
POrt development 
trumps BC agriculture: 
federal minister MacAulay 
Senior level of gov't has the right 
to ax dude BC farms from land reserve 
Storie~ by PETER MITHAM 

VANCOUVER-.f:..ower Mainland farmland could be 
sacrificed to ensure agri-food exports can move to market 
quickly and efficiently, federal agriculture minister 
Lawrence MacAulay told Country Life in BC. 

"We do not want to lose agricu!turai land but it's no 
qood prod:.;cir.n oro-ducts tr.at vcu can t 'r'Ove, either," 
\~ a:;;..ur::;-1 ~. ~~Sl.~ring a qt:~stiz.::n f:ro-m Co~.onrry Life in 
BC fcli'O'•"~~ln-g a presentat~on to Greate r Vancouver Board of 
Trade. members on September 12. "So it's one way or the 
other- the port in Vancouver has to be efficient to move 
the products to market. The Asian market is a big market, 
only going to get larger, and we want to be there." 

MacA1,1Iay was in Vancouver as part of a tour of Western 
Canada that stretched from Saskatchewan grainfields to a 
craft brewery on 'vancouver Island. 

Opportunities to boost agri-food exports figured 
prominently in his West Coast itinerary, with an address to 
the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade and an 
endorsement of the new catalogue of export-ready agri
food products BC has published with funding from 

Schedule 1 to the Minutes of the 
General Purposes Committee 
meeting of Richmond City 
Council held on Monday, 
November 7, 2016. 

. Growin9-F0rward 2. ·---·-"t"fie port authority in October 201 5· that-. -· - - . ·- - --

But the thrust of his remarks focused on estimates port activities will require 
Vancouver's port facilities and the launch pad approximately 2,700 acres by 2030. The 
those provide for Asia-bound products. demand could cost Delta alone 1,500 acres of 

"We have to make sure that they can handle productive farmland, according to the Delta 
the products as fast as they possibly can and eas Farmers' Institute. 
efficiently as they possibly can," he said. 

MacAulay's comments ~on't sit well with 
municipalities such as Richmond or local 
farmland advocates who have challenged the 
Por:t of Vancouver's plans to tap local farmland 

· for port-related uses. 
Yet the port, as a federal entity, holds the 

trump card: while it has pledged to file 
exclusion applications to remove protected 
farmland from the province's Agricultural Land 
Reserve, it's under no obligation to do so as an 
arm of the senior level of government. 

"I don't think we would be bound [by the 
Agricultural Land Commission]," Robin 
Silvester, president and CEO of the port 
authority, said earlier this year. "We have 
supremacy." 

Site Economics Ltd. prepared a report for 

Agriculture is "almost meaningless" 

Silvester believes local agriculture is "almost 
meaningless" when it comes to local food 
security but that stance is at odds with 
MacAulay's message to the Greater Vancouver 
Board of Trade. 

Responding to a question from the audience 
regarding organic production, MacAulay said 
his job is to ensure farmers in Canada are 
capturing local markets before venturing into 
exports. 

/{There are products that we aren't 
producing enough of, and I want to help you 
produce those products so that you receive t he 
benefit, 11 he told his audience, which included 
very few farmers. /{My responsibility is to help 
you, and I want to do it." 



BC agri-food export growth 

has outpaced forestry and mining 
by PETER MITHAM 

VANCOUVER- With the 
province's agri-food exports 
surging, BC agriculture 
minister Norm Letnick 
unveiled a glossy new 
catalogue of export-ready 
agri-food products on the 
Vancouver waterfront on 
September 12. 

Accompanied by federal 
agriculture minister 
Lawrence MacAulay, Letnick 
said the publication aims to 
familiarize overseas buyers 
with the range of BC 
produ'cts available to them. 

The genesis of the project, 
which Letnlck described as a 
"labour of love," was his 
Inability during a trade 
mission in 2014 to name 
more than a couple of 
products buyers in China 
.could order then and there 
for local markets. 

China No.2 

China (including Hong 
Kong) is the second~biggest 
importer of BC agri-food 
products after the US, 
importing $406 million 
worth of products in 2015. 
Letnick said the catalogue 
will help expand the 
province's exports to China 
as well as countries around 
the Pacific Rim, including 
South Korea, India and 
elsewhere. 

BC exported $3.5 billion 
worth of agricultural 
products to 150 countries in 
2015, a 23% increase over 

2014. 
The growth of agri-food 

exports has been a bright 
spot in BC's international 
trade portfolio, outpacing 
traditionally strong sectors 
such as forestry and mining. 

Over 600 products 

Of the more than 600 
products Letnick said are 
available for export, the top 
five are farmed salmon ($411 
million), food for processing 
($294 million), blueberries 
($218 million), baked goods 
($159 million) and 
mushrooms ($131 million). 

The other $2.3 billion 
worth of exports includes a 
range of processed 
products, which represent 
the majority of offerings in 
the catalogue. 

