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Council/School Board Liaison Committee 
 
 
Date: May 25, 2016 

Place: Anderson Room 
Richmond City Hall 

Present: Councillor Linda McPhail, Chair 
Councillor Alexa Loo 
Trustee Debbie Tablotney 
Trustee Donna Sargent 
Trustee Alice Wong 

Also Present: Cathryn Volkering Carlile, General Manager, Community Services, COR 
Kim Somerville, Manager, Community Social Develop, COR 
Serena Lusk, Senior Manager, Recreation and Sport Services, COR 
Bryan Tasaka, Manager, Major Events and Film, COR 
Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks, COR 
Lesley Sherlock, Planner 2, COR 
Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, COR (entered at 9:02 a.m.) 
Sherry Elwood, Superintendent of Schools, SD38 
Clive Mason, Director, Facilities Planning, SD38 

Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
  

AGENDA 
 
  It was moved and seconded 
  That the Council/School Board Liaison Committee agenda for the meeting 

of May 25, 2016, be adopted as amended: 

  The Chair advised that Item 1 - Joint School District / City Management 
Committee, would be removed from the agenda.  

  CARRIED
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MINUTES 

 
  It was moved and seconded 
   That the minutes of the meeting of the Council/School Board Liaison 

Committee held on March 30, 2016, be adopted as amended. 

  CARRIED
 
  

STANDING ITEMS 
 
 1. PROGRAMS 

  No discussion.    

 
 2. TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

  The Committee confirmed that the report “Endorsement of Bike Right 
Initiative” dated April 20, 2016 from the Director, Transportation, had been 
received for information.  

  Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, COR, noted that: (i) several 
school districts have endorsed the Bike Right initiative, (ii) the City is 
currently funding cycling education in approximately two to three Richmond 
schools per year, (iii) endorsement of the Bike Right initiative would provide 
more money to the cycling education programs and allow the City to use the 
saved funds towards meeting future demand for the program, and (iv) 
providing these services would encourage the next generation to use bikes as 
a method of transportation.  

  In reply to questions from the Committee, Ms. Chan noted that, HUB and 
Haste are agencies which help to deliver programs, however, Bike Right is a 
Metro Vancouver initiative funded by the Province.  The Committee noted 
that it would be useful for the School District to also endorse the initiative, as 
they receive funding directly from the City for the cycling education 
programs, and that it would be beneficial for Ms. Chan to continue to work 
with the Superintendent Elwood to spread the information in the report. 

 
 3. CANADA 150 CELEBRATION

  Bryan Tasaka, Manager, Major Events and Film, COR, briefed the Committee 
on the Richmond Canada 150 Community Celebration Grant Program and 
provided a handout detailing application guidelines to applying for grants 
(attached to and forming part of these minutes as Schedule 1).   

  Mr. Tasaka noted that many existing events, organizations and groups were 
incorporating the Canada 150 theme into their proceedings and that the 
School District, specifically the PAC Committees and neighbourhood 
organizations, were eligible to apply.  The Committee agreed that it would be 
beneficial for Mr. Tasaka to create and send a one page summary to the 
School District detailing the application procedures.   
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  The Music in the Plaza Series (MPS) - an afternoon event open for students to 
attend during their lunch hour - was mentioned by Mr. Tasaka as an event 
which could resonate with the School District as it has the potential to be 
youth driven.  The Committee agreed that Canada 150 Celebration events 
would offer students opportunities to fill their volunteer hours and suggested 
that Mr. Tasaka present the idea at the Education Committee and Table 38 
meetings.  

 
 4. SCHOOL PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

  Clive Mason, Director, Facilities Planning, SD38, briefly touched upon the 
progression of the events leading to the consideration of school closures. He 
noted that a report was being prepared detailing the results of the open houses 
and that the research outlining the schools which may be closed will be ready 
for presentation in the fall to the School Board Trustees.  

  Mr. Mason explained that the operating capacities of the schools in question
are currently below the recommended guidelines as set by the Ministry of 
Education but agreed that there are other options which could be considered 
when finding other uses for the schools.  These options include a mixed use 
of; a kindergarten, community centre, and/or a smaller sized school. The 
Committee recognized the importance of keeping the facilities open and 
acknowledged that the usage of schools, playgrounds and parks, brings 
numerous benefits to the entire community.  The School Board Trustees 
suggested that a presentation be made to Richmond City Council on the 
importance of schools in communities.  

  It was confirmed by Mr. Mason that (i) construction on Anderson Elementary 
was underway, (ii) the Tait Elementary remediation has recently been 
completed, (iii) Talmey Elementary is in the process of undergoing an 
updated report prior to the initiation of the building.  

 
  

BUSINESS ARISING & NEW BUSINESS 
  
 5. RIDEAU SCHOOL - TRAFFIC

  Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, COR, stated that the speed 
survey, resulting from a complaint regarding traffic, is expected to be 
conducted in approximately 4-5 weeks and the Committee will be updated 
following completion of the survey.   

  It was also noted by Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks, COR, that the 
new Rideau playground, subject to approval of the funding from 2017 Capital 
Program by Richmond City Council, would be built on SD38 property. 
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 6. SETTLEMENT WORKERS IN SCHOOLS (SWIS) PROGRAMS

  The Committee noted that the City of Richmond sent a letter supporting the 
position of the School district regarding Settlement Workers in Schools.  

  Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, SD38, mentioned that that there was a 
meeting with a Richmond MP during which discussion occurred on the (i) 
philosophy of SWIS workers, (ii) the changes in funding, (iii) the schools as 
an anchor for immigrants, and (iv) appropriate mechanisms where funding 
can increase.  

  It was noted that School District staff have put together a letter that is being 
sent to the MPs and that the letter should be also sent to Lesley Sherlock and 
then forwarded to Council. 

  The Committee the discussed the option of involving the Richmond 
Intercultural Advisory Committee in the conversation because the City is able 
to provide invaluable feedback on the current immigration review going on 
nationally.  It was suggested that the matter be forwarded to Alan Hill, 
Cultural Diversity Coordinator, COR, for further insight.  

 
 7. ADULT BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM

  Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, SD38, highlighted the concerns with the 
current Adult Basic Education Program, stating that (i) those interested in 
adult education are unsure if the courses will be available, (ii) courses are 
constantly changing and becoming grandfathered, and (iii) uncertainty 
regarding requirements for graduation causes difficulties for those seeking to 
complete their programs.  

  Committee noted that the funding for the program has been cut and that it is 
essential that the courses receive sustainable funding in order to keep adult 
basic education affordable and guarantee equitable access for those who are 
seeking to complete their courses. Clarification was sought from the 
Richmond Cultural Service Advisory Committee regarding the intention of 
the request which was initially brought forward.  

 
  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
 
  July 27, 2016 (tentative date) at 9:00 a.m. in the Anderson Room 
 
  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
 
  September 21 (tentative date) at 9:00 a.m. in the Anderson Room. 
 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 
  It was moved and seconded 
  That the meeting adjourn (10:05 p.m.). 

  CARRIED
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Certified a true and correct copy of the 
Minutes of the meeting of the City of 
Richmond Council/School Board Liaison 
Committee held on Wednesday, May 25, 
2016. 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 
Councillor Linda McPhail 
Chair 

Shaun Divecha 
Legislative Services Coordinator 
City Clerk’s Office 
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