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Staff Report
Origin

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

1. Activities and Noteworthy Files

2. Analysis of Police Statistics

3. Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions
4. Auxiliary Program

5. Block Watch

6. Community Police Station Programs
7. Crime Prevention Unit

8. Road Safety Unit

9. Victim Services

10. Youth Section

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #1 A Safe and Resilient City:

Enhance and protect the safety and well-being of Richmond.
Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Shots Fired

On February 1, 2021, Richmond RCMP officers responded to reports of multiple gunshots in the
22300 block of Chaldecott Drive. The occupants of two vehicles exchanged gunfire and fled the
scene at a high rate of speed. No injuries were reported in connection with the shooting. The
incident remains under investigation.

Pedestrian Struck

On February 4, 2021, Richmond RCMP officers responded to a vehicle collision involving a
pedestrian near the intersection of Railway Avenue and Lancing Road. The driver of the vehicle
remained at the scene and was cooperative with police. The pedestrian was transported to
hospital with serious injuries. The incident is under investigation. Police have identified poor
visibility and weather as factors in the collision.

Accidental Death

On February 11, 2021, the Richmond RCMP issued a media release advising that a man had
succumbed to injuries relating to a fall in the 11700 block of River Road. The Richmond RCMP
were contacted by the BC Coroners Service requesting clarification on the circumstances of the
incident. The Richmond RCMP Serious Crime Unit is investigating.
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Personating a Peace Officer

On February 15, 2021, the Richmond RCMP issued a media releasing advising that charges had
been laid in connection with a man who posed as a peace officer at a Richmond residence on
January 29, 2021. The suspect faces one count of Personating a Peace Officer and one count of
Carrying a Concealed Weapon. The Richmond RCMP Serious Crime Unit is investigating.

Analysis of Police Statistics

Arson

In February 2021, there were two reported arsons, which is down five incidents from the
previous month and down three incidents from February 2020. No patterns or trends have been
identified. After two consecutive months of elevated numbers, this month the number of arsons
returned to within the expected range.

Assault Serious (Assault with a Weapon)

There were 10 assault serious events in February 2021, which is down six incidents from the
previous month and up three incidents from February 2020. No patterns or trends have been
identified. The number of serious assaults this month is above the expected range.

Half of the incidents reported this month involved individuals who were known to each other.
One notable incident occurred at an unlicensed drinking establishment where police also issued
numerous Violation Tickets under the Emergency Program Act.

Auto Theft

In February 2021, there were 18 incidents of auto theft, which represents no change from the
previous month and is a five per cent reduction from February 2020. No patterns or trends have
been identified. The number of auto thefts this month is within the expected range.

Drugs

In February 2021, there were 33 drug files, which is down 20 per cent from the previous month
and down 50 per cent from February 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified. The
number of drug incidents this month is within the expected range.

Mental Health

There were 114 mental health-related incidents in February 2021, which is down eight per cent
from the previous month and down 34 per cent from February 2020. No patterns or trends have
been identified. The number of mental health-related incidents this month is within the expected
range.

There were 89 police apprehensions this month and the average hospital wait time was 72
minutes. Both of these statistics are within the expected range.
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Residential Break and Enter

There were 28 break and enters to residences in February 2021, which represents a 28 per cent
decrease from the previous month and a 53 per cent decrease from February 2020. No patterns or
trends have been identified. The number of residential break and enters this month is below the
expected range.

Commercial Break and Enter

In February 2021, there were 23 break and enters to businesses, which represents no change from
the previous month and is a 23 per cent reduction from February 2020. No patterns or trends
have been identified. The number of commercial break and enters this month is within the
expected range.

Robbery

There were six robbery incidents in February 2021, which is up one incident from the previous
month and down one incident from February 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified.
The number of robberies this month is within the expected range.

Sexual Offences

In February 2021, there were 20 sexual offence files, which represents a 33 per cent increase
from the previous month and is more than double the number reported in February 2020. No
patterns or trends have been identified. The number of sexual offences this month is above the
expected range.

Of the files this month, 20 per cent relate to referrals received from the BC Integrated Child
Exploitation Unit. While the referrals were received this month, the incidents may have occurred
up to several months prior.

Shoplifting

There were 58 shoplifting thefts in February 2021, which are down 18 per cent from the previous
month and down 15 per cent from February 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified.
The number of reported shoplifting thefts this month is within the expected range.

Theft from Automobile

There were 122 theft from automobile incidents in February 2021, which is down nine per cent
from the previous month and down 21 per cent from February 2020. No patterns or trends have
been identified. The number of thefts from automobiles this month is below the expected range.

COVID-19 Statistics

Table 1 outlines the number of police calls for service related to COVID-19. In February 2021,
there were 51 COVID-19-related files. The majority of incidents were related to reports of social
gatherings and failure to wear masks. Police issued approximately 151 Violation Tickets this
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Community Police Station Programs

Community police stations enhance the Richmond RCMP Detachment’s policing services by
providing an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, all three community police stations have been closed to the public since
March 2020. Volunteer deployments resumed in June 2020, in accordance with the guidelines
established by RCMP “E” Division’s Crime Prevention Services; however, the scope of
volunteer activities has been limited. City staff and volunteers continue to pursue safety
initiatives to enhance crime prevention program awareness, community engagement and police
accessibility.

