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The Olympic Expo 2010–Richmond
Overview

For three weeks, Richmond’s architecturally distinctive and sustainable City Hall 

will be transformed into the Olympic Expo 2010–Richmond showcasing the 

art, history and culture of the Olympic Games.  

Making history as the fi rst exhibit of its kind in North America, this unique 

selection of priceless artefacts from the IOC Olympic Museum in Lausanne, 

Switzerland, rare coins and stamps from the IOC collection and an exciting and 

interactive program, tells the story of the Olympic movement.

From antiquity to present day, movie posters to mascots, technology to torches, 

the Olympic Games have been a potent inspiration for generations.  

Marvel at the progress that has been made in 

sporting equipment and gear.  

View the torches of every Olympic Games since 

1936 and feel the impact of the coveted medals.  

Recall the emotional impact and distinct cultures 

of Olympic Games ceremonies through costumes, 

props, posters, rare coins, stamps and other 

memorabilia that trace the history of the Games 

around the world.

Watch the emotional Olympic Games themed 

fi lms that convey the stories of personal goals and 

achievements.  
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In the animated Outdoor Plaza, the glass facade of the main hall will offer a glimpse of what’s inside, 
and entice visitors to enter. Those in queues will be kept entertained by jumbo screens showing Olympic 

activity and roving performers. Located at the main entrance to the O Zone, the Plaza overlooks the 
Ice Gate, a temporary ice installation by world renowned artist Gordon Halloran. 

ILLUSTRATION: LORI BROWN

Coverage of the Olympic Expo 2010–Richmond will be mandatory for 

the international media and will be a must-see for residents and visitors 

from around the world who will visit more than once to meet Olympians 

past and present and attend special events such as auctions and theme 

days.  

It will be a stunning backdrop for local and national performers.  

It will provide an opportunity for students of all ages to fully experience 

and understand the Games through school-based curriculum and 

interactive programming.  

And, the Expo will serve as a unique and refi ned hosting venue for the 

IOC, governments and businesses, from the IOC hosted opening reception 

to the closing celebrations.

ILLUSTRATION: LORI BROWNILLUSTRATION
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The Flame
This display of 17 Summer and 
15 Winter Olympic Games Torches 
comprises the emotional heart of 
the exhibition. The personal stories 
of Olympic Torch Relays and lighting 
ceremonies will ignite your heart too. 
The recently-completed Canadian 
Olympic Torch Relay route will be 
particularly highlighted.

Stamps, Coins and Pins
Collectors and non-collectors alike 
with be delighted by this exhibition 
of IOC Museum treasures: stamps, 
coins and pins from around the world. 
Don’t forget to strike your own coin 
to take home!

The Medals
Examine and admire precious medals 
from Winter and Summer Olympic 
Games — 128 medals in all — and 
re-live select athletes’ personal stories 
of triumph by listening to their 

individual oral histories. 

Sports
From hockey skates to bobsleighs, 
marvel at the evolution of winter 
sports gear over generations of 
athletes and equipment engineers. 
Through interactive components, 
experience the sensations of ski 
jumping and other thrilling winter 
competitions.

Key Elements of the Olympic Expo
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School Program
An opportunity for school classes to 

participate in and learn about the values, 

traditions and activities of the Olympic 

Games.

Theatre

Located in the elegant and comfortable 

Council Chambers, the 100-seat theatre style 

room lends itself to showing Olympic Games

themed fi lms from around the world as well 

as local and national entertainers.

Films of past opening and closing ceremonies 

and stories of champions celebrate the Olympic 

spirit symbolized by the athletes’ performance 

and performance and courage.

The City of Richmond’s Council Chambers will be an emotional space, screening fi lms that celebrate champions. 
Display cases with full sets of all Summer and Winter Olympic medals will also be housed nearby. 

ILLUSTRATION: LORI BROWN
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In the Torch room, visitors will also discover contemplative spaces to view rare collectors’ 
items a “jewel box” atmosphere. 

ILLUSTRATION: LORI BROWN
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