. City of
sa& Richmond Minutes

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Committee

Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014
Place: Anderson Room
Richmond City Hall
Present: Councillor Harold Steves, Chair

Councillor Ken Johnston
Councillor Evelina Halsey-Brandt

Councillor Bill McNulty

Mayor Malcolm Brodie
Absent: Councillor Linda Bames
Also Present: Councillor Chak Au

Councillor Linda McPhail
Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

It was moved and seconded

That the minutes of the meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Services Committee held on Tuesday, April 29, 2014, be adopted as
circulated.

CARRIED

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

Tuesday, June 24, 2014, (tentative date) at 4:00 p.m. in the Anderson Room
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COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

GARDEN CITY LANDS LEGACY LANDSCAPE PLAN
(File Ref. No. 06-2345-20) (REDMS No. 4219968 v.4)

With the aid of a visual presentation (attached to and forming part of these
minutes as Schedule 1), Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks and Yvonne
Stich, Park Planner, gave an overview of the proposed Garden City Lands
(GCL) Legacy Landscape Plan. Mr. Redpath and Ms. Stich commented on the
following: (i) the planning process; (ii) the community consultation process;
(iii) the location of the GCL; (iv) the history of the GCL; (v) the projected
population in areas adjacent to the GCL; (vi) the GCL as part of the
Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR); (vii) the land use framework; (viii) the
different proposed landscape zones; (ix) the area’s hydrology; (X) the
preservation of native plant species and animals; (xi) the proposed layout of
the site; (xii) the proposed landscape features; (xiii) the proposed farming
features and strategies; (xiv) the integration of community programs and
cultural features; (xv) the proposed internal trails and perimeter pathway; and
(xvi) funding strategies and resource management planning.

Mr. Redpath spoke of the completed community consultations and advised of
the suggestions received, which included:

. creating safe pedestrian access to the site;

" providing for a caretaker, particularly if animals are kept on site;

. providing a security strategy to protect the site from vandalism and
theft;

. providing adequate irrigation and understanding the hydrology of the
site;

. supplying adequate parking for users of the site; and

. developing partnerships with stakeholders in the community.

Discussion ensued with regard to the grid layout and soil conditions of the site
and in reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath noted that the soil can
be remediated to accommodate a variety of crops.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath advised that a consultation
team will be used to further study the hydrology of the site. Ms. Stich added
that the hydrology study will require a minimum of one year to complete and
will help determine the management strategy of the site. Ms. Stich then noted
that initial work can begin along edges of the site, where the soil has been
previously disturbed by road construction.
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Discussion ensued with regard to (i) suitable locations in the site for fruit
trees; (ii) maintaining an on-going relationship with the Agricultural Land
Commission; and (iii) additional public consultation.

In reply to queries from Committee, Ms. Stich advised that a diagonal layout
of the site that was initially proposed created triangular-shaped parcels that
were not practical to use; as a result, the layout was changed to a north-south
design.

In reply to queries from Committee, Cathryn Volkering Carlile, General
Manger, Community Services, advised that public consultation, at this stage
of the Plan has concluded, however additional public consultation sessions
can be added at Council’s direction.

Discussion ensued with regard to (i) using fruit tree sponsornship as a way to
involve the community; (ii) including an on-site caretaker that would be
involved with the activities on the site; (iii) relocating a heritage home on the
site; and (iv) rotating crops on the farming portion of the site.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath noted that users of the GCL
are encouraged to use public or alternative transportation; however some
vehicle parking will be required for the site. It was then suggested that the
parking spaces do not necessarily need to be paved.

Discussion then ensued with regard to the timeline of the studies that are
being conducted on the site.

Jim Wright, 8300 Osgoode Drive, expressed concern with the Garden City
Lands Legacy Landscape Plan and read from his submission (attached to and
forming part of these minutes as Schedule 2).

John ter Borg, 5860 Sandpiper Court, commented on (i) the unique features
and history of the GCL; (ii) the need to focus on maintaining natural features
of the site; (iii) the hydrology of the site; (iv) the potential uses for the flex
fields; (v) the site’s trail system; and (vi) the buffers between different
ecological areas of the site.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath clarified that the flex fields
are passive open spaces and will not be designated for sports field use. He
added that a non-farm use application would have to be submitted to allow for
sports field use. Staff were then directed to change the name of the flex fields
to avoid any confusion with regard to the possible uses for the said fields.

