
City of 
Richmond Minutes 

Place: 

Present: 

Call to Order: 

RES NO. ITEM 

Regular Council 

Monday, June 26, 2023 

Council Chambers 
Richmond City Hall 

Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie 
Councillor Chak Au 
Councillor Carol Day 
Councillor Laura Gillanders 
Councillor Kash Heed 
Councillor Andy Hobbs 
Councillor Alexa Loo (by teleconference) 
Councillor Bill McNulty 
Councillor Michael Wolfe 

Corporate Officer - Claudia Jes son 

Mayor Brodie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

R23/12-l 1. It was moved and seconded 
That: 

(1) the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held 011 June 12, 2023, 
be adopted as circulated; 

(2) the minutes of the Regular Council meeting for Public Hearings held 
011 June 19, 2023, be adopted as circulated; and 

(3) the Metro Vancouver 'Board in Brief' dated June 2, 2023, be 
received for information. 

CARRIED 

1. 



City of 
Richmond 

Regular Council 
Monday, June 26, 2023 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Minutes 

R23/12-2 2. It was moved and seconded 
That Council resolve into Committee of the Whole to hear delegations on 
agenda items (7:01 p.m.). 

CARRIED 

3. Delegations from the floor on Agenda items 

Item No. 22- 2022 Annual Report and 2022 Annual Report Highlights 

Ken McLennan, Richmond resident, referenced his submission (attached to 
and forming part of these Minutes as Schedule 1), and spoke on the lack of 
transparency regarding financials related to the City's Annual Report and the 
Richmond Olympic Oval Report. 

Item No. 20 - 480 Bus Route 

James Yu, Richmond resident, spoke on the importance of reinstating the 480 
express bus route to UBC, noting that lengthy run times and overcrowding on 
other routes contributes to the decreased use of public transit by students. Mr. 
Yu then stated that it is important to invite TransLink staff to provide 
comments before the school year starts. 

R23/12-3 4. It was moved and seconded 
That Committee rise and report (7:11 p.m.). 

CARRIED 

CONSENT AGENDA 

R23/12-4 5. It was moved and seconded 

7279663 

That ltems No. 6 through No. 10, No. 13, and No. 15 to No. 20 be adopted 
by general consent. 

CARRIED 

2. 
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City of 
Richmond Minutes 

Regular Council 
Monday,June26,2023 

6. COMMITTEE MINUTES 

That the minutes of: 

(1) the Community Safety Committee meeting held on June 13, 2023; 

(2) the General Purposes Committee meeting held on June 19, 2023; 

(3) the Planning Committee meeting held on June 20, 2023; and 

(4) the Public Works and Transportation Committee meeting held on 
June 21, 2023; 

be received for information. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

7. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BYLAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
BYLAW NO. 9742 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010462) (REDMS No. 7193898, 7198574) 

That Bylaw Enforcement Officer Bylaw No. 9742, Amendment Bylaw No. 
10462 be introduced and given first, second and third readings. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

8. EXPANDING THE INTER-MUNICIPAL TNS BUSINESS LICENCE 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010468; 12-8060-20-010471; XR:12-8275-10) (REDMS No. 7208159, 
7236345, 7236434) 

(1) That Inter-Municipal Business Licence Agreement Bylaw No. 10134, 
Amendment Bylaw No. 10468, to expand the participating 
municipalities for ride-hailing services, be introduced and given first, 
second and third readings; and 

(2) That Inter-Municipal Business Licence Bylaw No. 10159, 
Amendment Bylaw No. 10471, with minor housekeeping revisions, be 
introduced and given first, second and third readings. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

3. 
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9. SEASONAL PATIO & EXTENSION OF SERVICE HOURS -
EMPEROR'S KITCHEN LTD. DBA: GRILL PARTY - 120 - 8511 
ALEXANDRA RD., RICHMOND, BC 
(File Ref. No. 12-8275-30-001) (REDMS No. 7225804, 7225768) 

