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Council/School Board Liaison Committee 
 
 
Date: March 30, 2016 

Place: Anderson Room 
Richmond City Hall 

Present: Councillor Linda McPhail, Chair 
Councillor Alexa Loo 
Trustee Debbie Tablotney 
Trustee Donna Sargent 
Trustee Alice Wong 

Also Present: Clive Mason, Director, Facilities Planning, SD38 
Mark De Mello, Secretary Treasurer, SD38 
Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, SD38 
Mike Redpath, Senior Manager, Parks 
Kim Somerville, Manager, Community Social Development 
Cathryn Volkering Carlile, General Manager, Community Services 
Donna Chan, P. Eng., PTOE, Manager, Transportation Planning 
Lesley Sherlock, Planner 2 
Jane Fernyhough, Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 
Serena Lusk, Senior Manager, Recreation and Sport Services 
 

Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
  

AGENDA 
 
  It was moved and seconded 
  That the Council/School Board Liaison Committee agenda for the meeting 

of March 30, 2016, be adopted as amended: 

  The Chair advised that the order of the agenda would be varied to add: 

  (1) Changes noted on Schedule 1 (attached to and forming part of the 
minutes) 

  (2) Item No. 12A. Rideau– Traffic 

  (3) Item No. 12B. Rideau – Playground  

  (4) Item No. 13. Council Term Goals 

  CARRIED
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MINUTES 
 
  It was moved and seconded 
   That the minutes of the meeting of the Council/School Board Liaison 

Committee held on January 20, 2016, be adopted as circulated. 

  CARRIED
 
 1. JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT / CITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

  No Discussion.  

 
 2. PROGRAMS 

  Serena Lusk, Senior Manager, Recreation and Sport Services, updated the 
Committee on the Avenues of Change project, an initiative which encourages 
residents in the City Centre to connect with others and enables them to learn 
about different resources to support families with young children.  

 
 3. TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 
 

 Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, noted that pedestrian zone 
markers have been successful.  Recently, there has been theft of the pedestrian 
zone markers – new items are being ordered.  Initiatives for 2016 include the 
school zone traffic safety measures and the school zone travel planning 
project. 

 
 4. CANADA 150 CELEBRATION

  Jane Fernyhough, Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, discussed the 
incorporation of the Canada 150 celebration into various events throughout 
the year, which included the: Richmond Maritime Festival, Children’s Art 
Festival, and others outlined in the staff report.  Ms. Fernyhough also noted 
that grants are to be made available to those from a neighbourhood level to 
local businesses etc.   

  In reply to questions from the Committee, Ms. Fernyhough confirmed that the 
steering committee is anticipated to be created in the upcoming months and 
that one of the goals of the Canada 150 Celebration would be to make the 
activities and events memorable to all students.   

  The Committee supported the ideas included in the staff report and suggested 
that it might be a good idea for staff to present the information at an SD38 
Board Meeting, or even in elementary schools, in order to spread the word 
and make people aware of what the City is planning. 

 
 5. SCHOOL PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

  Clive Mason, Director, Facilities Planning, SD38, updated the Committee on 
the 2015/ 2016 capital plan and confirmed that correspondence from the 
ministry is still yet to be received.   
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  Mr. Mason also briefly touched upon the projects in process, which included: 
site acquisition at the City Centre, seismic upgrades at Hugh Boyd Secondary 
and Cook Elementary, boiler upgrades at McMath Secondary and General 
Currie Elementary, a roof replacement at Tait Elementary, along with the 
progression of construction at Anderson Elementary. 

 
 6. RICHMOND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – 

PROPOSED 2016 INITIATIVES    

  Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, commented on the success 
of the bike to school program, highlighting that hundreds of students 
participated in the bike safety and learning to bike programs.  It is anticipated 
that similar amounts of students will be engaged in the program this year as 
compared to last year.   

  Concerns were brought up by the Committee regarding the security of the 
bikes which were being brought to school along with the safety of students 
riding their bikes on playground areas.  Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, 
SD38, responded to the Committee and explained that the issues arising from 
the theft of bikes is being caused by members outside of the school.  Bike 
theft from bike racks arises when the students are in class.  Ms. Elwood also 
explained that all students have been informed that they are to dismount from 
bike when on playground areas.   

