Report to Committee

pees City of

Richmond
To: General Purposes Committee Date: March 16, 2026
From: Marie Fenwick File:  11-7400-01/2025-Vol
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 01
Re: 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and Richmond

Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program Allocations

Staff Recommendations

1. That the 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program be awarded for the
recommended amount of $58,000 as identified in Attachment 2 of the report titled, “2026
Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and Richmond Celebrates Soccer
Community Celebration Grant Program Allocations”, dated March 16, 2026, from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services;

2. That the 2026 Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program be
awarded for the recommended amount of $10,000 as identified in Attachment 3 of the report
titled, “2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and Richmond Celebrates
Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program Allocations”, dated March 16, 2026, from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services; and

3. That the grant funds be distributed accordingly following Council approval.
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Marie Fenwick
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services
(604-276-4288)
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Staff Report
Origin

At the regular Council meeting on November 24, 2025, Council endorsed the 2026 Community
Celebration Grant Program as part of the City Signature and Community Events Program 2026. At
the regular Council meeting on December 17, 2025, Council endorsed the Richmond Celebrates
Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program as part of the Richmond Celebrates Soccer Program.

The purpose of this report is to recommend one-time grant allocations for Council approval.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022—-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to get
involved, build relationships and access resources.

6.1 Advance a variety of program, services, and community amenities to support diverse
needs and interests and activate the community.

6.3 Foster intercultural harmony, community belonging, and social connections.

This report also supports a number of Council endorsed strategies including: City of Richmond
Signature and Community Events Plan 2025-2029; Richmond Arts Strategy 2026-2031; Cultural
Harmony Plan 2019-2029; City of Richmond Youth Strategy 2022-2032; and the City of
Richmond Seniors Strategy 2022-2032.

Analysis

Program Objectives and Eligibility Criteria

The Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and the Richmond Celebrates Soccer
Community Celebration Grant Program support the Council-endorsed guiding principles for City
events, including building local capacity by investing in community-driven events, providing
opportunities for Richmond residents and community groups to collaborate, contribute and
participate; and maximizing social benefits to the community by fostering volunteerism and
increasing sense of community pride and belonging.

The objectives of the program are to:

¢ Provide an opportunity for Richmond based organizations to receive funding to support
hosting a free public event that offers opportunities to connect residents of diverse
backgrounds through shared experiences;

e Encourage the development of grassroots events that support priority themes identified in
the Cultural Harmony Plan, such as facilitating intercultural interaction and promoting
intercultural understanding;

e Inspire community event planners to collaborate with community partners and Richmond-
based artists; and
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e Promote environmentally sustainable event practices, ensuring events follow the principles
n the Richmond Sustainable Event Toolkit.

In addition to the above, for the 2026 Richmond Celebrates Soccer Grant Program stream, the
objective is to deliver an event that celebrates soccer.

Eligible applicants include:

Richmond-based not-for-profit community organizations/groups;
Richmond-based not-for-profit faith-based groups;

Richmond Parent Advisory Committees (PAC); and

Richmond School Student Councils.

e o o ¢

Eligibility criteria include:

e Event must be held in Richmond;

¢ Event must demonstrate alignment with program objectives, including creating events that
build community in Richmond;

e Event must be free and open to the public;

e Applicant must demonstrate the capacity to host the event and a realistic estimate of
resources and total budget required;

e Applicant may apply for a maximum of $2,000 in funding;

¢ The Community Celebration Grant Program events must take place in Richmond between
June 1 and December 31, 2026;

o The Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program events must take
place in Richmond between June 11 and July 19, 2026;

o Ifrequired, applicants must complete the Richmond Event Approval Coordination Team
(REACT) application and are subject to REACT approval,
An organization may only apply for one grant stream per application;

¢ Event must take place outside of regular working hours to ensure a diverse range of people
are able to attend; and

¢ Applicant must provide a final report including, copy of receipts and two photos of the event
with signed photo waivers.

Individuals, political parties or events related or associated to political activities or lobbying, events
or projects that have funding from another City of Richmond grant program, and for-profit
businesses, are ineligible for funding.

Program Promotions and Applications Received

The launch of the 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and Richmond
Celebrates Soccer Community Grant Program was announced to the public on January 12, 2026, via
the City website, What’s On Bulletin, the City’s social media channels, and targeted
communications to previous program applicants, Richmond School District No. 38 student councils
and PACs, community groups and in community facilities throughout Richmond (Attachment 1).
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For the Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program 56 applications were received by the
February 8, 2026, deadline. A summary of all submissions is provided in Attachment 2.

