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Staff Recommendation 

That each of the following amendment bylaws be introduced and given first, second, and third 
readings : 

a. Dog Licencing Bylaw No. 7138, Amendment Bylaw No. 10400; 

b. Animal Control Regulation Bylaw No. 7932, Amendment Bylaw No. 10397; 

c. Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122, Amendment 
Bylaw No. 10399; and 

d. Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, Amendment Bylaw No. 10398. 
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Staff Report 

Origin 

Staff have conducted a review of the Dog Licencing Bylaw No. 7138 (Dog Licencing Bylaw); 
The Animal Control Regulation Bylaw No. 7932 (Animal Control Bylaw); The Notice of Bylaw 
Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122; and the Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636 
and are proposing some housekeeping amendments. This report introduces new enforcement 
violations and conforms with current best practices for City bylaws related to Dog Licencing and 
Animal Control. 

This report supports Council's Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #1 A Safe and Resilient City: 

Enhance and protect the safety and well-being of Richmond. 

1.1 Enhance safety services and strategies to meet community needs. 

This report supports Council's Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #2 A Sustainable and 
Environmentally Conscious City: 

Environmentally conscious decision-making that demonstrates leadership in 
implementing innovative, sustainable practices and supports the City's unique 
biodiversity and island ecology. 

2.2 Policies and practices support Richmond's sustainability goals 

Analysis 

The proposed amendments to the above outlined bylaws address the need for: 

• updating existing outdated clauses to reflect consistency amongst current bylaws; 
• providing new regulations to enhance public safety; and 
• stream-lining the bylaw's language for simplicity and clarity. 

The amendments reflect the outcome of a review of other lower mainland municipalities to 
ensure consistency in support of the updated Bylaws ( attachment 1 ). 

Proposed Amendments to the Dog Licencing Bylaw No. 7138 

The proposed housekeeping amendments for the following section within the bylaw are to 
improve the application of the dog licencing annual fee program, improve enforcement action 
and provide definition clarity and transparency. 

6902329 

• Section 2.1.2 - Dog Licences and fees cmTently states that seniors are eligible for a 50 
per cent discount on their annual dog licencing fees if the registered owner: 

• is 65 years of age or older; 
• had a dog licence in the previous year, in good standing (not in arrears); and 
• are also eligible for an additional discount if the licence is purchased prior to 

March 1st . 
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If the dog is neutered or spayed, seniors and all registered dog owners are eligible for the 
discounted licencing fee (subject to the consolidated fee bylaw, which currently applies a 
discounted fee for 2022 at $25.50) for their annual dog licence. 

Staff have reviewed the dog licencing bylaw, as it relates to licences and fees and are proposing 
the following amendments to bring transparency and clarification to both the calculation and 
application of the City's annual dog licencing fees: 

1. Apply a flat 50 per cent discount on annual dog licencing fees to all registered owners, 19 
years of age and older, who licence a spayed or neutered dog or spayed or neutered 
dangerous dog. 

2. Amend the time to pay for an annual dog licence, which expires on December 31 of the 
year of which the licence was issued, from the current two month "grace period" of 
January 1 to March 1, to a one month "grace period" of January 1 to February 1. 

3. Introduce a late fee of $10 if the annual dog licencing fee is not paid within the proposed 
"grace period". 

The proposed 50 per cent discount on the annual dog licencing fee to all registered owners 
ensures equity and may encourage the most responsible registered owners to spay and neuter 
their dogs and spay and neuter their dangerous dogs in addition to completing their licence 
within the "grace period" to avoid the $10 late fee. To ensure consistency in support of the 
proposed bylaw amendments as they relate to the application of the annual dog licencing fees, 
staff reviewed various lower mainland municipalities' dog licencing fees and application of 
discounts. 

