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Re: Permissive Exemption (2013) Bylaw 8935 
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5,2012 - 2 -

Staff Report 

Origin 

Permissive exemptions are provided to various properties in accordance with "''-'vuv''''' and 
of Community Charter and Council 3561.01. exemption 

adopted by October 31 sl year to be effective for the following year. 

Analysis 

As indicated in Permissive Policy 
presented to Council on July 23rd

, 

receiving perrmSSlVe 
were conducted as a part of a 

for 2012. 

The visits resulted in a Council resolution to adopt Council Policy 1.01 to 

L by or to a party for 
activities or the operation day cares, pre-schools or out-of-school 

ISlLlH.uckl..l'-!'H and used for fund raising events which 
the funds are applied to organization. 

amendment religious groups to continue meeting requirements while 
providing needed services to the and to raise to help SUppOlt current 
operations. 

of minor corrections to exemption bylaw 
to their Those were moved from 
Schedule A to Schedule B of the 2013 Permissive Exemption 8935 ("Bylaw 893 and 
are listed in Appendix 1 "Schedule Changes", 

l. 

2. 

3612930 

in Appendix 1 and made to Bylaw 

was sold in 2011 but was 
property will not 

City no 
property was removed from Bylaw 8935. 

==='-'=-=~='-==-'=-===-"-"-==~'::::":::':=-=-L....:.-:='--"--':"':'==~=-=-'-=-"- - Historically, 
220(1 )(i) of the Charter 

stating an exemption is building was constructed January 1, 
but before April 1, 1974 and this is owned and exclusively without profit by a 

corporation to provide homes for elderly citizens". The permissive exemption 
further exempted any Palt property did not a statutory exemption. 
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September 5, 2012 - 3 -

Given the at 1 Minoru Blvd is vacant will be by the end 
of2012) it will not meet any currently available. n"r''''$>.,...." was removed 
from Bylaw 8935 and will be subject to 2013 property tax. 

4. ~~~~~~~~1.2:~~~'.!..!±.~~ - New relig10us property to Bylaw 

5. portion 611 Road 
occupied by Richmond Oval Corporation is exempt of property tax. Any part of this 
nf'/"\,1"I .. ,"'n leased to a party is subject to full property tax the tenant qualifies 
for an exemption under of the Community and Council Policy 1.01. 

Society is a non-profit an 
for 2013. 

During one of the site visits to various exempted propel1ies, Staff discovered a fully 
operational restaurant at 9160 Steveston Discussions were held with the Temple's 
administrator, Mr. Wan, as the property is for "assembly" use which does not allow for 
commercial restaurant s that portion of property not qualify tax 

Subsequent to our discussions, Mr. Wan provided a letter (Appendix 2) changes 
their restaurant operations into a donations based hal1. This will meet our LoU",'''H", 

bylaws since an eating area within a spiritual/social operated by a non-profit is a 
permitted use. proposed does not hall from property 
taxes. donation is a wishes to be food outside the lunch 

is a requirement for an of funds for the dimensions of that 
is deemed taxable and amended accordingly in 8935. 

fanning 
Warning were to the was 

not fully farmed or land was overgrown with the organizations contacted 
were able rectify the situation by the deadline provided or was able to provide staff with a 
written explanation situation. A copy of the IS in Appendix 3. 

In 201 by the Thrangu Monastery of a shed 
."' .. ,''"''''- at 8 No 5 pennissive 

was 
backlands. During site it was 
overgrown and 3 of the 6 had various crops 
greenhouses looked neglected and appeared 10 be a 

the letter 
made) Staff rp(,{\'rYltYIl" 

13 and a 

3612930 

upon subject to the monastery 
were 6 greenhouses the 

for harvesting. remalllmg 
facility for gardening and 

for the Thrangu 
exemption for 

remaining 3 greenhouses 

the 
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September 5, 2012 

Financial Impact 

Property tax exemptions impact City .LUL' .. UV',",v 

subject to taxation. This results in 
general taxpayers. 

Church properties represent the 
accounts for approximately $488,054 
properties exempted account for 
leased properties account for .,. .... ,,,"'''''' ... ·'''''1 

Conclusion 

Bylaw 8935 will provide tax 
policy. 