Kent Mullinix, Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU), commented on the
possible partnership between the City and KPU with regard to the GCL. He
noted that KPU can assist with the farm management plan and establish
plantings for the site. Also, he added that KPU can offer solutions to manage
the soil and parking on the site.
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In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Mullinix advised that the optimal
period to plant fruit trees is in the spring in order to avoid damage from winter
conditions.

De Whalen, 13631 Blundell Road, expressed support for the Garden City
Lands Legacy Landscape Plan and noted that the site will provide passive
recreation accessible to low income families.

The Chair provided a list of native plant species, (attached to and forming part
of these minutes as Schedule 3) and recommended that native species be used
for planting in the GCL.

It was moved and seconded

That the Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape Plan as detailed, and attached
to the staff report titled “Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape Plan,” dated
May 5, 2014, from the Senior Manager, Parks, be endorsed as a guide for
Sfuture detailed planning and development of the Garden City Lands.

CARRIED

Staff were directed to present the Garden City Lands Legacy Landscape Plan
at a future Council meeting.

Mayor Brodie left the meeting (5.:05 p.m.) and did not return.

DOG OFF LEASH PROGRAM UPDATE 2014
(File Ref. No. 11-7200-20) (REDMS No. 4227416 v.8)

Discussion ensued with regard to the size of the designated off-leash areas in
the city, and Dee Bowley-Cowan, Acting Manager, Parks Programs advised
that the size of the off-leash area can be expanded if needed.

In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Redpath noted that the size of an off-
leash area is dependent on the dimensions of the site and the needs of the
dogs. He added that informational signage is proposed to be installed on each
off-leash site and that community feedback is encouraged during the pilot
project program.

In reply to queries from Committee, Ms. Bowley-Cowan noted that a layout
that would separate large and small dogs in the off-leash area would be
dependent on the needs of the community.

Discussion ensued with regard to the enforcement of aggressive dogs.

Discussion then ensued regarding responsible dog ownership and the
environmental impact of the off-leash areas.
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It was moved and seconded

(1)  That the existing temporary fenced dog off leash area at Dover Park
be relocated to the McCallan Road Right of Way/Railway Corridor
and be designated as a fenced dog off leash area to be reviewed on an
annual basis as detailed in the staff report “Dog Off Leash Program
Update 2014 from the Senior Manager, Parks dated May 5, 2014;

(2)  That the vacant City-owned lot located at 7300 Elmbridge Way be
designated as a fenced dog off leash area as detailed in the staff
report “Dog Off Leash Program Update 2014” from the Senior
Manager, Parks dated May 5, 2014 and be reviewed on an annual
basis;

(3)  That a designated fenced dog off leash area be located on a portion of
Garden City Community Park as detailed in the staff report “Dog Off
Leash Program Update 2014” from the Senior Manager, Parks dated
May 5, 2014 and be reviewed on an annual basis; and

(4)  That a designated fenced dog off leash area be located on a portion of
South Arm Community Park as detailed in the staff report “Dog Off
Leash Program Update 2014” from the Senior Manager, Parks dated
May 5, 2014 and be reviewed on an annual basis.

CARRIED
MANAGER’S REPORT

(i)  McDonald and Point Grey Tidal Marsh Projects

The Chair referred to a newspaper notice and an email from Port Metro
Vancouver, (attached to and forming these minutes as Schedule 4) and
expressed concern with regard to the potential impacts to wildlife habitat as a
result of the McDonald and Point Grey Tidal Marsh Project.

In reply to queries from Committee, Dave Semple, General Manager,
Community Services, noted that the McDonald and Point Grey Tidal Marsh
Project site was acquired by the Vancouver Airport Authority and that staff
will participate in the consultation process. Staff were then directed to provide
a written submission to Port Metro Vancouver expressing the City’s concerns
with the proposed project.

Cllr. Au left the meeting (5:14 p.m.) and did not return.
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(ii)  Branscombe House

Jane Fernyhough, Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, provided an
update on Branscombe House noting that work is being done to replace the
perimeter fencing, new gates to the parking lot will be added, and the
landscaping will be updated. Also, she noted that staff are preparing a report
for possible uses of the site.

