian School, and Cornerstone Christian Academy. 

Phone Number: Signed: 