In addition to that discussed above, staff are also proposing the following amendments: 
• Raising the requirement age of eight weeks of age to possess a dog licence to six months 

of age, which aligns with veterinarian best practices for spaying or neutering; 
• Implementing a registered dog owner age requirement of at least 19 years of age for the 

licencing of both dogs and dangerous dogs; 
• Written certification of spay and neuter of a dog or dangerous dog by a licenced 

veterinarian; 
• Removal of the seniors only discount on all dog and dangerous dog Iicencing fees and 

apply the discount to all registered owners of new and renewal applications of spayed and 
neutered dogs and spayed and neutered dangerous dogs; 

• Application of the spayed and neutered fees to the registered owner of a dog that has been 
certified by a qualified veterinarian as being too old or physically unable to undergo the 
necessary surgery to sterilize the dog or dangerous dog; 

• Registered owner to advise the City of change of address, death of dog or dangerous dog 
and change of ownership of dog or dangerous dog within 10 days of the date of the 
applicable change; 

• Amend the current definition of Assistance Dog and replacing with the definition of 
Guide Dog and Service Dog, as defined in the BC Guide Dog and Service Dog Act; and 

• Update the definition of Animal Control to read Animal Control Officer. 
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Proposed Amendments to the Animal Control Regulation Bylaw No. 7932 

The proposed housekeeping amendments within the bylaw are to improve enforcement action 
and definition clarity. Staff are proposing the following amendments: 

• The addition of a violation for barking dog to the General Prohibition Section; 
• The addition of a violation for obstruction of an Animal Control Officer while in the 

performance of his or her lawful duties; 
• Housekeeping amendment to Part 6 Beekeeping to confonn with the Ministry of 

Agriculture Animal Health Act as it relates to Bee Regulations; 
• Add the interpretation oflmpoundment Fees; 
• The inclusion of impoundment fees together with the collection of maintenance fees, 

when reclaiming an impounded animal; 
• Remove the definition of Assistance dog and replace it with the definition of Guide Dog 

and Service Dog, as defined in the BC Guide Dog and Service Dog Act; and 
• Amend the current interpretation of Running at Large. 

Proposed Amendment to Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122 

The proposed amendments would allow for the new violation fines to be issued against existing 
and new infractions within the Animal Control Bylaw. The proposed amendments would also 
address the need for updated definition clarity regarding the process for disputing a bylaw 
violation and the role of the screening officer. 

Proposed Amendment to Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636 

The proposed amendments to the Consolidated Fees Bylaw include the addition of the revised 
fee schedule, which are defined in Schedule A. 

Public Engagement 

If approved, staff will work with Corporate Communications and the BC SPCA to advertise the 
50 per cent discount on the annual dog licencing fee to all registered owners and to encourage 
registration compliance. 

Financial Impact 

By updating the City's dog licencing rates to be in line with those in neighbouring 
municipalities, any additional revenue will offset future tax increases. 
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Conclusion 

The proposed bylaw amendments update existing animal control and dog licencing regulations, 
and provide consistency and alignment between the bylaws that govern them. 

Susan Lloyd 
Manager, Animal Protection Services and Contract Administration 
( 604-24 7-446 7) 

Attachment 1: Summary of Lower Mainland Dog Licencing Fees 
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CITY 

Richmond 
Proposed 
new fees 

Vancouver 

New 
Westminster 

SmTey 

Delta 

Burnaby 

6948997 

Table 1: Summary of Lower Mainland Dog Licencing Fees 

ANNUAL Annual Fee DISCOUNT SENIOR DANGEROUS 

TERM FEE if intact Spay/Neuter DISCOUNT DOG FEE 
spay or for all dog spay or neuter 

neutered owners 
regardless 

of age 

Annual - Jan 1 to $35.00 $70.00 Yes No $159.00 
Dec 31 

After Feb pt $45.00 $80.00 $169.00 

One year from the $47.00 $47.00 No No $200.00 
date of issue flat fee Flat fee 

Annual - Jan 1 to $25.00 $65.00 Yes No $25.00 
Dec 31 

After March 1st $35.00 $85.00 $35.00 

Annual - Jan 1 to $51.50 $82.25 Yes Yes (but $583.50 
Dec 31 not for 

DD 
After Feb !81 $51.50 $82.25 $583.50 

Annual - Jan 1 $35.00 $55.00 Yes No $210.00 
To Dec 31 

After Mar 1 $45.00 $65.00 $220.00 

Annual Jan 1 $31.00 $61.00 Yes No $116.00 
To Dec 31 

After Mar 1 $43.00 $73.00 $116.00 

DANGEROUS 
DOG FEE 

intact 

$318.00 

$328.00 

$200.00 

$65.00 

$85.00 

$583.00 

$583.50 

$510.00 

$520.00 

$174.00 

$174.00 
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City of 
Richmond 

Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138 
Amendment Bylaw No. 10400 

Bylaw 10400 

The Council of the City of Richmond enacts as follows: 

1. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended in Section 1.1.1 by 
removing the reference to "(8) weeks" and replacing with it "six months". 

2. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is fu1iher amended by the addition to Part 
One: Dog Licencing Requirements - Section 1.1 Requirement to Possess a dog licence 

"Item 1.1.1 ( d) is at least 19 years of age". 

3. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of Section 1.3 .1 and replacing it with the following: 

"1.3 .1 Every person applying for a dog licence for a neutered or spayed dog or 
dangerous dog must present written ce1iification from a licenced veterinarian at 
the time of licencing, that such dog or dangerous dog has been neutered or 
spayed." 

4. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of Section 2.1.1 and replacing it with the following: 

"2.1.1 An annual, non-refundable dog licence fee in the amount set from time to time in 
the Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, is payable for each dog or dangerous dog 
over the age of six months. 

5. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of Section 2.1.2 and replacing it with the following and renumbering the remaining 
sections accordingly: 

6928165 

"2.1.2 Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 2.1.1, every dog licence fee paid by 
an owner will be reduced by 50% of the amount set from time to time in the 
Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636 upon production of proof, satisfactory to the 
City, that the dog or dangerous dog is neutered or spayed." The registered 
owner of a dog that been certified by a qualified veterinarian as being too old or 
physically unable to undergo the necessary surgery to sterilize the dog shall be 
able to obtain a licence for a spayed or neutered dog or spayed or neutered 
dangerous dog. 
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Bylaw 10400 Page2 

6. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of Section 2.4 and replacing it with the following: 

"2.4 Changes to dog license 

2.4.1 In the case of a change of ownership of a licenced, dog or dangerous dog, during 
the calendar year for which such dog or dangerous dog is licenced, the owner of 
the dog or dangerous dog must notify a Licence Inspector or an Animal Control 
Officer, of such change of ownership within 10 days of the date, of the change of 
ownership. 

2.4.2 In the case of a change in address, whether the address be by electronic mail or 
regular mail for the owner of the licenced dog or dangerous dog, during the 
calendar year, for which such dog or dangerous dog is licenced, the owner of the 
dog or dangerous dog, must notify a Licence Inspector or an Animal Control 
Officer, of such change of address within 10 days of the date of the change of 
address. 

2.4.3 In the case of the death of a licenced dog or dangerous dog during the calendar 
year for which such dog or dangerous dog is licenced, the owner of the dog or 
dangerous dog must notify a Licence Inspector or an Animal Control Officer of 
the death of the licenced dog or dangerous dog within 10 days of the date of the 
death of the dog or dangerous dog " 

7. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of Section 2.5.2 and replacing it with the following: 

"2.5.2 A dog licence will be provided at no charge, for a Guide Dog or a Service Dog, 
provided that appropriate proof of such certification is provided to either the 
Licence Inspector or the Animal Control Officer." 

8. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended at Section 4.1 by 
deleting the definition of "ASSISTANCE DOG" and replacing it in the proper 
alphabetical order with the following two definitions: 

"GUIDE DOG means a guide dog as defined under the Guide Dog and Service Dog Act 
[SBC 2015] CHAPTER 17" 

"SERVICE DOG means a service dog as defined under the Guide Dog and Service Dog 
Act [SBC 2015] CHAPTER 17" 

9. Dog Licensing Bylaw No. 7138, as amended, is further amended at Section 4.1 by 
deleting the definition of"ANIMAL CONTROL" and replacing it with the following: 

6928165 
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"ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER means (a) an employee of the City, appointed to the 
job position or title of bylaw enforcement officer or licence inspector, or acting in another 
capacity, on behalf of the City for the purpose of enforcement of one or more of the City 
bylaws; or (b) a person employed by the Contractor to undertake animal control services. 

This Bylaw is cited as, "Dog License Bylaw No. 7138, Amendment Bylaw No. 10400". 

FIRST READING 

SECOND READING 

THIRD READING 

ADOPTED 

MAYOR 

6928165 

CORPORATE OFFICER 

CITY OF 
RICHMOND 

APPROVED 
for content by 

originating 
dept. 