(1) That the application from Emperor's Kitchen Ltd. doing business as: 
Grill Party, for an amendment to Food Primary Liquor Licence No. 
305936 requesting: 

(a) An addition of a Seasonal Patio area to permit liquor and food 
service between April 1 and October 31 each year with 20 seats; 

(b) Total person capacity to remain the same at 98 occupants; and 

( c) An increase to hours of liquor service currently set at Monday 
to Sunday, 9:00AM to Midnight, be supported for change to 
Monday to Sunday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 AM, be supported; and 

(2) That a letter be sent to the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch, 
which includes the information attached as Appendix A (Attachment 
1 ), advising that Council recommends the approval of the licence 
amendments for the reasons that these amendments have been 
determined, following public consultation, to be acceptable to the 
neighbouring community. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

10. RICHMOND ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2023 
WORK PROGRAM 
(File Ref. No. 01-0100-30-RACCl-01) (REDMS No. No. 722503, 7148136) 

That the proposed work plan for the Richmond Accessibility Advisory 
Committee as outlined in the staff report titled "Richmond Accessibility 
Advisory Committee 2023 Work Program," dated May 19, 2023, from the 
Director, Community Social Development; be approved. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

4. 
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11. APPLICATION BY BENITO KHO AND VERNEY KHO FOR 
REZONING AT 7520 ASH STREET FROM "SINGLE DETACHED 
(RSl/F)" ZONE TO "SINGLE DETACHED (RS2/E)" ZONE 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010472, RZ 2021-945951) (REDMS No3218459,7246432,7227004) 

See Page 8 for action on this item. 

12. REVISED REZONING CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE 
APPLICATION BY SIAN GROUP INVESTMENTS INC. FOR 
REZONING AT 7100 AND 7120 ASH STREET FROM THE "SINGLE 
DETACHED(RSl/F)" ZONE TO THE "TOWN HOUSING (ZT16) -
SOUTH MCLENNAN AND ST. ALBANS SUB-AREA (CITY 
CENTRE)"ZONE 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010163) (REDMS No. 6426161, 3218459,6427581, 7215969) 

See Page 9 for action on this item. 

13. PROPOSED UPDATES TO THE RICHMOND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHARTER 
(File Ref. No. 01-0100-30-RCSAl-0l) (REDMS No. 7237540, 7241408, 7237985, 7237622) 

(1) That the proposed updates to the Richmond Community Services 
Advisory Committee Charter as outlined in the staff report titled 
"Proposed Updates to the Richmond Community Services Advisory 
Committee Charter", dated May 17, 2023, from the Director, 
Community Social Development, be endorsed; and 

(2) That the Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee Charter 
be renamed the Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee 
Terms of Reference. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

5. 



7279663 

City of 
Richmond 

Regular Council 
Monday, June 26, 2023 

Minutes 

14. RESPONSE TO METRO VANCOUVER'S REFERRAL: LAND USE 
DESIGNATION AMENDMENT TO THE METRO 2050 REGIONAL 
GROWTH STRATEGY PROPOSED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LANGLEY 
(File Ref. No. 01-0157-30-RGSTl) (REDMS No. 7245335) 

See Page 9 for action on this item. 

15. KITTIWAKE DRIVE - TRAFFIC CALMING PILOT PROJECT 
UPDATE 
(File Ref. No. 10-6450-09-01) (REDMS No. 7233657) 

That Option 3 to implement a pilot project for the temporary installation of 
two asphalt speed cushions on Kittiwake Drive for a trial period of six 
months, as described in the staff report titled "Kittiwake Drive - Traffic 
Calming Pilot Project Update" dated May 19, 2023 from the Director, 
Transportation, be endorsed. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

16. 2022 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT 
(File Ref. No. 10-6175-03-03) (REDMS No. 7233576) 