For the Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Grant Program nine applications were received by
the February 8, 2026, deadline. A summary of all submissions is provided in Attachment 3.

Adjudication Process

Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program

Of the 56 applications received for the Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program, 42 are
recommended for funding. Fourteen applications either do not meet the eligibility criteria or do not
meet the program mandate.

An adjudication panel reviewed the applications and evaluated each project based on five key areas:
alignment with program objectives, inclusiveness/accessibility and diversity, capacity, budget, and
sustainability.

Forty-two eligible projects requested a cumulative total of $78,735. For each application, the
adjudicated score (expressed as a percentage) was multiplied by the project’s eligible funding
request and adjusted to accommodate the existing Council-approved budget, resulting in a total
recommended funding of $58,000.

See Attachment 2 for application summary and recommended grant distribution.

Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program

Of the nine applications received for the Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Grant, five are
recommended for funding. Four applications either do not meet the eligibility criteria or do not meet
the program mandate.

An adjudication panel reviewed the applications and evaluated each project based on five key areas:
alignment with program objectives, inclusiveness/accessibility and diversity, capacity, budget, and
sustainability.

Of the Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebrates Grant Program, five eligible projects
requested a cumulative total of $10,000. Staff are recommending that each applicant receive their
requested amount of $2,000 for a total of $10,000.

This amount is within the Council approved funding of $35,000. The remaining funding will be
allocated to the Richmond Celebrates Soccer Neighbourhood Block Party Program. This will allow
for up to $25,000 to be distributed through this program. Any funding not distributed will be
returned to the funding source.

Next Steps

Pending Council approval of the 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program and
Richmond Celebrates Soccer Grant Program allocations, all applicants will be notified of the status
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of their application. Staff will provide the necessary resources and guidance to all successful
applicants, including referring them to the REACT process, if necessary. Applicants whose
submissions are ineligible will be provided with recommendations to inform potential future
applications, directed to the Neighbourhood Block Party Program, and/or provided connections with
community organizations/associations that may offer future partnership opportunities within or
outside this program.

Applicants who receive funding will be required to submit a final report providing an overview of
the event/initiative, including the number of attendees, how the funds were used, copy of expense
receipts, and two photographs of the event.

Financial Impact

The 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program budget of $58,000 was approved as
part of the City’s 2026 Budget process. A total of $58,000 in Richmond Community Celebration
grants are recommended coming from the City Event Program budget.

The 2026 Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program budget of $35,000
was approved as part of the Richmond Celebrates Soccer - Schedule and Funding Allocations
approved by Council on December 17, 2025, and included in the Consolidated 5 Year Financial
Plan (2026-2030). A total of $10,000 in Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration
grants are recommended.

Conclusion

It is recommended that the distribution of $58,000 through the 2026 Richmond Community
Celebration Grant Program and $10,000 through the 2026 Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community
Celebration Grant Program be approved to support Richmond-based organizations in the
development and delivery of free public events. These events will provide lasting social benefits to
the community by enhancing event planning and hosting capacity within Richmond, encouraging
intercultural connections, and contributing to an increased sense of community connectedness and
belonging.

c><‘fi..-~m

Dee Bowley-Cowan
Program Manager, Events
(604-276-4320)

Att. 1: 2026 Richmond Community Celebration Grant Program Guidebook

2: 2026 Application Summary: Community Celebration Grant Program
3: 2026 Application Summary: Richmond Celebrates Soccer Community Celebration Grant Program
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(€)

(A) (B) (A) x (B) x 95.2% =
Project i Bt A S Rounded Eligible (©)
t P N D
Number SrEgnzation rojgct Name Ryent Description Percentage | Requested Adjudicators
Funding Recommended
Grant Funding
This event series offers a unique
experience for young and/or
West Richmond : newcomer parents to experience
42 z ... _|Summer Event Series . . 84% $2,000 $1,600
Community Association their community park and centre
through instructor-led games,
activities, and crafts.
Total Amount Requested: $ 78,735| $ 58,000
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Not Recommended for Funding

Elementary PAC

Project :

: Organization Name Project Rationale
Number

1 Eiuhr:::IIID:Igmentary SL:::i:gS;:gg;gommunlty Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

2 s Winter Wonderland 2026 Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Dastgeer Society of
Canada/SAMHAA