Just 16 of the nearly 1 00 
companies featured in the 
catalogue are primary 
producers of meat, fruit and 
vegetables. Letnick couldn't 
pin a value to the 
contribution export markets 
make to farm gate receipts, 
which approached $3.1 
billion last year. 

However, Letnick said 
growing agri-food sales at 
home and abroad are 
putting more money into 
farmers' pockets. 

The province's agriculture 
sector enjoyed a net cash 
Income last year of $440 
million and even income 
after depreciation, was 
positive at $65.3 million 
after nine years of red ink. 

.· 
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-NAltJIAt -iAS :JURI6 ·16M:;."::- -=---=-:-
:AND'-.DAl AT ST!VESTON·{·- .· -
lnte·rnationo I Pipe Lin-~ Co • 

... G-as Holdin~s - on the Fentiman Farm 

June 10, 1932 
------------------~ 

Just south of Garry- Road;· Since then the comp~y has 
St_eveston·, and east of. the rail• 

. way, there stands· a· lltUe red . secured a screen ttne enough to 
- exclude·troublesome sand, this 

l>uU9Jni' !lb6~ six f.eef square cost from $8.00 to $9.00 a toot 
vihlc~~ lloilses soinethlnr'.of vast for a fourelnch ptpe, and beln~ 
P<ls.Sib1lities tor. ' Lulu Island capable of keeping out sand as 

' and surrounding;. district, the fine as the finest ].)epper. 
. :tUn. import of which w~l prob• 
. ably be determlned tbJ.s sum. It 1s believed that the next 
. mer. . move will be to try to control · 
· The llttlebulldi!lg'Si:~dsover the water which now f1lls the 

a drill hole sl!llk. 736 teet 1nta · : dr11l hole. . 
the earth whence nat~at· gas is The aas ~ pr_esent AQw~~ 
nfiht arid day flow'bli~ _ · hi$}? force its way up thro~~ _ ! 

For a Year the tlOw bas not . 730 feet ofw~ef,-_ Jt~s.b~lleved · 
ceased and while it haS supplied th~ If this water co~ ~e con• 
ftiel for one h'Ome for the year · , trolled so as ~o leave the hole 
- that of .Mr~ and Mrs. Fenti· '• clear. tbe gas wo'\}1\i come to 
man, Sil., on ·whose property. :the surtacutterriftc pressure. 

·. the well is .;. there 1s enough . In any C!l-58• whatever diUI.• 
: gas ~olng· to waSte to turntsh eulties are yet to be overcome . 
. baJ:f . ~ dozen other home~~ of~ before the well 1s commercially 

f1c1als state. . profitable to its owners, the 
UnUke the man,u,f~~urM ~as· 

1 

company itself seems to have 
such as is us.~ tn Y,!I,IW9UVer• _ unQ.II,unted faith 1n it. 
this burnJil without ildQio•: · ~ Already the company has 

. It. can be t\lr,ned -t() .a nefght . spent $17,000 on the Steveston 
.~Of a foot in the ·Stove:oi<heater . holdings, and is prepared to 
. ~UJ,'ners ' aDd burri :wittd~rr!fl.c : Spend more. 
i tieat, ap.d still there is not the If tnetl' hopes are reaUzed. 
· sUghtest smell. ·. . • ' the w~.wij1 supply vancouver • 

. Mr. and Mrs. Fenttman have other wells Will be sunk and 
. ftve burners installect, · includ• , Lulu Island 'may, wake up some 
· in.: the kitchen cook stove and day to find itself 3 riest of r:as 
· the. hot water- t~- Jieahr, and . ,hOles~ · ·· · : 
wheth'e~ lt burns· n~Iit arid day, 
C9Jltinuously o~ -not• ' is matter · 

.· ·Of s~~ mojtienti- te!f tiler~ is 

. no gas meter, att~~och&i· ~d the 
supply is apPii.reiltly \ulJimited~ 

Two year~ ··aro:the tll'St well . 
'?IBs sunk by tQts company. not 

· far from tl1e .s1te ot t11e present 
.l.Qcation, "a depth, of 850 feet 
: · emg; ireaclLea ~· · .tli~ ::u.me. 

T.h~ ~iit that g~.s'i1iw been 
struck so years ago on No. 1 
Roacl, bes!4e tlie Japanese }los• 
p~tal, led the company to ta.ke· 
a long c.hance and · drUl the 
pi:esent hole, and they were 
r&Ward_ed by an encouraglne 

. outpourilig. of rtas. 
The s@.Iid s()QQ f!lled 1n, and 

. the :flow di_d riOt~. l@.st. Then 
this second llole .. wii,S made, 
reaching· .the ·pre8ent\l;lepth of 
780 teet, which l'esuift:id in a 
bprst of water and" 'as just a 
year a,o tiUS month. 