(1) That the annual report titled "2022 Annual Water Quality Report" 
dated May 17, 2023, from the Director of Public Works Operations, 
be endorsed; and 

(2) That the annual report titled "2022 Annual Water Quality Report" 
dated May 17, 2023, be made available to the community on the 
City's website and through various communication tools including 
social media channels and as part of community outreach initiatives. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

6. 
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17. DRAINAGE CANAL BANK FAILURE REPAIRS - 12506 VICKERS 
WAY 
(File Ref. No. 10-6340-20-P.2022CD00096; 10-6340-01; XR: 06-2400-20-BSLOl) (REDMS No. 
7237488) 

That funding of $1,000,000 from the Drainage Improvement Reserve Fund 
for the drainage canal bank failure repairs at 12506 Vickers Way, be 
approved and that the Consolidated 5 Year Financial Plan (2023-2027) be 
amended accordingly, as detailed in the report titled "Drainage Canal Bank 
Failure Repairs - 12506 Vickers Way" dated May 23, 2023, from the 
Director, Engineering. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

18. CIRCULAR PROCUREMENT POLICY IMPLEMENTATION AND 
PROGRESS UPDATE 
(File Ref. No. 01-0095-20-3104; 02-0745-00; 10-6125-07-04) (REDMS No. 7181733 v.16) 

That results of the implementation of circular economy criteria into projects 
and procurement activities, as noted in the staff report titled "Circular 
Procurement Policy Implementation and Progress Update," dated May 8, 
2023, from the Director, Sustainability and District Energy, be posted online 
to inform the public. 

19. DIKE MASTER PLAN - PHASE 4 REPORT 
(File Ref. No. 10-6045-09-01) (REDMS No. 7182372) 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

That the "Dike Master Plan - Phase 4 Final Report," as attached in the 
staff report titled "Dike Master Plan - Phase 4 Report," dated May 23, 
2023, from the Director, Engineering, be endorsed for capital project and 
development planning purposes. 

20. 480 BUS ROUTE 
(File Ref. No. 01-0154-01) 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

(1) That the City of Richmond write a letter to TransLink outlining 
concerns with respect to the 480 bus route; and 

7. 



City of 
Richmond 

Regular Council 
Monday,June26,2023 

Minutes 

(2) That a TransLink representative be invited to a future Council 
meeting as soon as possible, preferably in July, to provide a brief 
update on the 480 bus route. 

ADOPTED ON CONSENT 

*********************** 
CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS REMOVED FROM THE 
CONSENT AGENDA 

*********************** 

11. APPLICATION BY BENITO KHO AND VERNEY KHO FOR 
REZONING AT 7520 ASH STREET FROM "SINGLE DETACHED 
(RSl/F)" ZONE TO "SINGLE DETACHED (RS2/E)" ZONE 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010472, RZ 2021-945951) (REDMS No. 3218459,7246432,7227004) 

R23/12-5 It was moved and seconded 

7279663 

That Richmond Zoning Bylaw 8500, Amendment Bylaw 10472, for the 
rezoning of 7520 Ash Street from the "Single Family (RSJIF)" zone to the 
"Single Family (RS2/E)" zone, be introduced and given first reading. 

The question on the motion was not called as discussion took place on 
retention of trees, higher density and more affordable housing units. 

The question on the motion then called and it was CARRIED with Cllr. 
Wolfe opposed. 