(iti)  Doors Open and Taste of the Empire

Ms. Fernyhough spoke of the upcoming Doors Open event, scheduled for
June 7 and 8, 2014, as well as Taste of the Empire event, scheduled for May
31 to June 1, 2014 at the Richmond Cultural Centre’s Rooftop Garden.

(iv)  Richmond Sports and Community Events

Gregg Wheeler, Manager, Sports and Community Events, commented on
sports and community events happening in the city including:

" the BC Elementary Track and Field Championships hosted by the
Kajacks Track and Field Club;

. Ladies football at Hugh Boyd Secondary School,
. Richmond City Baseball tournament

= Richmond Lacrosse Salmon Festival Tournament,
. SOS Children's Village Run; and

. Sockeye Run Car Show and Shine, hosted by the Richmond Lion’s
Club.

(v)  Historical Boats

Mr. Semple commented on the option to locate the rum-runner boat to the
Britannia site and noted that a report to Council detailing preservation options
will be presented later this year.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded
That the meeting adjourn (5:17 p.m.).

CARRIED
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Certified a true and correct copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the Parks,
Recreation & Cultural Services Committee
of the Council of the City of Richmond
held on Tuesday, May 27, 2014.

Councillor Harold Steves Evangel Biason
Chair Auxiliary Committee Clerk
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Schedule 1 to the Minutes of the
Parks, Recreation & Cultural
Services Committee Meeting of
Tuesday, May 27, 2014.
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Schedule 2 to the Minutes of the
Parks, Recreation & Cultural
Services Committee Meeting of
Tuesday, May 27, 2014.

Councillor Steves and council members,

Ly . (A5 Crielu
Mike and Yvonne invited us;to meet th them today, but we weren’t able to manage
it. We would have shared this with them, and now we’ll share it with you too.

]\4[‘:7-« 'jﬂ ) Li}/ =4 VML‘%; v

Garden City Conservation Society directors have come up with four improvements
to recommend. For time reasons, [ will mainly describe the gaps to fill.

We do all agree there has been further progress. Now, on to the four gaps.

First: On the Landscape Zones page (PDF page 59), we came across this image (which
['ve blurred for effect). There’s a bulge of “Flex Field” into the bog area. [ put a cutout
of the bog area over the satellite image. The Flex Field includes part of the depression
that enables the best sphagnum patch, which is labeled “Sphagnum bog sanctuary.”
The trail on the bog edge has to be a farm road with a diking role, and the
construction equipment and the road’s weight will affect the area. The route also
needs to be well away from that sensitive spot to limit accidental damage by park
users. The point is that great care is needed there. On the graphic, it is easy to fix, but
we need to have the intent of great care too.

Second: Three pages into The Wetland part (PDF page 74), the plan still says “The
predominant Scotch heather in the north-east corner is not native to Richmond,
however, well suited to the bog environment.” The heather has colonized far beyond
that corner by now. After it moves into a sphagnum patch, it wipes out the
sphagnum, which is the keystone genus. We can’t have the ecosystem without the
sphagnum (which we found lately is being quite resilient, but let’s not press our
luck). The legacy value of the bog would be lost. A decision whether to save the
legacy is basic, so we recommend it be addressed now.

Third: In the Implementation part (PDF page 100), there’s this: “selectively allow
natural progression along the edges.” There’s been damage to world-class 180-
degree panoramic natural viewscapes from the Garden City Lands area of the City
Centre. We have a bit of a second chance because any edge trees can be planned to
mitigate that loss of legacy and somewhat restore the legacy.

Fourth: The plan includes an ALR commitment that can become an ALR legacy,
because the Lands are the best place in the world to celebrate it. However, that
requires us to embrace the ALR on the Lands. The #22 and #23 fields still look like
renamed areas for sports tournaments and large festivals that are not ALR uses.
Also, the farmers market [ heard about at an AAC meeting is not an ALR use. The
future need is for a farmgate market, and that is an ALR use if half of what’s sold is
produced on the Lands. We recommend celebrating the ALR on the Lands.
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Schedule 4 to the Minutes of the
Parks, Recreation & Cultural
Services Committee Meeting of
Tuesday, May 27, 2014.

