Schedule 1 to the Minutes of the
General Purposes Committee
meeting held Monday, March 18, 2013

Presentation to Richmond City Mayor and Council March 18th, 2013
by Kerry Starchuk and Ann Merdinyan

Good afternoon, Your Worship, Mayor Brodie, Councillors:- Thank you for giving us this opportunity to
submit this petition and make our presentation.

Our objective is to address the undercurrent of concerns circling our community with reference to the
abundance of commercial signs, publicly displayed, throughout Richmond that are lacking English or French.
Lately there has been a noticeable increase of ethnic advertising on leaflets, on buses and bus shelters, in real
estate pamphlets etc. We, the new ‘visible minorities’ are experiencing exclusion, an exclusion that is relevant
to ALL ethnic backgrounds unabile to read Asian characters.

For the past two years we have spent our precious time endeavouring to contribute to what MUST be
an inclusive society for Richmond to be “the most appealing, livable and well-managed community in
Canada”.

This five minute presentation is not directed at newcomers to Canada or the multitude of immigrants
who have discovered the secret of adjusting to a new and different life whilst maintaining their culture and
heritage language and who contribute to Canada in every way.

Canada has one of the largest intakes of immigrants in the world, and so far, has had a manageable
system of assisted integration in the form of multiculturalism. There has never been such an immense influx
of one culture concentrated in a single area. Percentage-wise Richmond has the highest per capita immigrant
intake of any city in Canada. Richmond is the only city in Canada to turn ‘visible minority’ on it’s head.

Initially we questioned ‘Is there a sign by-law regarding language on commercial signs, publicly dis-
played?’ In our research we found that for the past 17 years this complex challenge of language has gone
unresolved.

We approach you asking you to pass a by-law requiring English or French on commercial signs, pub-
licly displayed, along with the heritage language. We request a policy that is similar to the one utilized by the
Aberdeen Centre. A policy that all may follow, that is consistent, fair and workable. New businesses would
adopt it right away, established businesses would be given time to conform, say three years.

The vision of the Richmond Intercultural Advisory Committee for the past 10 years has been “for the
city to be the most welcoming, inclusive and harmonious community in Canada. Wonderful words, the most
beautiful sentiments.

Harmony is built on understanding - communication is the key.

For the sake of our grandchildren and those who are waiting in the wings to come to Richmond - we
MUST become a community inclusive of all peoples, a legacy to be proud of.

A 3 minute Power Point Presentation will follow.
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