8. 
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12. REVISED REZONING CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE 
APPLICATION BY SIAN GROUP INVESTMENTS INC. FOR 
REZONING AT 7100 AND 7120 ASH STREET FROM THE "SINGLE 
DETACHED(RSl/F)" ZONE TO THE "TOWN HOUSING (ZT16) -
SOUTH MCLENNAN AND ST. ALBANS SUB-AREA (CITY 
CENTRE)"ZONE 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-20-010163) (REDMS No. 6426161, 3218459,6427581 , 7215969) 

It was moved and seconded 
(1) That third reading of Richmond Zoning Bylaw 8500, Amendment 

Bylaw 10163, for the rezoning of 7100 and 7120 Ash Street, be 
rescinded and the associated Rezoning Considerations be revised to 
reflect changes to tree retention and replacement, as per Attachment 
D to this report; and 

(2) That Richmond Zoning Bylaw 8500, Amendment Bylaw 10163, for 
the rezoning of 7100 and 7120 Ash Street from the "Single Detached 
(RSl/F)" zone to the "Town Housing (ZTl 6) - South McLennan and 
St. Albans Sub-Area (City Centre)" zone, be granted third reading. 

The question on the motion was not called as discussion took place on (i) the 
delay on this project due to change in ownership, (ii) declining tree health, 
and (iii) secondary suites. 

The question on the motion was then called and it was CARRIED with Cllr. 
Wolfe opposed. 

14. RESPONSE TO METRO VANCOUVER'S REFERRAL: LAND USE 
DESIGNATION AMENDMENT TO THE METRO 2050 REGIONAL 
GROWTH STRATEGY PROPOSED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LANGLEY 
(File Ref. No. 01-0157-30-RGSTl) (REDMS No. 7245335) 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff be directed to communicate to the Metro Vancouver Regional 
District Board the City of Richmond's opposition and comments, as outlined 
in the staff report titled "Response to Metro Vancouver's Referral: Land 
Use Designation Amendment to the Metro 2050 Regional Growth Strategy 
Proposed by the Township of Langley", dated May 30, 2023 from the 
Director, Policy Planning. 

9. 
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The question on the motion was not called as discussion took place on 
(i) keeping agricultural land for farming, (ii) industrial intensification, 
(iii) removal of the land from the Agricultural Land Reserve in March 2020, 
and (iv) benefits of this project and best interests of the region. 

The question on the motion was then called and it was DEFEATED with 
Mayor Brodie, Cllrs. Au, Heed, Hobbs, Loo and McNulty opposed. 

It was moved and seconded 
That staff be directed to communicate to the Metro Vancouver Regional 
District Board the City of Richmond's approval, as proposed by the 
Township of L<mgley. 

NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie, Chair 

CARRIED 
Opposed: Cllrs . Day 

Gillanders 
Wolfe 

21. PILOT PROJECT FOR THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN 
PUBLIC PARKS 
(File Ref. No. 12-8060-02-71) (REDMS No. 7239187, 7273285, 7238902) 

It was moved and seconded 
That a Bylaw be drafted to permit the implementation of a Pilot Project for 
the consumption of liquor in designated areas in a limited number of City of 
Richmond parks as detailed in the report "Pilot Project For the 
Consumption of Alcohol in Public Parks, " dated May 25, 2023, from the 
Directors of Parks Services and Community Bylaws with locations in the 
park as modified by the memo from the Manager of Parks Programs dated 
June 23, 2023. 

10. 
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The question on the motion was not called as discussion took place on 
(i) conducting the pilot program to test the program, (ii) no requests from the 
public have been received for this program, (iii) drinking and driving, 
(iv) negative effects of alcohol, (v) impacts on the community associations, 
and (vi) potential for additional beer gardens. 

In reply to queries from Council, staff advised that (i) various 
communications tools such as LetsTalk Richmond, the Parks general email 
address, signage at the site, will be used to obtain feedback and concerns, 
(ii) most parks also have caretakers onsite who can provide feedback as well, 
(iii) a variety of law enforcement databases will record qualitative and 
quantitative information, (iv) McLean Neighbourhood Park has had some 
maintenance done, and (v) the closest public washroom to McLean 
Neighbourhood Park is at Hamilton Community Centre and the closest 
washroom to Minoru Park is adjacent to the lawn bowling green parking lot. 

