
To Richmond City Council 

Nov 18th, 2013 

Schedule 40 to the Minutes of the 
Counci l Meeting for Public 
Hearings held on Mond :'IY, 
November 18,2013. 

Re: Smart Centers: Walmart proposal for West Cambie area 

Smart Centers should be smart and propose the new store be a .. 

Walmart Neighbourhood store". These more compact stores are 

smaller and tailored to the communities they serve. There are now 286 

stores called .. Walmart Market" and they are about 40,000 sq ft as 

opposed to the approx 160,000 sq ft proposed by the proponent. 

The City of Richmond created the West Cambie Area plan as part of the 

Official Community plan for a reason, to create a sustainable 

community. The plan states" Under no circumstances should design 

teams consider this character area as being solely" highway -

orientated." Development along Alderbridge must be compact, urban 

form and meet high standards of site planning and urban design." 

A Big Box store does not serve the needs of the "Character Area" it 

draws shoppers from outside the area and even outside the city. West 

Cambie deserves a community mall like Terra Nova, Seafair, Ironwood, 

Blundell and Garden City malls. Normally Big Box stores are located in 

area's off the beaten track and along major highways not in new 

communities like West Cambie which are struggling to find their special 

identity. 

A perfect example of a smart plan is the new 33,000 sq ft "Walmart 

Neighbourhood Market" in Lake Oswego ,Oregon it opened to rave 

reviews and at the grand opening the store donated $10,000 dollars to 

local charities, this is the kind of neighbour West Cambie needs to be a 

Sustainable Character community. We should not sell this community 



short by allowing a development that will overshadow the community 

and change the character and livability of the area forever. 

In 2008 the City of Vancouver decided that the proposed Walmart for 

Marine drive was not a good fit and I suggest that it is not a good fit for 

this area of Richmond either. We do not need to draw more traffic into 

the Alexandra neighbourhood but should instead help the 

neighbourhood develop a character that the community can build on. 

I ask City Council to choose to follow the OCP and not allow more 

changes which would for a proposal like this, the choice is yours. This is 

a land use issue and how council votes will affect the unique character 

of the West Cambie neighbourhood. Richmond City Council has a 

responsibility to respond to the needs of the community and to listen 

to their concerns. I live in Ironwood and the original proposal for the 

mall was too big, and as a community we fought to lower the overall 

size of the mall, increase the parking and in the end the city was offered 

a library for $1 per year for 2S years as an incentive. Through a 

thoughtful process City Council and stakeholders came up with a better 

plan that was a success story that we can all be proud of . 

A Walmart Market would be a better fit for the west Cambie area and 

the extra space in the new mall would allow be a better variety of 

stores and potentially stores that will support our local economy and 

not purchase all their wares from China. 

I ask Council to once again show leadership and work with the 

community for a • Made i.I'I. Ri.ehllkOlII.d SoLutiol/\..· 

Thanks carol Day 



Walmart Market Stores, A better Fit for Richmond 

approx 40,000 square feet ,these stores cater to the neighbourhoods, 

WAL*MART' 
"IO e i <lhbo l'h ood I\1drlH~t 

Walmart 
Net9hbomood Mlf"," 

InIrocU:BI in 1998 as ... _' ........................ (some_ stillcallWiImaIt NeigI .... loood IIdeQ. warmartllildtets 
range arourw:t 40,000 squantfllllet (3.700 ~ wtIidI is <II quMer 01 .. size 01. IJpicalwamart &peI1C8I_ .. the United States. 
lto;;edlf, in many coootries, sear. 01 tis scaIe.auld be. 7 X 1_ ~sIoIes or .. cu • ......"ypennalkets. -wamart Markets 

eRlI*JY 80-100 employees and "1IICd 28,000 iIBms. 

Un_~ 
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Asol2008.flew....t~ ..... chainhlse·I-· ... ...,.....,smalerSodlan,.....i'I .. Uniladsa.s.Same 
01 these sbes in ~ .etatill!lf dose to exisl:mgw....t Supwi;e_ *"'=s; sudI ...... rpM$ .... Newoort News-
~ Cente! Point· Alibama;Mandevif!e. L9!.risiitna; Caoe Coral· FJori!:ja: Homewood-Alabama:: Sherwood· 
Arkansas; Plano. Texas ant NorfoIs. VII"Qinia. 

Aggiassiwe apansion 01 tis cIvision 
llispanic oriented wamart NeigItIortIood IIarbt opened in Hialeah florida in eady 2012, ~ a dosed CmJit City IocaIion.. it 

TheRt ift also some sbes opened inWiKu ..... and Beaverton_ Oreaon replacilg a...., c:bed Ashley Eumdure 
HomeStore,GI AnoIherslofe in BeIIewue. '.YaihioIglDl. opened in ......... 2012. tttAaJiilg" c*i K!n!n spece. A NeigttIorbood 
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NeigtltJootlOOCf Martet in SCMe 0 Ii ~IIiiL n.o new ... in BeIIevt.e.. fiE an:I Omaha. HE opened "-dI1. 2013.. 



AddIitMwIy, • Ioc2ion has __ announced for 1...eYII:9'M!, New yert iii ... """1ocIIion of. WaIdtIaumIe supermarket iii 

I..eviIkMn Mews (wNdt ClPII'*I on..." 10. 2013). 

AIIo. • new wamart Neighbcwhood IIarIcI!t apened ......,. 30, 2013 iii frIMIpart ..... ViIginia.)IsI. shod: ciIImce a.ay fn:m • 
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.lI!IigIibcwtIood market) setViiIg ... Pasadena. CaJifomia __ Plus w.m.t ....., aIWIDWII:ad WIll in "'1112013, the tnt 
NeiglllbowtiOOd Market in .... pam Somas. California .. " open in. 45.~""""""" CMned lor 21 years bJ 
Toys R Us.. 

GnIer. Sou&tI Qwoina .................. oper*Ig iii 2013 and cunenIIy under c::ons&IucIan.. AaadiI", to 1'- 0aIiIancf 

TtIuJe. sewer.tI W ..... ~ rnMr.ets have opaI8d in .. San Jose. California ...... iincUIiAg. 38..0Q0..squaIH00t 

lIoN .W \.'* Mal iii the ~section oflhec:ly .... opened In 0cI0ber 2012" ... iii......., 2013, . 41.000 ~ 
foot lIoN opened in the cIfs Dlergleet. disIrid just off Abom Roed. 

Prepared by Carol Day 