  In reply to questions from the Committee, Ms. Chan confirmed that according 
to the bylaws people are not required to wear their helmets on trails and that 
currently, elementary schools have shown the most interest with regards to the 
bike to school program.   

 
 7. CITY OF RICHMOND – TRANSLINK TRAVELSMART 

PARTNERSHIP – UPDATE 

  Donna Chan, Manager, Transportation Planning, briefly summarized the staff 
report and confirmed that the pilot will last for the duration of 18 months.  

 
 8. ADULT BASIC EDUCATION – PLANNING COMMITTEE  

  Lesley Sherlock, Planner 2, commented on the handout provided to the 
Committee (attached to and forming Schedule 2 of the minutes) outlining the 
decline in the numbers of students entering into the Richmond Continuing 
Education Program.   

  Ms. Sherlock hopes to gather feedback from the Richmond School District 
No. 38 regarding potential action resulting from the funding changes to the 
Adult Basic Education Program and report back to the Planning Committee. 

  Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, SD38, agreed that it would be necessary to 
discuss the changes with the staff and with the Richmond School Board in 
order to gain more insight into the topic.  

  ACTION: City staff and School District No. 38 staff to communicate with 
the RCSAC regarding the funding changes to the Adult Basic 
Education Program and report back to the next Council / 
School Board Liaison Meeting. 
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 9. SWIS ADVOCACY

  Trustee Debbie Tablotney, SD38, remarked that there have been funding cuts 
in the SWIS (Settlement Workers in Schools) programs. Councillor McPhail 
suggested that the City has sent a letter of support in the past and could do so 
again. 

  As a result of the discussion, it was moved and seconded 

   That the City of Richmond / School Board be requested to consider:

   That City staff investigate the issues regarding funding for the SWIS 
program and report back to the General Purposes Committee 
meeting.  

  CARRIED
 
 10. PROPOSED TRIP TO PIERREFONDS – LATE MAY 2016 

  The Committee discussed the benefits of cultivating a relationship between 
School District No. 38 and the local schools in Pierrefonds and considered a 
program in which students from Richmond could have the option to visit 
Pierrefonds through the school curriculum.   

  Sherry Elwood, Superintendent, SD38, responded to the discussion from the 
Committee and mentioned that there is currently an extracurricular option in 
place for French immersion students to visit Quebec City.  This option is most 
desirable to students because Quebec City markets itself as fully bilingual and 
therefore appeals to those who want to familiarize themselves with the French 
language.    

  Committee emphasized that the relationship with Pierrefonds was significant 
to City Council and any support from the School District No. 38 would 
complement the Canada 150 Celebrations.  Ideas surrounding a combination 
trip to Quebec City and Pierrefonds were suggested as an option.  

 
 11. SISTER-FRIENDSHIP CITIES YOUTH TABLE TENNIS 

TOURNAMENT 

  No Discussion.  

 
 12A. RIDEAU SCHOOL - TRAFFIC

  Councillor McPhail informed the Committee that there was a complaint 
received from the public regarding speeding in the Rideau area.  City staff has 
been assigned to assess the area by conducting a speed study using automatic 
counters and also by studying the site surroundings.  

 
 12B. RIDEAU SCHOOL - PLAYGROUND

  Councillor McPhail mentioned that at the City Council meeting on March 29, 
2016, Mayor Brodie announced that the Rideau Neighbourhood School park 
would be placed into the 2017 budget for the replacement of the playground.  
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 13. COUNCIL TERM GOALS

  Councillor McPhail briefly touched upon the previous achievements of 
Council and made the committee aware of the Council Term Goals report on 
the City’s website.  

 
  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
 
  May 25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in the Anderson Room. 
 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 
  It was moved and seconded 
  That the meeting adjourn (9:56 p.m.). 

  CARRIED
 

 

Certified a true and correct copy of the 
Minutes of the meeting of the City of 
Richmond Council/School Board Liaison 
Committee held on Wednesday, March 
30, 2016. 

_________________________________ _________________________________ 
Councillor Linda McPhail 
Chair 

Shaun Divecha 
Legislative Services Coordinator 
City Clerk’s Office 
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