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ATTACHMENT 2

Additional Comments from City’s Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) and Advisory
Committee on the Environment (ACE)

City’s Agricultural Advisory Committee(AAC)
Additional comments provided by ACE members’ include the following:

+ the proposed GE free resolution unfairly targets producers and does not address other
sectors which have much higher GE content (e.g., grocery stores, restaurants)

« even if adopted symbolically, the proposed resolution could have the potential to put
agricultural producers out of business.

« education and awareness is supported over prohibition of GE products and concern
was expressed about singling out farmers and/or producers through this approach.

« rather than looking at a negatively worded resolution (i.e. prohibition of GMO
products), a better approach might be for the City to support a resolution that supports
non-GMO product inputs and food

« the proposed GE free resolution, based on limited information and understanding of
the issue and implications, is premature

« there should be agreement to:
« oppose cross contamination between non-GE and GE crops; and
« support improved education through labelling

City’s Advisory Committee on the Environment (ACE)

Additional comments provided by ACE members’ include the following:
» biotechnology is a new science, at the forefront of technology and is growing rapidly

« there have been reports of significant benefits and significant problems associated
with biotechnology

« it is important to move carefully

« as a first step, before regulating GE plants, trees and crops, we need to be more
knowledgeable and informed, and get information out to the community. This
includes gaining a better understanding of the economic implications for Richmond,
both the economic benefits of using GE products and economic impacts to farmers
who are not.

« educational programming should be done with the guidance of experts and should
focus on providing information on all aspects of the issue so that the community is
fully informed of all aspects of the issue
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