CNCL - 155



May 7, 2013 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

The City of Richmond has been approached by Hike BC, an affiliate of Hike Canada, to
participate in the National Hiking Trail initiative.

Hike BC is a not-for-profit society that was founded in 2000 to coordinate the development and
implementation of the National Hiking Trail in British Columbia. The National Hiking Trail was
originated by Hike Canada in 1971 to achieve the following goals:

e To create a trail system that connects the nation from coast to coast (in essence, “a
footpath across Canada”™).

e To promote general fitness through healthy outdoor activities.

o To help preserve places of natural, scenic, heritage, cultural and historical value.

e To promote non-motorized tourism and education.

The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval for including sections of the Dyke Trail as
part of the National Hiking Trail.

This report responds to Council’s term goal of Community Wellness, and in particular Priority
10.4 “Continued emphasis on the development of the City’s parks and trails system.”

Analysis
Proposed Linkages Through Richmond

Currently, the National Hiking Trail begins in the east at St. John’s and crosses the provinces of
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta, and British Columbia. In BC, the trail currently connects over 40 communities and
integrates a number of established heritage trails. Hike BC is in the process of completing
linkages in the Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley. Staff have met with representatives from
Hike BC to identify possible linkages to the National Hiking Trail. As this particular segment of
the trail strives to connect Peace Arch to Cypress Provincial Park, the proposed option through
Richmond is as follows:

¢ South Dyke Trail, beginning at No. 5 Road to Garry Point Park.
o West Dyke Trail from Garry Point Park to Terra Nova.
e Middle Arm Dyke Trail to Aberdeen Canada Line station.

At the southern connection, hikers would be encouraged to bus through the George Massey
Tunnel and pick up the trail at the South Dyke (see attachment 1). At the northern connection,
hikers from Richmond would board the Canada Line at the Aberdeen Station and take rapid
transit to the terminus station in downtown Vancouver where it would connect to the seawall and
Stanley Park, or the sea bus and North Vancouver.
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