Ivy Wong 
Manager, Revenue 
(604-276-4046) 

IW:gjn 

3612930 

- 4 -

ass:es!;eo value of properties 
through tax increases to 

properties and 
2012. Non-City owned 
and City owned or 
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August 28, 2012 

of Richmond 
City 

Re: Property Tax Exemption of Dining Area 

Deal' Honourable Council LVH.IHU'VL 

For over thirty years, the Buddhist Temple has provided free vegetarian food to its membe!'s 
and guests on a regular basis. Free lunch is served betvleen 11 and 12:30pm, We have 
previously not received any comments the City of Richmond about our food 

Appendix 2 

Many of our devotees who come our lunch period are not able to eat vegetarian food at 
the Temple. To accommodate their needs, we began to offer food by request However, as 
providing this service required us to take on additional after our free lunch hours, 
sustaining such an operation would not be without requesting our members to make a 
contribution for covering food Ilnd labour costs. It was this time that we introduced a 

service with listed to our devotees. There were no <..NllLUI,"o;;.~ 

its main purpose was to provide a convenient and 
for our members after our free Junch service 

We are not a commercial restaurant operation. We only offel' vegetarian food to 
who come after our lunch period for their Within the Buddhlst Temple 
community, this is a very common but not all local temples have the same passion and 

to support such a service. Many Buddhist in Asia have implemented 
vp.(rP'rj~I"I~!n services within their temples with list Famous Buddhist sites such as the 

and Fa MonastelY in Hong Yu Fo Temple, An and Long 
U1 China all have areas with menu options provided to their 

members and visitors, 

In Buddhism, we teach and encourage people to stop slaughtering aui.rnals for food. As 
of Buddhism, we not observe but actively encourage others to 

it. a place for our members to enjoy healthy and 
after our free lunch we are out our 
ideals of the Buddhist Itrom It Buddhist viewpoint, the 
important place of worship for practicing the and philosophy. 
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restaurant operation and should continue to be 
been entitled to in the past. 

taxes as we have 

into account all points raised by Ivy Wong, 
discussions, we propose to make the following 

a restaurant service: 

and Cluis Tay in OUl' 

all doubts that we 

1) Remove all prices from our vegetarian food list. Food will no be served by 
payment. Instead, members and visitors will make 11 donation to the 
Buddhist Temple if they wish to be served food outside of our free lunch period. 

,2) Remove the cash register from the area. There will be no money 
exchanged for food. Donations will only be at our donation stations in the 
Main Hall or in specified donation boxes. 

3) When a donation is made l a lunch coupon will be nrlIV1Ci .. rI to tbe 
entitles him/her to vegetarian food. 

To reiterate, we have not been Gperating and do not intend to nn.~r5l'r ... 
There will be no exchange of money for food in the area. We 

and are open for limited lunch selVioo until3pm from H'P'I'''',''''''' 

'vll"'llJ;;'_" are made to completely remove all OUI' 

which 

now be provided by donation which will be used to maintain our ki1chen {\I"\".,."r,{\n and for 

charitable causes. 

As the single largest Buddh.ist Temple in Canada and a proud L'-''''!J'''''u.c 

Richmond's Point of Pride designation, we cherish 

philosophy and culture with the Canadian community, and 
continue supporting liS. 

U you bave any further questions about our proposal, 
2822 Ext. L 02 or at richie. wan@buddhisttemple..ca. If the 
can arrange for our legal counsel to speak with you. 

Yours in the Dharma, 

International Buddhist Society 

of 

clarification, we 

Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 
From: Lyle Weinstein [mailto: Iyleweinstein@yahoo.com] 
Sent: FridaYI PM 
To: Wong, Ivy 
Cc: 'Rabjor Dawa' 
Subject: 8140/8160 No. 5 

Dear Ms. Wong, 

The purpose of this letter is to 
5 Road, and some of the area 

behind leaving much of the farmland at 8160 No. 
filled with weeds. 

intermingled with large clumps of clay. 8140 was in better 
that we left it alone the first year, not even weeds would 

We do not ever 
an entire season of food for 
wild growth that we 
reclamation activities. The micro 
help avoid the need to ical 

Please do note that within our 
hazelnut tree starts (about 1.5 
dozen black currents. survived 
competition from the weeds, and more 

