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Staff Report 

Origin 

Permissive exemptions are provided to various properties in accordance with Sections 220 and 
224 of the Community Charter and Council Policy 3561.01. The exemption bylaw must be 
adopted by October 31st each year to be effective for the following year. 

This report supports Council's 2014-2018 Term Goal #7 Strong Financial Stewardship: 

Maintain the City's strong financial position through effective budget processes, the 
efficient and effective use of financial resources, and the prudent leveraging of economic 
and financial opportunities to increase current and long-term financial sustainability. 

7.1. Relevant and effective budget processes and policies. 

7. 2. Well-informed and sustainable financial decision making. 

7. 3. Transparent financial decisions that are appropriately communicated to the public. 

Analysis 

Owners of exempted properties in 2015 were contacted and verified of their eligibility for 
exemptions in the coming year. Changes to the 2016 bylaw are listed in Appendix 1. 

New applications for Council consideration are: 

1. Canadian Sport Institute Pacific Society (CSI Pacific) 

CSI Pacific is a non-profit tenant at the Richmond Oval. This organization provides 
world-leading Olympic and Paralympic daily training environments to elite athletes and 
coaches in BC. Its programs are designed to identify, develop, and support the next 
generation of Canadian athletic and coaching/leadership talent. Support of local athletes 
and coaches comes in the form of Sport Science and Sport Medicine Services. 

CSI Pacific at 6111 River Road qualifies for permissive exemption under Council Policy 
3561 as a City owned property leased to a non-profit organization. 

2. The Ismaili Jamatkhana and Centre 

Owner of the property requested a permissive exemption based on its status as a religious 
organization. The organization has held services at the leased location of 7900 
Alderbridge Way for over 20 years and has moved to 4000 May Drive in September 
2015. 

Staff conducted a joint site visit of the 4.17 acre property with BC Assessment. Majority 
of the building qualifies as a place of worship and BC assessment will be providing a 
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statutory exemption for that portion. Through the permissive exemption process, the City 
will exempt the remaining hall areas and a portion of their parking facilities. 

3. Western Recovery Foundation (Turning Point) 

The owner of the property requests a permissive exemption for the property at 1 0411 
Odlin Road based on its status as a community care facility licensed under the 
Community Care Act. The organization provides health and medical services and self
sufficiency training to recovering patients. 

Property qualifies for an exemption under Council Policy 3561 as an organization 
meeting section 224(2)(a)- a charitable philanthropic or other not for profit corporation 
and 224(2)0)- a licensed community care facility under the Community Care and 
Assisted Living Act. 

New applications not qualifying for a 2015 permissive exemption: 

1. Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation of Canada (2160-8788 McKim Way) 

The owner of this property requested a permissive exemption based on its status as a 
religious and charitable organization under the Income Tax Act. The property is used 
predominately as meeting spaces for their Richmond chapter. BC Assessment has 
rejected their request for a religious exemption because there are no areas on the site that 
is set aside specifically for worship. Since the property was not given a statutory 
exemption by BC Assessment, the property will not qualify for a permissive exemption 
for religious use. In addition, the property is not a qualifying non-profit organization 
("NPO") under Council Policy 3561 and therefore cannot be given a permissive 
exemption as a NPO. 

Amendments to Bylaw 9271: 

1. Ismaili Council for British Columbia-7900 Alderbridge Way 

With the organization's move to 4000 May Drive, the leased facility at 7900 Alderbridge 
Way will no longer qualify for a permissive exemption starting January 2016 and the 
property must be removed from the bylaw. 

As part of the review, staff ensured that the No.5 Road backlands met farming requirements. 
There were no significant changes to the farming activity on these properties since the prior year. 

Financial Impact 

Property tax exemptions impact the City's finances by reducing the total assessed value of 
properties subject to taxation. This results in the City recovering the shortfall through tax 
increases to general taxpayers. 

Church properties represent the largest number of permissively exempted properties and 
accounts for approximately $604,399 in direct municipal taxes waived in 2015. Exempted non-
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City owned properties account for approximately $118,186 in waived taxes and City owned or 
leased properties account for approximately $2,371,110. 

Conclusion 

Permissive exemptions are granted by Council annually to qualifying organizations that provide 
social benefit to the Community. Bylaw 9271 will provide 'tax exemptions in accordance with 
Provine· islation and the Council Policy. 