As a result of the discussion the following amendment motion was 
introduced: 

It was moved and seconded 
That Minoru Park be removed from the list of recommended parks for the 
Pilot Project for the Consumption of Alcohol in Public Parks. 

It was moved and seconded 

CARRIED 
Opposed: Cllrs. Au 

McNulty 

That McLean Neighbourhood Park be removed from the list of 
recommended parks for the Pilot Project for the Consumption of Alcohol in 
Public Parks. 

CARRIED 
Opposed: Cllrs. Au 

McNulty 

11. 
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The question on the main motion, as amended, which reads as follows : 

That a Bylaw be drafted to pennit the implementation of a Pilot Project for 
the consumption of liquor in designated areas in a limited number of City of 
Richmond parks as detailed in the report "Pilot Project For the Consumption 
of Alcohol in Public Parks," dated May 25, 2023, from the Directors of Parks 
Services and Community Bylaws with locations in the park as modified by the 
memo from the Manager of Parks Programs dated June 23, 2023, and with 
Minoru Park and McLean Neighbourhood Park removed froni the Pilot 
Project for the Consumption of Alcohol in Public Parks. 

was then called and it was CARRIED with Cllrs. Au, Gillanders, McNulty, 
and Wolfe opposed. 

FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION 

22. 2022 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2022 ANNUAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
(File Ref. No. 01-0375-01) (REDMS No. 7234563) 

It was moved and seconded 
That the reports titled "2022 Annual Report" and "2022 Annual Report -
Highlights" be approved. 

The question on the motion was not called as in reply to queries from Council, 
staff advised that the Richmond Public Library is consolidated with the City 
and the Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation is a separate corporation and 
they present their own annual report. 

The question on the motion was then called and it was CARRIED. 

23. 2022 COUNCIL REMUNERATION 
(File Ref. No. 03-1200-03) (REDMS No. 7255646) 

It was moved and seconded 

AND EXPENSES 

That the report titled 2022 Council Remuneration and Expenses be received for 
information. 

CARRIED 

12. 
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24. 2022 STATEMENT OF 
(File Ref. No. 03-1200-03) (REDMS No. 7245390) 

It was moved and seconded 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

That the 2022 Statement of Financial Information be approved. 

CARRIED 

BYLAWS FOR ADOPTION 

It was moved and seconded 
That the following bylaws be adopted: 

Richmond Zoning Bylaw No. 8500, Amendment Bylaw No. 9586 

Richmond Zoning Bylaw No. 8500, Amendment Bylaw No.10432 

Business Regulation Bylaw No. 7538, Amendment Bylaw No. 10444 

Growing Communities Reserve Fund Establishment Bylaw No. 10466 

CARRIED 

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT PANEL 

R23/12-16 25. It was moved and seconded 

7279663 

(1) That the minutes of the Development Permit Panel held on June 14, 
2023 and the Chair's report for the Development Permit Panel 
meetings held on March 11, 2020 and June 14, 2023, be received for 
information; and 

(2) That the recommendations of the Panel to authorize the issuance of: 

(a) Development Permit (DP 17-766824)/or the property at 8100 
No. 5 Road, and 

(b) Development Permit (DP 21-935984)/or the property at 12551 
No. l Road, 

be endorsed, and the Permits so issued. 

CARRIED 

13. 
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Minutes 

R23/12-17 It was moved and seconded 
That the meeting adjourn (8:50 p.m.). 

Mayor (Malcolm D. Brodie) 

7279663 

CARRIED 

Certified a true and correct copy of the 
Minutes of the Regular meeting of the 
Council of the City of Richmond held on 
Monday, June 26, 2023. 

Corporate Officer (Claudia Jesson) 

14. 



6740 Dunsany Pl 
Richmond, BC 
V7C 4N8 

June 26, 2023 

City of Richmond 
6911 No. 3 Road 
Richmond, BC 
V6Y 2Cl 

Schedule 1 to the Minutes of the 
Regular meeting of Richmond City 

Council held on Monday, June 26, 2023. 

