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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

1. Activities and Noteworthy files

2. Analysis of Crime Statistics

3. Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions

4. Auxiliary Constable Program

5. Block Watch

6. Community Police Stations and Programs
7. Crime Prevention Unit

8. Road Safety Unit

9. Victim Services

10. Youth Section

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #1 A Safe Community:

Maintain emphasis on community safety to ensure Richmond continues to be a safe
community.

Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Emergency Planning

On December 12, 2018, the Richmond RCMP issued a media release informing the public of the
breadth and scope of planning being done by the Detachment’s Emergency Planning Unit. These
activities include tabletop exercises and practical scenarios and involve the participation and
collaboration of various‘outside agencies. The Emergency Planning Unit is responsible for
preparing Detachment personnel to respond to critical emergencies including natural disasters
and human-induced emergencies. The Unit also collaborates with partners in the City’s
Emergency Programs and first responders.

Explosives Investigation

On December 14, 2018, Richmond RCMP members stopped a vehicle due to a minor traffic
violation. Upon approach, police noticed suspicious devices in the vehicle. The passenger fled
from the vehicle, while the driver, who is known to police, remained on the scene. The Lower
Mainland Explosive Disposal Unit was called to investigate and used robotic equipment to
search the designated area. No explosives were located and the incident remains under
investigation.
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Impaired Driving

On December 18, 2018, Bill C-46 came into effect across Canada. The corresponding
amendments introduced to the Criminal Code provide legislative authority for peace officers to
conduct mandatory alcohol screening of any motor vehicle operator in Canada regardless if there
is a suspicion of alcohol consumption. Richmond Detachment has been providing the appropriate
training and oversight to RCMP members to accommodate these changes.

Shooting

On December 21, 2018, Richmond RCMP responded to Lansdowne Centre after reports of a
shooting. The shooting occurred in the morning prior to the mall opening. A male was found
injured from gunshot wounds and was transported to hospital in serious condition. The incident
remains under investigation.

Analysis of Police Statistics

Arson

In December 2018, there were four incidents of arson, which is down two incidents from the
previous month and represents a 33 per cent increase from December 2017. The number of
arsons this month is within the five-year statistical average range.

Assault Serious (Assault with a Weapon)

There were seven assault serious events in December 2018, which is down one incident from the
previous month. The number of reported serious assaults this month is within the five-year
average range and represents a 13 per cent decline from December 2017. In 2018, there was a 20
per cent decline in the number of serious assaults compared to totals for 2017.

Auto Theft

There were 37 auto theft incidents this month, which is a 42 per cent increase from November
2018 and represents a 37 per cent increase from December 2017. Although the number of auto
thefts was elevated in the last few months of 2018, the yearly total for 2018 indicated a two per
cent reduction compared to 2017. The recent arrest and disruption of a property crime group
could assist in decreasing the number of auto thefts in the following months.

Drugs

In December 2018, there were 29 drug incidents, which is a 45 per cent increase from the
previous month. This number represents a 24 per cent reduction from December 2017 and is
significantly below the five-year average range. In 2018, drug offences declined by 18 per cent
compared to 2017.

The significant reduction in drug incidents observed this year is closely tied to the decline in
cannabis related offences, which coincides with cannabis legalization on October 17, 2018.
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Mental Health

There were 145 mental health incidents in December 2018, which represents a 22 per cent
increase from November 2018 and a 17 per cent increase from December 2017. The number of
mental health incidents this month is outside of the five-year average range. In 2018 there was a
six per cent increase in mental health-related files compared to the previous year. Files have been
reviewed and no patterns or trends have been identified.

Richmond Detachment maintains a strong commitment to addressing vulnerable persons in the
community and significant initiatives are being developed for implementation in 2019.

Residential Break and Enter

There were 101 break and enters to residences in December 2018, which is a 15 per cent increase
from the previous month and represents a 44 per cent increase from December 2017. The total
this month is within the five-year expected range. The number of residential break and enters in
2018 was 25 per cent higher than the reported number in 2017.

The Detachment has realigned additional resources to combat property crime. Persons/groups of
interest have been identified through criminal analysis, which has resulted in targeted
enforcement and arrests.

Commercial Break and Enter

- In December 2018, there were 46 break and enters to businesses, which is represents an increase
of 59 per cent from November 2018. This number represents a two per cent increase from
December 2017. The number of commercial break and enters this month is within the five-year
expected range and the total for 2018 indicates there has been a four per cent decline from the
previous year.

Robbery

There were seven robbery incidents in December 2018, which is up five incidents from the
previous month and up two incidents from December 2017. This number is within the five-year
average range. The number of robberies in 2018 represented no change from the total reported in
2017.

Sexual Offences

There were 12 sexual offence files in December 2018, which represents no change from the
previous month. The number of sexual offences this month marks a 33 per cent increase from
December 2017. This month’s total is outside of the five-year average range.

The number of reported sexual offences in 2018 increased by 26 per cent compared to 2017. This

increase is due to high numbers reported in January 2018 and April 2018. No patterns or trends
have been identified.
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Crime Prevention Unit

The Crime Prevention Unit reduces crime and enhances community engagement through public
awareness and dialogue initiatives. During the month of December, the Crime Prevention Unit
participated in the following events/activities:

e Broodmoor Patrols e Hot Spot Patrols
e Break and Enter Outreach e School Sports Events
e Crime Prevention through e Vulnerable Institution Patrols

Environmental Design

Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions and public education programs. The
following statistics compare December 2018 data to both October 2018 and November 2018.

Violation Tickets were issued for the following infractions:

Table 1: Violation Tickets Issued

Infraction October 2018 | November 2018 | December 2018
Distracted Driving 43 53 38
Driver License 196 205 234
Impaired 22 38 38
Intersection offences 132 116 98
Moving Violations® 201 151 222
Speeding 275 264 235
Seatbelts 10 8 17
Vehicle Related® 65 57 89
Other’ 19 9 22
Total 963 901 993

Parking Tickets:
Table 2: Parking Tickets Issued
Oct Nov Dec
Name Act Example 2018 2018 2018
Parking | Municipal Bylaw | Municipal parking offences 9 31 0

Victim Services

In December 2018, Richmond RCMP Victim Services attended to 63 new clients and attended
11 crime/trauma scenes after hours. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 171

3 Moving violations refers to unsafe lane change and unsafe passing.
6 Vehicle related refers to vehicle defects, for example no lights and no insurance.
7 Other refers to miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of an accident and failing to stop for police.
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