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Twinned tunnel part of Victoria's long-term plan

The provincial government's long-term road-building plans include a
second mega-project on the scale of the $3-billion Gateway Program,
studies done for the Gateway plan show.

BY THE VANCOUVER SUN FEBRUARY 16, 2006

The provincial government's long-term road-building plans include a second mega-project on the scale
of the $3-billion Gateway Program, studies done for the Gateway plan show.

The second project would include twinning the George Massey Tunnel under the south arm of the
Fraser River between Richmond and Delta, expanding Highway 99 on both sides of the tunnel from
four lanes to six, and building a new four-fane expressway to connect Highway 99 with the Trans-

Canada Highway.
However, there are no immediate plans to build it.

The Gateway Program calls for the Port Mann Bridge over the Fraser to be twinned, widening of the
Trans-Canada Highway on both sides of the bridge and building new truck routes on both shores of the

- river,

The longer-term plan -- dubbed "the H99 project" by British transportation consultants Steer Davies
Gleave, who did the major studies for the Gateway plan -- "is still in the early stages of development for
possible future long-term implementation," their report notes.

The report -- not yet public but obtained by The Vancouver Sun -- says the H99 project is similar to the
Gateway plan "in that it assumes a widening of both the Fraser River crossing, in this case the new
bore next to the existing George Massey (Deas) Tunnel, and widening of a length of the existing
highway to both the north and south of the crossing.”

The project is on the back burner in part because it would put pressure on traffic bottlenecks to the
north, requiring expansion of the Oak Street and Knight Street bridges into Vancouver or a new bridge

into Burnaby.

Gateway Program executive director Mike Proudfoot said Wednesday the Highway 99 plan is one of
many proposals for the region.

"That would be part of our longer-term strategy," he said. "The Gateway Program corridors are the
priority ones."

The Steer Davies Gleave report is one of several "companion documents” to the Gateway plan. It is the
only major document not yet posted on the Gateway Program's website, Proudfoot said.
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Review - News briefs July 15, 2004

Province to spend millions on seismic upgrade for the
Massey Tunnel

Work will begin next month on ensuring the George Massey Tunnel
doesn't collapse In the event of an earthquake.

Kenaldan Contracting has been awarded the $22.2 million contract to
improve the tunnel's safety, reinforcing the structure in order to avoid
a collapse and reduce structural damage should the big one hit the
West Coast. The project is expected to wrap up in March 2006.

"These improvements are designed to make the tunnel safer in the
event of a major earthquake," Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon

said.

The upgrading work will include the tunnel's pumping system, pipes
and emergency power supply, which is designed to remove large
volumes of water in the event of flooding inside the tunnel.

The scope of the work also includes Rice Mill Road Bridge, which wiil
have its concrete surfaces repaired and cleaned, while deck joints will

be retrofitted.

New lights will also be installed in the tunnel.

Please send commants or questions about this site to webmaster@vourlibrary.ca
Copyright ® 1995-2004 Richmond Public Library. All Rights Reserved.
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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure

2008 TRANO0097-001880
Dec. 11, 2008

BUS LANE WILL SPEED TRANSIT COMMUTE ALONG HIGHWAY 99

RICHMOND - Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Kevin Falcon, along with Richmond East
MLA Linda Reid, officially broke ground today on the shoulder bus lane project along Highway 99 in
Richmond, which will eventually carry transit commuters from White Rock to the Canada Line.

“This dedicated bus lane will move transit riders past rush-hour congestion on one of the
busiest stretches of Highway 99 northbound,” said Falcon. “When we provide transit options like this
that are quicker and more convenient than the single-occupant vehicle, we’ll get people out of their
cars and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”

*Transportation infrastructure projects like this bus-only lane will give commuters more
reasons to take transit,” said Reid. “With this new bus lane, and the Canada Line’s estimated 100,000
riders daily, improved transit connections to and through Richmond will provide tremendous benefits

to our local economy.”

The shoulder of Highway 99 northbound from Westminster Highway to Bridgeport Road, a
distance of 2.8 km, will be widened to create a bus-only lane. Warning signals at on-ramps along the-
route will be automatically activated to provide priority for bus transit. The lane will be used by current
northbound transit service, and will also be used by RapidBus BC service, once in operation, to carry
commuters to the Canada Line’s Bridgeport Station.

“The new bus lane will offer superior travel time reliability for south of Fraser commuters
connecting to the Canada Line and we appreciate the province's initiative to move quickly on this
project,” said Tom Prendergast, CEO of TransLink. “There's no doubt that motorists will notice how
well the bus-only lanes help our highway coaches avoid the heavy traffic line-ups and we expect this is
going to entice quite a few more Vancouver-bound commuters onto transit."

RapidBus BC is a key pillar of the Provincial Transit Plan. Commuters riding RapidBus BC
will get high quality, point-to-point service with minimal stops along a number of high-profile
corridors in the Lower Mainland, including Highway 99 in both directions between White Rock and

Richmond.

~-more-
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