Mayor Brodie and Councillors Au, Day, Gillanders, Heed, Hobbs, Loo, McNulty anc Wolfe 

Subject: City of Richmond 2022 Annual Report - Public Review Concerns 

Once again, I find it necessary to appear before you with repeated concerns a11d a quest for 
improved financial performance reporting transparency by City staff and KPMG enablling a more 
thorough understanding of the City's financial affairs by you and Richmond taxpa\'ers. 

Of the thirty candidates who ran for mayor and council in the last election, five sa d "yes" to the 
question, "Do you think Richmond City Council is sufficiently open and transparent in how they 
make decisions?" Elected councillors Au, Day, Gillanders, Heed, Wolfe and 16 unsuccessful 
candidates said "no". 

This is a request of city staff to provide you and members of the public with greater detail and 
respect in the City's financial performance disclosure details. This affects your ability to conduct 
informed due diligence assessments and impacts the ability of City residents to trust 
government. The importance of financial reporting clarity is noted in the KPIVIG LI_P 
Independent Auditor's Report included in the City's 2022 Annual Report stating•· 
"Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in 
the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic deciiiions of users 
taken on the basis of the financial statements." Keep in mind, the statement of !l\/lr. George 
Duncan in his March 2, 2017 Report to Committee, "Critics of the Oval contend that it is a 
financial burden for Richmond taxpayers. This incorrect obs1erv.ation is not borne ::>ut, however 
by the Oval's stellar financial performance and fails to recognirn that ROOC board directors are 
respected members of the community who would potentially put their professional and/or 
personal reputations at risk if they were to fail to ensure that the ROOC is operated in a 
responsible and effective manner." Why is it an incorrect observation? What qualifications are 
necessary for use of the term "stellar financial performance"? What embellishments do 
financially, - independent of government welfare, fitness and sports organizations qualify for? 

Neither the City's Annual Reports nor Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation's (ROOC) /\nnual 
Reports disclose the cost to taxpayers for the City's gift of relief from annual prnp erty tax and 
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relief from fair mc1rket rent obligations to ROOC for use of the Richmond Olympic Oval facility. 
The City used taxpayer resources to provide this benefit to ROOC at taxpayer expense. No 
record of this taxpayer expense has been located. No record of the value of tax and rent relief 
provided bv the City to ROOC appears in the Revenue - Contribution from City of Richmond 
declaration, deispite taxpayers providing it. 

The Oval facility located at 6111 River Rd and adjoining Fields at 6091 has a combined assessed 
value of $3'50,044,000 worthy of a $2,731,828 benefit to the City and taxpayers in 2023. The 
City did not: and never has benefitted from ROOC generated property tax revenue. On May 23, 
2013, BC:Business reported, "Olympic Oval Reports Record Profits in 2012", and "With a steady 
increase in visitor numbers and ability to turn an increasingly good profit, the Richmond 
Olympic O\i1al i!; costing Richmond taxpayers little and becoming an asset for the city." ROOC 
Annual Report; have continued to report either a profit or surplus. Who released these claims 
to BCBusin,,~ssi' 

Consider the c,)mbined 2023 assessed value ($295,077,000) for Costco, Superstore and 
Wal mart tax purposes as evidence of a benefit for the City and taxpayers. The cost of affording 
tax relief to ROOC by the City resulted in higher tax obligations for all remaining taxable Class 6 
Business/Other members to recover the tax relief cost afforded to ROOC. The loss of fair 
market rent rev1~nues to the City from ROOC are an unreported expense for taxpayers. The 
transfer of Ovc1I p;:11·king, lease and investment income to ROOC from the City are lost to City 
taxpayers 21s a benefit for non-Oval projects and no credit for this taxpayer expense is apparent. 