SL 

APPROVED 
for legality 
by Solicitor 

LB 
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City of 
Richmond 

Bylaw 10397 

Animal Control Regulation Bylaw No. 7932 
Amendment Bylaw No. 10397 

The Council of the City of Richmond enacts as follows: 

1. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at section 1.1 with the 
addition of the following: 

"1.1.3. Prohibited Noise: The following sounds are prohibited because, they are liable to 
disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment and comfort of individuals or the public 
notwithstanding, that such sounds may not constitute a violation of any other provision of 
this Bylaw: 

a) the sound made by a dog barking, howling or otherwise for any period in excess of 
one-half hour of time; or 

b) the sound created by any other animal, continually or sporadically or erratically for 
any period in excess of one-half hour of time." 

2. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at section 1.1 with the 
addition of the following: 

"1.1.4 a person must not: 
a) interfere with, obstruct, impede, hinder or prevent: 

1. any City officer or employee in the performance of his or her lawful duties; 
ii. any City agent, contractor or volunteer in the performance of his or her lawful 

duties at the City's request." 

3. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at, section 2.3.1.3 by 
deleting the word "assistance dogs" and replacing it with "guide dog and service dog". 

4. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at, section 2.3.3.3 by 
deleting the word "assistance dog" and replacing it with "guide dog and service dog." 

6930076 
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5. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Six: 
Beekeeping, by deleting section 6.1.1 item (a) and item (b) in their entirety and replacing 
with the following: 

"a) maintained in a condition to, reasonably prevent undue swarming or aggressive 
behaviour 

b) managed in accordance with reasonable management procedures for the keeping of 
bees; and" 

6. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Six: 
Beekeeping, by deleting section 6.1.2 item ( d) through item (f) in their entirety and 
replacing with the following: 

"a) each beehive is located in a rear yard away from the main street; 

b) each beehive is positioned so that the entrance to the beehive faces away from the 
closest neighbouring property line; and 

c) where a beehive is located within 8 metres of the property line of an adjacent 
parcel containing a one-family dwelling, two family dwelling or multiple 
family dwelling, the beehive is located either; 

i. a minimum of 2.5 metres above the ground; or 

11. behind a solid fence or hedge a minimum of 2.0 metres in height running 
parallel to any parcel line." 

7. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at section 6.1 by the 
addition of the following: 

"6.1.3 Every person who keeps bees, must be registered with the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture through the B.C. Premises Identification Program and be assigned a BC 
Premises ID (BC PID) as per the legislated requirement". 

8. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at section 8.2 with the 
addition of: 

"(f) the issuing of Notice of Bylaw Violations, including bylaw adjudication attendance, 
as and when necessary." 

9. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended by deleting the entirety 
of section 8.4.2 and replacing it with the following: 

6930076 

"8.4.2 Where the owner of an impounded dog is known, such owner must pay the 
maintenance fees and the impoundment fees, in the amount set from time to time in the 
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Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, even if the owner fails or neglects to reclaim the 
impounded dog." 

10. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended by deleting the 
entirety of section 8.4.3 and replacing it with the following: 

"8.4.3 The charging ofimpoundment fees and maintenance fees under clause (b) of 
subsection 8.4.1 in no way affects, derogates from, or takes away from the ability to 
exercise the authority provided in subsection 8.3.12 to apply for an order that a dog be 
destroyed." 

11. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Nine: 
Interpretation, by the adding the following definition placed in proper alphabetical order: 

"IMPOUNDMENT FEES means the fees as set from time to time in the Consolidated 
Fees Bylaw No. 8636, which are, charged for an animal or bird that is impounded 
commencing on the day after impoundment." 

12. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Nine: 
Interpretation, by deleting the definition of "ASSISTANCE DOG" and replacing it in 
proper alphabetical order with the following: 

"GUIDE DOG means a guide dog as defined under the Guide Dog and Service Dog Act 
[SBC 2015] CHAPTER 17." 

13. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Nine: 
Interpretation, by deleting the definition of "ASSISTANCE DOG" and replacing it in 
proper alphabetical order with the following: 

"SERVICE DOG means a service dog as defined under the Guide Dog and Service Dog 
Act [SBC 2015] CHAPTER 17." 