During the month of February volunteer highlights included:

February 2 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock Out Auto Crime and Stolen
Auto Recovery deployment at Richmond Centre and issued eight information letters.*
February 5 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock Out Auto Crime and Stolen
Auto Recovery deployment in Central Richmond and issued 33 information letters.
February 15 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock Out Auto Crime and
Stolen Auto Recovery deployment in the area of No. 5 Road and Cambie Road and
located a stolen vehicle with stolen license plates. A total of 12 information letters were
also issued during the deployment.

February 17 and 18 — 14 volunteers participated in mandatory COVID-19 safety training
in order to return to volunteer program activities.

February 19 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock Out Auto Crime and
Stolen Auto Recovery deployment in the area of Bridgeport Road and St. Edwards Road
and issued 27 information letters.

February 24 and 26 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with Lock Out Auto Crime and
Stolen Auto Recovery deployments in the area of Bridgeport Road and Gage Road and
issued 52 information letters.

4 Crime prevention notices have been temporarily replaced by information letters, which are mailed to registered
vehicle owners.
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Crime Prevention Unit

The Crime Prevention Unit reduces crime and enhances community engagement through public
awareness and education initiatives. During the month of February, the Crime Prevention Unit
participated in the following events/activities:

¢ Diversity & Inclusion Initiatives ¢ Road Safety Presentation

e Lock Out Auto Crime e Safe Place Program

e Foot Patrols e Volunteer COVID-19 Safety Training
Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions and public education programs. Table 2
compares statistics for February 2021 to both December 2020 and January 2021. Violation
Tickets were issued for the following infractions:

Table 2: Violation Tickets Issued

Infraction December 2020 | January 2021 | February 2021
Distracted Driving 122 82 105
Driver License 198 183 157
Impaired 35 26 24
Intersection Offences 55 57 54
Moving Infractions® 204 168 135
Speeding 289 320 272
Seatbelts 2 1 0
Vehicle Related’ 109 98 87
Other® 49 11 5
Total 1,063 946 839

Victim Services

In February 2021, Richmond RCMP Victim Services met with 58 new clients and attended five
crime/trauma scenes after hours. Victim Services reduced in-person client services in March
2020 and began offering services by phone but continue to attend some of the more serious calls
in-person. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 232 files. In February, Victim
Services responded to a number of cases involving medical-related sudden deaths, suicides, drug
overdoses and mental health issues.

¢ Moving infractions refers to unsafe lane change and unsafe passing.

7 Vehicle related refers to vehicle defects, for example no lights and no insurance.

8 Other refers to miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of an accident and failing to stop for
police.
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Attachment 2

FEBRUARY 2021 STATISTICS
RICHMOND RCMP

This chart identifies the monthly totals for founded Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic-related Criminal Code incidents. Based on
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) scoring, there are three categories: (1) Violent Crime, (2) Property Crime, and (3) Other Criminal Code. Within each
category, particular offence types are highlighted in this chart. In addition, monthly totals for Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) incidents
and MHA-related calls for service are included. Individual UCR codes are indicated below the specific crime type.

In 2019, changes were implemented regarding the collection of UCR data. The new standards provide much more stringent criteria to
classify a file as unfounded. As a result, there will be an increase in many crime statistics, and clearance rates will conversely decline. This creates
numerous challenges when comparing previous years' data. Full details on the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey are available at Statistics Canada:
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2018001/article/54973-eng.htm. For more information, contact Richmond Crime Analysts.

The 5 year average range data is based on activity within a single month over the past 5 years. If the current monthly total for an offence
is above the expected average range (using one standard deviation) due to crime trends, patterns, or spikes, it will be noted in red. If the current
monthly total for an offence is above the expected average range due to primarily non-operational reasons such as the new UCR standards or other
scoring issues, the total will be noted in purple. Below expected numbers will be noted in blue.

Month 5-Yr Avg 5-Yr Range Year to Date Totals

Feb-21 February 2020 2021 % Change # Change
VIGLENT CRIME 126 110.0 91-129 260 274 5% 14
(UCR 1000-Series Offences)

Robbery 6 6.0 1-11 10 11 10% 1

Assault Common as 41.2 34-49 105 93 -11% -12

Assault Serious 10 6.2 5-8 18 26 44% 8

Sexual Offences 20 8.6 7-10 25 35 40% 10
PROPERTY CRIME 492 636.6 588-686 1198 1025  -14% 173
(UCR 2000-Series Offences)

Business B&E 23 33.8 21-47 61 46 -25% -15

Residential B&E 28 65.4 53-78 106 67 37% -39

Auto Theft 18 21.8 16-27 54 36 -33% 18

Theft from Auto 122 183.0 161-205 345 256 26% -89

Theft 69 97.6 79-116 145 127 12% -18

Shoplifting 58 62.2 55-70 131 129 2% 2

Fraud 66 73.8 66-81 155 141 -9% -14
OTHER CRIMINAL CODE 201 167.2 150-185 356 414 16% 58
(UCR 3000-Series Offences)

Arson 2 2.0 0-4 7 9 29% 2
SUBTOTAL CC OFFENCES 819 913.8 865-963 1814 1715 -5% -99
(UCR 1000 to 3000 Series)

DRUGS 33 54.8 40-70 255 74 71% -181
(UCR 4000-Series Offences)
MHA RELATED CALLS 114 132.0 103-161 339 238 -30% -101

(MHA files or Mental Health flag)

Prepared by Richmond RCMP Crime Analysts. Data collected from PRIME on 2021-03-01. Published 2021-03-02. These data are operational and
subject to change. This document is not to be copied, reproduced, used in whole or part or disseminated to any other person or agency without the
consent of the originator(s).
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