The City pasted estimates of Richmond Oval property tax relief intended for 2021, 22 and 23 in 
the Richmond News October 15, 2020 edition. The last reported tax relief (Municipal portion 
only) afforded to nooc for the Oval was in the City's 2020 Annual Report. The Richmond Oval 
tax relief amount 1,111as not disclosred since. Transparency? Property tax was not reported in the 
ROOC: Annual Heports as an expense. Tax was never paid. Note the relief amounts declared for 
the Oval were for the Municipal tax portion only. See Attachment 1 for detail. The total 2017 
tax relief afforded to ROOC by the City, including the non-Municipal portion totalled 
$2,924,125. This did not appear in the Annual Report. 

What amount ,Jf the GOT federal portion ($2,106,035) afforded to the City for ROOC was 
recovered, from tlhe reported $10,396,266 ROOC salaries and benefits expense by the federal 
government in 2022/GST related revenues for the same period? 

The Richmond Public Library Board reported four lines of six in Revenue for amounts less than 
$100,000. iR:O()C , .. eported zero lines of Revenue below $1,500,000 each with ample room to 
provide greater specific financial performance reporting clarity. The value of tax and rent relief 
did not appear in the ROOC Report. What prevents greater clarity? Transparency? 

Evidence of the City's ability to establish and disclose fair market rent and tax obligation 
benefits from Citv owned property is in the Attachment. ROOC includes lease revenue in the 
Hevenue - Othr~r category. The City or ROOC determined the terms. The City has never 
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disclosed the annual cost to taxpayers of providing rent relief to ROOC for the Ov,11. 
Transparency? The City agreed to lease 6380 No. 3 Rd to the Richmond Society For Community 
Living and provide rent relief for each of ten years. The value of relief is $808,500 per year for 
the property valued at $16,654,000 (BC Assessment). Using this property as a base of 
comparison, ROOC is receiving relief of annual rent obligations for the Oval and Fieldi, totalling 
$16,993,549 at taxpayer expense. This revenue is not available to offset all Ov21I cost::; plus a 
contribution to the City for other purposes. ROOC has never declared rent as ain e:}(pense. 

My second concern involves the transition of current City owned properties, whic',1 generate 
significant rent and property tax benefits for the City into the Lulu Island Park. Beginning in 
2024, all rent and tax revenues will vanish in perpetuity. Those responsible for aquiring these 
properties deserve medals for their past wisdom. In 2024, demolition of all irn pravements will 
commence at unknown cost and Lulu Island Park will rise at unknown cost. I am unaware of anv 
disclosure defining the costs of this transition and the impact the loss of rent arid ·tax revenues 
will have on remaining taxpayers. 

The existing Garden City Lands Project continues to attract development costs with no 
expectations of future revenues following the $59 m acquisition cost. Likewise, 1J e Plhoen ix 
Seine Net Loft project has attracted a $19.2 m reconstruction tab and additional $16 m re­
purposing budget with no likelihood of generating sufficient revenues to fund future staffing 
and maintenance. 

These represent expensive legacy burdens for all residents of Rfchmond today ancl well into the 
future. 

In the case of financial performance transparency improvements by staff to benefit Council and 
residents going forward, I urge Councillor Heed with his extensive background of E!xperience 
and knowledge and with the support of Council to undertake liaison duties with R:>OC. 
Disinformation and misinformation are undermining public trust in our democratic system. Do 
we need a forensic audit of ROOC's financial performance disclosure record? I hope Council 
with the necessary support of staff will consider my worrying concerns and under:ake needed 
effort to manage the City's finances more carefully and with needed transparency. Pl1ease 
remember the election issue concerns. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

Ken McLennan 
Richmond resident 
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21.5, •· $12,887 + tax + all other costs for 3 years* 

234 •- $ 8,439 + tax+ all other costs for 2 years 
237 •- $ 21,105 year 1 +tax+ all other costs for each year 