In addition, there are rows of multiple 

we,sas to grow to their full helght and depth this year, 
and deposit organic matter in both the clay and the 

to farming. On ongoing sequential flowering of 
to thrive. Indeed, there are many throughout the 

in the food waste 
current composting has enable 

of several of the greenhouses 
of our farm cycle each year in this way. 

that grow on the land as they sustain 
for pollination. However, we will suppress the 

at 8140 as part of our soil 
encourages natural predators to 

approximately 50 blueberry plants (4 varieties), 10 
kiwis, a 40 foot row of raspberry canes, about 2 

that they will flourish next year with less 
infiltrating 1he clay and sand. 

potatoes, peas, corn and other 
vegetables. For our first growing season in 
eggplant and cucumbers. As this is really the first 
are our test plantings to $ee what will grow in 

there are rows of tomatoes, hot peppers, 
growing season for the vegetable side, these 

quality of soil. 

If further information is required, 
traditionalist approach. It should 
time. 

Very truly yours, 

Lyle Weinstein 

3612\)30 

the time, and being open to our 
water usage, and sustainability over 
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City of 
Richmond Bylaw 8935 

Perm Exemption (2013) Bylaw No. 8935 

of the City of enacts as 

P ART ONE: RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES PERlV11SSIVE EXEMPTION 

1.2 

an exempt building set 
2013 year. 

an building set 
13 year. 

sho\VI1 on Schedule 
and are hereby 

and the 

the parcels of land 
on Schedule B are considered nec:essary 

AVA' ..... ""T from taxation 

1.3 Notwithstanding 1.1 and 1.2 of bylaw, no additional 
pursuant to Section 224(2)(f) will be granted to any parcel 
building is not the British Assessment 
220(1 )(h) of the Charter. 

PERMlSSIVE EXEMPTION 

2.1 to Section 224(2)(h) of the Community of the parcels 
surrounding set apart and use as an institution of and wholly in use 

the purpose of the instruction as equivalent to that funded in a 
"''''H'UU1, shown on C are hereby taxation 

2.2 exemption taxation pursuant to 
UVVbJ.va 224(2)(h) will to any land for "vhich an building is not 

by the British Columbia Assessment Authority pursuant to Section 220(1 )(1) 
Community Charter. 

2.3 to Section 
on Schedule D are exempt 

PART THREE: CHARITABLE AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES 

3.1 Pursuant to Section 
on Schedule E are 

3613068 

EXEMPTION 

of the Community 
from taxation 

the whole 
the 2013 year. 

parcels of land sho\VI1 
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Bylaw 8935 2 

3.2 Notwithstanding Section 3.1 bylaw, no additional from taxation pursuant to 
Section 3.1 this bylaw will be to any parcel which an associated building 

PW1T,tl"t1 by the British Columbia Assessment Authority pursuant to Section )(i) of 

3.3 
parcels 
2013 

,.,..7""'"' Charter. 

'-'''',",UUH 224(2)(j) the ""'vJJeUU .... "ULj' 

on Schedule F are ni"r'~r"T 
the 
the 

3.4 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(a) and 224(2)(k) of the Community Charter, the whole of the 
parcels land and improvements on Schedule G are exempt from for 
the 2013 

224(2)(a) 
mp:rm/errlentS shown on Uv,;. ............ ,,'" 

3.5 Pursuant to 
land and 
year. 

3.6 224(2)(i) of 
on Schedule I are 

3.7 Pursuant to 224 (2)(d) Community Charter, 
1""",\ .. r""'''1''\ ... ""nrc shown on Schedule J are hereby exempt from 

PART FOUR: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

4.1 Schedules A J inclusive, are attached hereto, 

or porti.ons of land 
the 2013 year. 

whole or portions 
for the 2013 

a of this bylaw. 

4.2 Pennissive rn",,,ro,., Bylaw 8793 is by repealed in its "ntu·pj'" 

4.3 This bylaw is cited as "Permissive Exemption (2013) Bylaw 

SECOND 

TI-IIRD READING 

ADOPTED 

fvlAYOR OFFICER 

3613068 

CITY Of 
RICHMOND 

APPROVED 
for conw"! by 

FIN - 75
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