Ivy Wong 
Manager, Revenue 
( 604-2 7 6-4046) 

IW:gjn 

Att. 1 : Appendix 1 
2: Permissive Exemption (2016) Bylaw No. 9271 
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City of 
Richmond Bylaw 9271 

Permissive Exemption (2016.) Bylaw No. 9271 

The Council of the City ofRichmond enacts as follows: 

1. This Bylaw is cited as "Permissive Exemption (2016) Bylaw No. 9271". 

PART ONE: RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES PERMISSIVE EXEMPTION 

1.1 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(f) of the Community Charter, the religious halls and the whole of 
the parcels of land surrounding the religious halls shown on Schedule A are considered 
necessary to an exempt building set apart for public worship, and are hereby exempt from 
taxation for the 2016 year. 

1.2 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(f) of the Community Charter, the portions of the parcels of land 
and improvements surrounding the religious halls shown on Schedule B are considered 
necessary to an exempt building set apart for public worship, and are hereby exempt from 
taxation for the 2016 year. 

1.3 Notwithstanding Sections 1.1 and 1.2 of this bylaw, no additional exemption from taxation 
pursuant to Section 224(2)(f) will be granted to any parcel of land for which an associated 
building is not exempted by the British Columbia Assessment Authority pursuant to Section 
220(1 )(h) of the Community Charter. 

PART TWO: SCHOOL AND TENANTED RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES 
PERMISSIVE EXEMPTION 

2.1 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(h) of the Community Charter, the whole or portions of the 
parcels of land surrounding buildings set apart and in use as an institution of learning, and 
wholly in use for the purpose of furnishing the instruction accepted as equivalent to that 
funded in a public school, shown on Schedule C are hereby exempt from taxation for the 
2016 year. 

2.2 Notwithstanding Section 2.1 of this bylaw, no additional exemption from taxation pursuant 
to Section 224(2)(h) will be granted to any parcel of land for which an associated building is 
not exempted by the British Columbia Assessment Authority pursuant to Section 220(1 )(1) 
of the Community Charter. 

2.3 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(g) of the Community Charter, the portions of land and 
improvements shown on ScheduleD are hereby exempt from taxation for the 2016 year. 

4649734 
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Bylaw 9271 Page 2 

PART THREE: CHARITABLE AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES 
PERMISSIVE EXEMPTION 

3.1 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(a) of the Community Charter, the whole of the parcels of land 
shown on Schedule E are hereby exempt from taxation for the 2016 year. 

3.2 Notwithstanding Section 3.1 of this bylaw, no additional exemption from taxation pursuant 
to Section 3.1 of this bylaw will be granted to any parcel of land for which an associated 
building is not exempted by the British Columbia Assessment Authority pursuant to Section 
220(1 )(i) of the Community Charter. 

3.3 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(a) and Section 224(2)G) of the Community Charter, the whole of 
the parcels of land and improvements shown on Schedule F are hereby exempt from 
taxation for the 2016 year. 

3.4 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(a) and Section 224(2)(k) of the Community Charter, the whole 
of the parcels of land and improvements shown on Schedule G are hereby exempt from 
taxation for the 2016 year. 

3.5 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(a) of the Community Charter, the whole or portions of the 
parcels of land and improvements shown on Schedule H are hereby exempt from taxation 
for the 2016 year. 

3.6 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(i) of the Community Charter, the whole or portions of land and 
improvements shown on Schedule I are hereby exempt from taxation for the 2016 year. 

3.7 Pursuant to Section 224(2)(d) of the Community Charter, the whole or portions of land and 
improvements shown on Schedule J are hereby exempt from taxation for the 2016 year. 

PART FOUR: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

4.1 Schedules A through J inclusive, which are attached hereto, form a part of this bylaw. 

4.2 Permissive Exemption Bylaw 9158 is here by repealed in its entirety. 

4.3 This Bylaw is cited as "Permissive Exemption (2016) Bylaw No. 9271". 

FIRST READING CITY OF 
RICHMOND 

APPROVED 

SECOND READING for content by 
originating 

THIRD READING ~ 
APPROVED 
for legality 

ADOPTED by Solicitor 

J>...--

MAYOR CORPORATE OFFICER 
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