$ 22,110 year 2 
$ 23,115 year 3 

#7080 Rive1· Re 2:37 - $22,110 +tax+ all other costs for 2 years and 7 months 

Note: # represents Lulu Island Park Development Property 
* repre5ents year 2 rent+ tax+ all other costs 

J\nnual Ren1t Refi,e!ll Provided by the C:ity at Taxpayer Expense Record 

(Published in the Richmond News) 

6111 River Rd iRkhmond Olympic Oval) facility provided to City owned Richmond Olympic Oval 
Corporation (ROCK) for $1 per year with no disclosure of rent relief cost to taxpayers by the City 
or ROOC compared to the above and following records. 

201:s 

7300 Elmbridg,~ Way - $ 42,000 for each of 5 years 
7300 Elmbridg2 \J\f ay - $250,000 for each of 5 years 

10277 Riive1· Dr - $172,200 for each of 10 years 

336a C:arscalle,1 Fld - $447,900 tor each of 10 years 

:im22 

8660 Ash St 
6380 No. 3 Hd 

- $ 51,840 for each of 10 years 
- $808,500 for each of 10 years 
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6899 Pearson Way - $250,000 for each of 10 years 

Property Tax Relief Provided To ROOC for the Oval (6111 Riveu· Rd) 2017 - 20:!(:3 Flecords 

2017 - Estimated tax exemption $1,595,053 (estimated Oct 21, 2016 - RN) 
2017 - $2,924,125 ($1,398,430 constituted Municipal portion) Actual "This reduction does not 
impact residents as the Oval is classified under the business property tax class. Tr ere.fore, the 
reduction is shared by all the businesses within that class." (Email Nov 15, 2017 5:24 PM} 

"The property tax relief figures included in the City of Richmond's annual reports reflEict the 
Municipal portion only." (Email February 26, 2018 3:51 PM} 

"The Oval earned over $400,000 of space leasing revenue in 2016 for space leased out to a food 
service provider, sports medicine providers, as well to CSI." (Email February 26., 2 J18 3:51 PM) 

"The City, being the beneficial owner of the Oval, is responsible for all property taxes resulting 
from the land and improvement at the Oval. Property taxes include municipal tax, school ta:c, 
and levies for other taxing agencies. If the City is required to pav taxes for the Ov;3I, the 
municipal portion of the tax will offset and taxpayers will not be affected. The school tax and 
levies for other taxing agencies will, however, need to be paid to those agencies and the City 
would require to increase municipal taxes in order to meet those external obligations." (C of R 
Letter March 9, 2018 File 03-0985-01/2018-Vol 01) 

"Property tax exemptions impact the City's finances by reducing the total assessed Vc1lue of 
properties subject to taxation. This results in the City recovering the shortfall t:lwc1ugh tax 
increases to general taxpayers." (Report to Committee Sept 10, 2018, File 03-0925-02-01/CL 
Vol. 02) 

"This report supports Council's Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #5 Sound Financial 
Management: 

Accountable, transparent, and responsible financial management that supports the needs of 
the community into the future. 

5.1 Maintain a strong and robust financial position. 

5.4 Work cooperatively and respectfully with all levels of government and stakeholders while 
advocating for the best interests of Richmond." (Staff Report April 1, 2022, -2-/Fll\l-6} 

"In accordance with the Richmond Oval Agreement between the City of Richmond ("City") and 
the Corporation, the funding that is received from the City on an annual basis is ire:quired for the 
Corporation to fulfill the operating objectives which include the Corporation providing facilities, 
programs and services for quality sport, fitness, recreational uses and wellness se1·vices for the 
Richmond community, neighbouring communities and the general public. Witlhout the Oval and 
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the annual contribution from the City, these facilities, programs and services would have to be 
provided elsewhere." (Richmond Olympic Oval Corporation - 1st Quarter 2023 Financial 
Information Re:port May 25, 2023 File 03-1200-09/2023-Vol 01) 
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