14. Animal Control Bylaw No. 7932, as amended, is further amended at Part Nine: 

6930076 

Interpretation, by deleting the definition of "RUNNING AT LARGE" Item (a) and Item 
(b) in their entirety and replacing it in proper alphabetical order with the following: 

"(a) For any animal, being elsewhere, than confined on the premises of the owner, while 
not on a leash and not in the immediate and effective control of an owner; 

(b) For any animal, being on any property without the consent of the owner or occupier 
of the property;" 
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This Bylaw is cited as, "Animal Control Regulation Bylaw No. 7932, Amendment Bylaw No. 
10397". 

FIRST READING 

SECOND READING 

THIRD READING 

ADOPTED 

MAYOR 
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CORPORA TE OFFICER 

CITY OF 
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APPROVED 
for content by 
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APPROVED 
for legality 
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City of 
Richmond Bylaw 10399 

NOTICE OF BYLAW VIOLATION DISPUTE ADJUDICATION BYLAW 
NO. 8122, 

AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 10399 

The Council of the City of Richmond enacts as follows: 

1. The Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122, as amended, is 
further amended by replacing the Schedule titled "Schedule - Animal Control Regulation 
Bylaw" with Schedule A attached to and forming part of this bylaw as a schedule to Notice 
of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122, in alphabetical order. 

2. The Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122, as amended, is 
further amended at Section 5 .1 Period for Paying or Disputing Notice of Bylaw Violation, 
with the addition of the following: 

"( c) request dispute adjudication by completing the on-line adjudication section on 
the City's web-site." 

3. The Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 8122, as amended, is 
further amended by deleting the entirety of Section 7 .1.2 and replacing it with the 
following: 

"The following are designated classes of persons that may be appointed, as Screening 
Officers pursuant to the terms set out in section 8.1 of this bylaw: 

Officers and Employees of the City of Richmond; and 

Council may appoint screening officers from these classes of persons by name, or office 
or otherwise. 

This Bylaw is cited as, "Notice of Bylaw Violation Dispute Adjudication Bylaw No. 
8122, Amendment Bylaw No. 10399." 

CITY OF 
RICHMONO 

APPROVED 

FIRST READING 

SECOND READING 

THIRD READING 

ADOPTED 

for content by 
originating 

dept. 

SL 

APPROVED 
for legality 
by Solicitor 

LB 

MAYOR CORPORA TE OFFICE 
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City of 
Richmond 

CONSOLIDATED FEES BYLAW NO. 8636 
AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 10398 

The Council of the City of Richmond enacts as follows: 

Bylaw 10398 

1. The Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, as amended, is further amended by replacing the 
Schedule titled "Schedule - Dog Licencing" with Schedule A attached to and forming part 
of this bylaw as a schedule to The Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, in alphabetical order. 

This Bylaw is cited as, "Consolidated Fees Bylaw No. 8636, Amendment Bylaw No. 10398." 

CITY OF 
RICHMOND 

APPROVED 

FIRST READING 

SECOND READING 

THIRD READING 

ADOPTED 

for content by 
originating 

dept. 

SL 

APPROVED 
for legality 
by Solicitor 

LB 

MAYOR CORPORATE OFFICER 

6928292 
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SCHEDULE A TO AMENDMENT BYLAW 10398 

SCHEDULE - DOG LICENCING 

Dog Licencing Bylaw No. 7138 
Sections 2.1, 2.3 

Description 

Dog Not Neutered or S12ayed 

Annual Licence Fee renewal on or before February 1st 

Renewal Fee after February 1st 

Valid from January I to December 31 in the year 
which it is issued 

Dog Neutered or S12ayed 

Annual Licence Fee renewal on or before February 1st 

Renewal Fee after February 1st 

in 

Valid from January I to December 31 in the year in 
which it is issued 

*certificate of spay and/or neuter issued by a licenced 
veterinarian, must be presented at time of licence 
application) 

Dangerous Dog - Not Neutered or S12ayed 

Annual Licence Fee renewal on or before February 1st 

Renewal Fee after February 1st 

Valid from January 1 to December 31 in the year in 
which it is issued 

Dangerous Dog - Neutered or S12ayed 

Annual Licence Fee renewal on or before February 151 

Renewal Fee after February 1st 

Valid from January 1 to December 31 in the year in 
which it is issued 

*certificate of spay and/or neuter issued by a licenced 
veterinarian, must be presented at time of licence 
application)) 

Re12Iacement Tag 

6928292 

Fee 

$70.00 

$80.00 

$35.00 

$45.00 

$318.00 

$328.00 

$159.00 

$169.00 

$7.75 

Page2 
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