N Y City of Richmond

Report to Committee

To Parks, Recreation 'ahd Cultural Services

“Committee
Dave Semple
Director of Parks and Public Works
Operations o

Re: Hugh Boyd Park Master Plan Update

Date:
File:

May 13, 2008

Staff 'Re'commendatio'n: '

1. That Council approve the updated Hugh Boyd Park Master Plan as presented in this report;

2. That the updated Hugh Boyd Park Master Plan be sent to School Board District No. 38 for

‘their approval; and,

3. That staff be authorized to enter into a Contribution Agreement with the West Richmond .
Community Association for the Wellness Circuit and updated Play Area as outlined in this
repott,

Dave Semple
Director of Parks and Public Works Operations
(604-233-3350) :
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Staff Report
Origin

In 2006, the artificial fields were constructed in Hugh Boyd Park. These fields have been very
successful and have resulted in a substantial increase in usage of the park. It was immediately
apparent that infrastructure was needed, specifically improved parking to support this use, Since
“the last master plan was developed in 1991, City staff, with the West Richmond Community
Association, determined that it was time to update the plan to ensure that there would be a
c‘omprehensive approach to any new park developments. In 2009, Hugh Boyd Park will be one
of the main venues for the 2009 Richmond BC Seniors Games prov1dmg great exposure for the
park and the community.

~ This report outlines the features of the updated Hugh Boyd Park Master Plan and thé proposed
contribution to the development of the park by the West Richmond Community Association.

AnaIy5|s

The Hugh Boyd Park Plan was developed in' 1991 and many of the features have been
constructed in the park since then. The park entry feature on the comer of No. 1 Road and
Francis Road, the parking lot, and the fieldhouse/caretaker suite are the main outstanding
elements of the original park plan. It was not anticipated in the first plan that the sports ficlds
" would bé fenced. This fencing, together with the other fenced areas such as the golf course and
the original all-weather soccer field, has resulted in pockets of green space within the park with
no character. In the fall of 2007, the City hired consultants to assist in updating the overall plan
and to provide construction details for the parking area and entry features.

" The Planning Process

City staff, consultants, and the West Richmond Community Association Park Committee
representatives have worked together to produce the new updated master plan (Attachment 1).
A public open house was held on November 17, 2007, with attendees supporting the proposed
features. The detail concept plans was completed in March 2007 and a maximum funding of
$50,000 was achieved from the Rick Hansen’s Let s Play Program.

The Park Committee continued to work on the overalt park plan and presented it to the West

Richmond Community Association on April 14, 2008. This plan was approved along with a
funding commitment of $135,000,

1@



May 13, 2008 _ -3 .

The Plan
The guiding principles for the park plan update include:

Create a strong and unique identity for the park;

-Develop a comprehensive park plan that integrates uses;

Foster community pride;

Be ‘green’ and showcase environmentally sensitive practices;

Be inclusive not exclusive and provide a mix of uses for all ages and users;

Improve access and integration into the community; and,

Promote walking and cycling to and from the park and provide information about local
greenways and destinations.

S O o a

It was recognized early in the process that Hugh Boyd Park, with its many sports amenities,
- could be part of the growing sports tourism and wellness market. Not only does the park serve
local residents but it is also is utilized by visitors that are regional to international. The vision for
the park is to be the Qutdoor Centre of Excellence for Sports and Wellness.

To meet the vision and guiding principles the new Hugh Boyd Park Plan includes:

¢ A new updated ‘green’ parking area with safer access off the main roads and a drop off
zone.
A prominent park entrance on the corner of Francis Road and No.1 Road;

¢ An upgraded children’s play area with more umversally accessible equipment for young

~ children. _ 7

e Information kiosks and way-finding signage to provide information about the amenities in
Hugh Boyd Park and to promote walking to other destinations within the area such as the
West Dyke Trail.

¢ Soft landscaping to improve environmental function of the park and provide areas of shade.

e A wellness circuit designed primarily for older and active adults but to be used by all park -

~ visitors. '
e Secating throughout the park and social gathering areas 1ncludmg a stage for music; and
* A future field-house and carctaker suite.

City staff and the West Richmond Community Association have worked together to create a
légacy park that promotes health and wellness and one that the community can be proud of for
years to come.

The intent is to commence construction of the fitness circuit, children’s arca, signage and some
initial improvements to the entry corner at Francis Road and No. 1 Road. Upon approval of the
2009 Parks Capital Budget, construction of the parking lot will occur in the spring of 2009.

As the ﬁlayground currently sits on School Board 1aﬁd, City staff will consult with Richmond

School Board District No. 38 and the Board to ensure continued support. These proposed
additions will not impact any future additions to the existing Hugh Boyd Secondary School.
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Financial Impact

The West Richmond Community Association is contributing to the purchase of an older adult’s
fitness circuit as a new feature in the park and to upgrading the children’s play area. Together
with the Let’s Play funding the costs for the Association and City are as follows:

City Contribution 1 Community Association
| $340,000 ] , $135,000
Total Playground Upgrade Costs ' _ $475,000 -

City funding for the 2008 construction work was approved from the Minor Parks Capital.

Conclusion

- Hugh Boyd Park has become very successful and highly animated with the intense use of the
artificial turf fields by youth and adults. To promote use of the whole park the Hugh Boyd Park
Master Plan is being updated to provide activities that appeal to a wide range of users, especially

"those who may not be involved in organized sports. The West Richmond Association has
successfully received a Rick Hansen Let’s Play grant to upgrade the children’s area and are
providing funding for further development of the play area as well as a new older adult’s fitness
circuit. Construction is anticipated to commence in August 2008, '

@ l yé
onne Stich

Park Planner
(604.233.3310)
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