PORT METRO

vancouver

McDonald and Point Grey
Tidal Marsh Projects

ment regarding the proposed N
McDona|d and Point Grey idal Marsh Prorects

k The proposed projects are initiatives of Port Metro Vancouvers Habitat
Enhancement. rog‘ram and involve the creation of intertidal marsh habitat to
'benefrtﬂs “,and wildlife, The. proposed McDonald Tidal Marsh Project site is
located on Sea'lsland fiorth of Vancouver [nternational Airport and upstream
of the mouth of the McDonald Slough The proposed Point Grey.Tidal Marsh

¢ Prorect site is located along the-eastern- portion of the Point Grey Booming
Gr nds" near the mouth of the North Arm Jetty of the Fraser River. ’

Airport,
. Richmond B.C.

| Institute for Global Isstes,




| | - | o MAYOR & EACH !
COUNGILLOR
FROM oiTY CLEHK’G OFFICE

R ——

Port Metro Vancouver [habitat. enhancement@portmetrovancouver com]

S o

MayorandCouncillors

From:

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 12:10

To: MayorandCouncillors

Subject: Engagement Reminder and Habitat Enhancement Program Update

Categories: 01-0140-20-PMVAA1, - Port Metro Vancouver {(Vancouver Fraser Port Authority - VFPA)

Habitat Enhancement Program Update

Public Engagement: Proposed McDonald and Point Grey Tidal Mars

Projects e DISTRIBUTE {;}:\
e

Starting today (May 26th) through June 8th 2014, Port Metro Vancouver invites you t

1



participate in a public engagement regarding the proposed McDonald and Point Grey Tidal
Marsh Projects. :

“! The proposed McDonald Tidal Marsh Project site is located on Sea Island, north of the

“ Vancouver |nternational Airport and upstream of the mouth of the McDonald Slough. The
proposed Point Grey Tidal Marsh Project site is located along the eastern portion of the Point
Grey Booming Grounds, near the mouth of the North Arm Jetty of the Fraser River.

The proposed projects are initiatives of Port Metro Vancouver's Habitat Enhancement
Program and involve the creation of intertidal marsh habitat to benefit fish and wildiife.

We invite you to participate by:

« Reading the Discussion Paper and Submitting a Feedback Form (in print or online at
www, PortTalk.ca/HabitatEnhancement)
e Signing up for the PortTalk web forum: www.PortTalk.ca/HabitatEnhancement
tie Providing a written submission to habitat.enhancement@porbimelrovancouver.com
¢ Attending a public open house (details below)

Open House Details:

« Monday, June 2, 2014, 6PM - 8PM, Delta Vancouver Airport (3500 Cessna Drive,
Richmond, B.C.)

o Wednesday, June 4, 2014, 6PM - 8PM, Liu Institute for Global lssues (University of
British Columbia) (6476 NW Marine Drive, Vancouver, B.C.)

The deadline for submitting a completed Feedback Form or providing a written
. submission is June 8, 2014.

All input received during the engagement period will be compiled in an Engagement
Summary Report. Port Metro Vancouver will also prepare a Consideration Memo,
demonstrating how feedback will be considered.

For more information, please pho.ne (604) 665-9066 or email
habitat.enhancement@portmetrovancouver.cont.

Glenrose Tidal Marsh Project: Ongoing Construction Update

« Habitat enhancement work commenced at the Glenrose Downstream site on April 22,
2014. All work has been completed until the fish window of least risk reopens mid-June
(including slope protection, perimeter berm and select pile removal). Sand infill is
expected to take place near the end of June.

e Work at the Glenrose Cannery site commenced on May 5. Brushing, select pile removal

-~ and rip rap blanket construction was completed May 22. Sand infill is expected to be
completed when the fish window of least risk reopens.

e Dredging for sand infill and construction of the Gunderson site is expected to take place
mid-June.

Field Studies Information: June 2014

Port Metro Vancouver is continuing field studies as part of ongoing environmental and
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technical work for the Habitat Enhancement Program. Information regarding field studies

being undertaken in June 2014 is available in the Information Centre at
www.PortTalik.cafHabitaiEnhancement.

Regards,

The Habitat Enhancement Program Team




