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Comments on Official Community Plan {OCP 2050) from the Richmond 
School Board 

This memorandum is to clarify and respond to a letter dated January 7, 2026 (received by the City 
on January 15, 2026), regarding the Official Community Plan (OCP 2050) from the Board of 
Richmond School District No. 38 (Attachment 1 ). 

Early and ongoing consultation with Richmond School staff was undertaken in accordance with 
Section 475 of the Local Government Act and Council Policy 5043 (Official Community Plan 
Bylaw Preparation Consultation Policy). The issues referenced in the letter are either resolved or 
already being discussed with staff at the School District. Responses provided below are organized 
in accordance with the attached letter from the Richmond School District. 

1) City Centre Planning Area School Uses within OCP and Proposed Land Use Map

All existing public schools are designated as "school" on the OCP 2050 Land Use Map. The School 
DistTict has raised questions regarding how future schools should be indicated on the map. A new 
school at 8671 Odlin Crescent is scheduled to open in September 2026. 1 Staff received a late 
request from the School District to change the designation of this site from "mixed employment" 
and "park" to "school". As noted in the staff report to Council, "Official Community Plan 2050 
Targeted Updated- Update to Land Use map, Housing Affordability Policies, Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas, and Regional Context Statement" dated November 19, 2025, from the Director, 
Policy Planning, staff are in the process of reviewing the request to amend the land use designation 
for the site, alongside a recent refe1rnl from the General Purposes Committee to investigate 
opportunities and implications associated with supporting mixed-use and rental housing in the area. 
Importantly, the site is zoned "Assembly", which allows school use, so the OCP land use 
designation will not affect School District operations. 

The City is aware of the need for a second school in the City Centre and staff will continue to assist 
accordingly. Concerning the designation of a school site within the Lansdowne Centre (Lansdowne 
Village) Special Precinct, the master land use plan tested the feasibility of accommodating an urban 
school in four locations on the site. The incremental phased redevelopment of the site means there 
are ongoing opportunities for the Richmond School District to secure a location for a school on the 
site. Further, the implementation strategy for development of the site was developed to 
accommodate a potential school. If the Richmond School Board and developer agree to move 
forward with a school, the site's OCP land use designation can be amended accordingly. Also, it is 

1 The site was recently purchased by the Richmond School Board. It was previously owned and operated by the Richmond School Board as Ebume
Elemental)' School, sold to private interests in the early 1980s, and operated as a private school, most recently as Pythagoras Academy. 
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