South Asian Women’s

Ineligible application. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit

3 + i ai
(South Asian Mental Wellness Day Retreat community organization.
Health Alliance)
4 Indians in Richmond BC|Holi 2026 Ineligible application. The event falls outside the permitted grant-eligible dates.
5 Islamic Art of British 5th annual Islamic Art Ineligible application. The organization is not a registered not-for-profit community
Columbia Experience 2026 organization.
) 5 5 :
6 am.es McKmne}/ Parsnt) inter Wanderland Famity Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
Advisory Council Skate
- ] Relax peace style. Are u rest -
74 Lion Int t | let lication.
ion Internationals well healthy tip for all? ncomplete applica
8 o anary b i Comn'lumty AR, Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
Foundation Culture Connection Day
9 Requngble Dr.ug. Deug Prevention Education Ineligible application. It does not meet objectives of the program.
Learning Association Day
10 Richmond Kigoos Swim Rlc!wmond Kigoos Icebreaker Ty oy —
Club Swim Meet
11 Richmand Minosr ficiimanl Raiders Speing Wiap Ineligible application. It is not a public event.
Football League (RMFL) Jup Event/Coaches Cup 2026
12 Richmond Secondary |Miyawaki Pocket Forest Ineligible application. It is not a Richmond Student Council or Parent Advisory
School Green Team Celebration Committee public event.
y : i Ineligible, received funding from the 2026 Parks, Recreation and Community Events
13 Richmond Winter Club |Try Curling Open House
Grant.
Van_couver Katlang Ineligible application. The organization is not a Richmond-based not for profit
14 (Neighbourhood) 2026 Summer BBQ s .
. community organization.
Association
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Attachment 3

2026 APPLICATION SUMMARY: RICHMOND CELEBRATES SOCCER COMMUNITY CELEBRATION GRANT PROGRAM

All projects were evaluated by the adjudication team based on five key areas: alignment with program objectives; inclusiveness, accessibility and diversity;
capacity; budget and sustainability. Staff are recommending that each applicant receive their requested amount of $2,000 for a total of $10,000.

Recommended Applications for Funding

Project Elisible Requested Adjudicators
) Organization Event Name Event Description B e.q 4 Recommended Grant
Number Funding ¥
Funding
This event will utilize FIFA World Cup Hosting as an
Asian Canadian Sunset Fraser Ball opportunity to showcase three ball sport game fans
1 Basketball Sport Festival - Soccer |(basketball/soccer/volleyball) with the community. There $2,000 $2,000
Association Edition will be interactive sports games, entertaining shows, and
food trucks for people to enjoy.
. This event brings together seniors, youth, families,
. Intergenerational " . s "
Connections i newcomers, and long-time residents to participate in
i . Soccer Fan Festival: |, & i x ¥ ;
2 Community Services Building Communit interactive activity stations, including $2,000 $2,000
Society Connecgtions v soccer party games, team-based challenges, a World Cup
Support & Dream Wall, and a photo booth.
. This event will promote and build awareness of youth
. Fusion Football - . 2 e
3 Fusion Football Club ————— soccer in Richmond through a variety of soccer activities $2,000 $2,000
B including viewing a FIFA World Cup match.
This multicultural event, where community members will
learn about countries and cultures represented in the FIFA
Rienioand A Place ta Belong: World Cup. Activities include commu:it volunteers' own
4 Multicultural Soccer Community p X v . $2,000 $2,000
) ) . Country displays, creating your own passport, storytelling
Community Services |Celebration ) i
and speak bubbles about how soccer is played in other
countries.
. The event will have a viewing of the FIFA World Cup
a ’ Summer Solstice by :
Richmond United L matches and free soccer activities for the community to
5 Football Viewing . : $2,000 $2,000
Football Club s try. Attendees will be encouraged to dress in ways that
Centre & Activities . )
show their support for the country they are supporting.
Total Amount Requested: | S 10,000 | S 10,000

Number

Organization Name

Event

Rationale

Not Recommended for Funding
Project

Archibald Blair

Multicultural Carnival

Housing Society

Block Party Program.

1 Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Elementary-PAC  |Day . i P

General Currie Soccer Fun: Year End - S . :
2 X Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Elementary Pac Carnival
3 Lion Internationals |Soccer Safety Ineligible application. It is not a public event.

Ineligible application. It is not a public event. Recommend they apply for the Richmond Neighbourhood

4 More Than A Roof Summer Fun Event gl pp P y apply g
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